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{iv)

ABSTRACT

This thesis discusses the development of secular
education in South Kavirondo District of colonial Kenvya.
However before doing that, an examipation has been made of
the role of the Christian missionaries in the introduction of
formal western education in South Kavirondo, Kisiiland in
particular. The study shows that modern western education in
South Kavirondo was introduced and shouldered fTor a long
period of time by the Roman Catholic Mill Hill and Seventh Day
Adventist missiconaries. The chief aim of these Christian
missionary graups Was to convert the African into
Christianity. Hence these Christian missionaries used formal
education as a means, of propagating the Christian gospel.

Besides religious education in reading, writing and basic
elements of arithmetic, this thesis shows that Africans in the
mission schools were subjected to vocationmal education by the
colonial government education policies on the ground that
through vocational education, idleness, laziness and
hElp]ESSnEE; which Africans were said to be suffering from
could be eradicated. Vocational education was also seen as a
means of promoting the wvirtues of self discipline,
punctuality, self reliance, responsibility and humility which

the Africans were said to be lacking.



The thesis reveal that when Africans became dissatisfied
with the type of education they were subjected to in the
mission schools through the Local Native Councils which were
inaugurated in 1925, they collected and voted money for the
establishment of Government African School Kisii in 1934.
With the establishment of this school, a new era of literary
or secular education was ushered into the district.

The thesis also shows that with the excellent academic
and extra curricular performance staged by the Government
African School Kisiil, the mission schools in South Kavirondo
were in turn forced to improve their performance making them
able to compete with Government African School Kisii. Besides
discussing the social economic contribution of the school in
the period under review, the study has recommended other areas

for further study or investigation.
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CHAPTER ONE

BACKGROUND, STATEMENT DF THE PROBLEM,
METHODOLOGY, LITERATURE REVIEW AND
DREGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

The establishment and provision of formal @estern
education in Kisii™ &s in any other part of Kenya was mainly
the work of the Christian missionary groups. The first of
these missionary groups to arrive and settle in Kisii were the
Roman Catholic Mill Hill Fathers (MHF), who founded a mission
station in Nyabururu as early as 1911 and the Seventh Day
Adventist (SDA) who established theirs at Nyanchwa in 19;3.
However, beginning in the 1930s, the Salvation Army (5.A.),
Pentecostal Assemblies of God (PAG), the Friends African
Mission (Quakers) (FAM), the Church of GBod and the Swedish
Lutheran Mission arrived on the scene.

Background to the problem

Sifuna (198&) contends that:

The primary cbjective of the early missionaries was

to convert the ‘heathen’ or benighted Africans to
Christianity via education.l

Therefore from the start, the provision of education was

part and parcel of the missionary eyangelical activity.

Through schools, the much desired missionary objective of

increasing the number D+ Christian followers could be

realised. Hence, the school was seen as & vital weapon of

propagating the Christian faith=.

¥ Kisii and Busii are used in this study interchangeably.
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In the mission schools, form, content and educational.
curriculum were mainly evangelical in nature. This was sO
because the purpose of all early educational endeavours of the
Christian missionaries, was to enable studente to read the
scriptures for themselves so that they could gecome more
ardent Christian converts™.

To spreaq the message of Christianity furtber from thé
stations, the missionaries decided to devote much of their
early time by opening up missions and out-schools, where
simple religious instructions in hymn singing, reading,
writing and basic arithmetic were taught. Since the whole aim
of missiopary education was to win more converts for the
church membership, little was done by these .earlier
missionaries to stress the importance of education for its own
sake?.

Apart from the evangelical education, the missionaries
also offered vocational educa£ion. They,in particular,
stressed on this type of education as they believed that it
was-capable of combating indolence, depravity and natural
laziness that Africans were said to be suffering from©.

As the Abagusii disdained the presence of the -White
foreigners in their country®, enthusiasm for newly introduced
formal western education was indeed very low accompanied by &
display of dislike, suspicion and indifference at the start.

However, with time, enthusiasm picked up, the Gusii started

to attend mission schools in large numbers, seeking the newly
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introduced formal education which they had earlier on opposed.
This new enthusiasm arose when the Gusii as did other people
in Soutﬁ Kavirondo witnessed the new social economic
advancement opportunities which had been brought about by the
introduction of formal education. Hence, they subsequently
flocked to mission schools in an endeavour to acquire the new
skills which were rewarded with high pay in the employment
markets:
So RAfricans developed an interest in formal eduation when
settlers began to pay relatively highly for reading and
writing ability oan the new farms. The Government began
to look for clerks and employees who could obey
Instructions. The missions themselves helped Lo
encourage interest in schools by giving better educated
Africans responsibilities and material benefits. While
the missions saw education as a valuable arm of their
work. One reason for the concentration on education
especially during the second decade of the twentienth
century was the increasing demand for 1t7
The monopoly of establishing, fimancing and controlling
formal Western education in South Kavirondo (where Kisii land
was found) for a long period was largely in the bands of
Christian missionaries. However, as- from the end af the
‘World War I, the people of this area like their counterparts
in North Nyanza started to question and challenge the
Christian monopoly on their own education. After their
experience in E€Christian mission schools, the inhabitants of

this area wanted norn—-denominational institutions with

adequate literary content which they trusted could enable them
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to be on equal terms with other races. Bogonko (1977) asserts

that:

When Africans in parts of Kenya became dissatisfied with
the quality of education provided by the missianaries,
they took two 1ines of action. There was one group who
worked through the Local Native Councils (LNCs) and
others which decided to run their own schools cutside the
government both local and central. The former led to the
establishment of such schools as Ksakamega, Kagumo, and
Kisii, The latter line of action led to the cpening of
Independent schools which were best organised and most
successTul in Central provinceB

It was through the Local Native Councils that Government
African School Kisii (GAS) was established in 1934. This
school like Kagumo in Central Province and Kakamega in North
Kavirondo was supposed to offer literary education which Qas
not found in mission schools. The school was opened so that
Africans could get secular education as opposed to the one

offered by the mission schools.

Statement of the Problem

This study analyses the development of secular education
in South Kavirondo District of Colonial Kenya. To bring out
this factor clearly, the establishment of chernment'ﬁfrican
School, Kisii (GAS) and its development between 1934 and 1963
has been chosen as the main theme of the study. Under this
premise, an analysis has been made of the following:

{al The forces that led to the establishment of GAS Kisii;

(&) The part played by various agencies in the establishment
and development of the school and

icl The impact of the school on the surroﬁnding community

and beyand.
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Secular education, as used in this study refers to
thateducation outside missionary influence and conmtrol. it
differs from missionary education in content, form and
emphasis. This education was expected to provide Africans
with relevant skills which could ernable them fit im +the
European.-economy rather than making them converts and
‘catechists.

Significance of the Study

The study has analysed the various forces that influenced
the development of secular education for Africans in South
Kavirondo District of Colonial Kenya. It hopes to reveal that
it was as & result of the weakness and meagreness of the
missionary education which denied Africans apportunities for
secular education that the Government African School was
established. Further, the study hopes to shed light and
knowledge as concerns the school’'s historical origin and
cevelopment.

The study apart from going to show the role of various
agencies in the establishment of Kisii School should be &
useful reference to educationists and planmners. To the other
educational researchers, this study hopes to encourage and

stimulate some interest and further research in the

development of secular education in Kenva.

Scope of the Study
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This study discusses the growth of secular education in
South Kavirondo durinmng the colonial period. The historical
South Kavirondop District in the study refers to the area that
constitutes the present day Kisii, Nyamira, Migori and Homa

Bay Districts of Kenya (See Map in Fig. 1 Below).
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Ta bring this out clearly, a case study af the ocrigin,
development and impact of GAE Kisii is made. The study has
established that Christiaﬁ missicnaries ploneered the
introduction Df‘western education in varilious parts of Kenva
including Socuth Kavirondo. It has &alsop examined and traced
the underlying factors behind the establishment of GAS Kisii
in 1234 up to 194683 as this was the year that marked the
achievement of political independence, brimging to an end the
Britigh colonial system of education in Kenya. The
development of education after this period was influenced by
the outcome of new educational policies adopted by the
Independent Government.

Though the Kuria, Luo and Basuba did contribute to the
establishment of OGAS, Kisii, the school was established
largely through the efforts of the Gusii. Hence, this study
is mainly cemntred in Gusii land.

Methodology

In carrying out this study the researcher employed the
historical research method. This method involves a systematic
and objective systematic and objective lccation,'evaluation
and synthesis of evidence derived, with a view to
establishing the facts and drawing conclusions about past.
events. Highlighting the importance of historical method,
Travelers says;

. Every area of human endeavour can beneflt from the study
of its own history (sic). But the Ahistorical studies
probably have special values 1in education where the
latest innovation is too cften anly the renewal of a
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long discarded idea. For example the recent interest In
the initial teaching alphabets represents a revival of
the idea had considerable popular vogue during the last
century. The Historian can often tell whether they are
carliest and releted ef¥forts with which we should be
familiar (sicl9

in this research method, facts on past events, which
would otherwise remain unknown are established, revealed and
made avaflable to the present and future generations.

In carrying out this study, the researcher relied on both
primary and secondary sources, oaf infarmation. Primary
sources can be described in most cases as written records or
documents on what a writer has actually seen and heard or the
first hand expression of his ideas. GSecondary sources on the
other hand are those in which a‘person describing the event
was not present but has obtained his decription from someone
else who may or may not have directly observed the events*®,

In this study, the primary sources will include
government and mission reports, letters of correspondence,
school records and official government circulars kept at the
Kenya National Archives (KNA}, mission archives, Cardinal
Dtunga Historical Society Archives (COHSA) \Nyabondo
Historical Archives and the imstitution libraries, such =&s
Kenyatta University Library and University of Nairobi Library.
Apart from these documentary records, information on this

study were obtained through interviewing various people who

had a direct bearing to the study. Such people include the
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Kisii School 013 boys., the ex—teachers, administrators and
fDrmer mission boys among others,

The use of oral interview technique in this study is
justified on the ground that information that is obtained
would Help substantiate the primary and secondary sources of
data?, i

Through oral interviews, the researﬁher came face to face
with persons directly affected by this study, hence adequate
information to supplement the primgry and secondary sources
were obtained*=.

For the purposes of this study, secondary sources
included information gathered théough reading relevant books,
articles, Journals, magazines, newpapers and dissertations.
The data collected From both the primary and secondary
sources by the researcher were subsequently synthesised into
what has formed the thesis. On the~ba5i5 of the researcher’'s
fimdings, conclusions are drawn and recommendations for

further studies in certain areas made.

Review of Related Literature

In Kenya as was the case with other British colonies, the
Christian missionaries had the upper bhand in establishing
finamncing and controlling formal education development before
the emergence of government — missionary cooperation at the
turn of the twentieth century. The main education curriculum
emphasized by the missionaries and supported by the colonial

government educational policies was techno-religious.
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In proposing vocational education for the Africans, the
government and missionaries reasoned that the right way of
getting #African artisans to replace relatively expensive
Indians. Vocational education was also stressed on the belief
that the provison of literary education could make the African
be more accessible to the mysteries of the White man in turn
making the African big—heaeed and subversive. This attitude
was best expressed by the saying that "The best African was
one who was Ignorant and therefore of no challenge tag the
white man"13.

In Kenya, with the end of World War I, the missionary
educated Africans plus the African soldiers who had come back
home with a wide view of the outside world formed political
assnciatiuns that pressurized for a secular education among
other grievances. Towards t%is end, the alliance of churches
started as a movement for the Federation of Protestant
Missions of the Protectorate whose membership constituted the
Church Missionary Scciety (CMS), the African lnland Mission
{AIM), the Umited Methodist and the Church of Scotland
established Alliance High School Kikﬁyu for Africans in
192814,

Meanwhile, the Roman Catholicz were not ready to be
overshadowed by the Protestant groups, so they established
their school at Kabaa in Machakos in 1930, Later, the school
was transferred to Mang'u in Kiambu District. These schools

were developed through grants—in-aid and offfered Cambridge
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Certificate Education. The Africans, with the inauguration of
the Local Native Councils (LNCs) in 1925, worked through them
to establish secular schools as Kakamega, Kagumag andiﬁisii.
Considerable amount of literature has been written on secular
education as a theme but none of these works has addressed the
case of GAS Kisii as & secular institution adequately, a8 task
this study has undertaken.

Furley and Watson'® in their work have discussed
generally the development of education in the éhree East
African countries in the pre—coclonial, colonial and
post-colonial periods. While they concur that the government
agreed to open secular schools at Kékamega and Kagumo, their
work has ignored the case of GAS5 Kisii which was a secular
institution in South Kavirondo.

Bermant= discusses the contribution of the Christian
missionaries in the establishment of formal Western education
in Africa. He contents that when Africans were dissatisfied
with the type of education they received at mis=ion schools,
they established their own independent schools, which were to
be non—denominational institutions offering literary
education. Schools such as Kakamega, Kagumo and Kisil were
established as & reaction to lack of secular education in the
mission controlled schools. This study shows that Africans
did establish secular schools such as the GAS Kisii in

addition to Berman’'s apt discussion of independent schools.
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Sally Abbot =+ work reveals that Africans contributed to
the development of formal education financially, materially
and industrially for the establishment of secular schools
outside the missionary control. However, she does not show
how these schools developed after establishment.

Lohentz*® discusses the emergence of politicsl
associations in North Nyanza by 1920. Through these poiitical
associations, the LNCs were established which became the best
channels for pressurizing for secular education. What
Lohentz's work fails to show is the difference between the
LNC and the peolitical a&ssociations.

S.N. Bogo;ko (1977) says that modern education in
Gusiiland was introduced by Christian missionary groups and
was mainly evangelical. Bogonko is of the view that most of
thesee missions were poorly equipped and staffed. Hence,
education givenr by them was of relatively low quality.
Bogonko shows that Africams in Scouth Kavirondo as the case of
Nerth Nyénza and Nyeri started to demand more secular as
opposed to purely religious education as early as 1720s. This
led to the establishment of Government schools at Kakamega,
Kagumo and Kisii. With the estaﬁlishment of these schools,
the Christian moncopoly of ﬂestern education was virtually
brought to an end. Bogonko's work on the growth of secular

education in South Kavirondo exclusively highlights the

difference between the secular BGAS Kisii and the mission
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schools. Consequently, a study giving details of the origin,
development and impact of the GAS Kisii is necessary.
Mukudi=< discusses the contribution of Africanms in North
Nvanza towards the establistment of secular education in that
area. Mukudi shows that in their quest for better education
than the one given in mission schools, Africans used the
inaugu?ated LNC to establish the Kakamega secular school.
Whereas this. case stuay of Kisii Secular School is going to
cover all the colonial period, Mukudi's work is up to 1945 and
localised to the situation as it was in Narth Nyanza.
Were=* has analysed the factors behind the establishment
of GAS Kakamega. He has also identified the dissatisfaction
of the Africans as far as missionary education was concerned

but his work is a mere tribute to Herold Arthur Chapman.

-
== =T

Mwanzi and Keipo* give an account of the originm and
developﬁent of Chavakali and Sosiot Girls respectively. Their
works have shown how the ‘'Harambee (Self-Help) spirit has
been succesfully used for educational ‘advancement and
development in Kakamega and Kericho districts. Unlike the
works of Mwanzi and Keino on the role of 'Self-Help' during
the post - independence périod. this study deals with the
entire colonial period.

Dkepye=* in her account of the role of Romam Catholic
Mill Hill Christian Fathers shows that Roman Catholic

missionaries pioneered in education establishment in Kisii.

She concurs with Bogonko that this education was mainly
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evangelical whose objective was to increase the number of
Roman Catholic followers. In 1935, Nyabururu became & girls’
school offering secular education in addition to religiocus
education. Okenye then traces its development to the 1980s,
However, her work does not show how education generally
developed in Busii.

Karani=® analyses the origin and growth of Masenoc High
School to the ;arly 1960s. She points out that Méseno Was
founded by the Church Missionary Society {CMS) &5 a
springbeoard for propagating Christianity in the area around
Maseno. The schowl also offered vocaticnaf education in
addition to religious instructions. Karani cites 1908 strike
that broke out in the schogl whereby the students rejected
vocational education to secular "one. After the striké, the
school started to offer some secular education and-with the
coming of Carey Francis, the scheool developed to be a great
educational dinstitution. Although Karani’'s work discusses
secular education, the theme of her study is more centred on
Maseno and i1ts &alumni with.the local soéiety.

Kipkcrirza‘analyses the contribution of the Alliance
Mo;ement - a movement for the federation of protestant
missions. According to Kipkorir, Alliance High School was
established to offer secular education. Under the leadership

of Carey Francis, the school transformed into a great

eduational institution in the country. Despite his detalled
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discussion, korir’'s study is limited to Alliance High School
and cannot be generalised to GAS Kisii.

Osogo gives us an exhaustiﬁé account of the history of
Kabaa from the time it was established by the Romanm Catholic
Holy Ghost Fathers in Machakos up to its transfer‘tu present
site in Mang'u, Kiambu District. He reveals +that the
establishment of Alliance in 1924 by the protestants acted as
a catalyst to the establishment of Mang'u in 1230Q. ‘Although
Dsogo’'s work is detailed, it cannot be generalised to other
schpools such as GAS Kisii.

Summary

"Review of the available literature has shown that since
the end of World War 1, the desire of having secular
institutions to offer literary education in various parts of
Kenya was very high among the Africans,. Hence, through
self—-taxation, secular schools like Kagumo, Kakamega and Kisii
emerged. However, the reviewed works have.focussed on the
factors which led to the E5tab1i5hment‘of the above schools
but not how those schools developed after establisbment. This
study like those of Karani, Osogo and Kipkorir highlighted the
forces and the role plaved by various agencﬁes in the
development of GAS Kisii. It has also discussed the social and

economic impacts on the establishment of the school to the

surrounding community and beyond since its establishment.
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Organisation of the Study

This study is organised inte six chapters. Chapter one
presents the background +to the study, statement of the
problem, methodology and review of literature.

Chapter two discusses the establishment of missionary
education in Gusii land (1909-1934) while Chapter three looks
at the colonial government’'s 'poli;;es, practices and
participation in education in South Kavirondo up to 1%25.

Chapter four analyses the orign and develcopment of
Government Africamn School, Kisii (19Z25-194&4}. Chapter five
discusses the achievements of Government African School,
Kisii. Lastly.,. Chapter six presents SLUMM&rY . and

recommendations for further research.



-iBg-

Notes

10,

11.

D.N. Sifuna, History of FPrimary Education,{ondon
Institute of Educstion and Kenyatta University, Faculty
of Education (Nairobi, 19846}, p. 195.

. Shart_ Essays_con_Education_in_Kenya

(Nairobi, Kenya Literature Bureau, 1980), p. Z.

S.N. Mwanakatwe, The Growth of Education in

Zambia since independence, (Lusaka,OxTford University
press, 19889), p. 11.

I1bid., p. 11.

D.N. Sifuna, DPevelopment of Educsticn in Africa, The
Kenyan experience: (Nairobi: Initiatives Ltd, 1990), p.
32,

S5.N. Bogonko, "Christian Missionasry Education and its
Impsct on the Abagusii of Western Kenya, 1509-19463:
(Unpublished Ph.D Thesis, University of Nairobi 1977), p.
1449.

D.N., Sifuna, op.__cit., p. 144
S.N. Bogonka, op. cit., p. Z2G8Q

g, Travelers, and N. Robert, An_ Introduction

to AResearch, (New York: Macmillan Fublishing Company.
19469}, p. S%.

W.R. Borg and M. D.Gall, Educational Research, {(New York:
David Mckay Company 1971), P. 2&0.

F.N. Kerilinger, Foundaticns of Behaviour Research,
2nd Edition, (London: A Holt International 1973), p.
119,

a.c. PMwana, Introducticn _to Educational Research

Iq.

For Student Teachers, {Thadan: HeineMann Education
Lttd., 198%), p. 7F7.

H.F. Makau, Education Pevelopment and Nation

Building in Independent "Africa. (London: SCM FPress
ttd., 1971}, p. 2.

Colony and Republic of Kenya; African Education in Kenya,
"The Beecher Report' (Nairobi: Government Printer, 1749),
g. 4.




]
.
L]

h,
B
v

. Furley, and T. Watson, - A History_ of .Education

1n East Africa, (New York: NOK Publishers, 1978).

E.H. Berman, "Africans and Their Schools®, .

History of Education quarterly, (Val. 17, 1%77).

5.FP. Abbot, "The African Educaticn FPolicy aof the Kenyva
Government, 1904-1939.," (Unpublished M. Fhil. Thesis,
University of London, 1970). -

FP.K. Lohrentz, "The FPolicies of Educaticon Develcpment In
Central and Southern North Nysnza, Kenya 1909-193%9",
(Fh.D. Thesis, Syracuse University, 1977). ’

S5.N. Bogonko, op. cit.
E.S5. Mukudi, "African Contribution toe the Growth of

Secular  Education In North Nyanza, 19220-1943".
(Unpublished M.Ed. Thesis, Kenyatta University, 178%).

- G.5. Were, "The Making of Kakamega High Schocl; A tribute

to Herold Arthur Waterlog Chapman'.

Trans African _Journal of History, (Vol. 17 1968).

H. PMwanzi, "Development of Educaticon, Self-Help 1in

Maragoli and Chavakali" ({(Unpublished B.A. Dissertation, -
University of Nairobi, 1971).

E.R.LC Keino, "The Contribution of Harapbee tc the

Development of Post-Frimary Education: A case study of

Sosict Girls Schocl, 19589-78." {Unpublished M.Ed,

Thesis, Havard University, 1980)

E.M. Okenye, "The contributicn of Mill Hill Missionaries
in the Educational Pepartment 1n Kisii District': A case
study of Nyabururu Girls High School: Our Lady of

'L oudes. {Unpublished - FGDE Dissertation, Kenyatta

University, 19837).

F.A. Karani, "The Histary af Maseno School 1%06- 1%
Its Alumni and Local Scociety". {(Unpublished M.A. Thes
University of Nairobi, 1973),

&2;
is,

B.E. Kipkorir, "Alliance High School and the Origin of

Kenyan £lites”, ({Unpublished Fh.D. Thesis, Cambridge -

tiniversity, 1959).

C TN Osogo, "The Histary of Kabas - Pang'u .and the

contribution of the Holy Ghost Fathers upon Education In
Kenya".  (Unpublished. M.A. Thesis, University of East
Africa, 1970). ' 2

i
e o —— e ——

L, -




CHAPTER TWO

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION IN
GUSIILAND 1909 — 1934

The introduction of formal western education in Gusili was

the work of the Mill Hill society of the Roman Catholic Church
and the Seventh Day Adventist Chri;tian missionaries.
Although the provision of education, was initially the sole
responsibility of the Christian missionaries, Africans through-
the encouragement of the Local Native Councils gradually
‘assumed the responsibility for supplementing educational
development of the Christian churches.
In Busii, it was until 1934, when Kisii School was established
that the Africans became partners afbngside the Christian
missionaries in shouldering, co-ordinating, financing and
directing the develapment of formal Western education.

This chapter examines the role of Christian missionaries
in the establishment of formal Western education in QGusii

between 1909 to 1934.

Missionary Intrusion Into Kenya

Generally Christian missiormary intrusion into Kenya as
any other part of Africa was a= & result of evangelical
rivalry among various religious movements in Europe.
Christian missionaries believed that they had a divine duty
of propagaling the Christian gospel to the “heathen” or
benighted Africans in order to win their souls for Christ,
The impetus behind the missionary zeal was provided by reports

1

of European explaorers and traders who maintained that Africa
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was a land rich in paganism and therefore a suitable ground
for Eurcopean missionary worhkt.

Qccﬁrding’tc Sifuna (1980). most Christian missionaries
believed that Africa was backward, uncultured and uncivilized
with no tradition or history. The Africans themséelves were
said to be lazvy, indifferent or alternatively too

‘superstitious and immoral to have developed a&a serious
religion. Hence the Christian missionaries naturally assumed
that it was their duty to regenerate. evangelize and raise
Africans to a high levelz.A

In the final analysis, Christian missionaries ventured
into most parts of eric; with the sole aim of converting
Africans into Christianity. To succeed in their -
evangelization, the miscionaries introduced formal schooling
through which they propagated the Christian message.

The Establishment of Missionary Work in Kenya

Christian missionariesz are rightly acknowledged as the
founders of Western education in Kenya and in other parts of
Africa®. The Roman Catholic missionariez from Portugal. were
the first group of missioparies to settle and begin work in
the Kenyan goast in £helsixteenth and seventeeth centuries.

The Augqstinian Friars known as the Fortuguese Christian
Missionaries established & monastery at Mombasa and were
responsible for the establishbment of formal education
Cactivities among the local inhabitants along the coastal
strip, stretching up to Lamu in the North, .In 1597, théy

claimed the conversion of nearly =six hundred souls, but gave



no details aof their race and a&ge. no doubt some of them were
young Africans possibly who worked for the Poriuguese as
slaves?. The Portuguese missionary activities were mainly
restricted to the coastal areas.

The defeat and departure of the Portuguese in 1727 led to
the total collapse of formal Western educaticon at the coast.®
However., with the second wave of Christian missionaries
venturing into Kemva in mid-nineteenth century., & new era in
Kenva's educational development began.

In 1844, the representatives of the Church PMissionary
Society (CMS) founded in 17646 and led by Dr. Ludwig Krapf, J.
Rebmann and J. Erhardt arrived in Kenya. Within a short time
of their arrival, they were able to establish & mission
station at Rabai. Dr. Krapf then started to translate some
parts of the Bible into Swahili and tc prepare some reading
materials for his pupils in preparation for baptism.

krapf together with Rebmann went ahead to start a
boarding school for sons of chiefs as & way of influencing tHe
spread of Christianity through the future ruling elite®. "The
school &t Rabal mission made & slow progress and Krapf's
constant persuasion for parents to send thelir children to the
school generally proved frultless’s.

Apart from Rabai. the CMS later opened other stations and
echools at Freetown (1B75) in Mombasa to cater for the freed
slaves, anmd in Taita Taveta (1B%0).

The United Methodist Mission (UMM) under the leadership

of Dr. Krapf. who had broken from the CMS entered Kenya and
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opened stations and schoels at Rabai. Lamu and Jomvu. The
Church of Scotland Mission encouraged by the director of the
Imperial Brigzsh East Africa Company William Mackinnon cpened
a station at Kibwezi which they later transferred to Kikuyu
area in 1888.

The Swedish Mission on its part. worked in Kulesa on the
Tana River and in Lamu. However, later on, they moved to
Kismayu to convert the Galla intoc Christianity. In 1902,
these two mission stations were bhanded over to the
Neukerchener German Mission after Laving made little
educational impact in their areas of occupation™.

With the African Inland Mission,they settled at Nzui in
Ukambani where they made little success. This later forced
them to move further inland to Kijabe where they established
their headguarters. The Roman Holy Gheost Mission also opened
a mission station in Mombasa. Bura in Taveta and later moved
to Nairobi in 18%0.

The completion of the Uganda Railway’in 1901 enabled
various Christian missions to penetrate into the interior with
coneiderable ease. from the coastal areas. The CMS was able’
to opemn a station among the Kikuyu at Kihuruko (19CL1l).
Waithaga (1903), Kihuhia {(130&}, Mahiga (1908) and Embu in
1910. The Church of Scotland Mission opened a second station
at Tumutumu in 1508. The United Methodist Mission (UMM)
worked among the Meru people. The Consolata Mission from

Italy cpened a station at Kiambu (1902), Limuru (1903 and

Mangu (1906).
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opened stations anmd schoels at Rabai, Lamu and Jomvu. The
Church of Scotliand Mission encauraged by the director of the
Imperial British East Africa Company William Mackinnon opened
a station at Kibwezi which they later tranmsferred to Kikuvu
area 1in 18B88.

The Swedish Mission on its part, worked in Kulesa on the
TanalRiver and in Lamu. However, later on., they moved to
Kismayu to convert the Galla into Christianity. In 1902,.
these two missién stations were handed over to the
Neukerchener Lerman Mission after having made little
educatioenal impact in their areas of occupation™.

With the African Inland Missicn.éhey settled at Nzui in
Ukambani where they made little SLICCESS . This later forced
them to move further inland to Kijabe where they established
their headquarters. The Roman Holy Ghost Mission also opened
a miss=ion statiom in Mombasa, Bura in Taveta and later moved
to Naircbi in 1690.

The completion of the Uganda Railway in 1501 enébled
various Christian missions to penétrate into the inteérior with
considerable eaze., from the coastal areas. The CHMS wa=z able
to openr & station among the Kikuyu at Kihurukeo (19011},
Kaithaga {1903), Kihuhia (190&), Mahiga (1908B) and Embu in
1910. The Church of Scotland Mission opened & second station
at Tumutumu i 1908. The United Methodist Mission (UMM)
worked among the Meru people. The Consclata Mission from
Itély ocpened a station at Kiambu (1902), Limuru (1903) and

Mangu (1906).
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In western Kenvya among the Nilotic Luo, Baluvia, Gusii
and Kuria, mission stations were opened under the auspices of
the Church Missionary Society; at Masenc (1%905); Pentecostal
Assemblies of God at Nyang'ori, the Friends African Mission;
{Quakers) at Kaimosi (19202). the Church of God at Kima, Mill
Hill Catholic Missionaries at Nyabururu (1%11); the Swedish
Lutheran Church at lLumbia (1219), and the Seventh Davy
Adventist Christian missionaries at Gendia (1906) and Nyanchwa

(1913). The maps below show the Christian mission stations

in Kenva, in the period under review.
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Missionary Intrusion and Settlement in Kisii

By 1930, the Roman Catholic Mill Hill Fathers and the
seventh Davy Adventists were the opnly Christian missionary
groups operating in Gusii. Having entered Kisii, each of
these missicnary groups established & number of mission
stations from where they conducted their missionary work. In
the absence of government educational in5£itution5, the
development of formal education in Gusii scolely depended on
the Christian missionaries.’

The Establishment and Educational Activities of the Mill Hill
Missionaries in Kisii (1909-1934).

The Mill Hill Missionaries, Dutch by origin., worked for
the apostolic vicariate of the Upper Nile, founded in 1894,
with +their headquarters in Kampala, Uganda®. After the
completion of the Uganda Railway, and when it reached Kisumu
in 1901, the Mill Hill Fathers became interested in Kisumu
and Siava districts, where Fr, Brandsma established the first
missionary station in 1903 at Ojocla. mear Eisumu, 1t is from
this mission station that the Roman Catholic missiocnaries

:
ventured further into the present day ﬁlsii and Socuth Nyamza
districts.

However, the impetus behind the Mill Hill missionary
ipvasion of Kisiiland was prompted Ey Mr. Northecote, a British
colonial officer, who invited Fr. Brandsma to the present
Kisii District. Fr. Brandsma enthusiatically accepted the

invitation from Mr. NorthCote, and visited Kisii 1imn 1909. He

later selected Nyabururu near Kisii “boma" (town) for a
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mission staticn. On his return to Kisumu, he was fortunate to
come across a Muganda, Mikaeli Batiko, whom he appointed as &
catechist and sent him to build a few houses in the recently
selected mission site.

With the selection of a site for a mission, Batiko &and
Fr. Brandsma helped to put up three sgquare houses some which
acrted as & catechist class under Mr. Hemstead, a fellow
Christian catechist. Batiko was sent by Fr. Brandsma to go
around the Kisii country for sons of chiefs and headmen so
that they could be trained as catechists. Within a few days,
a few boys were in residence. Later Fr. Brandsma decided to
send twelve of these youngmen to Mukumu, Kakamega to be taught
both reading and catechism. What was frustrating is that all
but Saboke, Joyo, Oteroc and Kitembe managed to arrive in
Kakamega in July 12107.

By the end of 1910, the Roman Catholic missicnaries had
not achieved much in Kisiilarnd in terms of propagating the
gospel, But threatened by the advancement of the Seventh Day
Adventists who were opening one station after another at
Rusinga Island., Gendia, Nyanza Gulf, and Wire Hill. the Mill
Hill misesionaries quickly moved into Kisii and 1in Jdanuary
1911, Fr. Brandsma bhad to make an application to the
government for land at Nyabururua, for the establishment of =
station. They acquired 20 acres of land near Kisii station™,

and on December 13th,1911,Nvabururu Mission was officially

founded by Fr. Brandsma ancd Fr. Wall**.
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Missiconary work in BGusii was, to & large extent., &
painful undertaking for the Roman Cathelic Church and the
Seventh Day Adventist missiconariest=®. The community made it
difficult to the missionaries because they did not want to co-
operate amd work as porters and la&bourers, whenever the
missionaries required their services. Their reluctance
together with the fact that they refused to sell food to Fr.
Wall whenever he wanted to buy it from them, plus the fact
that they displayed open hostility to the missionaries, played
a great role in frustrating the success of missionary
activity in Kisiiland as reported anonymously:

At first, Nvabururu was not & success, in fact, 1t gave

- no promise whatsoever. The Gusii or Abagusii were
hostile to the missionaries. This was becsuse they
associated the white missionaries with the pecple who had
sent out the punitive expedition fof 19058). Later on.
when the first World War broke cut., the hostile feelings
were 1ntensifiedll.

Hence, by the outbreak of World War I, missionary wark
was =still far from taking root among the Gusii. despite the
fact that missionaries had a misconception of Kisiiland befng
& favourable place for the success of Christianity. During
the war, Kisii town was invaded by German troopz forcing Fr.
Wall and others to flee Nyabururu to take refuge in Kisumu.
When the news spread among the Gusii that Nyabururu had been

deserted., the Gusii rushed there and destroyed whatever they

1cou1d find. They looted and helped to bring down whatever
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stood up by tearing everytibhing down: “"a punitive expedition
this time from thelir party"ri

Nyabururu remained closed without a priest in residence
till OQOctober 1919 when Fr. Wall came back again to work
full—time at the mission. This time the mission started to
make some steady progress and with the coming of Fr. Dovle,
tremendous Catholic church expansion was wWitnessed in
Kisiiland.

During his tenure in Nyébururu, Fr. Dovle becanme very
active and instrumental in the revival and re—establishment of

missionary work in Kisii. He made journeys which enabled him

to cover various parts of Kisii for the purpose of propagating

the Christianm gospel, In these journeys, he established
out-stations, which later develeoped inte out-schoeols of
Ny abururu. These out—-stations were: 1itibo in Bonchari,

Kiorori, Nvangweta and Mwamoriango in Scouth Mugirango. There
was also Nyansara and Bombaba in Bomachage., Nyakegogi in
Bobasi, Amasago in  Nyaribari, Mosocho 1in  Bogetutu and
Bonyaiguba in North Mugirango.

Despite stiff competition from the SDA, the Roman
Catholic Church was by 1230=s, gaining some rocts in Kisiiland.
Dn the side of education, the history of present modern
education in BGusii started immediately with the establishment
of Nyabururu mission. From the early start, the Mill Hill

missionaries were aware of the role of education in the

¥Emphasis by Fr. Burgman
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expansion of missionary evangelical activities. The Mill Hill
Fathers regarded schools as & vital vehicle by which the
Kisii could be weaned from their pagan traditiomal background
to the way of the cross. It is upon this background, that Fr.
Brandsma opened a mission-cum school 1in Nyabururu whose
objective was to improve the moral, social and intellectual
status of the local natives at the same time leaving the
natives: as mucﬁ as possibler?,

The first concern of the Mill Hill Mission was to use
education as a springboard of spreading the Christian gospel
to the whbole of Gusiiland. Initially, the school at
Nyabururu targeted the sons of chiefs and headmen in the
belief that the success of Christian enterprises depended on
the acceptance of the most influential pecple within the
indigenous community®®

The strategy of infuencing the Kisii from the top by
invelving the ruling class in evangelical and educational work
had been stuccessfully used in Buganda by the White Fathers
missionaries. By, 1912, according to the entry in a Nyabururu
Diary, the sons of chiefs and headmen attending Ny abururu

Mission School were: Saboke Ongeri., 0dera Oketch, Nyamorero

Ookwa, Mairura, Kifembe, vamusi, 0Otienc, 0Otiemo Qketch,
Okello Oketch, Nvamorero Ombati, Ongeri Nvakoi, Munubku
Mitongia, Mogeni Matara asnd Chogo Mokoro*<. It can be

concluded that five of the zons of the chiefs and headmen in
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Nyabururu Missien School could have been coming from Kisii,
as per their names.

Those chiefs who had forged an alliance with the MHM
especially chief Kasuku, were instrumental in producing
porters and labourers who helped to construct the mission
station. They further supplied food,clothes and maintained
discipline among the boys who a&attended Nyabururu Missiaon
School*™.

The Nyabururu Mission School mainly emphasised the
teaching of religious instructions, reading, writing, singing
and simple arithmetic?®. These =ubjects formed the core of
the curriculum because the overall aim of the school was to,
produce catechists to =erve in the church. By 1913, the
attendance in the scheool included non-Kisii's*®,

Table 1: Pupils by ethnic group and sex attending Nyabururu
Roman Catholic mission school in 1913:

ETHINIC GROUP NO. OF PUPILS SEX
Abagusii 26 Males
Aba tende 25 Males
Abagwasi S Males
Luo i 7 Males
Luo 2 Females
Total 63

Source: S5.N. Bogonko, "Christian Missionary Education and
1ts Impact on the Abaguéii of Western Kenya, 1906 - 19563"

{unpublished FPhR.D. Thesis, University of Nairocbi 1777).
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Within a short period of its establishment, Nyabururu
started to make some positive progress and achievement. For
example, when the District Commissioner of South Kavirondo
was writing the 1?14 annual report, he noted that the school
was able to provide him with boys to be emplovyed as clerks in
his office, unlike their counterparts the Seventh Day
Adventist of Nyanchwa whose boys could neither read nor write.

However, the enthusiasm with which the ¥Kisii had taken
education started to slow down with the outbresk of the World
War 1 as Fr. Wall was later to note:

I cannaot say thaé the kisii are very keen orn
reading &s I have had censiderable difficulty iIn
getting chiefs to see the need of their sons &and
boys educationl?.

The BGusii hatred of the white men who had carried
punitive messures on them in 1905 and 1907 - 19208, the
non—appesling missionary education and the shallowness of the
curriculum which did not prepare them for white collar Jjobs in
the civil administration, caould have been the reasons for
their reluctance in continuing education at Nyabururu.

These ocbstacles brought about the temporary closure of
Fyabururu mission—-cum schooi in the World War I period. The
school re-opened towsrds the end of 1919, when Gusii attitude
towards education had positively changed, as observed by
Cistrict Commissioner of South Kavirondo:

During the last few months, however noticeable change has

come over them, one result being that many of them
suddenly expressed a wish to learn, read and write.
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Their wish Is being scceded to and It Is hoped that good

results may be obtarlned in due courseZQ.

This new interest and enthusiasm on education was due to
those Gusii who had participated in the World War I. They
became aware and conscious of the new social—-economic
opportunities brought by education. After the war, the
soldiers could have helped in boosting educational development
in Kisiiland by urging the people to attend mission schools in
great numbers.

Thus, for the MHM, it is during the timelof Fr. Doyle,
who arrived in.Nyabururu. on April, 20th 19220, that great
educational expansion ip Kisiiland occured. Fr. Doyle helped
to build & number of schocls and encouraged quite a number of
parents to take their childremn to schoel. Some of the schoaols
he helped to establish were: Nyabu;uru. today St. Mary's
Boeys., Mosocho, Amasago. Rangevyo, Nyansara. Bombaba and
Bonvaiguba=*.

These schools, apart from Nyabururu, were all elementary
. institutioms. Nyabururu, for example, started from Standard A,
and went all through up to standard six. The number of out or
bush schools attached to it continued to rise from 21 in 1921
to 60 by 1927==, This remarkable expansion forced Fr. Dovle to
start training African teachers at Nyabururu who 1in turn were
posted to teach in the village schools. These teachers were,

in most cases, ungualified and were unable to teach anything
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more than the very elements .©f readaimg, writing and
arithmetic.
Unlike the out - schools where elementary or venarcular
teachers spent all their enerqgy teaching religious education,

Nyabururﬁ taught carpentry, masonry, Kiswahili and English for

the higher classes, that 1s, Standard Tfive and six were
being offered in the school curriculum==. From 1926 Nyabururu
offered both religious and secular education in its

timetable, and when the Nyanza provincial inspector of
schools, Mr Webb, visited the schocl in September., 24, 1924,
he was greatly impressed by the English knowledge of the
teachers and the great number of subjects taught in the
school ==, ’

Due to the encouraging educational reports of both the
MHM anmnd their counterparts, the SDA in a meeting held on
Dctober_ 7. 1927, by the Kisii - Bakuria Locgl Native Council
for the first time., & proposal fer an educational grant of
shillings 100Qs= each for the Roman Catholic Plission
Nyabururu and SDA Mission Nyanchwa. was put farward. This
proposal was strongly recommended by the DC. 5ir Hodge. who in
& note to the LNC Minutes. recommended that:

vre this be approved. The LNC realises that they owe &

great deal of the work undertaken by the mission in the

past and they wlsh to show thelr apprecisation by making

these agrants, which are to be used for the purpose of
equipment and constructional purposels,.



.

The grant was approved and given to the two missionary
groups., For the Roman Catheolic's, the grant was used 1in
running St. Mary's Schonol . In subsequent YEAars, the
missionaries continued receiving grants, and Fr. Dovle decided
to use the money to develop a junior secondary school at §5t.
Mary's tb cater for the Kisii boys who had been sent hame from
S5t. Mary’'s Yala=*®. For the MHM, i1it's durimg Fr. Doyle’'s
pastorship in Nyabururu that formal educational development
started to gain root in Gusiiland. The mission stations and

out-schools of the RC, are shown in Figure 3a, below.
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Fig. 3a0. Roman Catholic Mission Stations and OQut— Schools in Kisii and

Nyamlra Districts, 1909—1335.

Source: S.N. Bogonko, "Christian Missionary Education and its
Impact on the Abagusii of Western Kenya, 1909-}963”
Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, University of Nairobi).
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The Establishment and Educational Activities -Df the S5SDA
Missionaries in Kisii {1913 — 1934)

The Christian missionaries of the Seventh Day Adventist
were the first cnpes to arrive in  South Kavirondo district,
but they were overtaken by the Mill Hill Fathers in starting
missionary work in Kisii=", Prior to their establishment in
Kisiiland,the SDA Christiamn missionparieszs under Pasiors E.
Philip., A.Watson,Jd.H.Sparks and A.A. Carscallen had opened
mission stations at Karungu (1212), the Isle of Rusinga
{1912), Kanyadoto (1213) amd Kamagambo (1%13)==.

The first SDA mission in South Kavirondo district was
established by Pastor A. h. Carscallen in 1907 at Gendis and
Wire Hill respectively. It was from Bendia mission that the
SDA activities spread to the rest of South Kavirondo district.
Nyanchwa mission was founded by Pastor IL. Evanson assisted by
/. Delhova from America 1in 1913. Immediately the SDA acquired
two &cres within Kisii township, they went ahead by
establishing & mission station, & school and residential
convertees.

Frem the time the Seventh Day Adventists established
themselves in Kisii. they embarked on the evangelical exercise
of propagating the gospel., with the hope of eventually
converting and winning the Kisii souls for Christ. Like the
case of the Roman Catholic Mill Hill Fathers, missionary work

in Kisiiland for the SDA proved to be quite & painful
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undertaking. Even before the MHM and the SDA could settle
among the Abagusii, Mumbocism was flourishing.

Mumboism wa= a nativistic cult began by a Luoc of Central
Nvyanza., by the name Onvango Dunde, who claimed +to his
adherents that the god Mumbo, a great serpent in Lake
Victoria, had swallowed and spat him af{er three davs on the
lakeshore. Onvango was commanded by Mumbo, to announce
Mumbo’'s displeasure at the presence of the Europeans,
denounce the Christian religion, attack its doctrines and the
European way of life. Mumbeoism predicted immediate expulsion
of all the Europeans in Nyanza, hence experiencing rapid waves
of resurgence with fast followings among the Luo and the
Kisii=~,

Apart from the Mumbo cult, the Kisii opposed the
missionaries and did not easily allow their children to become
involved with them. Far from what has been said. World War 1
also had its disastrous effects on the activities of SDA
missionaries in Gusiiland. When the war hbroke out, the S5DA
missionaries were forced to flee Kisii and take refuge &t
Kaimosi fn North Kavirondo. Like the Nyabururu incident, the
Kisii took advantage of the absence aof the Whites at Nyanchwa
mission, looted and completely destroygd whatever they
found®*. The mission remained in a bad state until 1916 when
Pastor A. Watson reopened it.

By the end.,of 191&., Pastor Watson assisted by & Luc

missionary volunteer, Yakobo Dlwa had successfully managed to
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get Musa Nyandusi, Samuel Omoke and Johanna Kiyondi who had
been educated at the CMS Narok as the first three mento
accept the SDA faith. The three were soon called to Nyanchwa
for further studies on Christian evengelism where they teamed
up witbh Paul Nyamweya, Mathavo Ratemo, Joel Araka, Joseph
Simba, Michael Nvasinga, Joseph Omboga and A. 0Obegi. Around
1218, Shem Kivaka, E. Mambe, 1. Nyabere, J. Sindiga, J. Dsoro,
Ayubu Oburi and Stephen Orwenyo also joined others in Nyanchws
Mission™?%t,.

In 1921, Pastor E. Beavon a graduate of Starborough
College., England, arrived in Nyanchwa to replace Watson, and
it is during Beavon’'s time that the S5DA Church managed to
‘spread into most parts of Kisiiland. Beavon -started by
baptising all evangelist students who had™joined Nyanchwa
from 1916. In 1928, he declared them as pastors who were to
work by propagating the Christian gospel to the whole of
Kisiiland.

Betweern 1921 to 1229, the SDA Church had managed to
establish numerous branches in various parts of Gusiiland.
Saome of these earliest SDA churches were at Magwagwa,
Nyangweta, Mokomoni, Riokindo, Gesusu, Metembe, Nvyanturago,.
Sengera, Nyakongo, Matongo, Nyaguta, Gionseri, Sironga and
Riosiri in soutthugirango. These churches were so referred
as Sabbath schools and they were attached to the main central
church in Nyanchwa. In 1929. when Beavon was writing his

annual report, he remarked that the SDA Church had about 4Z
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Sabbath schools with &a total average attendance of 3080
converts.

With regard to education, when the SDA Christian
missionaries arrived, settled and started work among the
Kisii, they were very much aware that it was only through
education that they could be able to propagate their Christian
gospel to the local inhabitants:

The chief work of the S5DA is to promulagate the gospel to

the tribes aof Africa. Realising that this can be most

effectively done through enlightening people, the 5DA
mission had made education & fundamental Iin Its policy32.

Like the MHM, the SDA Christian missionaries in Kisii
used education as a vital weapon of propagating t%e Christian
gospel among the Kisii people. With +the re-opening of
Nyanchwa in 1916, & boarding schoel for married and unmarried
students was established to teach religiows education,
writing, reading, simple arithmetic, principles of agriculture
and nature study among otheé things. The local wvernacular
(Ekegusii) was used for those students who stayed longer in
school. Those students who advanced a little bit higher than
others could be instructed on English but this was not alwavys
the case as the SDA did not believe in teaching English to the
natives™7,

By 1919, & teacher training programme had already started
in Nyanchwa and Musa Nyandusi who was later sent to teach at
Omaobe, Samwel Omoke who taught at Gesambe out-scheol and Paul

Nyamweva who remained at Nyanchwa were the first students to
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graduate from the teacher +training programme to become
teachers==, \

By 1929, the SDA Church had established about BO village
or out—-schools in various parts of Kisiiland. Some of these
earliest schools were built at Matunwa and Nyaiguta in
Nyaribari, Bonyunyu and Tonga in North PMugirango. Gionseri in
Bobasi, Riokindo and Kebera in Machoge, Kebirichi in East
Kitutu, Sengera in West Kitutu, Matongo in Wanjare and
Nyangweta in South Mugirango™®,

In each of these schools, the SDA mission assigned a
teacher—-cum evangelist whose duty, apart from teaching, was to
lay & foundation for more village scheools. These schools were
mainly religious institutions since the §DA educational
programme emphasized the “gospel of work”. Thus, industrial
and practical education was part and parcel of the school
curriculum. The SDA believed industrial education was morally
good for their students since it promoted the virtue of hard
work and Rept Dﬁpils busy from idleness which nurtured =sin.

Industrial education was also said to have helped and
equipped the Africamn converts with relevant knowledge which
could enable them improve their environment while at the same
time ensuring that the mission stations were self-sustaining
and supperting in terms of a steady supply of labour, bricks,
furniture a&and food both for sale and consumption. The
traimning of the heart, the hand and the eye was said to make

& balanced and ideal Christian convert==.
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By 1730, the SDA Church had achieved remarkable
educatignal expansion. However, its dividends were not as
pleasing™7. The reason was that, education was not stresseq
with any degree of seriousness, since most teachers were only
those pupils who had mastered 3R's, who after a short course
at Nyanchwa were appointed in charge of the village schools.
Eric Beavon occasionally used to visit the villagé
schools to supervise their progress and sometimes organized
inservice courses at Nyanchwa for the teachers,. In 19230,
when Beavon left for his home, N;thaniel Nyanusi, an African
adventist who had trained at the Jeans teacher’'s school
Kabete, took over from him the supervision and inspectio% of
the SDA schools 1in Kisii. Nyanusi worked &s a supervisor
between 1932 and 1942 when he fipally retired from that work.
The map in Figure 3b below shows the location of SDA mission

stations and schools in the period under review.
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Fig. 3b. Seventh Day Adventist Mission Stations and OQut— Schools in
Kisii and Nyamlra District, 1913 — 1935.

Source: S.N. Bogonko, "Christian Missionary Education and its
Impact.on the Abagusii of Western Kenya, 1909-1963"
(Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, University of Nairobi).



Aims of Missionary Education

At whatever place that the missionaries settled, most of
them engaged themselves in evangeliical as well as educational
work==, The Roman Catholic Mill Hill Fathers together with
the Seventh Day ﬁd;entists who opened mission stations in
Kisiiland were no exception. In educational work, the
Christian missionaries saw the success of evangelization since
they believed that a person’'s ability to read and understand
the Bible made him a better Christian.

In Kisiiland, as in all the parts of Africa, when the
Christian missionaries arrived, they found that Africanms had
thgir own religion, ways of worship, customs, beliefs and
traditions. The missionaries then branded African practices
as being barbaric, heathen, superstitious and satanic. They
felt that it was their primary duty tec fashion the African
character and way of life after the pattern of Christ=T. Thus
from the start, the Christian missicnaries preached the gospel
with the aim of convertimg the African so that he ccgld
abandon his old way of life and live according to the way of
the cross. However, the missionaries realized that for
conversion and civilization to take place formal education was
very necessary. JTherefore, they saw education as an important

weapon, & vehicle through which Christianity could be

effectively propagated“b.
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E.7T. Hole of the Friends Africa Mission (FAM) EKaimosi
commented on the relationship between education and
Christianity. He said:

A very close relationship can bhe seen hetween
evangeliration and education work. While educating the
native does not christinize him, yet it Iis most often
through teaching that cpportunity is offered of making &
direct and effective appeal to the native to leave his
old way of 1ife and live for Christ4l.

Education helped in facilitating the Christian gospel.
Hence the MHF and the SDA missionaries from their time of
settlement in Kisii adopted the wse of educsation for
evangelization purpose. Discussing on the MHF and the SDA
mission’'s stand with regard to education, S.N. Bogonko writes:

.. MIsSsSIions Saw education as & means through which they

could physically teach the local people. And 1ndeed it

was by education that the early missiongries managed to
teach their pupils the basic principles of Christianity

as well as the rudiments af writing, reading and

arithmeticd4?. .

Missionary evangelization epnterprise relied heavily on &
person’s ability to read and understand the Bible. This in
itself forced the Mill Hill and the SDA in Kisii to establish
village schools in whic% children of all ages could be given
elementary education alongside religious instruction leading
to baptism and increased church membership. Their early
schools grew out of the desire to train African catechists and
workers, and create an African middle class®™,

Despite the fact that education was looked at as a vital

means of propagating the Christian doctrine, little was dene
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by the early missionaries to stress the importance of
education for its own sake®?, Christian missicnaries believed
that education was only useful to them as long as it helped
in hastening the spread of Christianity. The education for an
African person was not a priority but was seen as a means to
that end”=.

Summary

In this chapter, we have dealt with the aim, content and
educational activities of the MHF &and the SDA in Kisiiland
from 19209 to 1734, We have shown that the two Christian
missionary groups pioneéred in the establishment of the
present day modern education in Kisii.

Missionary education, as we have shown, wa§ to a large
extent evangelical and little was done to offer literary
education. Apart from religious education, the missionaries
aleo offered industrial education with the aim of equipping
Gfricaés--with relevant skills that could enable them toc
improve their environment and at the same time work for the
general good of the mission.

Missiaonary educationsal programmes were generally
supported- by the colonial government policies. But as from
the end of the World War 1, the Kisii like the case of other
caommunities. the lubvya, Kikuwu and the Luo =tarted to
challenge the type of education given to them in the mission
cchools and supported by the coclonial government policies as

we shall discuss in the mext chapter.
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CHAPTER THREE

COLONIAL GOVERNMENT POLICIES, PRACTICES AND
PARTICIPATION IN AFRICAN EDUCATION
IN SOUTH KAVIRONDO T4 1925

In the present Kisii Nyamira, Migori, Homa Bay and Kuria
districts, Christian missionaries, for a long time virtually
enjoyed the monopoly of establishing, providing, financing and
controlling formal educational development for the Africans.

Fearing financial implications and burdens that they
could have incurred in shouldering African education, the
colonial government was contented to leave the education of
Africans to the Christian missionaries., The role missionaries
had played in the education of the children of the working
class in the eighteenth century Europe, was to ensure that
these children developed good moral character. As good
Christians, they accepted their status in society while
locoking towards heavenly rewards?t. Through Christian
instructions and teachings, the missionaries were able to

_0“',. LT,

pacify any feeling of popular dissent and re e&liﬁn that could
'\\

;: b

have led to an uprising é? ers. the lower
.t
3 ’; tr
spocial-economic class. Therefore, ‘ﬁﬁét thbs background the
i
British colonial govermment in Ke 4y left of

T

educating Africans to the Christian mlSSLQﬂaF195:

With time, as the Christian missionaries began to find it
increasingly difficult to shoulder and finance African
education, missionary - government cooperation in African
education emerged at the turn of the twentieth Century=. In

this pattern of cooperation, the missiocnaries came to largely
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depend o©on government educational policies and financial
support, while the state relied on the missionaries for
supervision, management and partial financing of schools™, In
an attempt to discuss colonial government educational policies
and practices in the case of South Kavirondo District, we
shall examine the response of the inhabitants of this area to
colonial government educational policies and practices.

Colonial Bovernment Policies and Practices on African
Education

The British éstab]ished a protectorate over a large part of
the present day Kenya in 18959, The government was mainly
concerned with establishing effective control and
adminmistration over its newly acquired territory. For
strategic and economic reasons, the colonial government
‘constructed with outmost speed the Uganda Railway at the cost
of nearly six million sterling pounds than the actual
estimated cost of four million.

The great expenses ipcurred in the construction of the
railway line brought about an outcry by the British taxpayers
who condemned and called the whole venture a ‘financial
fiasco® and a waste of taxpayers money. Now that the railway
was complete, its expenses had to be paid without involving
the British taxpavers again. Hence, this meant that part of
the protectorate had to be developed for economic

exploitation.

Sir Charles Eliot, Commissioner from 1900 to 1904 thought

that the best solution to the above issue was to encourage
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European settlers to move into the Kenyan highlands which had
anideal climate and favourable conditions for large-scale
farming. In part of his Encouragemenf, Eliot is reported to
have noted that:

The native population Iis very small, only twoe districts

(Kavirondo and Kikuyu) can be said to be thickly

populated, large areas are uninhabited and these areas

with others are climatically suitable to Eurcpean
colonizaticnS.

The arrival of the settler community forced the colonial
government to alienate from Africans several thousand acres of
land which they sold to the former cheaply. But despite the
availability of capital and land, the development and success
of the settler economy in kenya‘was largely to depend on the
availability of African labour force.

Therefore, the settlers led by the British aristocracy
among whom were, Lord Delamere,- Francis Scott and Cavendish
Bentick successfully campaigned for a share in the running of
the government so that they ¢buld get & forum for pushing
forward their settler grievances. In 1908, the colonial
government gave in to the settler demand by setting u; a
Legislative Council where laws and policies governing the
colony were made=. The establishment of Legislative Coupcil
imposed financial and educational policies which in the long
run forced the African teo enter into the labour market. Like
the Christian missionaries, the settler community held deeply

rooted racial ideas about the educability of the native

Africans.

-—
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The White community in general saw that Africans were a
‘primitive race of savages who had stagnated at the genesis of
the evolutionary process. This attitude was further
strengthened by the outbreak of pseudo-scientific racialist
theories in mid - nineteenth century Eurcpe. The hase of
these theories rose as & result of studies carried out by
anthropologists and ethnopologists about the educatability of
the African. In these studies the cranial capacity and
comparative head sizes and shapes were made &s & guide to
intelligence and &bility. In their findings, it WAS
allegedly revealed that and African brain was darker than that
of a Caucasian and that it was covered with brown spots Hence
the studies reinforced the belief that African brains and
skulls were less developed in comparison to those of the
Europeans.

In this lime of argument. it was generally held that an
Rfricam lacked the power of reasoning and therefore could not
be able to cope with secular education. To expose an African
to an academic curriculum was considered to be a futile and
hopeless venture, rather his mental ‘deficiency’ made it
prudent to expose him to practical education where the use of
the hand and eve was predominant.

The pseudo - scientific racists argued that anm African
was much like a child, easily fooled, had short memory of

sorrows and cruelties and provided he is well fed, easily

becomes happy”. The emergence of the evolutionary theory as
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advanced by writings of Charles Darwin in the 'The Origin of
Species’ no doubt provided vyet another strong weapon to
support the idea that Africans were inferior, semi—barbarian;
and were complétely incapable pf attaining the. European
standards of living.

"The éurcpean community in Kenya was completely influenced
by these racists ideas. They believed that it was a useless
venture to educate the Kenvya Africans. Most of the settlers
believed that the African mind therefore they were convinced
that the best education for an African\was the one geared
towards manual occupations, which they considered attuned to
his arrested development, and child-like bear;ng
characteristics®.

It was strongly felt by the European community in éeneral
that the best educational needs of an African were to resemble
those of the Eurcpean working class in Eurcpe who in rank and
need were qt pPar. Therefore, & system of educationlwhich
emphasized dignity of work, sel{—discipline, punctuality,
reliance and responsibility was transferred to Africa as a way
of shunning idleness, laziness and helplessness wHich Africans
were said to be suffering from.

In Kenya, as was the case with other British colonies,
the provision of industrial or vocational education to the

Africans was in conformity to the beliefs of all the White

community. They believed that through industrial and
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vocational education, the perceived ‘natural lariness’ that
the African suffered from could be eradicated.

Furthermore, the provision of industrial and vocational
education was seen as a means of promoting the virtues of
humility and encouraging manual labour which Africans were
said to be lacking. i1t was along this line that the Frazer
report of 1908, the Education Commission of East African
Protectorate of 1919, the Advisory Committee of 1923 and the
Department of Education in Kenya all supported industrial and
vocational education as the best system of education for the
Africans. In 1924, for example, the Department of Education
issued the following statement:

... education through industry Is the only right system

of education for the African in this present state of

develapment. It is scientifically correct and 1in
accordance with the distates of psychology. The
merntality of the African is underdeveloped and 1It's
universally admitted that handcraftts and manual training
are especially valuable in developing the motor centre of
the brain and for this reason,  feature: largely 1in

Kindergarten and in schools for defective children.?

The provision of decular education to Africans was
strongly opposed by a wide cross section of the Europeans.
Secular education was seen as politically dangerous as 1t
exposed Africans to ideas above their station in life which
in the long run could make them compete for the same jobs and

equal treatment like them.

The fear of competition for Jobs and demands for
equal rights pushed some white extremists and they
asserted that the education for the native should
not be the kind that would enable him to forsake
his place in the tribkal community. If he must be
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educated, his education should nat encourage him to
be anything beyond a good servantliQ.

Convinced o©of the White superiority and fearing the
dangers of giving secular education, the European community in
Kenya prescribed vocational oriented type of education for the
Africans. For them, v;caticnal education would facilitate
subjugation and instil discipline in the African. In India and
Natal Province of South Africa, where the British government
had made a mistake of giving Africans metropolitan academic
school curriculum, political uprisings had broken oput, hence
in the Colonial 0Office in London & powerful anti—-academic
group emerged to oppose the provision of secular education in
the new colonies.

The anti-academic group further believed tﬁat the
provision of literary education could make an African directly
accessihle to the mysteries of the White man which in turn
could make him big-headed apd subversive. This attitude was
at times expressed in such terms as the best African was the
one who was igrnorant and therefore with no challenge to the
White man*®. In his evidence before the Education Commission
of East erican Protectorate, Rev. J. Bergman stated clearly
that ‘he did not believe in the educstion fo} clerkship for
the natives for sometime to. come and that the natives
themselves could not do anything because they lacked

Initiatives’'12.
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The success story of the vocational education programme
at Hempton and Tuskegee colleges for the Negroes in the
Southern States of America served as & good example for its
suitability to Africans. The European community in Africa
were thus convinced of creating a similar education programme
in Africa as those of Hempton and Tuskegee colleges of the
Southern States of America believed that Africans as the
Negroes of the Southern States of America were £o be educated
according to their environment so that they could be =
constant source of labour in the European farms and not in
politics,

During the colonial era in Kenya, education development
for the Africans largely adopted a techno-religious character
on the basis of preparing humble, hardworking, disciplined and
responsible Africans for the services of the white people.
1n both mission and government schools during the period under
review, the contents of education given to the African was
largely affected by the factors we have already discussed
here.

Government Participation on African Education (1911 - 19295)

African education in Kenvya was closely interwoven with
Missionary work . Government participation on policy
guidelines and control of the African education only started
to emerge in 1911, the year when the Department of Education

was established and its first director appointed.
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Prior to %911. the gqovernment had neither a policy nor a
development plan, nor  an organization to guide its
participation in the field where Christian missibnaries had
gained extensive experience particularly in regard to the
education aof the Kenvan Africans*=.

In Kenva, the colonial government was concerned with the
pacification of the wvarious ethnic groups and inmculcation of
proper respect for European interpretation of law and order:=.
In 1904, Sir Charles Eliot did observe that:

Educatian;js entirely In the hands of the missionaries

with the exception of small European schools at Nalrobli

belonging to the railway. Perhaps this encoursagement
will be found sufficient Yor sometime to caome, for the
missicnaries are many and native population scantyl5.

Therefore, Sir Charles Elicot and Hayes Sadler proposed a
system of education throughout the protectorate whereby
mission institutions could be provided with grants—in—aid to
undertake indu;trial and vocational education for the
Africans.

The first step towards the provision of the proposed
efficient system of education was undertaken by the Protestant
missionary group who in 1908 formed a joint committee known as
Missionary Board of Education to discuss common problems in
language, discipline, textbooks, grants—-in—-aid and method.
The formation of an educational éoard by Protestant churches

under the leadership of Henry Scott coincided with the Frazer

Commission of 1909*=,
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The Frazer Commission under Prof. J. Nelson Frazer, &
long experienced educational officer in India, was the‘first
officially sanctioned inguiry by the coloni%l government into
the status of education in the colony. Frazer was
commissioned to recommend & structure of education for the.
colony along the limes put forward by the Giréles Commission
which envisaged a racial approach .in the development of
education in the protectorate?”.

Armed with fresh experience from India, where literary
education to Indians bad led to an uprising against the
colonial government, together Gith the strong encouragement
from both the settler and Christian communities in Kenya,
Frazer in his report recommended different educational systems
for the various racial groups in Kenya namely; Europeans,
Asians, Arabs, and Africans. In writing his report, he
strongly recommended industrial education for the Africans
which he felt would equip them with relevant skills ﬁeeded in
the world of work in the European farms*®.

Frazer's report on government - missionary cooperation
recommended that it was desirable that eaucational facilities
for the Africans should be provided by wvarious mission
societies on the ground that education of any kind, industrial
or technical was bound to be mischievous without morality
hence a complete education for Africans wasl therefore to

include some religious instructions*™.
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In line with the recommendations of the Frazer report,
the Department of Education through which government
grants—in—aid were to be administered was established in 1911.
J.R. Orr was appointed the first Director of Education. By
1912, eight mission schools which administered basic
industrial +training in smithing, carpentry agriculture and
even typing were receiving government grants—im—-aid through
the Department of Education. Some of these, mission schools

were those of the Friends Africa Mission (FAM) in Nyanza,the
Church Missionary Society (CMS) at Maseno and those of ;he
Church of Scotlang Mission (CSM) at Kikuyu and Tumutumu.

In areas which were not adequately served by the
missionaries, the colonial government through the Department
of Education went ahead to open its own schools. Some of
these schools were opened at Kitui (1909), Machakos (1915),
Narak (19218) and Kajiado (1923). The opening of these
schools marked the first attempt by.the government to provide
educational facilities to the Africans.

In almost &ll these first government schools }Dr
Africans, the curriculum included religious education, simple
agriculture, crafts and industrial education. Upon the
establishment of the Department of Education, one of the major
features of government policy regarding African education was
its technical nature.

To promote this kind of education, an education

commission of the East Africamn Protectorate was appointed in

‘
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1219 following the 1918 proposals in which various views had
been presented with regard to the nature of education in the
East African Protectorate. The 1719 Commission was commenced
on 8th July 1918 by the acting Governor Sir C.C. Baring and
was Chaired by J.W.Bartor.

This commission, like that of Frazer, was supposed to
report on the best pdssible means of effecting the educational
needs of the East African Protectorate. After listeming to
evidence from the ‘Christian bodies and individuals, it was
proposed that the best way of furthering education among the
natives was through‘the already existing missionary bodies.
It furthér recommended grant—in—aid subsidies in respect of
pupils at technical schools. It also felt that Education
given to the natives should adopt technical lines but it was
apprehensive of the:

v.. great danger of secular ecducation divorced from moral

and religious instruction. The natives require something

more than abstract moral code in place of primitive moral
laws and definite religicus belief Is necessary.if he has
to become an honest and reputable member of the societyZ0

According to the commission’'s recommendations, education
for Africans was to be based on techno-religicus linmes. This
was to enable them enter the field of labour rather than
pursue academic education which could “ruin”  them by’
preparing them for clericai_and other related jobs. With
regard to teachers., the commission recommended their training

and went ahead to suggést frequent inspection of schools and

called upomn District Commissioners to visit schools within

1
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their jurisdiction and inform chief=, elders and parents of
the value of education.

In the case of South Kavirondo, the colonial government’ s
participation was very minimal as there was no school to cater
for a class of children growing up in Kisii township and the
trading centre. The South Kavirondo Annual Report noted:

I would strongly advocate the establishment of a

qovernment industrial school at all District

Heaoguarters. Apart from the opportunities which would

be arfforded to natives of the township and trade centre

te whom some form of industrial educaticn iIs a vital
necessity2l.-

It was not until 19220 that there was increased government
invmlvgment in African education in the district, especially
the inspection of the mission schools., Imn a nutshell, the
ctolonial government education policy was largely to promote
industrial education. To this end, in 1922, the Department of
Education announced the establishment of grant-in—-aid to those
missiong which gave indusirial education and which also met
the reguired government standards.==<

In 1924, the members of the Phelps Stokes Education
Commission visited East Africa and after making & detailed
educational ipvestigation from various Kenyan communities
recommended co-operation between the government and the
missionaries in the running of African education. They also
recommended an educational curriculum adaptable to the African
environment so that the African could be prepared for manual

work which was beneficial to him and his community as a

whole==,
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To promote industrial education for adqptaticn, the
government established two central training institutions. The
Native Industirial Training Deport (NITD) in 1924 and the
Jeans School, Kabete in 1925.=4 The NITD offered advanced
training in technical subjects which were taught in the
villa;e schools, while the Jeans School trained Africans to
be supervisors who were meant to go_around a ciécle of schools
advising, stimulating and supervising the village school
teachers=%,

These educational institutions were also EUppD%Ed to be
models of similar institutions which were to be established in
the colony. It can be seen from the above discussion that
the ceolonial government like +the Christian missionaries
prescribed techno-religious education at the expense of

literary education to the Africans.

The African Quest for Secular Education: The Case of the
Abagqusii

ARs already discussed, in most parts of Kenya, South
Kavirondo included, Christian missionaries were larggly
responsible for the provision of educational facilities to the
Africans, while conforming to the colonial government
educational policies. The education they gave was primarily
evangelistic for acqguiring converts. Hence the provision of
schools by the missionaries was complimentary to.their desired
Dﬁjective of promoting the tenets of Christianity and

increasing the number of Christian followers.
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Since the Christian missionaries were convinced that
=thools were the best instruments of pFDmoting evangelization,
they went ahead opening one school after another. Commenting
on'the nature of mission schools and education they gave,
Bogonkg notes that:

Not only did missionaries fail to supervise their schools
satisfactorily but they alsc bad inadequate supply of
teachers, let alone qualified ones, many available
teachers were also unpaid and underpaid. This wvery
factor produced poor guality education...."==
These factors made education at the mission schools

inefficient, inadequate and meagré. Hence general
disenchantment and opposition from the Gusii, Luhya, Kikuyu,
Embu, Meru, Luo and Abukurisz broke out as a result of
techno-religious bias of the education that they were
subjected to.

Most of the Africans who participated in the World War I
came back home eqgquipped with some experience related to
educational matters. At the War, some Africans were able to
see Europeans doing all sorts of things with considerable
ease. They were convinced. that the Europeans capability was
as a result of his academic education instead of
technp—re]igiuus education. Back haome, the War veterans
started to demand for academic education which was given to
their European counterparts. In their view, literary

education was the most direct route to a better salary and

good status as that held by their white counterparts.
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Accordingly, for the greater part of the 1220s, most
Christian missicnaries were pre-cccupied with attempts to
improve their schools especially on the technical side as &
way of securing government grant—-in—-aid, a condition which
‘had been set by the Department of Education. Hence, they were
not ready to listen to African demands for literary education.

When it was evident that the missionaries were not ready
to offer literary education in their schools, some of the
mission educated Africans formed political asscciations to
pressurize for their grievances. Such associations included
the Kikuyu Association (KA) {(192Q), the Young Kavirondo
Asspociation (YKA), the Kikuyu Central Asscciation (KCA), the
Kavirondo Tax Favers Welfare Association (KTPWA), the Native
Cathelice Uniean (NCU) and the North Kavirondo Central
Association (NKEA)=T.

These acsociations, apart from articulating the &frican
social, economic and political grievances, took educational
matters as one of their' major concerns. In a memoranduﬁ
presented to Sir E. Grigg, the then Governor of Kenya, the
Kikuyu Association is reported to have said thet:

We In Kikuyu province pay & very large amount annually in

Hut and Feoll tax of this large sum, we see VEryY little

coming back to us Iin direct benefits. We are grateful

for the assistance given to mission schools by government
tc enable them do mare for us In the way of education.

We wish however to have Central High school established

somewhere in our country toc which sans can go for more
advanced educaticn on leaving elementary schoolsZB.
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Besides the looming political agitation by Africans who
generally demanded for Equaliiy in all aspects of life,
conflicts alsc broke out between the White settlers and the
Indians as from 1920. Among other things, Indians complained
cf unfair political representation in the Legislative Council
and ezonomic suppression which reserved the fertile Kenvan
Highlands for the White settlers.

As this struggle persisted, the Colonial Office in
London, after examining the situation in the colony, was
forced to issue a statement which came to be known as the
Devonshire White Paper. This Statement clearly defined the
British colonial policy in Kenva. It declared that:

Primarily, Kenva 15 an African territary and Its

majesty s government thinks it necessary definitely to

record their considered cpiniaon that the Interests of the

African natives must be paramount and that Iif and when

those interests gnd the interests of the immigrant races

showuld conflict the former should prevailll?.

Although the Devonshire White Paper did not lead to
serious political changes in Kenya, the commendation and
passing of the Native Authority Ordinance of 1924 was largely
due to it. The Ordinance was to give the Africans more powers
to make decisions on matters that affected them. This led
to the establishment of the Local Native Councils in 19205
which were seen as the most legitimate bodies to represent the

African interests. In South Kavirondo, through this body,

money and materials were collected by the inhabitants of the
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area to establish GAS Kisii which was to be run outside
missionary but under colonial government umbrella.

Summar vy

Before the Frazer Report of 1909, the colonial
government’' s contribution towards African education was
negligible. However, as & result of the report the government
began to directly contribute to the development of African
education by establishing the Department of Educationm in
1?11, qgiving grants—-in-aid to some mission schools, issuilng
policy and establishing its own schools in areas which were
not well-catered for by the Christian missionaries. Owing to
the fact that Busiiland was well-served by the Roman Catholic
and Seventh Day Adventist missionaries, the government did not
bother to establish:-its own schools in the area.

Therefore, in Gusiiland. and South Kavirondo in general,
government contribution to Africam education was in terms of
policies which tended to prescribe techno-religiocus education

to the Africans. By the enq of the World War I, the Gusii
had becocme diséatisfied with the type of education offered in
mission schools. Hence when the Native Council Ordinance was
passed in 1924 and the tocal Native Councils established,
through this Channel, Africans were able to establish their
own schoels in Kisii outside the missionary and Government

control as we shall discuss in the next chapter.
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EHAPTER FOUR

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF GOVERNMENT
AFRICAN SCHOOL_ KISII 1925-1945

Immediately the Local Native Councils were inaugurated in
1925, Africans started to utilise them to enhance their
educational needs and wants.? The LNCs were, therefére,
seen ,a&s the best forum through wh%ch Africans were at long
last able to air their views to the government especially as
to what type of education their pecople wanted. In North,
Central and South Kavirondo districts of Nyanza Province %nd
those of Kiambu, Murang'a and Nyeri districts of Central
Province, Africans in these areas strongly demanded through
the LNCs the establishment of government schools outside
missicnary control.

The LNCs in these districts contributed money through
self-imposed cess for the establishment of their own schools,
a sign which demonstrated that in no uncertain terms did they
wish to be educated in institutions under the Christian
missicnaries., The 1926, Education Department Annual Report
States:

The Local Native Councils in various districts have

raised a voluntary cess for the establishment of the

gavernment schools which it is hoped to start in 19282,

It was as a result of this strong demand for education
from the LNCS that the government finally accepted to allow
Rfricans to establish their own schools. We will now
endeavour to discuss the background to the establishment of

Government African School, Kisii and as well as consider
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educational developments at the school up to 1945, the year it
was upgraded to junior secondary school sfatus.

Background to_the Establishment of Government African
School - Kisii

In Chapter Three, we discussed the need for a government
school in Kisii Town to provide adeguate technical education,
which the mission schools were not offering. With the passing
of 1910s, the desire of having that proposed school had died
out™, However, as from 1925, there was a strong demand by
the peoples of South Kavirondo District for & government
school, in reciprocatfon for the taxes they paid to the
government. The area District Commissioner M.F.G. Campbell,
supported the idea and in In December 1925, he raised the
following concern:

I believe that the government will scon or later be

placed In & position of some embarrassment, 1f the policy

cf laissez — falre at present adopted be persisted. That

a district populated by 274,133 and paying willingly &

sum af Shs., 1,159,1468/= should not possess one Government

schoal, is to my mind, a staggering situation, deserving
everything unfavourable which can be said or thoughtid

The DC further warned the government that, the youth in
South Kavirondo if not given a chance for education then,they
were bound to be disloyal, inefficient, dangerous and
discounted mob who would not assist it."®

As the demand for a government school hotted up, the two
Local Native Councils of South Kavirpndo: the Kisii-Bukuria,
and lL.uo-Basuba decided to take the lead in this plight. They

collected money from self-imposed taxation which they voted to
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the project. By 1926, the Luo-Basuba had earmarked a sum of
Shs. 20,000 for the establishment of the school.

The issue of a guyernment school among the
Kisii—-Bukuria Council, first came up during the meeting which
was held in August 8, 1927. During the meeting, the president
of the Kisii-Bukuria LNC who was the DC of South Kavirondo
tabled a circular letter from the Chief Secretary concerning
the government agreement towards the establishment of a
government school by the LNC. The Council deliberated on the
letter and reached a common agreement that such a school was
both necessary and desirable. They, therefore, decided on an
annual sum to be raised until a sufficient amount would be
realised for the construction of the school.=®

By the end of 1927, the Kisii-Bukuria had netted Shs.
25,000 for the construction and maintenance of the proposed
school, while the Luo- Bakuria’'s vote was Shs, 20,000/-7. In
the 1929 and 193Q estimates, the two LNCs had realised Shs.
53,000/= and Shs.100,000/= respectively for the purpose of
building and equipping the intended school®:

It is remarked that &almost all the chiefs were very
vocal in their support of the intended school. Chiefs
Onsonge of Bogetutu, Aoga Angwenyi his successor, Oirere of

Bassi and Musa Nyandusi of Nyaribari were strong supporters of

establishing & government school in Kisii, except chief
Martinus Mainma of North Mugirango, a Roman Catholic by
faith. The latter, on his part, wanted the Christian

missionaries and in particular, the Roman Catholic Church to
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control formal education in Gusii, leave alone the school
to be established.

Although the chiefs were rallying round an LNC sponsored
school, soon vrivalry broke cut as to the site and location of
the schocol. In the Kisii—Bukuria LNC meéting held on march
Z1st 1930, the president of the LMNCs informed the meeting that
the Luo-Busuba who had contributed towards the establishmeét
of the intended school, wanted it established at Yala.
However, the Kisii-Bakuria considered it inadvisable for their
children to learn at Yala in the Luo country, due teo tribal
differences and that the Kisii invariably felt sick when
living in Lug country.

On that account, the Kisii and Bakuria no longer wished
to parti&ipate in the Luo-Basuba Scheme and were determined to
go it alone. Consequently, they decided to vote funds towards
the establishement of a Kisii-Bukuria school in their
country. By 1931 they had voted shs 13,500/= for the school.
By 1932, & sum of Shs. 66,300/= had been set aside by the
Kisii-Bakuria CDunc§1 towards the construction of the
school™.

The Council selected & Sub-Committee consisting of chiefs

Musa Nyandusi, Kereu Abaga, Aoga Angwenyld, Wambura Munanka
and Nvyakichanga Tendeka. The purpose of the committee was
to present the Kisii-Bakuria grievances on the proposed

school to the colonial administration and to select a suitable
site where the school was to be constructed. With the help

of chiefs Musa Nyandusi and Aoga Angwenyi, the Abagusero clan
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donated 532 acres of land in Kisii ‘township for the
establishment of the school.

F

The Debate on the Nature of Government African School Kisii

Although the District Commisioner D% South Kavirondo had
shown his solidarity with the Kisii-Bukuria LNC over the
establishment of the school, it was not plain sailing.

The LNC had alot of problems to contend with, regarding the
nature of the proposed school.

The greatest obstacle was the attitude of the Christian
missionaries especially the Roman Catholics who were opposed
to the establishment of the school in Kisii for once the
Catholics and Seventh Day Adventists, nmot usually known for
their friendly relations, found themselves on the same side of
the fence, fighting for total monopoly and control of African
education.

They argued that, since Kisiiland was well-catered by
mission schocols, the government had no business of
establishipg & school in that area. The missipnaries
reasoned that, since they bad European staff, building and
native +teachers 1o organise for necessary educational
expansion in Kisii, the government was only to support them
by giving them the cost of education instead of allowing the
establishment of the school which would not only be a heavier
drain on government resources but also duplicating what the
mission schools were already doing,*®

In the LNC, the missions had some powerful allies

especially among the Catholic members, who did everything
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possible to prevent the establishment of a government school
in Kisii. For example, in March 22, 1932, the chairman of the
schoo{ committee and the DC of Kisii, Major C.E.V. Buxton
called a meeting to get views on the nature of curriculum the
school was to offer.

Fr. Doyle, & Raman Catholic priest at Nyabururu suggested
that the intended school should be a medium one, teaching all
trades and disciplines. He warned against the school
offering elementary and primary education which the missions
were successfully offering.t?t In summary., he tried to save
what could be saved by striking a comprise between the
government schools and the mission ones.

Contrary to the missionary views especially that of Fr.
Doyle of Nyabururu the Kisii chiefs had mixed reactions. For
example, Chief Musa Nyandusi in particula;:

. ..wanted to see the school ready to provide the
priceless commodity of educaticn ...was pleased at the
prospects of & school being built and asked I¥f the pupils
might be taught English, since the knowledge was of
growing value ta the Africans whao left their reserves to
segk for work.l2

Chief Nyandusi’'s views as well as those of other members
of the school area committee were that the proposed school
shauld run along non—-deneominational lines where all branches
of knowledge could be offered. This could enaBle the pupils
to learn better skills of agriculture, domestic science and
how to conduct themselves with providence and generally how to
raise the standard of life in the village reserves.*™ Even

though it had been agreed unanimously that the Kisii—-Bukuria

LNC should establish the intended school, yet there was
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another battle, fought outside the Council mainly by Pastor
W.W. Armstrong, of the SDA Mission Nyanchwa, Fr, H. Doyle a
Roman Catholic Priest at Nyabururu, Mclnnes and R. Gethin a
businessman at Kisii town over the curriculum the proposed
school was supposed to offer.
Pastor W.W. Armstrong’'s memorandum, dated April 18th,
1929 welcomed the government move in sharing with the missions
the great task of educating the Africans. He pointed out that
since it was not possible for either the government or
mission to edu;ate Africans alone, these called for
co-operation between the two in developing African education.
He went on to say that the birth of LNC school should be
complementary to the work of the missions but not competitive.
He suggested +that such a school should be built so tﬁét
adherents of all faiths could attend without sacrificing
their religious principles.*®
Armstrong hoped that the school would bring a new
Qnderstanding of the African mind as well as reveal to him
{African) & new world of ideas, values and open to him, &
great store of knowledge. He expected the schoal tﬁ teach
the natives how to become practical citizens by giving them &
good knowledge in handcrafts which was necessary in  making
the reserve better places to dwell in. Regardless of the
schopl being non-dencominational, it was to teach religious

education and moral instructions which he believed could

influence the formation of character. The standpoint of
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Pastor W.W. Armstrong represents the typical missionary views
of those days towards their attitude towards Africans.

Contrary to the liberal and brogressive views of
Armstrong, Fr. Doyle in his memorandum dated 12th April 193%,
seemed to confine education of Africans as & missionary
preserve. In his opinion, since the Gusii were industrious
people, the, government should support the missionaries to
promote those areas where the latter had failed. Dovle
wanted the missionary to control African education and went a
head to call for community based education where parents as
well as children were included. He felt that "schools should
not take pupils away from their h?mes and tribal life, which
in the long run would bring unrest to the old and the young.
He called for relevant education which could benefit the
whole reserve. He said that such education "must relate its
message to every side of villsge 1ife"”.l3

Fr. Dovle hoped that such education must not be boxed up
within the four walls of the schools. "It wmust flow out
into the river of the tribal life, sweating 1t, ennobling it,
enriching it spiritually, materially and sanlitarily”.*® He
felt that the school must be able to deal with vital forces
at work in the village life and be able to educate parents
and the community as & whole.

With this type of education, the Kisii were bound to be
good farmers to grow crops, bread cattle; bhave veatilated

houses with and bring up healthy families.
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With regard to his views on literary education, he felt
that mission échcols were supposed to have full control than
the government. He suggested to be build hostels for pégan
pupils in Nyanchwa a&and Nyaburdru, where they could eat and
sleep but Jjoin up with mission pupils for purely secular
subjects. He proposed that if the government went ahead to
build the proposed LNC school, then the missionaries and their
catechists were to have the right of entry to the school for

religious instructions of the pupils.*”™

Fr. Dovyle believed that Africans should not be educated
for jobs which were non—-existent. Quoting the governor, S5ir
Edwards., he remarked that “what heppened in England and India
should not be repeated in Kenya”.18 In his memorandum, Fr.
Doyle looked more of & community builder. This helps to
explain why he opposed the establishment of the Goverrnment
African School Kisii.

Despite th; Christian missionaries’ mornopoly . of

development of African education Messrs. Mclnnes and Gethin,

who were living in Gusii were opposed to them. In their
memarandum presented to the Director of Education, they
called for the establishment of the-intended Government

African School, as the mission schools had failed in their
responsibility of imparting education toc the Africans.

In his memorandum, dated 27th March, 1932, Mclnnes
started by defénding himself that contrary to what

missionaries thought of him as being against them, he had
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alot of respect for the missions, their work, organisation
and personnel.?*” He noted that most Kisii people were
pagans with no interest to mission contrelled schools. He

opposed the idea of Christian missionaries trying to’impoge
themselves on the Africans against their wishes.=* He
wondered how the Abakuria who had not got missionary
education, could bepefit from technical education. He felt
that if this was applied, then those areas with mission
education could get literacy education at the expense of
those areas without Christian missionaries. He believed that
the best the government could do was to give the pagans what
they were asking for. He called for the establishment of a
central non—-denominaticnal school.=2 The proposed school
should be a district center for dissemination of culture and
enlightened ideas. To him, the proposed school was to
create good citirens who were going to be high potential
earners.,

Like Mclnnes, Gethin who was not particularly known for
his strong religious views, urged the government to go ahead
-and grant the Kisii people the school they were asking for.
He reminded the Christian missionaries that whenever they
wanted land to establish either & mission or & school,
Africans had already provided.==< He noted that hfricans
had joined the mission schools with an aim of escaping from
any sort of manual labour and for the sake of getting

Christian names. This meant that majority of them were
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completely twwnreliable and & menace who needed strict
supervision in their places of work.== The only way to
discontinue this habit was to have a school run along the
"same lines as the English baardjng schools to which pupils
should be admitted when young enough so as to Ileave at the
age of 1&87.24 He stressed the application of strict
discipline which was to inculcate self-respect and racial
pride and virtues which he felt were absent among the Kisii.

Despite the missionary opposition; themajority of the
members in the Kisii-Bukuria LNC pushed the government to
allow the establishment of the school.=%

The Establishment and Development of the School

The finmancial problem wﬁich could have prevented the
establishment of Government African School Kisii was guickly
solved. The Luo-Busuba decided to join the Kisii-Bukuria
project, after their project at Yala, Central Nyanza aborted.
In & joint meeting of the two LNCs of South Kavirondo held in
January 1933, they both agreed to contribute on equal basis to
a common pool, 3,000 pounds for the school’'s construction,
which was estimated to cost 8,426 pounds based on the actual
cost of Government African School, Kagumo.==

The official permission to start the construction of the
school was obtained early in 1934 after the site of its
location was approved by H.O. Weller, the supervisor of
Technical Education.=7. His recommendations were further

endorsed by H.S. Scott, the Director of Education, and Sir,
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Phillips Cunliff ‘Lister, the Colonial Secretary of the
State.=°

With official permission, the building of the school
sfarted and the Native Industrial Training Depot Kabete (NITD)
trainees were used in its ccnst}uction. An inscription on the
main building of Kisii school reads:

This building Was erected by the Native JIindustrial

training Deport from funds provided by the Local Native

Councils of South Kavirondo In the year 1934.29

Towards the end of 1234, +the building was already
complete and the first principal of the GAS Kisii, H.A.W
chapman, officially opened the school in February 1935,

When GAS Kisii was finally established a joint meeting of
two LNCs was held at which Mr. H.A.W. Chapman the principal
recommended the entry requirements to be standard 3 pupils
aged between 10 to 13 years. The meeting also endorsed that
Entrance Examination to be administered to all candidates and
an annual school fees of Ksh. i8/= per pupil. The money was
to be paid once and not by instalments. In January 1935, an
Entrance Examination was attempted by a fairly large number
of prospective candidates. They were given papers 1in
arithmegic and Kiswahilzi. Out of the twenty—two Kisii
candidates who sat for the examimation, only one managed to
qdality for the primary course; but even with this one. he
was judged by the then principal C.A. Baring as being too

old,=e
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This poor performance clearly reflected poor educational
of mission schools 1in Kisii. It was against this
background that the school committee recommended the GAS Kisii
to begin at substandard A and B and standard 1 and II. The
committiee further proposed that an equal number of Luo and
Busii could be admitted to the school and then progress on to
the primary Level .=t Table 2 below shows that at elementary
level, the Luo students were predominant in  the lower

classess.

Table 2 GAS, Pupils 19236 andl173%9

Standard Gusii Luo \. Standard Gusili Luo

III I &3 VI 3 23

I = 18, v i7 20

I 13 17 Iv 1& 13

Sub A 248 10 I1r i8 13
Sut B 18 z

Source: Br. Anthony Koning "The Foundation of Kisii

School" (Bulletin No. 120. 28.2.93)

By 1945, it was still proved by the Entrance Examination
that there were insufficient candidates of the requisite
gducsational standards from Gusii mission schools who could
join the GAS Kisii. Far example, out of more than 350
randidates who applied to join the school for 68 vacancies,
&7 of those who qualified were Luos, and only 0One Kisii

managed to gualify:=®=
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The poor performance of Gusii students could be
attributed to the community hatred of the White man and their
resistance to missionary education.

Along with the problem of. recruitment, there also
occurred the problem of finding a name for the schoul..Paul
Mboya, & member of the schools sub—cgmmittee suggested that
since the school had been established by funds from the LNCs
of South Kavirondo, it should be called "South Kavirondo Local
Native Council Schoal".=< But the colonial government
generally wanted the school to be named "Government African
School', just as the other secular industrial schools at
Machakos, Kitui; Kajiado, Narok Kabiangs, Kapsabet, Tambach
and Kapenguria.=*2 Like Naorth Kavirondo, the Africans were
generally opposed to the name “Government'; but in his ruling,
the president of South Kavirondo LNCs and DC of the area, said
that there was no aption in the matter as it was an order from
the Secretary of State that schools of this type should be
colled "Government African Schools”.

When GAS Kisii opened and started to operate, financial
sid did not look much of & problem to the school. In the
first year of operation, school fees was charged as already
discussed. In addition, the LNC voted a grant of 35 pounds
for "wsges of menials" at the school, 360 pounds for boarding
cost and an addition of B8B83 pounds for maintenance. The LNC
continued supporting tﬁe school through grants—in aid but in

1936, it was agreed that the Central Government would be
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responsible for expenditure on primary education and the LNC
for elementary and sub-elementary education in South
Kavirondo. "
in 1938B, the Central Government found it difficult to
suppart both the GAS Kisii, Nyabururu (RC) and Kamagambo (SDA)
primary schools; hence in 1940, the Inspector of Schools, T.G6G.
Benson made it clear to LNC members that parents were going to
be responsible for the payment of school fees in the primary
level. Those who had children at the BGAS Kisii found school
fees raised to Shs., 25/= bringing it in line with other
schools in the district.== The increase of school fees was
seen by chiefs Musa Nyandusi, Gideon Magak and Paulo Mbovya as
unjustified. However, the Inspector of Schocls did not waver.
Apart from the above problem, the attitude of the
Christian missions towards the GAS Kisii remained hostile,.
This hostility continued to worsen as BAS Kisii started to
prroduce promising academic results, which could not be
matched by the mission schools. With the establishment of
primary secticne in Kamagambo (SDA) and Nyabururu (RC), their
promising pupils in elementary school who wanted to join GAS
Kisii were prevented from doing so:
.. .the SD& and RC Missions, both having primary schools
of their own, do #heir best to keep most promising
pupils, inspite of the poor results yielded by their
tuition, and to let the duffers go to the Government
African School. But it npow begins to appear that

Government African School can do as were or better with
the duffers than the missicn with clever boys.37
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The relationship between GAS Kisii and Mission schools
was not therefore a happy one. From 1939, it was obviously
clear that the GAS Kisii was doing better in terms of academic
performance and sports compared to mission schools. Hence
when some parents noticed this, they started to shift their
children from mission schools to GAS Kisii.

In the Primary School Ekaminatinn {PSE) breskdown, as
given in the table below, the BAS Kisii had better results
than Nyabururu (RC) and Kamagambo SDA Mission schools. With
some other schools in the celony, the school compared well.=®™

oWl



Table 3: Primary Schocl Examination Results 1942 — 1245

PSE PSE PS5E PSE '
District School
1942 1943 19244 17935
Narth Nyanca GAS Kakamega 1é =1 1% =z28
FAM Kaimosi ] 4 @ 20
PAG Ny an ‘gori 11 7 rd 11
CGM Kima &4 o 3 4
MHM Mumias ) 1 o 0
% Pass by GAS 4z &4 48 41
South Nyeri GAS Kagumo z28 30 31 34
Embu CSN Tumu tumu 4 4 4 14 |
Muran "ga CHMS Kahuhia 2 3 1) 3
Kiambu CCM Nyerl 1 g & 28
CCS Kabete 4 -0 2 5
CSMS Kiambu o 1 3 o
X Pass by GAS | 40 60 53 37
Sguth Nyanza GAS Kisii @ 4 1é 21
MHM Nyambururu A
50/ Kamagambo Z & g
% Pass by GAS a9 53 73 54
' SDURCE: 5.N. Bogonko: A _ History of Modern
Education in Kenyae, 1895 - 19271 {Evans

Brothers {Kenva) Ltd., 1952. P CwlZ

Summary

This chapter has dealt with the origin and development of
GAS Kisii. It has been shown that provision of education in
Kisii land was the work of the colonial government, the

missionaries &as well as the Africans themselves. With



inadequacies of missionary education in both content and
quality, Africans collected money through self-imposed
taxation to establish their own non-dencominational schools,. in
spite of missionary opposition. Therefore, with local support
and that of the Inspector of Schools and the Director of

Education, the Africans established GAS Kisii in 1934,
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EHAPTER FIVE

DEVELOPMENT OF GDVERNMENT AFRICAN SCHOOL
KISII (1945 — 1963)

In spite of the initial problems that the GAS Kisii faced
durimg its formative years, it soon overcame them and turned
te be a shining star in extra-curricular activities and
academics.? . The Kavirondo District Annual Report (1939)
states that:

PMoare promising pupiis will instead be &attached to the

Government African school and Iin such an event the

miscsion will either have to increase thelir effeciency or

see their schools regarded as second bestsz.

With excellent performance staged by the school as will
be revealed in this chapter, the mission schools were
compelled to improve their standards in order to compete with

the former.

Achievement in Music

In 19245, the school cheir tied for the first place in
Nyanza Musical Festival, Paul Nyachieo, a student of GAS
Kisii composed & song, which became the first ever Gusii song
to be recorded. The Song 'OMOSOKC ERIERA RIRE NYOMBEAZ went as
follows':

1. Ivaiya Iyaiyad Iyaiyva Iyaivaa Iyaa
omoturuml maokamarungu sgaturuma
Okaria amarungu
Omasukuyio nario okoywaora
Nare no Onchwarl gakoywora
Nare Gesora gakayworas
Nare nkomoria gakoywora
Nare na abanyil gakoywora
Iyvaiyva Iyaiyaa Iyaiya Iyalyaa Iyaa

by

. Omoturumi mokamurungu sgaturuma
akaria amarungu
Omosukoyio nairc akoywara
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Nare Omogaka gakoywora
Nare Subano gakoywora
Nare Maraga gakoywora
Ivaiya Ivaiyvaa Iyvaiva Iyalivaa Iyaa

Omoturumi mokamarungu agaturuma
akaria amarungu

Nare nkomoria gakoywora

Nareno Osumc gakavwora

Nare N Omworokia gakoywora

Nare Nyachieo gakoywora

Iyvaiva Iyaiyaa Ivaiva Iyvaiyaas Isaa

The English translation goes as follows:-—

1.

"

Iysiyva Iyaiyaad Iyaiyva Iydiyas Ivaa
Iyvaa, the wicked cne

Marungu s wife

Committed the abominzble

then ate him up

On the day he was goling to battle
with Onchwari to fight

with Gesora to rfight

with Nkomoria to fight

with Obanvi to fight

Iyvaiya Iyaiyaa Iyvaiya Iyvaiyas Iyaa

fyaa, the wicked ocne

Marungu's wife

Committed the abominable

O the day he was going to bsttle
with Mogare to fight

with the 0ld one to fight

with Subano to fight

with Nvacheio to fight

Iyaiva Iyvaiyvaa Iyaiya Iyaiyaa Iyvaas

Ivaa the wicked ocne

Marungu’'s wife

Committed the abominablile

then ate him up

On the day he was going to battle

with Nkamoria to fight

with Osumo to fight

with the teacher to fight with Nyvachieco
Ivaiva Iyvalivaa Iyaiya Iyaiyaa Iyaa

This song was meant to encourage the Busii to keep

fighting with books as they did during battles.

up
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In 19446, the GAS Kisii cheoir team retained the cup they
had won in the previous year and in June 10th 1953, when it
hosted the South Nyanrza regional Music Festival, bo?h the
school team and that from the teacher training section won in
their respective classes. When they participated in the
provincial Music Festival in Kisumu held on 20th June 1953,
both teams were placed third overall.*®

Achievements in Sports

;h 1953, the school won the Ndege Chai Football shield
which was open -to all teams in the district. In the same
year, BAS Kisii athletics team was placed 3rd overall inm a
provincial athletics meeting held at Siriba. This was an
extremely good performance for a comparatively junior school.®
In another triangular athletics competition held at
Kapsabet, the school took & runners—up position., In 1957, the
Cross Country team won the inter-schools athletics Sperts held
at Siriba.=

In 1938, the school went further to win the district
athletics cup. though enterfng 845 a separate team for the
first time. It =alsc won the Inter-School athletics
competition at Siriba. The BAS Kisii athletics team also
helped Scuth Kavironda to win the provincial athletics cup for
the %irst time after s=everal vears. In 1959, the Cross
Country team became third overall while the athletics team

won both district and inter—-school Athletics championship.™



Achievement in Agricul ture

The GAS Kisii also took & leading role in agriculture

from the time it was established. At least, a half an hour

each day and every Wednesday afternoon was devoted to
agriculture on the school farm. Each boy was allocated a
small portion where to grow green vegetables, wimbi, potatoes,
maize and coffee.

The schoel farm also had dairy, poultry, and a pig
sectiaon. In November 1949, the school was bonoured to stage

& highly amhitious and successful District Agricultural Show

which waslextensiVEIV reported in the press. The following

is an extract from the report‘about the show appearing im the

East African Standard:

»-» the two - day show held at Kisii this week was an
cutstanding success and 1s considered locally to have
been the best of its kind yet Attempted In Nyanzs
Province. While it was less ambitious than provincial
show at Kaptagat last vear.... It certainly achieved na
iess... as an education movement to encourage better
agricul ture, more hame industries and a wider
Interpretationaf school education in district schoocl.B
Agricultural education was encouraged and greatly
stressed in the schoeol syllabus. For practical agricul ture,
the students were supposed to attend the government
agricul tural and dairy farm which adjoined the school one.
The skills they acquired were supposed to be used to raise
the yield production both in their farms and that of the

school. The boys’® efforts im the subject always earned them

prizes and credits in District Agricultural Shows.
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Crafts and Discipline

The school also excelled in trades such as: carpentry,
tailoring, brick making and handwork. For example, in &
combined exhibition entered with the teacher training college,
they managed to acquire first prirze during the District
Agricul tural Show.” The carpentry skill which the boys
acquired enabled the school to construct an outdoor gymnastic
apparatus, making the GAS Kisii the third school in the colony
to be equipped along that line.*®

As for discipline, the boys maintained a high standard of
discipline and respect among themselves, to the teachers and
the general public. It is only once in May, 1960 when the
bovs refused to take part in their daily routine which led to
their suspension for two weeks and expulsion of six by the
Board of Eo?érnors. The relationship between the immediate
community and the school was always good. On many occasions,
the échool used to host a lot of community activities, for
example, it offered in-service training facilities, welfare
seminars and workshops.*?* Apart from this, the school also

benefitted from guest speakers from all walks of life,.

Demands for LNC Schools

The great achievement Df.the GAS Kisii, over the mission
schools in various fields made the schocol the pride of the
district. Hence, there was & strong desire for more
government or LN schools in the district to replace mission

schools. Most people in the district were convinced that the



_97.—_
only way they could improve themselves educationally was
through non-denominational schools like the GAS Kisii, which
they believed offered sufficient education a5 compared to
that offered by the mission schools.

The pressure on the ctoleonial government by the
inhabitants of Scouth Kavirondo led by Paulo Mbovya and Musa
Nyandusi asking for more LNC schools was supported by the then
DC of South Kavirondo Mr. W.A. Perreau. In his dispatch to
the PC, Nyanzas he wrote:

.e. You perhaps think that I am being too keen on these
schocols but I have little experience of Independents,
they are a hot bed of anti government activity and only
arose because the government refused to allow these
non-denominational schools to function and they were
unable to Implement their threat to stop them.t=

FPerreau’s working experience among the Kikuvyu in the
Central Province in the early 1930=s had made him witness the
emergence of independent schools under the Umbrella of Kikuyu
Independent Scheools éssociation (KISA)Y and the Kikuyu Karinga
Educational Association {KKEA}. The inauguration of
Independent Schools was purely a sign that the Kikuyu were
totally opposed to any form of government or missicnary
control of their education as the two were cpposed to female
circumcision.2” The settlement of the Agikuyu in Kisii made
Mr. Perreau toc fear that the BGusii were bound to be
politicized by the former to establish their own independent

schools, if the colonial government refused toc listen to their

grievances.
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Given this type of situstion, which the colonial
administration found itself in, it went ahead to allow the
establishment of new LNC schools. Like the case of GAS Kisiil
the Christian missionaries rose up in arms to oppose their
establishment. However, the opposition was eventually
overcome and Africans went ahead to set aside land, materisls
and cash for the new LNC schools. These included Ongalo %n
Karachuonyo, Kereri, Agoro Sare, Gionseri and Kwabwai.*®

The establishment of Kereri in 1946, led to the transfer
of standard 1 to V, from the GAS Kisii to Kereri leaving the
former with higher primary {intermediate) and junior secondary
sﬁhool status. Kereri served boys who could not afford
primary boarding and in 19%&, the school came under the
Di5£rict Education Board (DEB) management. In 1961, boys at
Kereri were transferred to & mew primary schocl, Nyaura near
the present-day Kisii Teachers’ Ccollege to give room to Kereri
girls boarding school.

With the establishment of LNC schools a new era of
remarkable educational performance ushered in the district.
For example, out of &0 candidates accepted by GRS Kisii for
secondary school education in 1248, 29 of them were from the

newly established LNC schools.?®

Cﬁallenge to Mission Schools
The mission schools were in turn challenged by those of
the LNC to improve their academic performance. The missions

had to do this in order to compete for grants—in—-aid from the
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DEB and LNC. The appeal for better schools like the GAS Kisii
or the newly established LNC schools was made with excellent
response from many mission school managers who tried to limit
the upcontrolled expansion of their schools and stepped up
their efforte of training their teachers.2=’

Besides compelling mission schools even with the adamant
SDA to improve their results,the GAS Kisii together with the
inaugurated LNC‘EchDuls, made the colonial government to open
senior secondary schools in the district to cater for pupils
sitting for the Common Entrance Examination (CEE) in the area.
These schoals included GAS Kisii, Kamagambo, Nyabururu,
Nyanchwa mixed, #Agoro Sare and Mirogi.*¥ However, with the
implementation of the EBeecher Report in 1952, which
structured the system of education into 4 years in primary, 4
in intermediate and anocther 4 in secondary school, GAS Kisili
remained the only secondary scheool in the district until the
opening of Homa Bay (1960), Cardinal Otunga Mosocho (1961)
and Sameta (19&3) Secondary schools?®,

In 1949, the GAS Kisii attained senior status of
secondary - school. 1In 1950, a teacher +training programme
{training T3 and T4 teachers) was opened. The T3 programme
tDDk-tWO vears and the T4 took a year. In 1951, the college
had 16 students in second year, and 15 in first year. At the
end of 1951, 12 of the students qualified as T3 teachers and
were posted to various parts of the district as the first

group of teachers trained at the GAS Kisii Training Cellege.
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in 1957, due to lack of accommodation, the colonial government
transferred the college to Kabianga, but in 19267, Kisii High
School donated 30 acres of Jaﬁd on which Kisii Collepe now
stands.*”

The available data on student enrollment in GAS Kisii as
given in the table below, shows the Luo as majority population
in the school till 1960s.%Y Even with the introduction of the
guota system in 19446 to save the Gusii, educational standards
in the area was far below that of the Luos. 1962 shows marked
increase in the Gusii student enrcllment. This increase is
probably &ttributed to the strict rules of the District
Education Board (DEB).

Table 4: Student Enrollment by tribe at GAS: Kisii 1957
1958: 1939: 1960: and 1962:

Year Ethinic Groups Total
Luo Kisii Mixedx Nubian Total
1957 .
150 44 11 - 205
19358 180 439 10 - 239
1 1959 163 74 - 238
1950 173 95 B8 - 236
1961 159 72 3 - 243 |
1962 145 110 S 1 261 I

# Mixed refers tq non Luo/sand Kisii Students.

Academic Achievements

With regard to examination, the school performed quite

well both inm the Kenva African Secondary School Examination
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{KASSE) and Cambridge Overseas School Certificate Course. In
1953, out of 29 candidates in KASSE, 24 passed.=<21 In 1954,
out of 51 candidates, 45 obtained passed. O0f these, 20 were
accepted at GAS Kakamega and & at Maseno.

In 19936, the GAS Kisii registered 624 passes in the
Cambridge School Certificate Examination the first time. In
1957, all 26 candidates passed and two of them, one in arts
and the other in sciences got admission to Makerere College.

In 1958, 11 candidates got 1st division: of these, 4 were
admitted to Makerere and & to the Royal Technical College,
Nairobi.=*, 1In the same vyear, BAE Kisii was placed under the
Board of Governors (BOG) who met twice a vyear to consider
estimates, improvement and general matters related to the
school ‘s development. In the subseguent vears, GAS Kisii

performed gquite well compared to GAS Kakamega (Table 5).
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Cambridge School Certificate results for GAS Kisii and GAS Kakamega

School/year lst 2nd 3rd % Fail | % Tota
DIV DIV DIV GCE [Pass |ure fail 1
GAS Kisii 1959 S 17 24 - 173.9 12 |1 20.7 58
| 1950 11 22 12 2 |B3.9 9 15.1 56
I 19461 11 22 2 9 100% - Q 56
I 1962 7 15 21 - |79.6 11 20.4 54
1963 11 20 17 q4 192.9 4 7.1 56
IGAS 1 2 11 S |B83.9 5] 16.1 31
Kakamega/ 1939
I 1960 2 11 22 4 | &3.9 22 |36.1 61
1961 3 23 27 3 ]193.5 q 6.5 &2

Z For percentage pass and fail.

For Higher School Certificate (HSC) examination attempted
in 1924683 for the first time, 2 candidates passed, while the
other 10 managed to get a statement of success.=%

Socio—economic Contribution of GAS Kisii

The establishment of OGAS Kisii which the Africans had
really campaigned for, helped a great deal in improving their
social and economic standards of life. The school provided an
avenue through which students a&acguired instruction and
knowledge in various subjects such as: English, History,
Qeography and Religion.

The contribution of GAS Kisii can be seen in the success
of those who passed through it. GAS Kisii products were

employed as teachers, office messengers, agricultural
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technicians, clerks chiefs and others became public figures
as discussed below.

Contribution of GAS Kisii Ex—Students

Nelson Nyanchoka,=4 a retired chief joined GAS Kisii in
mid February 12335 and was admitted as Student No. 5. After GAS
Kisii school, he was employed as a teacher between 1942 - 33
by the Kenva Tea Authority in Kerenga, Kericho., In 1953, he
was promoted to become a Supervisor of primary schools in
Kericho Tea Estates. However, within a short time Nyanchoka
was appointed a Social Welfare Dfficer, mainly dealinmg with
women clubs and activities,

_Later. Chief Mathayo Rateme retired in 1959, Nyanchoka
was appointed as the next Chief of Bassi location. As chief,
Nyanchoka encouraged his people to plant tea, coffee,
pyrethrum and to keep grade cows. Through Nyanchoka's
efforts, Samwel Menge, a business partner in Masaba General
Stores. Nelson Nyariki of Nyansiongo Investment Company,
Magembe of Satellite Hotel and Morris Nyamongo of Masige Tesa
Estates ventured into busipess and agriculture. With regard
to education, he bhelped in establishing many primary schools
in his area and was the force behind the establishment of
Sameta Secondary School in 1963. With regard to other
activities, he influenced the appointment of Mrs. Tabitha,

Ogega to the Chairperson’s position in 'Msendelec Y& Wanawake'

(Women's Development) in 1960, for Kisii district branch.
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Lawrence (. Sagini=*® was admitted to GAS Kisii, from
Sengera SDA Primary School as Student Number 293. After Kisii
where he was a junior prefect, Sagini joined Heoly Ghost Mangu
High School in 194%5. From Mangu High, he was admitted to
Kagumo Teachers College where he graduated as a KTI teacher in
1942, In 1952 Sagini was appointed Headmaster of Nyabondo
Intermediate School, Beipg an assiduous Character, he studied
by correspondence and in 1936, when the Institute of
Intermational Education advertised its scholarships, his
application was accepted. With the help of 8 two thousand
shillings bursary from the South Kavirondo Africanm District
Council ,he proceeded for further studies in the United States
of America at Alleghary College. In 1958, he graduated with
& Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology. In 1959. he was
appointed Supervisor of Mill Hill Primary Schools in Kisii.
He became one of the first Kisii to own a Volkswagen Car.

In 1961, be ventured into politics by winning the Kisii
parliamentary seat. Sagini served Kitutu as a member of
parliament until 1969 election when he was defeated by a
29-vear éld ex—5t. Mary’'s Yala student Dr. Zacharia Onyonka
who had come back from the USA and briefly lectured in the
Department of Economics University of Nairobi. Mr. Sagini has
served the government in various capacities as a Minister for
Education and Local Government and as a Chairman, of Board of
Directors, firestone (E.A.) Ltd., Agricultural Finance

Corporation, Kenya Power and Lighting Co., and Kenya African
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National Umion (KANU) Kisii Branch. Recently, he chaired &
presidential committee appointed to investigate the causes of
Schoal Strikes and indispline in the Country, currently,
Sagini 1s a nominated MP and Chairman of the University of
Nairobi Council.

John Hernry Okwanvo, == the former Minister {for Regional
Development was educated in BGAS Kisii between 19456-1950.
After BGAS Kisii, Okwanvo joined the Medical Traimning College
in Nairobi in 1951 for a medical course. After his graduation
in 1953, Okwanyo worked briefly in King George Hospiyal
(Present day Kenyatta National Hospital) before going into
politics. Between 1956 and 19463,he served as a Councilor for
Migori Wardg and at the same time chairman of the South Nyanza
Ehamber of Commerce.

In 1969, Okwanyo was elected & Member of Parliament for
Migori and was appointed as an assistant Minister for Health.
Okwanyo re—captured his seat in the 1979 general election
which he had lost in 1974, Thereafter, he was a&appointed
Minister for Water Development and Energy. In 1982, he was
elected the President of United Nations (UN} Conference on new
and renewable sources of energy. He is a member of the Red
Cross, Family Planning Association of Kenya and the Gcouts
Association of Kenvya.

Simeon Nyachae; =7 & career Civil Servant who retired as
the Chief Secretary in December, 1984 joined GAS Kisii in the

mid 1940s after which he was employed as a clerk. In 1957,
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Nvachae was awarded & government écholarship, through the
influence of his late father, Senior Chief Musa Nygndusi to
study at Torgugy College then a constituent of College of
Exeter University in the United Kiﬁgdpm (UK). On his return
to Kenya in 1958, he joined the civil service briefly before
he became the Welfare Officer with the East African Breweries
Ltd for two vears. Later, Nyachae rejoined the Civil Service
as a District Officer for Kangundo, Machakos. He rose through
the ranks and in December 19464, he was promoted to Provincial
- Commissioner. In 1979, .Nyachae was appocinted Permanent
Secretary in the O0Office of the President in Charge of
Developmert, Co-ordination and Cabinet Affairs. In 1984,
Nyachae was appocinted the CHief Secretary. _ Up—to-date,
Nyachae takes pride of his former school, Kisii and apart from
‘supporting the school fimancially and materially, he is an
active member of Kisii School 01ld Boys Asscociation (KOBA).
Currently, Nyachae is the MP for Nyaribari Chache and Minister
for Aériculture, Livestock Development and Marketing.

Ex—products of BGAS Kisii include: Professor HDouglas
Odbiambo, =% former Head of Chemistry Department University of
Nairobi, Vice Chancellor Moi University and currently Qhairman
of Kenya Pipeline Cooperation; Professor Shellemiah Keya
currently Vice-Chancellor of Foli University: Frofessor
Sorobea Euéonko Nyachieg an: 1264), former Acting Registrar
Kenyatta University, and currently, a Deputy Principal in

charge of Academics, Maseno University College; Dr. N.

/
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Orwenyo, Senior Lecturer, Department of History at Kenyatta
University.

Gthers in the list include J.D. Nyaema,™ Principal Kenva
Technical Teachers Cellege {(KTTC); L.0. Kinaro, Headmaster
Kisij "School; D. Motanvya, Headmaster Kiszumu Day Secondary
School; P.D#undi; Managing Director of Kenva Broadcasting
Corporation (KBC)}; J.N. Simba, Chairman National Bank of Kenva
and A. A. Adongo, Secretary General, kKenya Natiomal Union of
Teachers {KNUT); former M.P. s: M. Onsando Majoge Boss; Late
G. Morara and D. Onyancha, West Mngiraqgo, Abuya Abuya, Kitutu
Masaba; D.0. Kombo, South Mogirango and W. Mwita,rKehancha are
also ex—-students of GAS Kisii.=2

Summary

The establishment of GAS Kisii was indeed a blessing and
a milestone in the development of Africam education in the
district. It effectively provided competitive education. The
mission schools had to improve their academic performance in
order to reach its standards. The study bas also demonstrated
how positively BAS Kisii bas contributed to the standard of
living in the rural areas and the Mation at large through its

ex—-students.
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CHAPTER S 1IX

SUMMARY AND RECDMMENDATIONS
FOR_FURTHER STUDIES

Summary

In this study, we have looked at the development of
secular education in colomnial Kenva. In order to bring out
this factor clearly; the establishment of Government African
Sthonl, Ki=z=ii and its development between 1234 and 1963 was
chosen as the main theme of the study. However, secular
education cannot be discusced in isolation. Hence, analysis
of the social, economic and peolitical facters has been done to
show how they have influenced the theme of the study.

It bas been clearly shown that formal Western education
was introduced in Kenya, as in other parts of Africa by the
Christaan missionaries, The chief abject of the Christian
missionaries was to convert the African and win his soul for
Christ through education. Hemnce, education to the Christian
missionaries was a vehicle or weapon of propagating the
Christian gosﬁel. " The missionaries did not stress the
importance of education for its own sake, as long as it
enabled them to gét more Christian converts.

At the start, the Kisii people as the study has revealed
displayed an element of suspicion, indifference and mistrust
of the Roman Catholic and SDA Christian missipnaries. They
qssociated the Christian missionaries with pecople who had

carried & punitive expedition on them, and hence refused to

have any dealing with them. But, as time went by, they came
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to realise the new socio-economic opportunities associated
with the education introduced by the missionaries. They
changed and started to attend school in large numbers.

In the mission schdols, Africans came to realise that
they were only subjected to education mainly stressing on the
IRs i.e. reading, writing andg simple arithmetic,. This
education apart from enabling them to become ardent Christians
denied them opportunities of aspiring for white-collar ijobs.
Therefore, they started to ask and long for a secular
education which could enable them to get better Jobs like
their white counterparts. Before the Fraser Report of 1709.
government participation in African education was minimal and
negligible. With the establishment of the Department of
Education in 1911, the government processed grants, issued
policies and went as far as establishing its own schools in
areas which the missionaries had not catered for.

The contribution of the the govermment to African
education &as revealed in the stuay was greatly influenced by
social, econpomic and political forces. For example, owing to
the fact that the Europeans naturally felt superior to the
Africams, the former believed tﬁat educational practices
between the two races were then to be different. The
Europeans 1in this case were to get literary education to
prepare themselves for administrative roles while the black
man was to be subjected to techno-religious education which

was not capable of preparing and equipping him with relevant
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ckills tco enable him s=serve the colonial .government as an
administrator.

The Africans were totally dissatisfied with the type of
education they were being offered, Hence, with the
establishment of the Lécal Native Councils in 1925, they were
able to get the proper chanpnel of airing their grievancqs Aas
to the type of education they wanted. With the inauguré¥inn
of the LMC's, they were able to express the need of
establishing a purely secular educational institution outside
missionary control. The Africans in South Kavirondo taxed
themselves and contributed labour, materials and land for the
establ%shment of a nonfdenomigétional school, that is, GAS
Kisii. This ﬁas not an easy task especially with the
increased opposition from the Christian missionaries. The
unwavering stand taken by Africans, coupled with the local
support and that from Kisumu and Nairobi, enabled them to
estahlish the school. The study further shows the initial
praoblems that also threatened the establisﬁment of GAS Kisii
and how these problems were later solved.

The study has revealed fhat GAS Kisii, becamg a milestone
in the development of African Education in Soguth Kavirondo
despite teething problems. This argument is proved by the
quality of education given at the GAS Kisii which scon
outshone the mission controlled schools, in academics and
sports. There wag a general outcry in South :Raviranda
District that missionaries shouwld pull up theif socks and

give guality education as the one found in the BAS Kisii. The
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call was favourably respaonded tao by the Christian
missiocnaries whao started to improve their schools’
performance in order to compete with the GAS Kisii and other
newly established LNE schools. The =ub=szeguent result of this
was the improvement in the quality of education in the
district.

Besides all these, the graduates of GAS Kisii have served
the society in various capacities, as clerks, techmicians,
engineers, doctors, lawyers, administrators and entreprenesurs.
Therefore, the schaol has acted as a catalyst of
socio—economic advancement in the country since its
establishment.

Suggestions and Recommendations for Further Research

In this study, apart from the SDA and RC missionary
groups, other missionary groups were mentioned as having
provided education to the Africaés after 1730s. There 1s,
therefore, a need for a thorough study to be carried out on
each of these Christian missionary groups in order to bring
out their respective roles in the development of education for
the African people. We further discussed the role of colonial
government in establishing the first government African
schools like Narok, Kapsabet, Waa and Kabianga. There is need
for other studies to be carried out along this line to
establish to what extent did the colonial government

contribute towards the establishment of these schools and

other Government African schools established in the colony.
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The establishment of Kereri 0Girls Secondary Boarding
School shows that it was an offshot of GAS Kisii. This study
did not undertake a detailed account of its historical
development. 1t is, therefore, necessary that a study on this
school be carried out.

At the same time, the study also discussed about the
teacher training programme started in 1950 at the GAS Kisii.
This study only traced the transfer of the training facilities
to Kabianga in 1957 and later to present-day Kisii College in
19867 . it is imperative that a more detailed study should be
carried out to establish more about this teacher training
college. \ -

Elsewhere in the study, we looked at the establishment of
5ecéndary school education in the district especially in
1960s5. There is a need, therefore,toc carry out a detailed
5tudy on the development of secondary school education in the
area since the 1960s.

Finally, this study only focused Dn‘the growth aof BGAS
Kisii in ﬁhe period between 1934 - 1963. MNothing about the
school has been discussed beyond this period. There is,
theréfore, a need to carry out a further study on the school’'s

history from 19464 todate.
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APFENDIX 1

Interview Schedule EX-Students of GA5 — KISIT

Name:

Dccupation:

Rge:

Tribe:

s Fetween which years were you In GAS Kisii?

. At what age did vou enter GAS Kisii?

3. Where were you schooling before joining GAS Kisii?

g, For how long were you in that villzage school before you
entered GAS Kisii7?

5. Which subjects were you taught in the village scheol?

& Under which religious dominstion was the village school?

7. What sducational facilities were found In the village
schoalse? :

4. Do you Enow sarything A5 concernsthe teachers”’
gualification {those who taught you 1n the village
schogls!)?

e, What were the entry regquirements of GAS Kisii and &t

what class did yvou Jjoin the school?
10, Who sponsored your ecducation at GAS Kisii?
11. Which subjects were you taught Iin GAS Kisii?
12, How different were they from those of the villsage school

you were previcusiy?

13. Do you know anything about the teachers’ gqualificatians
who taught you in GAS Kisii?

i4. What can you say about the educational facilities at the
GAS Kisii?

15, Which year and class did you finish your education &t
GAS Kisii?

1&. Currently, what is your cccupaticon?
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Interview Schedule EX—-Teacher s of GAS — Kisii ;

Name:

Ooccupation (Fresent):

Age

Ethnic Group:

4.

tn

.
.

.

10.

i1.

Between which yesrs 0id you tesch in GAS Kisii?
What were your academic gqusalifications as & tescher?”

Which subiects were taught at GRS Kisit snd which one
were you teaching yourself? 3

Digd FAE Kisii fall wunder any religious domination?

Did you wse any of the fo]]cwinb criteria ta admit
students to GAS Kisii?

{al) Age .
(k) Sex
{c) Ethnicity

{d) Dencmination

"l

(e Academic requirementissclass or entry?

What problems did vyou experience from your students In
regard tc the above?

Did mission school’'s restrict their students from
. Oy

Who provided ar fipanced the genersl development of the
school?

What can vou say sbout the educational fascilities at GAS
Kisii, in compariscn to the mission or village schools?

How was the general academic performance at G.Q.S.,
Kisli in your time?

Apart from academic how did the school perform 4in
extra-curricular activities? K

t
What are some of the benefiis of establishing GAS Kisiu?
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APPENDIX 2

Headteachers ot Government African Schoal Kisii
1934 — Present
Year: Headteacher:
1934 A. K. Chapman
1935 C.A. Berridge
1935 ; ’
1937 3 -
1935 ) .
1939 E.G. Kess
19490 b
7 G.E5., Hutchinson

19492
1743

[

D.H.C. Newton

S

19494
1445
1745
17237
1948
1550
1251
1952
1953
1954
1955
1955

AU, Hutfuld

R.A. Lsake
R. Wallace s

T.W. Sharad

R L L PR R W W T

1957 C.E, Westwell

1958
17957
15560

Grounds

S
z
L]
L]

1561 W.C. Gillespie
1987 J.&E.M. Bundred

12583 J.0. Bppley
v, Bowles

[
3 0
i O
h &
et e

1548 B.W. Brown

12587
19588
15469
1970

7. Walobwas

Sl v Mo N



18971 7 ’
1972 }

1973 A J. Mwaura

1974 7

ig75 ;

1978 = 3

1977 2 ,

ie7g A J.D.N. Nvaema (Ex:Student)
157 7 « .
1980 A

1581 2

1982 A

1783 2}

19849 7

i¥85 3 J.I. Kinyvua

1585 2

1797 A

1788 2

189 r ¢

125 3 C.N. Barongc

d P70 2}

1991 - FPRESENT J.L.0 Kinaro {(Ex: Student)
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