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ABSTRACT

.It}is now recognized that ‘new' international
relations now obtain. The collapse.of comnunism in‘
Eastern Europe- tne end of the cold war; and the
- subsequent break-up of the’ Sov1et Union into its -
constituent Republlcs, have led to what is now '
‘regarded as a 'new world‘order" This new global ﬁ%"
dispensation. is essentially a unlpolar order |
characterized by the preponderance of the capitalist
west led by the United States of America.

Witnin the framework of the wofld—system
theory, an attempt is made in this.research work to
discover the impact the new world ordef is having
on Afrlca. | |

The central the51s of this study is that
the aggregate, the new world order 1mpede$ Afrlcan‘
development due to Africa's peripheral ndsition in
the worid Capitaiist-system. ‘The new world ondef
' repreSents an increased‘entrenchment of the
capitaliét mode of production globallya As
bredicted by the world-system theory, it is a
.centinnation of.the nrocess of. peripheralization

and underdevelopment of Africat
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The study covers the periéd, f985 to 1992.
It is iﬁportaht to'note, however, thét at the time'
of genefétion of data from World Bank publications
(in April 1992), the VWorld Bank report for 1992
had nof yet been bublished. As a result, World
Bank figures used’inAanalysis are for the years,

1985 to 1991.
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PREFACE

This study is a response to the need to investigate
the impact the newly-emerged new world order is having
on Africé; ‘The central thesis of the study is that
the complex of economic, poiitical, and strategic
 international developments that is the new world'order;'
" has been impeding Africa's overall development because
of Africa's peripherai position in the world capitalist
system. -

Chapter“ohe of the'study‘is the introduction and
it deals with the general introduction, theoretical
framework, the method of study,.among others.

Chapter two examiﬁes.the origins of the new world
ordef and also. defines the characteristics of “the new
world order.

. Chapter threé revisiﬁs the concept of development
to expose Africa's condition of underdevelopment, its
»‘cause(s), and its dynamics.

| Chapter'four-- the core of the research work
examines the economic, political, and strategic effects
the new world order haslbeen,having on Africa's
development. It is shown that the new world order
has‘been‘impeding African development.

Chaptef~five is the concluding chapter in which:

‘recommendations are advanced with regard to how the
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advéfse-effects on Afri§a‘of the new world ordér'can' N
" be remeaied. A'paph to  African dévélopment is
sugges%éd. _' '

Thls study covers the perlod 1985 to 1992. It
is 1mportant to note, however, that at the time of
generation of data from World Bank publlcatlons (in
_,April 1992), the World Bank report for 1992 had nof R
' Yet beén published.. As. a pesuit;,World Bank figures
used in analyéis'ére for the yeérs, 1985 to 1991.

| I am grateful to'the Council for the Development

of" Economlc and 5001a1 Research in Africa (CODESRIA)
for prov1dlng the research grant used in conductlng '
thls‘research. |

I am also grateful to several individuals who
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this‘work. ‘My thanks go to ‘my éupervisor,
Dr. Echeiona, for help.and guidance'heAgavé.thrbugh-
out-the périod of ‘the research; as well as fo my
,friendénand'cblleagues for -helping in one way or
the other. I am élso.grateful to the library staff
of ‘the Nigerian Insfitute of International Afféirs
(NIIA),'Lagos-for’thé assistance they rendered to
me during the period of generation of data for this

study. My.sPeciél thanks must go to my parents,
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* me with invaluable supporf. To them, this work is
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION ’

1.1 General Overview:

In 1985, citing what he .called "socio-economic
stagnation, loss oftmomentuﬁ and inertia"1 in-SeViet
~society as reasons, the then Soviet leader, Mikhail
Gorbachev, introdﬁced the twin policies of 'Glasnost'
(openness) and 'perestioika' (economic reconstruction).
{Glasnost'lprovided for political reforms including the
'guarantee of freedom of expression and ef dissent;
while 'perestroika' provided for economic reforhs
' fhrough‘the inﬁroduotion of private ownership of some
means of production, and ether principles of free |
-_markef economy, The economy was decentralised and
trade was, ﬁo’some extent, liberalised. |

The introductien of 'Glasnost! end 'perestroika' -
in the then Soviet Union led to reform movements in
Eastern Europe espe01ally in-early 1989. It inspired
peace moves, mult1~party political systems and libera-

~lisation of political institutions worldwide. More
~ . significantly, it 1ed‘td the demise or weakening of
'Cemmunist parties in Eastern Europe. -Communist'parties
either dlsappeared (as in the erstwhile German

. Democratlc Republlc) or changed names (as in the other
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-‘countries of Eastern Europe) and became Swedish-type
- social democratic pérties. ’ ‘ ;
Communism finally collapsed Completely-in Eastern
Europe in September- 1989, | |

This seemingly abrupt Soviet Switch. from
a marxist - leninist posture to ideas
hitherto unthinkable in official (Soviet)
. circles unleashed demands for further
liberalisation of Soviet institutions,
(led to) mationalist ... uprisings within
the country, (led to) the automatic
collapse of the wWarsaw military bloc .,

" the re;unification of the former German

'Democratic Republic and Federal Republic
of Germany, and led to the re-organization
of the (erstwhile) communist trading
block (COMECON) to adapt to ideas of hard

‘currency trade based on Western models.2

‘ The introduction of 'Glasnost' and 'perestroika’
marked.the beginning of the énd of the cold war. The
subsequent triumph of liberal political and'economic
principles'aé.well as the break-up of the Societ Union
'Ainto’fifteen independent republics have contributed to
the emérgence of the USA as the dominant gower.in the
world today. "For the first timé in over half a

century, no single great power, or coalition of powers,

: poses‘a 'clear and present danger' to the national
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~ security of the United States. The end of the cold
war has left America in the ... position of being

5 This fact was

without‘an obvious major advergafy.“
illuétrated in the recent gﬁlf crisis during which the
USA -mobilised an intérnafiona1‘War machinery against
,Ifaq which had invaded and annexed Kuwait. It was the
first time in history that the United Nations Security
- Council, with thé consent ‘of the USSR, authorized the
uée of forcé againét a member country. The USA's

- preponderance in the world today means that it now
eﬁercises effective confrél of the United Nations.
‘The new global_coﬁfiguration - essentially unipolar -
has come to be characterized as a 'new wofld order!';
hew, in the sense of being distinct from the old
'bipolan order of the coid war era. Thus, a new
international reality now exists; we are in a new
internaﬁional efa. |

1.2 Statement of Pfoblem:

Inevitably, the new global équation demands
examination from an African perspective: what impact
is the 'new world order' having on Africa? Specifica-
11y,.what effect 1is the 'new world order! having on
African development? Is it enhancing or impeding

African development? Wwhat are the prospects for



Affioan development'under the new global dispensation?
The purpose of this study, then, is to provide’
answers .to the_abbve quesfions.
It is important to note the variables involved in
the problem stated above. The 'new world order' is
. the independent variable and it refers to a phenomenon'
whose main features have already been outllned in )
sectlon 1.1 above and w111 be elaborated in chapter 2.
'African development' is the dependent variable and
this éoncept will be elaborated in chapter 3.

1.3 Significance of the Study:

A critical review Qf the literature on the 'newl
WOrld order' reveals that thée question of the effects
~of the 'new world order"on*African development has
yét_to be adequately addressed. This study will,
therefore, fill a research gap. |
| The‘study is also timely: it comes at a time when

v1rtua11y all African countrles are grappllng with
| increased socio-economic and political problems. The
study w1ll help explaln why these problems per51st and,
p0551b1y, profer solutions to them.

The'study will also serve to sharpen the defini-
tion of the concept of development és well as to

elucidate the concept's relationship with certain
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specific policies and phenomena (like regional integra-
tion, which will be examined in the context of Africa's

o/

attempts at overcoming underdevelopment).

1.4 Literature Review:

A cfiticai review of existing 1iteratﬁre onvthe
'new world order' throws more light on the phenomenon
as regards its impact on Africa.

As might be expected of a global phenomenon that
is new, most of the literature on the 'new world order!' :
concéntrates on articulating the naﬁure'of the order. |
There is, as yet, very little in the 1iteratur§.0n <
the impact of the new dispensation on Africa.

There ‘is disagreement in the literature as to
whether the present global dispensation even constitutes
a new world order. The view has been expressed by
-._somevobservers that the world is in a transition
period and that a new international order is still
~evolving. One such observep is'Boris_Pyadyshev who,
in an International Affairs (Moscow) summit discussion,
declared that mit's feélly too early to speak of the .
-onsét of/a new wérld order. All that we éan say is
that while world‘pdlitics'has undergone deep changes
and while the cold war has wound down or, indeed,

drawn to a close, no new world order can emerge



.overnight. It cén only be a guestion of approéching
or tackling the formation of a new system."4 with
régard to the general nature of wérld'order, pyadyshev
further posits{

nothing could be more unsafe than to

~ speak of a definite, established and
balanced world order. No definite
world order has ever existed, nor can
one exist as a. complete system.
Bverything is in a state of flux. This
is how matters stand, now as in the
past. Period follows period but the
process is dynamic;l And this raises
" a very important question about the
‘mechanism of shaping an eventual
world order.”

He theﬁ'concludes that "the new world order is
going'td Be rather like a new lack of world ordef"6
because things are,“aé yet, not pfoperly defined;
according to him, the order will be marked by |
confusion and uncertainty.

This concept‘of the 'mew world order' seems to
see it as something to be éstablished willfully and
which will then function according to the dictates .of
its establishers; of "gas a guality that ﬁay or may not

obtain in international politics at any one time or

place, or that may be present to a greater or lesser
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7 "world order!

degree: order as opposed to disorder.™
in the context it is being used today (in the phrase,
. 'new world order!'). is used to denbte 'global-dispen—
: sétionﬂ; to.denote "the totality of relationships
among states, the_intérnational political system as
.a whole."8

Although pyadyshev's concept of world order will
not be very useful for the‘pufpoSes éf this study, he
captures the dynamic nature of the international system
when he'charactéfizes it as being in a state of flux.

9

Speaking in a similar vein, Ma Xusheng” first
characferizes 'international order' as "a legal
sYstem encompassing thelprinciples, measures, and
mechanisms by which internatiqnal relations are co-
ordinated and. common intermational problems are

so].vecl.-"’10

He then traces the need for international
order to the rise of states and the develdpment of
contacts émong'them; although he points out that it
is only in the modern history-of international
relations that'esfablishing an international order
in its'completé sénse became a practice. .

His view agrees with that of Pyadyshev that

international order is not and has never been

immutable. "Rather, it's been constantly updated in
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accordance with changes of the pattern of the wdrld's

balance of strength."11

According to him, intefnatiq—
nal order has been established twice in this century:
.firstly, the &ersailles system established after the
first world war; and secondly, the Yélta system esta~
blished after the second world war and which has just
collapsed. He contends that the third international
order is yet to be established; that the world is

L ostill in-transition.. He also contends that the new

- world order will be<different from the two previous
_drders in terms of formation; content, ahd-purpose
‘because the international sifuation has changed. .-

In terms of formation, he noteslthat the two
previous orders were oénoeived during world wars and
finalized under post-war circumstances. He then
contends .that “without the aﬁfhoritative force of war
~_playin,g: a role, éstablishing a new international order
in a matter of a few years is out of the question."'12

In respect of content apd_pufppse, he notes that
"international'order uéed to be based on hegemony and
,powef politics, with a few major.powers dominating
.internatiénal éfféifs andlimposing their Views‘oh

nations of the world through international mechanism.

‘History proves that the above-mentioned order cannot
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13

bring world peace.! He insists that the new interna-
tional order, to Be successful, must have as its I
objectives, the consolidation of world peace and the
promqtidn of.common development.

 Xusheng posifs that these objectives.will-be |
achieved bytéither of two methods:'Big-power,dominatioﬁ
'dr Common partioipafion; .According to him, big—powef
dominatibn has two salient features: reStricting the
sﬁVereignty of independent states and placing human
rights'above so&ereiénty; and taking ideology as the
" dividing line and meddling in the domestic affairs
of naiions that reject Qestern democracy.

Unaer common participatioh, hOweQer, the new world
order will be built on the principles of peaceful co-~
"ex1stence, sovereignty, equallty, peace, Justlce, and
non—lnterference in internal affairs of individual
states. ‘ '

Ma Xusheng contends that for now (which he
characterizes as a transition perlod) big~power
domination and common partlclpatlon are playing a
balan01ng role in 'settling international issues.

- Thus it can be seen that, like Pyadyshév, Xusheng
'sees a 'néw’World.order' as being still in embryo and
 ndt yet ¢Xistent° . He, however, acknowledges that

tthe new international order will take effect evén



10

before a'complefe,”'pure' system is formed.;. thus
it might be said that the new international order is
actually«presenf in the process of its own“for‘mation."14
Xusheﬁg's contribufion-is significant to- the
.extent that_it constitutes what must be considered
the communist'view of thé new- global dispensation
especially as regards the method of achieving the
objectives Qf consolidation of wofld peace and
promotion'bf common development (Xusheng advocates
'Ithe method of common participation): Xusheng is‘a
Deputy Foreign Minister in‘China's Ministry of'Foreign:,
4Affairs} |
| It is curious; however, that he does not consider
the Gulf war of 1991 forceful or authoritative enough
to have brbught about a new world order.
In contrast to-Pyadyshev's and Xusherig's view,

15

vitaly Tretyakov insists that the new global con-

figuration constitutes a new world order. According
fo him, Yeven 1f it's no order, it is something new."16
He outiines four-féctbrs,to support his conteniion,
-Qiz: | |

T The collapse of the Soviet communist bloc ..

2. New.subjects of foreign policy. are appearihg

(for instance, new republics have emerged in
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Yugoslavia. If he was wrifing after the break-up
of the former Soviet Union; he would have added,
new former Soviet fepublics).

3, Intefnationai relations are taking new forms in
certaih fegions. ‘For instance, in the erstwhilé
USSﬁ.and eastern Europe which have opened their
markets to'fofeign investments.

4, The unifying of nationél ihterests; the increasing
‘congruence of national interests as a result of
the collapse-of the Soviet bloo',,17
Of course, it is doubtful if there has been any

'unifying of nétionai interests' but Tretyakov's

'contribution is useful because it highlights some of

the characteristics of the new international diépensa-

tion. ﬁis conffibuﬁion,also highlights the-need to |
read.'order' as the way things are in relation to one

.'another,-rather than as a condition in which everything.

is Carefglly arranged aﬁd is in working condition. | S

Writing before the disintegratibn of the Soviet

Union, Ken Jowitt! S

describes the collapse of-
 .communism in eastefh Europe as the most significant
event in theihewAglbbél,dispensation; infact, as being
- responsible for the new global dispensation. This

event he describes as a 'leninist extinction'.

According to him,
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thé 'leninist extinction' has radically
altered the geopolitical frame of refe-

- rence that countries throughout the world

have long used to bound and define
. themselves.

The third'world, for instance,,has
bounded and defined itself since its '
Abeginning.at the Bandung Conférence of
1955 by distinguishing itself from the
West on the one hand and the leninist
world on the other."19 '

He.bonteﬁds that the capacify of 'the non-aligned
states (of which virtually all African states are part)
: to obtain 'devélOpmenﬁ assigtance' was dependent upon
- the conflict between‘;the.other two worlds' .the one led
-by the United Stéteé, the.other led by the then Soviet
Union. He further contends that now the bipolar
-alignment with referencevtovwhich the nonaligned states
of'the'third world defined themselves has disappeared,“?o

the capacity of the third world.states (and by

. implication, of African.states) to secure 'development

‘assistancé' has been reduced.

"Jowitt.positS'that.the new world order is a
~similar sifuation to the one described in the Book of
'Genesis of the Holy Bible Whereby the major imperatives
Yahweh waé faced with were"naming and bounding‘.

Similarly, the major imperatives of the new world
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order are rnaming and bounding. According to Jowitt,

_this 'genesis environment' could lead to new ways of

. . . |
life or new ideologies. Jowitt concludes that,

the emerging international environment's
primary characteristic will be turbu-
lence of an order not seen during the
cold war. In this new world, leaders
will matter more than institutions,
charisma more than political economy. .

It is precisely at such times - when

 existing boundaries and identities,
international and national, institu-
tional and psychological, are 4
challenged ~ that charismatic leaders
offer themselves as sources of
ceftainty and promise.21

AJowitt provides a rather pessimistic prognosis
of the new infernational era. However, he raises an
:important issue as regards the rele&ance of the non-
aligned movement (NAM) in this new world.order,‘an
vissue whichhwill.Bé addressed later in fhis étudy.

Fred Hailiday22

;contends that the cold war has
ended because of the triumph of,thé west over the
4éast, this triumph havihg been mgde possible by the

' éollapée of Soviet power. |

He considers if there is a new agenda in
intérnat;onal relations. He contends that there will

be two kinds of answer, depending on how the term

;international relations' is used. In the first



14

'sénse, the term 'internationél relations’ denotes'
foreign policy and current affairs. 1In the'second
sense,-it;dehotes the academié - the comparative and
'ﬁheoretical study of inter—étate relations,

| Addressing thé issue of international relations
in}the first sehéé;_hé agfees that thére is a new

aéenda dominated by the following issues: the environ-

" ment (concern with depletion of the ozoné layér; doncefn
with global warming and the greenhouse effect);
weapons proliferation;.migratiqn; international co-
.operatioﬁ and human rights; drugs and the deadly.
disease, AIDS; and térrorism. He makes the point that
certain key elements of the old agenda (Nationalism,
war, and distribution .of wealth) still persist.

- . In respect of international relations innthé
second'sense, Hailiday concludes that it confronts a
‘new agenda‘only partially because of chaﬁges in'the )

internatioﬁal situétionAénd in the policy agenda.
Changes in‘éocial,science study'as a whole have aiso
.affecfed international relations. The three broad |
issueé, according toAHélliday,'fhat underlie the new
‘international réiationsvacademic agenda are: the
'process‘of intérnatiqnalisafion'in the contemporary

world, and the reactiohs agaihst it; the collapse of
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the Commnnist bloc; ‘and the question, posed by ﬁranois
~Fukuyema, about cnenge in the international syetem'and
the  end of history.23
Halliday's discourse is useful. It highlights
tne most important issues on the internafional agenda
'today. It also provides useful insight into theoreti-
oal challenges“faoing international relations as an
academio discipline. »

B ‘Segun Oeobaquconsiders "the so-called new inter-lj
" national order (NIO) as no more than hollow, even

25 N

~ fraudulent propaganda.™" He clalms that "the west

'(1n partlcular the USA, UK and France) see the new

' unlpolar, essentlally one-party structure of interna-

'tlonal polltlcs as a unique opportunity for brlnglng
under 1ts heel all the ‘former colonlsed peoples of

the third world."25 In this drive, according to
'*'Qsoba,'the west employs the United Nations Security

| Council as a mil_itary and political instrument to
bfing about its goal - the consolidation of the
dominant, western, capitalist economic doctfine fhrough
vphe dominant United States power -and influence. He
oipesethe examples of the(US ~ conceived and largelyA
implemented 'operation'desert storm' against Iraq and

the US - masterminded'imposition of military, econcmic,
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"and diplomatic sanctions on Libya over its alleged
implication in the plané bombings over Scotland in |
1988 and over Niger in 1989:

| _ He contends that the new international order is
sebtarian and anti-democratic in character Because the
western-instigated Security Council is discriminatory
in its'policieS'; enforcing vicious policies against
Irag, Libya, and the Palestinians while treating
Israel with kid gloves. Osoba also claims that'the
western powérS'are‘guilty‘of the_very acts of aggre-
ssion they accuse Iraq and Libya of. He cites the
examples of the USA's acts of aggression aéainst_the
Nicaréguaﬁ*Sandiﬁistas in the 1980's; against Grenada
in 1983 to 1984; and against the Noriega government
of Panama in 1989 to 1990. i

He .concludes that the new international order

was "set up ... under the spuribus and tarnished
barnner of human rights and multi-party democracy -to
subjugate the whéle world to a rapacious and milita-
ristic, Qapitalist world order and, thereby, foreclose
thé many genuine democratic options available to the
peoples of the world in the realms of économics,

27

politics and overall culture." He then calls upon

the peoples of the world to fight this 'subversive
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plof'.
| Osoba's discourse highlights the marginalisation
of the’ 'thlrd world' (and Africa) under this new world:
order. It also calls attention to what may be a
hidden agenda of the western pdwers to completely
dominate the world.

Edmond Keller28 reviews political research in
Affica and concludes that as a result of the waxing
(between'the mid—1960's and the mid-1980's) and waning
(since the 1980's) of authoritarianism‘i; Africa,
political analysts have been forced to take stock of:
the toois at ﬁheir.disposal for understanding political
: change. AccordingAto.nim,,while some scholars take
'democracy' as fheir unit of analysis, ethers take

1nst1tutlons like the one-party system and popular S

‘ ,movements and their relationship to the achievement

of democracy. Still others take the broad concept of
governance., All of these approaches, Keller argues,

do not tell us. muoh about the process of change. He
advocates that analysis should focus instead on 'regime
,change', He defines regime as "the formal rules and

: erganiZation of national-pqlitical power, and the
relationship 6f'natienal authorities and institutions

29

to society at large." According to him, ‘tthe regime

defines the normative order, structures the relation-~
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ship between public authorities and the rest of society,

" and determines who has access to political power andf.

30 According to Keller, the concept

who does not."
'regime' is broader than the concept of government
but nérroWer than the concept of the state. While
!government"fefers to "ﬁhe actual instruments of
ﬁublic rule including public officefholders"31,'the
state:is represented "in a Jjuridically defined,
sovereign'fefrifory; in governmental institutions;
'énd in the political organizations used by those who
govern to achieve the goals.of a particular regime."Bz‘
He notes.that a éo;ernment.may change without thé
régime éhanging jgst liké both a government and a
regimé may change without the character of the state
changing.
Finally, Keller recommends that Africanist-

research re-focus .on political change. He éuggests
that case studies should be made with countries where
changés.are most obvious-and that studies should be
ét the macro - and micro-levels. Macro studieé would
.ihvolve "idéntifying, in a'broadly comparativelmanner,-
. how.strubturél (dbmestic_and international)variables '
.; interact with one another and with social - psYdholof

'gical (e.g. personality, small groups) variables in
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the context of Africa's unique polifical culture to
yield a particular pattern of regime tranéformationr"33
- Micro-level studies would involve "case studies and
'small-n' comparisons applying the model (deveioped
from macro studies) and giving it some texture."34

Keller's reView and taxonomy of political.reséarchf
in Afrioa is instructive. However, his recommendation 
of 'regime'chahge"aé the most appropriate foQﬁs‘of <
anélysié'of»politicalAchange reflects'a particular
theorétical.bias which 1s unacceptable for this studyo

A more appropriaté'focus would be the state.

In a class analysis of the economic crisis in

35

sub-saharan Africa, Julius TIhonvbere points‘ouﬁ

that while there is agreement on the depth and dimen-
sions of the crisis and even on fhe implications for
both Africa and the world community at large, such an
égréement does not ekist with regard to the origins
and causés of the éfisis. According to him, generally,
there are two contending'Views as to the origins and -
causéé‘of the crisis. One view holds that it was

caused by external forces:

falling prices of primary exports,
exploitation by Trans National Corp-
orations,‘deqlining investment and’

foreign aid, failure of the west to transfer
technology, and a generally hostile
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international environment for poor,

dependent and underdeveloped

. 6
eqonomies.3

The second.view'hdlds that the crisis was caused
and 1s being reproduced internally by "personal rule,
‘human rights abuses, marginalisation of the majority
from decision - making'prooesses, COrruptiQn, mismanage-
mént of the ecbndmy,-failure to make radical restructu- .
riné~sf the respective economies; inefficiency; and
fhé general disregard for democratic values, popular
narticipatinn, production, and self-reliance,n”’ |
' Thonvbere insists that the factors identified by
both views as the causes of the crisis are; inféqt,
symptoms or'manifésfations bf the crisis. According
"~ to him, the real issues behind Africa's economic crisis
'have to ao with historj, class, state, and'prodnction
and.exchange»reiations, in place since the sarly yeans
.of politicai independence.n He argues that it is the
prodnction of these fundamental historically determined;
" causes that have combined. with other developments to
deepen the African crisis.ﬁ38

Thonvbere's anslysis is illuminating highlighting,
: as 1t does, the harmful activities of trans national

companies in Africa as well as how the ruling comprador

Bourgeois class in Africa is an accomplice in the
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exploitation of Africa.

Féi Zongwenagonotes that due to the global mover-
ment from.-tension to detente, dialogue has taken the
place of~oonfrontation and tnis trend has had wide-
ranging and far-reaching influence on Africé. According
to him, this influence has been felt in the political,
‘economic, and strategic spheres of African affairs.

| In the strategic spheré, several inter—stafe
armed COnfliCtS.ha&é beenAsettled. These include the
thiopia/Somalia conflict and the Chad-Libyan conflict.

In the political/diplomatic sphere, Zongwen notes,
'theré have also been positive changes in africa. He
notes that Algeria and Morocco have re-established
dinlomatio relations and that tension between South
Africa and the frontllne states has eased.

He .also notes that Afrlca s economic crisis has
led African.countries4to concentrate on economic
'fejuvénation'.

Zongwen cites the following factors as being
respon51ble for the polltloal economic, and dipioma—
tic changes in Afrloa= |
e The strong desire of the African countries for

peaoe and development..v |

2. The 1mpact -of detente between the USA and the
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Soviet Union and relaxation of the international
situation as a whole. |
'3. The trend that many countries are paying greater
| atteﬁtionvto'their domestic, especially economic
problems. Emphasis on economic development has,
.in turn, made.réadjustment and reform the”tide
- of the day in the world.
4, Dr1v1ng force of the OAU (the Organlzatlon of

African Unity) and the United Nations.

Zéngwen notes}'however, that given the multitude
 of‘prob1ems ieft over by history in Africa and the
cdmplex natufe'bf infernal strifes, attaining‘political
" stability and economic development in Africa will not
be.én easy task. |

Zongwen's analysis of the changes in Africa is
hélpful but some of the factors to which he attributes
. theﬁ are rather vague. For instahce, have Africans
.nét'always had a strong desire for peace and develop-
mént? ‘_ -

:Timéﬁhy Shawqo'reviews African political economy
over the past decade‘(the 1980's) especially the.last
half of the decade. He éxamineé»the‘éffécts of the
‘ structurél Adjustment Programmes (SAP's) Africén
countries were forced by the western~controlled

international financial institutions to adopt and
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conolﬁdes that:

"adjustment is unfortunate as well
as unworkable, because it reinforces
- Africa's colonial divisions and
retards any prospects for regional
co~-operation. National reforms are
" incompatible with regionalisms.
Collective as well as national self-
reliance is eroded, although both mey
~ become'inevitable'in the future as |
.adjustmenf terms become unbearable;

literally, self-reliance by default.41

According to him, (econemic) 1iberalisation,.
which the structural adjustment Programmes have
invelved3 has exacerbated increased dependence on
fereign‘goods and fashions. He also notes that an
increased lack oficonfidence in African economies has
1ed to transfer pricing, capifal flight, and external
sav1ngs.

He notes that reactlons to the deflclencles and
drawbacks of the IMF/World. Bank SAP prescriptions

come from three inter-related. sources:

~

- j, The United Nations Economic Commission'fer Africa,

the ECA, Wthh 1n51sts tnat adJustment does not
advance development
2. Other agencies within the United Nations e.g.

the UNICEF (which prefers 'adjustment with a
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human fage') and the UN development programme,

the UNDP (which insists on 'human develbpmentf

- as a whole rather than just economic development).’

3,

A set of academic evaluations of adjusfment.42

RN

He. concludes that Africa has entered a new

period following that of decolonisation, Namibia being

the last colony. According to him, in this new period,

“¢lass contradictioms and coalitions are apparent, as

revealed in pétterns of, and opposition to structu-

ral adjustment.®

that,

43

Making recommendations for analysis, he contends

any persuasive, neo-materialist political _
economy for Africa in the 1990's must, then,
inélude at least three saliént elements,
all of which involve revisionism around

-established perspectives, ... First, it

. 'should situate the continent's political

economies in the globdl context of new
international-divisions of labour and '

‘power, .in which novel balances of property

and authority are transforming patterns

of production, distribution, consumption,

‘and -accumulation, as well as destruction

and deprivation. Second, it must recognize
the tfahsformed policy context in which
the conditionalities of structural adjust-
ment have coﬁe to undermine assumptions
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abount one - party, state-~dominated
systems of power and privilege. And
third, it should incorporate changing :
social contexts: the dynamics and dia-
lectics of the continent's distinctive
political economies, particularly the
expansion of informal and rural sectors,
the contraction of industrial and state
sectors, the recognition of female
production and consumption, and the
creatioh of novel forms of democratic
partibipation and organization.

Shaw's analysis of African states and studies in
this new world order is incisive.

bs

Carol Lancaster examines Africa's economic
: érisis, links its debt-component to. the overall need
fdr external financé, relates that need in turn.to
the prospécﬁs for inducingvthe African countries to
- adopt 'required' economic‘fefdrms, and prOposes
1nst1tutlonal dev1ces to achieve such a result.
She attributes slow development in Africa to the
fbllow1ng reasons:
. 1. Economic inherifance at independence of African
countries.
20 Accumulated problems of economic mismanagemént-

by African leaders.

’3. Sharp deterioration in theAfegion's terms of
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trade from ﬁhelhistoric highs during the'early

1980"s. | |

She makes proposals for financing Africa's econo-
mic refofm which includes a new initiative on debt
to.link‘debt réduction and debt'relief'ﬁo dévelopment

needs and to performance on economics.

"“The proposal'inv01Ves the merging of
consultative groups, roundtables, and
other co-ordinating groups plus the
_Paris club meetings into a single
international grouping for individual
coﬁntries -~ called here an Adjustment
Review Consortium (ARC) - to be chaired
by the world Bank with participation. by
creditor and donor governments and '

. international institutions plu26the

individual African government.

She also advocateé debt-rélief for African
Coﬁnfries. |

Lahcaster's analysis of Africa's economic
problems reflects a particular economic theoreticél
. bent: the western; 1iberé1 trédition. This. is not
surprisihg given‘the fact fhat her study-was conducted
under the auspices of a noted western, liberal
think-tank. |
| ' Her récomméndations, in particular, are not

acceptable although it is acknowledged that they
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stem logically from her analysis.

Richard Joseph47

examines the new drive towards
plural democracy in Africavand'concludes that the
democratic movement is, infact, not new. According
to'him, talthough the‘dembcratic movement in Afriéa
first bﬁrst mntb the headlines in 1990, it is not
exactly new, nor is it mérely an echo of events else=
where - in the world. Students of Africa can trace the
roots of its democratic movements to individuals and
organizations thét‘have_been harshly repressed for
decades.n*® ’ |

He notes that the anti-apartheid struggle in
South Affica also served as a catalyst to the céntem—
ﬁorary democratic movement in Africa.

Joéeph drawé up a taxonomy of democratic transi-
tions in Africa. -He identifies seven models viz:
1o The national conference:

This has occurred in the Republics of Benin,
Congo, Togo, and Cameroon.
2o Government change via democratic elections;

This occurred in Cape Verde and in Séo Tome and
Principe between January and'March 1991. In the
Republic of Benin in March, 1991, Nicephore Soglo
defeated Matthieu Kerekou (the president for the pést
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seventeen yéars§ in free'multiparty elections. in
October 4991, Frederick.chilﬁba defeated Kenneth Kaunda
(the'president for the past twenty-seven years) in free
elections ﬁéid in Zambia. |
3, Co-opted transitions: |

This involves the rulihg party co-opting the
6ppositibn into thé goverﬁment in an erstwhile Qné—
pafty stété. Thié'has been witnessed in the Ivory
-Coast; Gabon, and_theASenegal. |
L, Guided Democratization:

In this model, a military regime retains viftually
Complete control of the transition process which 1is
generally complex'and'deliberately prolonged. This
has been. the case'in Nigeria and Guinea.

S; Recalcitrance and.piecemeal reforms:

This haé been witnessed in Mali, Ghana, Cameroon,
. Malawi, Kenya, and Sudan, amdng others. | '
In Mali, Mousa Tréore was overthrown and reforms )
Vinstitﬁted, In Ghana, Jérry Rawlings finally agreed
to convene a.constitutional assembly leading to multi-
party electiqns. In Cameroon, Paul Biya initially
refused to alloﬁ;a nétibnal conference that would
”sﬁpplant him and his pqrty but he lifted press res-

trictions, permitted opposition parties to operate,
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~aﬁd granted'amnesty to political prisoners.

Amohg thé recélcitrants, the unswerving hardliqers:
are found_in Malawi,‘Kenyé, and the Sudan, among others.
6. Armed .insurrection culminating in elections:

The reduction in cold war tension (global detente)
facilitated democratic changes in Namibia (leading to
independence), in South Africa, and in Angola (where
the Estoril acdord pfoVided for elections in late
'Septémbér 1992).

In Uganda, Yoweri Museveni's national resistance
movemenf, after overthrowing Milton Obote, instituted
'a.quasi-democratic'sysfem:,no multi-party elections

ére,provided for but press freedom and fespect for

,

: hﬁman rightS”have'been guaranteed. There is also
provisién'fbr an Ombudsman.

In Rwanda, following an arﬁed insurgency. that
began in late 1990, President Habyarimano agreed to
introduée‘a ﬂﬁltiparty,systéh and other reforms.

_In'Ethiopiéf a July f991 meeting to estabiish a
_provisional government approved a charter that inclﬁdes
provisi0ns of freedoms of expréséion,_assembly,‘
belief, and associatién.‘ The meeting also announced
plahs for elections in 1992. |

T Conditional transitions:
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These are cases where transitions are interrupted
if there is threat to the regime or to the aemocratic
' aspiratiéns of the people. This has been witnessed _
in Algeria and Tunisia where there are strong Islamic
fundamentaiist movementé.

Joseph proviqes a good analysis of the political
changes taking place ali.ovgr»Africa.

Claude Akqu

agrees with Richard Joseph that the
drive towards demecratic pluralism in Africa is not
new. He notes the interest @f the west in this new
“drive and makes the point that the legacy of indiffe-
rence to the fate of democfacy on the African'dontinenf.
bthat the west.is Just overcoming "has its roots in the
cblonial era, when political discourse excluded not
only democracy but even the idea of good governmeﬁt."5o
To Aké, the democratization drive is a welcome
development. He, however, warns that the'aétiéﬁ'of
the International Financial Institutions (IFI's)
constitute an impedihent to democratization. This
is sb because .the IFI's give aﬁtocratic African
leaders the.chance to: substitute structural édjust—
ment for democratization. AThis they do by supporting

such leaders as submit to structural adjustment.

" Ake cites the example of Somalia under Siad Barre.
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. He' then concludes that,

the IFIs may be contributing to :

~ democratization inspite of themselves.
If one is a leninist and believes |
that ‘'the worse, the better', one may
indeed  welcome their tenacity in
pursuit of adjustment, for the escala-
tion of political repression associated
with it has helped to. spawn the
democracy movement in Africa.
However, seeking progress by the
intensification of conmtradictions is
both costly and risky. It will cause
a great deal of suffering and may give
rise .to extremist ideologies and
political forms that serve5?either

development nor democracy. '-f <
AReWé analysis is ‘particularly illumiﬂating as
it highlights one paradox that obtains_in Africa of
'today::the march of political democratization against
inoreasing7economic’disenffénqhisement éf the African
majority. |

. 1«5 Theoretical Framework for Analysis:

The theoretical framework fqr analysis adopted
for this study ié thé world-system approach of the
v'political economy pérédigm. |
The world—syéfem appfoach is a development

‘theory that grew out of.the dissolution and dispersion
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of the dependency theory. It is a relatively new
theoretical curreht that arose from the criticisms of
dependehcy theory.

The wofld—sYstem approach is normally associated

52

. with Immanuel Wéllerstein, and with the more recent

writings of Samir Amin, Andre Gunder Frank, and‘ )
Giovanni Ar‘_righio53 |
It is to be ﬁqted that there exist important
diffefenoeskbetween the conception of the world system
by Wailerstein.and A.G. Frank, on the one hand, and
Amin and Arrighi,on the'othere ‘While Frank and
Wallerstein perceive the Qynamics of the world system
as being 'mechanistic and.deterministic', Amin and
-Arfighi see it as being voluntaristic. Thus, Frank.
and wallerstein see. the world syétem as a cépitalist
world economy, Mas one integral system covering the
Qhole‘globé and being moved by a single dynémics
complétely overpowering the individual states that
make up the system.'}S4
Thus if,is cléar that Fraﬁkvand Wallerstein's
.world system approach bears éome theoretical resem-
blance to the dependency tradition. ‘Howevef, there

is now a shift in the level of analysis "from the

-periphery to the centre~pefiphery structure of the
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However, desplte the dlfferences between the

' i
Wallersteln/Frank p051tlon and the Amin/Arrighi position,v

'the follouing can‘be summarized'as the main strands of

A‘the world system approach

L

There is a s001al whole that may be called a- capl—'
talist world economy, Wthh came into ex1stence in

the sixteenth'century and has since expanded_histo—

4rically from‘its Furopean origins to cover the

globe. The approprlatlon by the world Bourge0151e

' of the surplus value created by the world's ‘direct
- producers has evolved direct approprlatlon at the
" ‘market place ‘as well as unequal exchange.

‘No~analysis'of individual states can be made without

pla01ng them in the context of the capltallst

world economy .

Throughout the history of the capltallst world o

economy, there has been 1ncrea51ng organlzatlonv

cof oppressed groups and 1ncrea51ng.opp051tlon to

its continuance.

The struggle between capitalist and socialist

. forces cannot be reduced to a struggle between

any two countries."The 'crisis' is worldwide

l.and,integral, and»mustwbeuenalysed as such.
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5. After the second world war, the United States
was . the hegemonic powef and able to impose !
relative order on the world system.56'
The WOrid—system approach will provide theoretical
'ground;.for the analysis of the impact on Africa of
the new world order. It will show how Africa's
relative (peripherél) position.
ih the éapitalist'worlieconomy has conditioned the
new world order's impact on African development.
| As has already been indicated, the world-system
approach<bears resemblance to both the dependency
approach‘and the Marxist theory; It admits of ﬁhe
existence of a 'éapifalist world economy'. However,
unlike both the dependency and Marxist approaches,
it seeé the 'world system' as comprising the 'core-
étates' (anélogous to theldependency school's:
centre! or 'metropolis’), the 'semi—peripﬂery', 'the
periphery' and the 'external arena'. - %The semi- )
periphe;y consists.of'an.intermediate but functionally
important cétegory_of countries which are either
tgrhing iﬁto.core-states, or losing their status as

such, disappearing out'into the p(—:*riplfu-:‘r‘y."5’7

Today,
this category would inqlude counéries like Turkey,

‘Greece; the newly industrialising countries of South
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East Asia, among others.
. . . |
"The external arena is the set of areas which
have not as yet been affected by capitalist penetra-

o8 As both A.G. Frank

tion from the core-states."
and Samir Amin have pointed out, 'the global accumu~
1ation of capital is a historical process thaf
involves the incorporation of the external arena into
the capitalist world economy (that is, periphefaliza-\
'tion). _This process, éccording to them,Ais now more
~or.less completé;as evidenced by the pfofests of the
véry'vew remaining 'aboriginal peoples' -of the world.
-An imporfant distinguishing feature of the world .
system approach 1is that, unlike both the dependency
" and Marxist approaches, itAsees.the world system as
a systemic whole, one which determiﬁés the develop-
ment of ‘each-oné of its component parts. In other
lwords, both ZEurope' and Africa were made @arts of
the whole (the world system) at some point and their
development thenceforthlwas determined by the whole;
In this way, the world-system theory rejects both

the 'Eurocentrio' and the 'Afrocentric' interpreta-

tions of African history and development.-
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An analysis then must start from how
the whole operates and of course one.. .
- . must determine what is the whole in_a-
| given instance. Only then may we: be
‘able to draw an interpretative sketch
of the historical outlines of the
political economy of contemporary
Africa, which is ...-an outline of
the various stages (and Mmodes) of its

involvement in this capitalist world
59 '

eCONnomy .

The first stage of Africéﬁ peripheralization,

_ accprding to Wallerstein, was the period from 1750. to
1900. Before 1750,'theréfore, Eﬁrope and Africa were
externallarenas to each other. This first stage was
marked by trade in.luxury_goods following the windiné
idbwn.of the slave trade. Infact, according'to -
Wallerstein, the process of peripheralization brought
to an end, fhe slave trade. Trade was goverhed'by
effective supply rather than.by effective demand '
because the trade did nbt fulfill any impoftant
function to both economies.

The second phase of AfricanAperipheralization
startea around the'beginnihg of this century. |
Wallerstein situates it in the context of,thé 'scramble
for Africa' whichlled,to the partitioning of Affica

among European powers who now used their African
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4 :colonies as raW—ﬁaterials production'centrés._’This
second phase of Afrlcan perlpherallzatlon stlll
per51sts. . | .

: W1th respect to Afrlca S future (that 1s, the
third phase of Afrlca 'S perlpherallzatlon), Wallerstein
insists that the. process of Afrlca's underdevelopment
(he uses the concept'idependent develepmentf) will
continue. Accordlng to him, some 'core—states' might
be weakened and mlght gven fall into the perlpheral
class, some seml-per;pheral states, on.therther.hand,l
migﬂt beccme stronger and may even Join the class of
‘ the core—stétes, some African states who now belong to
the perlpheral class might assume semi-peripheral
positions (he mentions specifically, the Republic of
South Africa;.Zaire,-Nigeria, Algeria and Egypt as
countries who have the potehtialsﬁin terms of size,
'raw materials, and industrial capacity). He, however,
insists-that the situation of the pefipheral countries
will worsen impiying'that their only hope for progress
shall be a revolutionary transformation of the capita-
list world system to a socielist world system.

Walierstein then forcasts that the inccrporation
of Africa into the'capitalist world_system:will be |
~complete by the third decade of the twenty—firstl

century. That reality would then correspond with
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Karl Marxes médel of the worl&'cépitalist system.
There are several hefits in using the world-
systém appfoach: | |
 Like bofh the realist and Marxist theories of
intefnational relations, itgdfaws on historical
experience'aﬁa‘like the“Mafxist theory, it»stréséés
structufés of producti@n;vrelations of production and
exbhange; and interﬁational capital. But it goes
| further than the originél Marxian interpretation of
history to extend the tenets and mefhods of Marxism
to the prbblem of thé.'developmént of undefdevelopment'
"engendered by the 'globai accumulation of capital'; a
problem that was still in embryo during Marxes time. .

1.6 Hypotheses;

In the light of the guestions this study seeks To
provide answersAto, the fdllowing are put forward as
hypdtheses to be validated or invalidated by |
reference to facts: '

a) fhe"new world order' has a mixed and differing

‘impact on various aspects of African development.

But on“fhe éggregate, if impedes African deve-

lopment. |
‘b) The prospects for African development'under the-ﬁew

global dispensation.are poorer than fhey were
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-in the previous world.order.

c) The new world order marks a furfher entrenchment
of the capitalist mode of production globally;

a filt in the ba}ance'of social forces in favour

of pro—imperialist'fofces; and a continuation

of the‘proceSs of peripheralization‘and under-

development of Africa. a

It is worth noting'that, as in the case of the
statement of.pfoblem,“the variables in the hy@otheses
are 'the new world order' and 'African development'.
The 'new world order' is the independent variable
while 'African dévelopmgnt' is the dependent variable.

The conditions for validating or invalidating the
hypotheses are as follows:.

The economic, political, strategic and other
changes that have been engendered on the African
qontinent_by the new world order will be outlined.

- What qonstitutes development will also be highlighted.
It shall then be determined whether Africa (using
aggregate data for all countries) has developed at a
faster or slower rate, dufinghthe period under study,
than in the previous period,‘aﬁd whether such a.
faster or .slower rate of development is attributable

to the emergencg of a new world order. If the rate of



Lo

-'development~has béenAslower,as a result of the
emergence of.a:new wbrld ofder, then hypotheéis (a)s
and, by implication, hypotheses.-(b) and (c) are
"Validatedo If the revefse is true, then the hypotheses
are invalidated. |

1.7 Method of Study:

The method of research to be employed in this
study is generation and collection of data from content
analysis of books, periodicals, newspapers, and
instifutional publications. In other words, secondéry
method of data generéfion will be used. The dafa
so—generated’will-then be analysed to provide answers
to the guestions raised for tﬁis study.

The data will be analysed using the wérld—system
theory. The'anaiysis will show whether - as the world
- system theofy suggests —lthe new world order reflects
a contiﬁuing expansion of the capitalist world economy; -
whether the new world order reflects the conﬁinuing
struggle between capitalisf and»socialist forceé
globally with capitalist forces increasing in their
ascendancy ‘at the moment. The analysis will show to
what extent the impact of the new world order on
African development.has been conditioned by Africa's

- peripheral position in the capitalist world system.
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CHAPTER 2
- THE ORIGINS AND FEATURES OF THE 'NEW WORLD ORDER'

2.1 The Concept of World Order:
As Roiand Yalem has noted, although the concept of

world order is very commonly used in International
Relations, it is as yet, ill-defined and inadequately
conceptualised. Yalem sought to present the concept of
world order as it appears in the literature and to
analyse the reasons for the plurality of definitions
and the inadequacy‘of its conceptualisation. According
to him,

definitionai ambiguity is largely the

result of the failure of scholas to

explicate clearly the conceptual founda-

- tions of world order. Part of the

diffiéulty lies in disagreement on the

relative emphases accorded to law and

power as elements of order; it also

stems from a heavy emphasis on the

prescriptive or normative thrust of =~ V

- conceptualisation and neglect of the

Aempirical'aspects./|

There are various conceptions of world order viz:

Minimum world. order:

This is conceived of as "a public order which
.establishes as authoritative, and seeks to make effective:

the principle that force, or highly intense coercion,
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«oo 1S reserved invcommunity monopoly for support of
processes of persuasion and agreement and is not to be
used as an'instrument of unauthorized change."

| But, as Oran Young points out, this conception is
ambiguous and~exémpiifies a widespread.inability to
define the concept 'world order' in a genuinely fruitful
3

fashion.

Optimum World Orders:

This is "a public ofder which, beyong authoritétive
orientation toward the minimum of coercion and the
méximum of persuasion ... is further designed to
promote the greatest production ... of human dignity
: vaiueé among peoples.™

As with the 'minimum world order!' conception,
thls conceptlon is amblguous, failing as it does, to
:prov1de empirical standards of measurement of the main
Mconcepts;

world Order as a War Prevention. System

In their study, Richard Falk and Saul Mendlovitz
cqnéentrate on' "... the avoidance of war through the
creation of a war‘prevenfion syétem. To conceive of
vworld Qrder as the strategy by which one system is
'tfanéformed into another ...lis the essence of the

5

‘undertaking.t
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This conception views wbrld order as a future
preferred goal in the form of a Warless system. The
'implicat;on of this conception is that there is no
world order since ﬁhis*Syétem does not exist. This
- 1s a questionable prdposition.

world order as the negation of world disorder:

According to this view, the concept of disorder,
Whose eliminétion'the'world seeks, is easier to define; -
so that, by defining it, the different meanings of
 order will be better understood. \ | :., o

The prbblem.with definition by'negationlié'that
there may be no global'concensus.as to'what constitutes
-disorder and Qhat'constitutes order;

world order as.a value:

Thié conception.sées worldvorder not merely as .

’é coﬁdifion bﬁt.also'as~a value; "as a quality that
 _may'or may not obtain in,internafignal politicé at any
one time or place, or that may be'present to a greater
- or lesser degree: order és opposed to disorder."6

| :'Hediey Bull: further defines world order as "a
'péttern brlstruoture of huﬁan‘relations such as to
sgstain‘the eleméntary or‘primary goals of social

_ 5 .

existence among states.m"

This definition is abstract. It fails to answer
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the question: what kind of structure is required to

sustain the value of social co-existence among states?

World order as a conditions:

This Qiew.sees world order as an actual or
possible condition or state of affairs in world”politics;
as "the'totality.dfJrelationShips among states,ﬂfhe
international political system as a whole.n®

Thislponception'of world order seems to be the
most useful for the present study. It stresses the
present rather than the future.

It is worthy to note that these different concep-
tions of WOrld order also dictate diffepeﬁt approaches
to the study~of world order. These approaches can be
’broadly qategorizéd into the normative approaches
(including intérnational law and international organi-
zation approéches),'and the systems approach.

‘a) The International law approach:

Proponents of this approach include Riohara Falk
“and Saul Mendlovitz.9 . |

Inﬁernational law is an important otdering
‘mechanism in ;nternéfional'Relatidns. International
léw; at‘léastvthéoretibally, is a precondition for
order in International Relations.- It is, however,

' recogﬁized'that International law has not been very
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“effective in preventing determined states from flouting
international rules and norms of behaviour. DeSpita
this shortcoming, it is still widely recognized that
Internationaldlaw is important'aé a pre—reqpisite to
order in‘international affairs. 'There is, hbwe&er,
disagreemeﬁt with'respect:to its relative importance._
This disagreement Stems,from a lack of 1inkagé between
international law and international political relations.
Many internationai.léwyers - who are the main advocates
of the.iﬁternational law approach -~ still see interna-
tionalvlaw as an independent variable, ignoring social
‘and political factors. Political scientists, on the
othér hand, - treat international 1éw-Within the context
of international politics as a secondafy'iﬁfluence on
‘world order. This is as a reaction to the failure

of international law to effectuate world order in
reality. AS Yalem has noted in addressing the
qﬁestion of the rélati&e importance of law and power

: to world order, our concern Should be the following:-
‘what is the relationship between law and power~énd o
~ how does the tension between them affect the nature of
world order? Is order.a function of law alone? If
not, is order a function of power, eépecially balanced

military powér?; Or are both'iaw and power reciprocally

LY
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© important factore in the attainment of order? Such
compiex questions should-gdide the search for
knowledge of the nature of world order.10 .
Another or1t1c1sm of the 1nternat10na1 law
approach to world order is.that it has a normatlve

~

Aempha51s. It. empha51zes "the future rather than the
present on the assumptlon that the conditions of ?@'
1nternatlona1 11fe today are inadequate for the realr-
zation of the requlrements of an effective world
order,_"j1 h
It 1is olear,¢then,'that’ﬁinternational law is

not the only or even the'most importent faotor for
world order but -one that cannot be denied. What is
’Adebatable'ie the ektentlof itslimportance. Other
factore euoh as nuclear deterrence, technical aid,
tand regionalism-mayrstabilise_international relations
and therefore Contribute to the'conditions of world

order, n 2 - A ’

b) The International organization approach:

Since the early twentieth century, internat;onal
organization (manifeeted in the League of Nations
~and the United Nations) has been an important part of
the search for world order. .

Beoause world order was oonceptualised as a

condition of'legal order which could be_facilitated'
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by the complementary-operations of universal and

13

'regional organizations n ; 1t was implied that univer-
sal organizations (like the League of Nations and the .
'United Nations) and regional organizations could |
contribute to the attainment of world order.

The main function the universal intefnational
‘organizations - tne League and tne UN —:werevmeant to
serve was the maintenance‘of international peace and
security; It is worth noting that "within the context
‘ef the unibersal organizations, order has beenldefined
as the maintenanee of international peace and security

against those states that would disturb the peace by

o unauthorized Violence."qq

Although both the covenant and the charter placed
either restrictions. or prohibition on the use of
force by member—states in the settlement of disputes,

this has not prevented determined states from

:employing force when. they deSire. These organizations
':also "iacked the 1egi31ative authority to adjust
situations of international»injustice-that'often have
precipitated aggpession by one state against

15

another." Thus, "as an approach to world order,

internatlonal organization has been referred to as

16

- a kind of international constitutionalism." Despite
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the cohstitutional provisions for international
organizations, nohe of them has been able to function
Sucoessfully as guarantor df international order. In
the past, both the United Nations and the League of
Nations have had success only in containing minor
conflicts. They have been largely ineffectual in
‘qﬁelling'major conflicts. This can be attributed to
the big poﬁer conflict of interests that usually
obtained in such conflicts especially in the pest-
second world war period characterized by the cold war
between the east and west blocs.. With the end of the
cold waf, however, and the sﬁbsequent prepqnderanée of
the USA in the United Nations, it is easier.to achieve
concensus heéded to act in containing any conflict.
-The USAAsimply arm—twists every other country into
going élong. This'fact wasAclearly demonstrated in '
the Gulf crisis ofM199O toA19911thch.arose.as a result
of Ifaqi invasion of Kuwait. -

As already indicated, regional security organiza-
tions also exist and their operations are meant to
oomplement'those‘of,the_universal organizations like
thé Unitéd Nations. However, after the second wbrld
war, there arose an imbalance of influence in favour of

regional security organizations over the United
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Nations which was more due to the ineffectiveness of
the UN ﬁhan due to "the responsibility of a disorderly

7 It is also

flight to regional co-operation.!
© noteworthy that Qregidnal securify groups had not'
enhanced the prospects for order but had themselves
contributed to an intensification of international
.tensions."18
One can coﬁclude, then, that in the cold war
period, "while the UN (was) a significant factor in
éstablishing world order based on the nation—state~
eoo 1T also perpetuated thé'drawbacks of sovereignty
and brought moderation at the COSt of making resort
- to limited or subliminal violence endemic and the
recurrent explosiohs of unsolved disputes inevitable."19
In %his new world order, howéver, és long as
thé dominance of the -USA as:the only superpower
persists, it is‘likely‘that international ofganization'
wiilibe more effective in maintéining international
‘peace énd security. Inspite of this, international
organization has. never been; énd ié not expected to
become in the neaf futﬁré, a.guarantor of international -

_ order.

¢) The systems approach to world order:

Systems analysts explore the
question of how the structure of



55

(the international system) influences
the intensity of inter-state conflicts
and how the nation-states in turn
influence the structure of the system
~ in which they coexist. Structure is
" usually defined in terms of the number
of major powers that is assumed to
-affect the stability or instability of
the system, defined as its propensity .
- for serious conflict. ‘
System analysts also consider the factor of
- : : ' . X ‘5
. homogeneity or heterogeneity in the ideologies of the
different states that make up-the,syétem as being of
equal importance 'as the structure of the system.' The
assumption here is that while homogeneity in ideolo~-
gies promotes mutual adjustment of differences,
heterogeneity conduceSAfo cohfiict°
_According to Stanley'Hoffmann, tsecurity, satis-
‘faction, and flexibility are the requirements for
order in any political system,"zq' He goes further to
differentiate between moderate and revolutionary
iﬁternational systems. According to him, their
features are determined by the degree to which the
earlier-mentioned requiréments for order are met.
According to Hoffmann, "in moderate systems, order'is

achieved because nation-states find it easier to
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attain security, satisfaction, and flexibility while
revolutionary systeﬁs-reflect a-fundamental,disorder
because insecurity, diésatisfaction, and inflexibility
characterize the relations of states."22

.System analysts consider international law and
international organization dependent variables whose
effectiveness_as'ofderiﬁg mechanisms is dependent on
the type of internatioﬁal system (the independent
varihble). TIn this wise, the minimal influence of
bofh.intefnational law and international organiéation
in the post-second world war, cold war period.can be
explained by the fevolutidnary nature (characterized
by uncertainties. and conflicts) of the international
system ét the time.

By this reasoning, the new world order would be
considered moderate and therefofe the effectiveness
of.both international law and interhationai organiza-
tion as ordering mechanisms should be enhanced.

Thus, for systems analysts, the attainment of
order among states is a political, rather than an
organiéational'or legal problem.

The systemé approach offers perhaps
the mbst useful orientation for the'
analysis of world order because it
encompasses a large number of variablé
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factors that influence.thé degree of
order in international relations.
Such factors as the distribution of

- power, the existence of ideological
convergences or divergences, the
nature of weapons technology, and the
character of the means and ends of
foreign.policy assist in our under-
staﬁding of the causes of order and

23

disorder in the international system.
" For systems analysts - who are basically realist
scholars - world order is best secured through a
balancing of (military) power. According to them,
the balance of powef in the}intefnational system is
"the most important factor that affects system stabili-
,tyuzq_ If the balance of poWér is multipolar, order’
is likely to prévail in the infernational system
‘because there will be a-tendency towards moderation
. in the means and ends Qf,foreign’polioy behaviour.
In contrast, instabiiity aﬁd disorder are likely to
prevail if theAbalanCé of power'is bipolar. By this
logic, a'unipolér ﬁower structure, such as exists
foday in this new world order, wéuld be regarded as
a negétion of the balance of power concept, and
_therefore ﬁndesirable.
"The principal weakness of the systems épproach

is the failure to recognize the pgssibility of a



58

coexistence of revolutionary and moderate elements

within the same international System."25 \

All.df the above approaches to world order étudy |
it aé a vaiuevthat'is there or not there; or preéent
to a certain'extent.

As'étated eariier, the first two approaches<to
world order - international law and internafional
organization -~ are mbre normative being that they
focus more on how to estabiish a future 'ideal' or

}perfect' order. The systems approach, on the other
hénd, is moreiuseful since it focuses on the present.
Furthermofe, as Yalem recommends, the concépt of world
‘order should be reconceptualised.

Rather than conceptualisation in

terms of ideal conditions that are
unlikely to exist until or unless

world government is achieved, we should
accept the concept as a relative rather
than absolute condition. We should .

. ,recognizé that the international system
is a complex amalgam of orderly and.
disorderly elements and that the
character or nature of order depends
upon the relationship between these
coﬁstantly.changing elements instead

of fixed conceptions of order.26

For the purposes of this study, 'world order'
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will be analysed as "the totality of relationships
améng states" and the 'new world order', as the present
state of affairs in world politics; the present
configuration of felationships among states. In thié
connexiqn, it is worth noting that since the'béginning
of this century, three’ !'world orders® have been |
established: the Versailles world order (19ﬁ9 to 1939)3
the Yalta world order (1945 to 1985); and the new worla
brder-which is beiﬁg vafiously referred to as the
Potsdam world ordér and the Malta world order. Of
coursé, prior to the tWeﬁtiéth century, there may have
been other worid ordérs from the period after the
treaty of Westphallia (1648). For the purposes of
‘this étudy,-however,'it is sufficient to focus only

on the world orders of'this‘céntufy. 

| ' The next section briefly discusses the two

earlier world orders the twentieth century‘has
- witnessed. |

2.2 Previous World Ordérs (In the twentieth century).

(a) The Versailles world order:

This is the world order that prevailed between
1919 (aftef the first world war) and 1939 (when the
second world war started). |

The first world war ended in 1918 with the .
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defeat of Germany and her allies (Austria, Hungary,
Bulgaria, and Turkey); Following the end of the war,

a peace conference was held in Versailles, France
 from 1918 to 1919 as part of the process of resettle~
ment of the war. The conferencewas attended by
twenty-seven oountrie$ most important among which were

the victorious great powers, the USA, Great Britain,
France, Italy, -and Japan.

The Treaty of Versallles, the major
treaty ending world war I (was) signed
at Versailles, France, on June 28,
1919, and (went) inté force. on January
, 1920 following ratification by
cermany and four of the principal
Allied and Associated powers, Gréét
- Britain, France, Italy, and Japan.
It was not ratified by the United
States which made'a separate treaty
of peace with Germany in 19271 incorpo-
rating much of the treaty of '
Versailles by reference. The lesser
Allied powers}‘except.China, were also
parties. Separate treaties of peace
were made subsequently with Germany's.
»allles, Austria, Hungary, Bulgarla, '
'and Turkey.
The Treaty of Versailles was based
"~ on the pre-armistice agreement among the
Allies of ‘November 5, 1918, and the ‘
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armistice, wifh‘Germany of November
11, 1918 accepting (US) president
WOOdrow Wilson's fourteen points as
“the basis for peace, with modification
‘by the Allies of the points dealing
with freedom of the seas, reparations,
and the status of the Hapsburg Empire
which had,  infact,. broken up.27'

At the end of the first world war, the USA was

_ thé most_powerful country; the.dominaht power in'the
world. It was, therefore, not surprising thet itiwas-
the fourteen-point. 'Blueprint for peace' of the U.S.
president that was adopted at‘the Versailles conference
'éven‘thpugh there were dther proposals for peace such
as those from the Bfitish gévernment, and the'Frénch
government. But thé most comprehensive proposal came
ffom the.South Afriéan Prime Minister, Jan Christiaan

- Smuts who published a pamphlet known as 'The Leagﬁe

of Nations: a practical suggestion'.-

Also, as 1if to drive home the point about its
.déminanoe; the USA was the only country whose president
personally led the nétional delegation to Paris.

The Versallles worl& order'was marked by Americén
boliticél and military predominance. However;'this
pblitical and miiifary clout was not matched with

© corresponding economic pre-eminence.
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Until'fhe outbreak of the first world wér, Greaf.
Britaih had been tﬁé hegeﬁonic economic power in thé
world. But a major consequence of the first wpfld
war was the collapse of;British economic hegemony.
' fhis coi;apse was-part of a wider collapse pf,fhe'

Ainternatiqnalmonétary system at the time { fhe Gold

28 )t the beginning of the first world war,

Standérd.
',the warring Nations acted promptly to safeguard théir
Gold‘sdpplies and diséngaged from the system of fixed
exchange rateslsﬁ'és td bring about the freeing and
mobilization of.ﬁheir ecohomieé;29 o

with the collapse of the Gold Standard, individual
.Nations assumed the responsibility of determining
cufrency.yalues.- | _

'The~Gold Standafd‘cbllapsed‘for the‘following
reasons: | |

Nationalism:

Most govéﬁﬁments,'exercising their new.indepen—
dence in moﬂétary:éffairs;-placed more emphasis on fhe‘:
. pufsﬁit of domestic wélfére objectives like full
'_employmént;:than they-did on a stéble interﬁatiohal >
‘monetary éystem. | |

Secbﬁdly, as ‘a result of too-high a par value at

‘which the value of Gold was -set, British economic
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growth was stunted:.Theré was a decline in exports
and thé working class -experienced severe hardship. !
This_caused the British goVerﬁment‘to become pfe-
ocoupied with domestic welfare rather than_interhation-
al finanoial managément. )
Thirdly, as a resulf of its industrial decline,
a corresponding rise of new poweré and the aftendant
shift in global distribution of economic power, Great
Britain was nollonger éapable of managing the .interna-.
‘tional monetary'system.so
Although the USA had emerged as the dominant

(military and.politiéai).pdwef at the end of the first
'wonld.war, it did not possess. such economic wherewithal.
as to assume the'mantle of_eoonomic leaderéhip. Thus,
there ensued economic chaos which led to the fragmen-
tatioﬁ,of the ihternatidnal monefary system into several
Blocé: The sterling bloc established in 1932 after

the Oftawa Conference by Great Britain and her
Dominions énd'trading paftners;_the Dollar bloc

formed around the USA;. and fhe Gold bloc formed
around'France, Germany, Italy, and Japan aiso tried

to cash in'dn the confusion by attempting the creation.
31

‘of their own financial empires.

On the whole, then, the Versailles world order,
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though characﬁerizéd by United States political and
military pre—eminencé, was also.characterized by

- economiclmultipoiarity._-4

- At this time, virtuélly all éountries of Africa
were 501onies of European countries and;were used as
raw materials pfodudtion centres for the industries

of Europe. Thus, under this world order, thé margi~
nalizétion of Africa was through its colonial relations

with the core-states of Europe.

(b) The Yalta world order:

| From February 4 to 11, 1945, a conference of the
leaders of the seéqnd world war allied powers was
held in Yalta in the thenisoviet Unioh. The.oénferencé.

was held "to plan the final defeat and occupation of

Nazi Germany."32

The conference reaffirmed Allied
agreement to accept only uncondi-
tional surrender by the Axis powers,
planned_a‘four—power occupation of
Germany (Great Britain, the USA, the
USSR,‘and France), and agreed to meet
in San Francisco (USA) to finalise
plans for the United Nations. It also
brought about the Soviet Union's
agreement to enter the war against
Japan after the surrender of

Germany.BEJ
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Even before the Yalta conference, a conference
had been held in Moscow on October 30, 1943 attended
by»delegeﬁes from the USA; Great Britain, the USSR,
and China, at whichvthe four countries made a 'Moscow
Declaration' stating their intention te form an
1nternatlona1 organlzatlon for the malntenance of
1nternatlona1 peace and securlty.34
Subsequently, a number of social and econOmicv

: 1nst1tutlons to tackle specific problems were created. .
One of these was the international relief and rehabl—
‘litation administration ‘which was set up in 1943, to
take care of the refugee and other related problems
arising'from the éecond world war. In the same year,
an internatienel cOnference.was held :in the state of
- Virginia, USA, to discuss food and agriculture. It
was out of this conference that the Food Agrioultufal
'drganiZation, the FAO)'emerged; ‘The following year,
in 1944, another ihternational eonference was held
in Bretton wWoods in the State of New Hampshire, USA,
" on econo@ic and finencial matters. Out of this
conference, two organizafions emerged: the International
Bank for Reconstrﬁction and development (the World
Bank) and the International Monetary Fund, the IMF.

Finally, in.August_1944, informal talks were
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_ held in Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, USA; firstly, _
| bétﬁeen the,representatives of Gréaf Britain aﬁd'the N
USA, on-the one hand,‘ahd-those Qf fhe.USSR, on the
other;"séCOndly, talks were held between Great Britain
and thelUSA, on the one hand, and the representatives
of China. The talks with the USSR and China were
- held.separately'because at the time, the USSR was
neutral in respect of the war in the far east in
- which China was verj interested.B?
| . It is noticeable that all these international
conferences-that_defined the emérgent world order at
this time were held in the USA and in the then USSR
and attended by the USA, Great Britain, the USSR,
Ffancé and China. The agenda discussed at these
conferences were also those of these dominant powers.
At the end of the second world war, the world
was split aléng ideologioal‘linés between the capita-
1list weé% and the Qommﬁnist eastern bloc .. The
capitaliSﬁ,western bloc. was formed arouﬁd the USA
While the communist eastern bloc. was formed around
the'USSRi These fwo‘bounfrieé became known as
super powers begausé of the military might the& A

,possessed.

There ensued an arms race between the USA and
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:vthe USSR.wnereby each country tried to surpass the
ethef in’the“acquieition ef'euperior military technoT
1ogy. 'Alengeide.this;erms race.faged an ideological.
“cold war. | |
Thus the Yalta world order was characterized
'essentlally by mllltary rlvalry between the USA and
the USSR the two Superpowers, . and between the western :
. and easteyn blocs fgrmed,around these two countrles._
efhe'prineipal contradictipn'in this world order Was,
tnerefore,tbetween east and ‘west. |
‘within,the period oflthis world order, most
African countries attained political independence.
"This politiCal inaenendence was, however, not Complér
mented w1tn economic 1ndependence as African economles
remalned dependent as the periphery of the capltallst
world economy. <The marginalisation of Africa contlnued,
'tthis time‘tnreugh Africa's neo—colonial relations .-
w1th the core- states of the - oapltallst world . system.

2.3 Orlglns of -the" New World OQOrder:

" The orlglns of_the new world order can be traced

to 1985 when Mikhail Gorbaohev came tolpower‘in the |
| thenvSoviet Union;' Before Gorbaohev came to ppwer,
the Sov1et Union had begun to experlence economic

stagnatlon-and even decllne. On coming to power, then,
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in 1985, Gorbaohef intrbduced thg twin policies of
;Glasnost' (political reform)»énd»’perestroika'.
(economiq.reconstruotion). The idea was to boost
flaéging[productiv;ty in the Soviet Union. 'Even before
Gorbachev came tb power in:1985, and while he was on

a visit to Great Britain in December 1984, the then
British Prime Miniéter,‘Mérgaret Thatéher, had
remarked that Gorpachev was "the man with whom fhe
west wouid dp.buéiness".- Gorbachev was then a membér
of the thirteen—member_Soviétipélitburo in charge of
agricultﬁre,' Shortly éfter that, fdrmef_léadefi

_ Consténtih-Chernénko died and Gorbachev ascended to
' pbwer. Thafcher's remarks and the sequence of
subéequént events has led somé obser&ers to speculate
‘“that the west may-have had something to do witﬁ
Gorbachev's ascension to‘power'and the momentous
events that followed. This is a speculation that.
capnot be verified for now.

It is useful to examine in greéter detail th
Gdrbache& intréduced hié reform . programmes and what
they involved siﬁce the introduction of the reforms
can be singled out as the most important caﬁalyst to
fhe emefgencelof a new_world order, |

According to ‘Gorbachev, whereas the Soviet
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society was now faced with different tasks, "the
theoretical concepts of socialism remained to a large
extent aﬁ_the level of the 1930s - 19405."36
According to him, Lenin's ideas of socialism were
interpreted
simplistically and their theoretical
depth and significance were often
left emaciated. This was true of
uch key problems as public property,
~ .relations between classes and nationa-
lities, the measure of work and
- measure of consumption, co-operation,
methods of economic management,

" people's rule and self —-government

" and others.37

As ‘a result;,parochiai étfitudes and genérél
laxity reigned supreme leading to inefficiency and
low productivity; . There was a general slackening of
discipline and order and}official reaction to
economicrprobléms wés,‘in general, inadequate,
Gorbachev's introduction of reforms waé, therefore,
intended as "a timely and critical appraisal of the
danger’éf the.gféwth éf negative tendencieé in-
(Soviet) soéiety.énd in the conduct of a section of
the communlsts."38 ’

'Glasnost', which means openness, prov1ded for

polltlcal reforms in Soviet soc1ety. Open debates



70

on'goyernment and pommuniét party programmes were
now permitted. The programme insisted that UYthere
should be no blank pages in Soviet history." Under
'Glasnost!', literéry works forﬁerly banned or '
: éensorea,were now made,acceésible to the general
pﬁblio. One such book that was Unbanned was 'Gulag
Archipelegq{_by Nobel Laureate in Literature,
 fAlexandef Solzhenitsyn. Also, under the 'Glasnost!'
reforﬁs,‘provision'was made for multiple candidacy
(though under one”barty) electibns to the coﬁgress
of depufies. :Thé-Congress of Deputies had beeh
creafed newly under.the.'Glasnost' reforms. It was
responsible for électing‘the members of the Supreme
Soviet.

| 'Perestroika', which means'(econqmic) reconstruc-
tion, allowed for some measure of private ownership
of some means.of'produciion. Individuals ﬁere now
allowed to own small businesses as long as they
4émployed only mémbers of theif families or where
they employed others, that such employees were paid
the minimﬁm}stéte'wage. Thié was at the lowér'ievel
‘of the reforms. Aﬁ the higher 1eve1, trade with
foreigﬁ countfies by individual entrepreneurs was

now permitted.
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The‘intfoductipn of the twin policies of 'Glasnost'
aﬁd 'Perestroika' set off a chain of events. In. other
easterh bloc coﬁntriés;’pro—democracy movemenfs'sprang
. up and, encouraged by the reforms in the then Soviet
'Unibn;'sfarted agitating for political and economic
lreforms in their.own'cduﬁtries;  Within the Soviet
Unign itself, pfo—democracy agitators demanded fbr_
further liberalisation of Soviet institutioﬂs and
nationalist sentiments bottied up for decades, were

given-yent'to. Different_nationalities ahd.Republicé
of the Union notably the‘Baltic States of Estonia,
Lithuania, and Latvia, began to agitate for
independenoéb ‘

Meanwhile, the Soviet eéonomy continued to
'expe_riencg-upheavals° There were‘huée shoftfalls in
food~produ6tion which forced the Soviet Union to
..depend, to a large extent;‘on the USA and other
westerﬁ Nations.foflsﬁpply.bf grains and other| 
foodstuff. These economic difficulties coupled with
pressurés both from{home and abfoad led the Soviet
. Union'tO‘pull out‘most of its troops from the countries
of_eastern'Europe;f »

By September 1989, virtually all the communist

régimes of Eastern Europe had collapsed. Faced with
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~ severe ecoﬁomic difficulties, and needing financial
‘aid from the west and<wéstérn—controlled agencies like
the IMF and the World Bank, these countries had
aqcepted_the conditionalities of the west té introducgv
political and economic reforms involving the intrdduc-
" tion of multi-party democratic.syétems and markef
economic prinoipleé 1iké privatization of state-owned
enterprises. |
Subséquently, the Warsaw Pact military alliance

of the Soviet Unién and the Easfern Européan countries
was disSolVed_in March 1991. On the 9th of November-
1989, the Berlin WaiI-Was-brought down and Eést and-
West  -Germany were re—united. This singular event
- was the most significant in the series of events.
defining the emergént world order. It seemed to
signify a formal end of the Cold'war;‘a bridging of
the east/west divide. | . | ;

| On the 2nd of August, 1990,-Iréq invaded and
annexed Kuwait. In reéction, the UsA, throﬁgh the
UN.which it now controls, mobilized an international
 'coalitibﬁ that defeated Iraq in March 1991. The new
world order took.perfect shépé affér fhis‘Gulf war of
1991, Indeed, after the'war,vin a speech at an

American’ War Coliege, the US president, George Bush,
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' boidly declafed that a new world order now exis%s.
Finally, in December 1991, the Soviet Union
~ broke up_into fifteen independent Republics bringing
ﬁo én end,. an era that lasted for several decades.

The events. of fhe’past few years have tékén the
" whole world by surpfise. The momentous changes of
"the bast'few years were unanticipated.

It can, thereforé,'be‘said_that'a new world

order'has emefged’as a result of the collapse of
Soviet power; as a.result of the.triumph of the USA

and the west over the then Soviet Union and the east.

égh ~Features of the New World Order:

" There is some contferrsy as to whether the new
“world order is marked by a unipolar power struéture
whereby the USA is the‘wofldfs'sole dominant power;
or wheﬁhér the global‘powerAstructure is‘multipolar
(specifically, Tripolar) with poWer'éenteré in the
USA, Uniteq Euroﬁe, and Japah. While schélars like
39

and Ken Jowittqo, consider it

41

'Johp Lewis Gaddils
unigpiar, others,l;ké'chriStopher Layne and_ 

' Fei Zongwen42 consider it multipolar. A third school
is even discerniblé: those whé.see the new wérid |

order as a kind of universal empire, i.e. no single

power or groﬁp of powers is dominant and the entire
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 world, through the United Nations, is now partaking
fully-in world a:t?‘fair's.L‘LB - |

This;debate,'however, need not arise if the new
'_wérld order‘is examined from different perspectives:
ffom‘the political/military'perspective and from the
economic perspecti&é.g ' |

In terms of political/milifary power, it is
~ indubitable that the USA is now thé pre—eminenf global
.pbwer, It is the'sole superpower. 'Ihis was evidenced
in the wéy if qonceived and led the implementatibn
of"operation desert storm!'. -

However, this American political/military pre-
eminence is not métched with corresponding economic
preponderanqe.- In thi; respect, as Ali Mazrui has
noted, the glbbal power structure is tripolar:"The
~_Dqllér~bloc, built around the USA and inciuding
'vCanada and ﬁhe rest of %he Américas; the Deﬁtséhé
‘Mark bloc; comprising European countfies with~Germany
as the-leader;vand'theAYen bloc~comprising the far
Eastern éountries‘ﬁith Japan as ﬁhe-lea&er;qq‘
However, the whdie,issue of.the new world order
-'being politically/militarily unipolar and econbmically
tripolar arises only if the worlq is viewed as being

'shaped primarily by iﬁdiVidual~countries. But if



75

- the world is viewed, instéad, as being shaped
primarily by blocs of states, then the three economic
power centres (the USA, Germaﬁy and Japan) -would
acfually belong to one bloc (Indéed, they all beiong

to the group of seven industrialised Nations). 1In
which'case; the_néw world order is essentially unipoiar
with thé western, industrialised countries 1ed'by the
USA (and ihcludihg'Japan) dominating the rest of the
" world.

This,. conception of the world seems to be more

- ﬁseful_especially_fbr tﬁe-purposes of this study whiéh _
takes Africa as one bloc. It is also more useful in
thé sense that it permits a.better understanding of

the pfihcipal 5ontradictions'in the world todéy; For

' instance, there can not be said ‘to be a principal
'Qontfadictioh in the relations bétween the USA and
Germany. In Qontrast,'the relations between North
(No;th.America; BEurope, and Japan) and South (Africa,
Latin America, and-most of~Asia)‘constituté a principal
qbntradidtion in this new;wbrld order. As thg
indonesian'Prime'Ministeflsuharto'has noted, domina- 
tion of the North over the South looms large as thé
main uﬁresolved issue in the new world order:45l Tt

is the primary contradiction in this new world order.
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" The relations between the North and africa also
‘constitute a principal cdntfadiotion in this new world
order - as it has always done. The dévelopment of the
couptfies of the North has, to a large extent,.been
predicated on the underdevelopmeht of the ébuntries
of Africa. _With the emefgence of a new world order
this hasibéen made_worse'as the inflow of capital frém
the'Ndrth to Africa has been drastically reduced, most
of it now being channelled to the countries of eastern
Europe and fheAfbrmef SoViét Uﬁion.

A Second contradiCtion-fhat characterizes the new
world order is that between the 1ogic of-the state and
the 1§gi0'0f'the.market.46 'The logic'of the state is
' going on side—by—side.wifh‘the logic of the market.
The logic of the‘state is manifested in the insistenoer
on preservation of“national bouﬁdaries, on pfeservation
of national consciousness. This is evidenced in
this new'world.order by the rise, worldwide, of
nationalist sentiments and the increased agitation
worldwide for self-determination and independence of
nétionalist and ethnic groupings; as weil as in the
actual break-up of several countries along nationalist
or ethnic liges. For inétance, the former Soviet

Union and Yugoslavia..
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In confrast, the logic of the market has two
inter—related components: firstly, the movemént df 1
capiﬁél.to whefever it‘éan extract surplus"value..
evidenced in increasing economic globalisation; and
secbﬁdly,fthe movement of labour éoross national
bbundarieslto'wherever job'opportunitiés exist as
'evidencéd in the incréase'in migratibn (especially

from Eastern Europe, North Africa, and Latin America
| | by

to western Europe, Norfh Amerida, and Japan).
A third contradiction characterizing the new

world order is one between (economic) integrafion'and
(political) fragmentation. Worldwide, there is a
drive towards integration. The countries .of Western
Eﬁrope are headed for full monetary union in.Decémber
1992 and there are moves to incorporaté_the countries
of the former,eaétern,bloc including the former Soviet
Union in the Union. In July 1992, the USA,'Canada? |
éndAMexico signed an agreement bringing iﬁto being a
North American free trade area. With a popnlétion

of over 350 million, it surpasses United Euro§e as ﬁhé'
'largest.single market~in‘the world. -Africa is élsol
working towérds ihtegration, though not as enthusias-
tically as the countries of . the North: African |

countries have-sigﬁed"a treaty to establish an
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Afrlcan Economic oommunlty.
Side- by—51de with the drlve towards (economlc),
inteérat;on is the lnoldence of (pollt;cal).fragmen--
’ tation. As a resﬁlt Qf a rise in ethnic and hational ?
assertifeneés, there is an increase in politidél
fragmentation as ev1denced in the number of countrles
-that have: either broken up or tendlng towards break-up:
ithe former Sov1et Union, Yugoslav1a, Czechoslovakla,‘
) Canada, Ethiopia, eto. Thus, as Jowitt has noted,
there is Yemerging worldw1de confllct between libera-
..lly oriented '01v1cs' and 1nsular 'ethnics', a conflict
that diréctly=calls into questlon the-valueland'
status of liberal démobrétic individualism.eyen in-
- tihe"west.'“&s Thus,  obliteration of the nation-state
is happening side—by—sidé‘with airise in nationalism.
Yet ahothef de?elopmenf, contradictofy to the

ffagmentation of states, is evident: the fuéion_of

- states. This has led to the dlsappearance of two.

states - East Germany and South Yemen.,

Thus, "the,collapse of Soviet power has also-had<
.the'opposite effect - of removing.the support for
states pré&iously held to bé separr:x’t:e."L+9

- A fifth contradiction in the new world order is

-that between the advance in productivé forces and
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.'increased socialisation‘of production. The advance in

“productive ferces'is bfought about by an advance in tech~
,nelogical.know—how. As a reeult, the preduction of geods
.end services is now done more efficiently. L S

In eohtradictiqn to this is the increased.socializa-
“tion of prOductiQn involving increased social divieion of
labour and spécializétion. Thls Contradlctlon has led to
a situation of stlff economlc competltlon for markets
which in turn has led to a further 1mpoverlshment of the_
- countries of the South since they cannot compete w1th

the countries of the North _As,a result of this increased
.mass poyerty, the world ls'actually more insecure in
_this new workiorder'thah it was during the cold. war.

At the dawn of the new world order, the then United
Vatlons Secretary- General Jav1er Perez de Cuellar, had
‘:declared that with the end of the cold war, and the
subsequent reduotion (or elimination) of the threat of
“nuclear war, the world is now more secure. This would
be true if the threat of nucledr war is considered.the
greatest fhreat to world'peace. But as the former _
Commenwealfh Secretary—General Shridath Ramphall; pointed
.out not long ago, poverty is. the greatest threat to world
peace because poverty is a great source of fear, and of

envy which in turn”lead men to war.
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CHAPTER 3
TSSUES IN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT . o

3.1 The Concept bf'Deyelopment:

According to‘Walter Rodney,‘"dévélopment in human
soclety is a many-sided process. At the level of the
individual, it implies increased skill and.capacity,
gréater freedom, creati&ity, self—discipline,'responsi—
Ability, and material We‘.ll--being‘."/l
| There arefdifferent'conceptions of development,
most having ideological imports.

Conventibnal bonceptions of developmeht (put-

" forward essentially by modernisation scholars of the
industrialiéed west) seldom gfapple with the iésﬁe of_
development in its-fotality; instead, .they focus |
narrowiy on economic development alone. This conven-

:tiénal view of development equatés it with economic
gfowth ahd eéoﬁomic Qell-being; :Thus, it seéé_a
"developed society as oné which has attained a high
degfee of‘industrialisafion and’which has gone a long
way in'éatisfy;ng the:demands'ofAitSICitizens fdrlgoods
aﬁd services. .

i But, as Jalloh has noted,

it is possible_fof a society to'satisfy
the demands for goods and services' of

its citizens without having to produce
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these goods and seérvices itself. This
is the case, for example, of the oil- |
rich oountries that can use their

:wealth to purchase from others those
goods and services that they do not
produce.. while such countries are
undoubfedly wealthy,. they are far
from developed. In the final analy-
sis, they are dependent on others

 for their well—being.z‘

Anothér conception bf development is'thé basic
néedé'appfoach of M.U. Hag. According to him, "develop~
ment gbals should(be‘exbressed in terms of the
progressivg.reducfioﬁ and’évenfual elimination of
.malnutriﬁion, disease,.illitéracy, squalor,.unembioyhA
ment and inequalit_ies."3 |

The problemAwith this approach as Jalloh points
'_out,‘is."its one—sidednesé{ Coﬁcern:with growth |
disappéars or is at'léast minimized and so is the
structural transfbfmation'of the.economy."

Another appfoach to development is thé one.that
conceives of it aé growth with redistribution.5v
| According to.this approaéh,

development must-be concerned with
. the level and growth of income in
lower income groups. Distributional

objectives therefore cannot be viewed
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independently of growth objectives.

Instead, they should be expressed ;
. dynamically in terms of desired ‘

rates of growth of income of

different groups.

Jalloh notes that,

while this definition is a step forward
. compared with definitions that equate
- development with growth, structural
change or the elimination of poverty
alone, it still lacks some important -
elements. Theée are the capacity of
an ecénomy to produce a wide range of
goods and services that its citizens
demand or need, and the ability of the
sociefy to enjoy a certain degree of.
autonomy -from outside forces. Both -

7

are clearly related.
ThlS is where the guestion of the resource base
of a country comes in. But more important is the
‘issue-of teéhnologicalndeveibpment of a éociety. A
developed sociefy has a comparatively high level of
~ technological development. o
Samir Amin seeé'developmenf'as a balance in
sectoral productivity, high iinkaée among the sectors,
Aand autonomy of the economy.8
ThlS deflnltlon is 1nadequate because nit is-

possible to imagine a pre-modern,economy with low
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" Yevels of.produotiOn and productivity which meets the

" above three oonditions'of dévelopmént;"9 Still such

_ a society cannot be considered developedirelative to

d another with high levels of proddction and productivity.
Secondly, the~definition."leaves out the humanis-
. tic element that is 1nvar1hbly behind the concern with
development n10 '

In summary, it-is clear that most definitions of’
development tend to be one- 81ded and 1noomplete,
‘focusing as they do, on economic growth.alone. .It is.
true thatﬁeconomio_growth, or economic development as
such (the inorease by a society of ite capacity for
-dealirig with the environment) is an important component
of development.~_Bnt it is only a part of it. A
more useful definitlon ofidevelopment shouldlbe broadér
and shonld inolude»elements of growth, the ability to
balance domestic consnmption and production, feduCtionA
in,poverty, less inequality, and greater autonomy.

As Blomstrom and Hettne have noted, tthe tradi-
tlonal and still far from abandoned thlnklng on
development is based on experiences which- are specific
to the western wofld end «++ the claim to universal
validity must therefore be repudiated. A truly

nniversal tneory of development must reflect the
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'development experiences of'different sooieties."jq,

.It is olear that the global dominance of western deve-:
lopment theory is based on intellectual, penetratlon'
‘gof the perlphery by the.oore-states)f Since the -
late l9ﬁds, however, this western conoeption'of k
development has been;inereasingly Challenged;'flrst by
Latin American'theorists ofAthe'dependéncy tradltion'
and also by adherentseof the Marxist, neo—Marxiet,_and
'modern world- system theories. The debate raged through-
out the 19505, 19605, and 1970s and as one scholar
noted then, "we seem as far from .a general theory as
ever. Indeed, the flood of new.knowledge seems to
make generalizations of a kind useful for pollcy
’ purposes‘in all developlng countries more and,more
' hOpeless;"15z'Bernatein.also arrived at a similar_
:‘conclu51on, viz~-"a‘sing1e body or theory'about devea
: lopment is as unllkely to emerge as it is about any -
‘iother.magor social theme'engender;ng polltlcal}conflict
and sharp,intellectual‘divergenciee.“jq4

| Part‘of the'diffioultyiin arriving at a generally
acoepted‘theory‘of development lies in the subjectivity

. of the 5001al dimension (to development) ‘which must

: 4be taken into account In other words, "development

is not merely eoonomlc growth,hlt is growthpacoompanied
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by structural SOCial and economic change."15
'iAccordingly, then, nit lS perhaps .inevitable that the
'impossibility of using a ceteris paribus approach tov
'problems of development should engender difficulties'
in constructing a wified theoretical framework "16

But "ltle‘ObVlQus that ‘it is not-only tne

complekity of problems:that stand in the‘way of
q‘constructing a unified thebrv, but also ideological '
' andlpolitical differences.'_"]7
Thus withithe=emergence of a new‘world'ordér
'oharacterised by a reduction of - ideological and
>_political differences, orie might expect a tendency
'tcwards theoretical concensus on development to
emerge, Tne,debatefmay_not be over yet and such a
'concensus is yet'to'emerge.“

'In.general ‘however, development can be properly’
conceived of -as compriSing five elements- high “
‘income levels resulting from high growth rates, the
absence of-or a.low level of poverty; a relatively
low degree"of‘income inequality; the capacity of the
ﬁeconomy;to produce avwide“range of goods and services
to'satisfy domestic consumption; and a certain degree

of autonomy.18 In other words, for a SOCiety to beA

conSidered developed vits economic growth must be -
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"internally—generated and self—sustelning; ite economic
growth_must be participatory - allowing for private !'.
initiatiVe“and broad—based people’s involvement' its
‘economlo growth must be distributed well -benefitting
all people° and 1ts economlc growth must be sustainable
- since raising future-produotlon mey.demand current -
eacrifioes. "People must be‘at the centre of hnman
'4_develOpment Development'has to be woven around
Apeople, not people around development. It has to be
development of the people, by the people, for the

-people,'19

3.2 Africa; Development or‘Underdevelopment?:

As Walter Rodney has.noted,’"every people<heve
.,_shown e,capacity for independently increasing‘their'
ability to live a more satisfactory life through
explOitingUthe‘resonrces of nature. n20 Every continent,
_1nolud1ng Afrlca, took part 1n ‘the early. perlods of
the exten51on of man s oontrol ‘over his environment.
-Thus, "development was unlversal because the oondltlonsi
leading to gconomic expansion were unlversal.; Every-
where, man was faced with the task of survival_by‘
'meeting fundamental material needs; and better tools
were a consequence of the interplay between human

beings and neture'as‘part of the struggle for'survival."z1
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I-Africa was the original home of man and for. a while,
- was the focus of" the phy51ca1 development of man in '
-the early perlod. ‘

Although there have been periods of temporary
setbacks, the general trend worldwide has been
towards increased production and the increase in
quantity of goods was aesooiated'with change in qnality
'or_charaotef of society. Thus, as various socieéeties
developed;_the forns of social relations within them
- changed. The'nineteenth,century.scholar, Karl Marx, .
articulated this,progression. 'He distinguished,
several stages of development within European history:

The first major etage'wastcommunalism. Under
this mode of production, society was organized into
© simple bands of hunters. Property was Collectiveiy
owned, work was done in common, and the goods of
society were equltably shared out

From the second stage, soc1ety was now lelded
into'claSSes: a domlnant class and a domlnaned class.
-The secOnd'maJor stage was slavery, "caused by the
exten51on of domlneerlng elements w1th1n the famlly
and by some groups being phy31ca11y overwhelmed by
"otherso"zz, Slavee performed various tasks for their

. ,maSters"but their main duty was production of food.,.
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The third major stage was Feudalism under which
society was divided into Feudal Lords and Serfs. The
feudal lords ownedtestates on which the serfS‘worked;
unlike under,slavery,Athe'workers were no longer'owﬁed
._by the masters but they'were'"tied to the landﬁ:of a
particular estate. | 2

The.fourth major stage'waS'oapitalism. Under
" this mode of produotlon, factories now replaced agri-
culture as the maJor producer of wealth. The domlnant
class, the Bourge0151e exp101ts the labour of the

dominated class, the proletarlat which labour is now

~ a commodity to be bought and sold.

Karl Marx then predicted‘that a fifth stage,
aooialism, would come about in which the principle of
'economio equity whicb obtained under oommunalism;
would be restored: There would' be a diotatorship'of
the working'olass; the proletariat, over the reet of

society. This stage of socialism would then transist'

' 'to the stage of communlsm whlch would be a olassless

- soolety and 1n which the guiding pr1n01ple of soclety

~

~ would be: "From each acoordlng to hlS ablllty, to
zeaoh aooordlng to hlS need.”
An important point to noteAabout the conoept of

"development is that it is always'used as a relative
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concept. A oOuntfy is‘developed or underdeveloped
.‘relatlve -to some other country (or oountrles) Tnis{
- means that dlfferent countrles or sooletles can be
compared development—w;se'and, for the same.country;‘
' its different epochs -can also be compared. o
‘It is a fact of history that, left on their own,

,different sooletles'héve deueloped at different rates.
. It.is_difficult-to explain exactly why this is.so;
“nowever, as Rodney offefs, "part of the answer lles
'1n the  environment 1n ‘which human groups evolved and

part of it lles 1nwthe }superstruoture' of human

society."25

. Rodney explalns further,.

as human beings battled with the

- material environment, they created
forms of social relations, forms of -
government,ipatterns,of behaviour
and systems of belief which together
constituted the superstructure -

. which was never exactly the same in’
any two societies. Each elementﬂin
‘the superstructure interacted with
other-elements'in the superstructure:
as well as with the material base.

. For instance, the political. and
religious patterns affected each other‘
and were often intertwined. The '
religious belief that a certain forest

~
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was seofedewas;the kind of -element in
the superstructure that affected
-.economic activity since that forest
would not be cleared for cultivation.
while in the final analysis the break-
 £hrough to a new stage of human develop-
ment is dependent upon man's technical
capacity to deal with the environment,
it is also'fe be borne ‘in mind that’ |
peculiafities‘in the.éuperstructure

of any given society have a marked
- impact on the rate of development.

24

~There is general agreemeht that‘Africa is under-
developed. The-evidence ef this is in the.relatiye
poverty of Afriean~ceuntfies; dependence of their
'economies on those of the North; relatieely 1ew life
expectancy at birth; high.infant mortality'rate; high'
‘ illiteracy 1evele, emong other facfors. There is, |
"hewever,'disagreeﬁeﬂt es ﬁo-what brought about the
-.ﬁndefdevelopment; there is disegreement és to why
 Africd ie uﬁderde&eloped;, |

The ﬁraditionel;'weStern view ie that Africa is

underdevelepedvbecauee.ef.low'rates of productivity,.
high'leveis of sociel waste;eand'inefficiency._ Thus, .
thle_the-”medern high—technoloéy worker (in the
- developed North);pfoduces a great deal in eight hours,

(the African) worker.preduces less though he labours
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- longer hours because he works inefficiently wiﬁh

&3 According to this

primitive tools and methods."
view, political corruption, a parasitic social and
bufeaucratic structure.énd theufailure tb make‘aﬁpro—
priate investments in edﬁcation; agriculture, and meet
other precdﬁditioﬁs_for development, have impeded
African development.

. _But'the ﬁdst:important.impediment to deveiopment,,‘
. according to conventional western theorists, is a short-
age of capifél. Thus for fheﬁ, "the most basié‘éuesfi6ﬁ
... then, is how and_whéré (African countries) can |
raise thé capitalineceSSary tb increase productivity
foflift themselves from thejcyclé of poverty."26 The
fundamental soﬁrce of'oapital for all economiés‘is
) production itself obfained as a-surplus of production
'thét iS'savéd and iﬁvesfed. Eventually, a 'take-off!
ppiﬁt tb selfjéustaining'growth_is'rééched'when gains
ffom.productioh become normal -due to constantlyv
rising investment. - The probiem,Ahowever, ié that
.fhis take-off point is‘feaéhea only under conditions
of rapid céb;tal accumulation. But this has not beeﬁ-
possible in Africa due.to_poverty itself and due to
inefficiency and‘wéste - excessive military'expéndi—.

tures, luxury consumption, official corruption, etc.
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According to this conventional view, the solution

fO‘shortage of capital in Africa - and to underdevelop-

'ment_as’suoh'—fis-infernational7aid'from the.advanced
“.Qountries in the form of foreign aid, foreign invest—
.ment;'énd‘téchniéal_aséistance;;ahd a_judicious.use |
 of such ald under thé Supervisign~of the advanced
ébuntriés._ N |
.._HOWQVGP, the application of these recommendations
over the years Has not 1eq'to development in Africa.
instead, the underdevelopment of Africa has actually'.
deépeﬁed; ) - 4
In contrast to this traditional view 15 that of
the modern'wpfld;éysfem:theory'(and other Marxiém— :
‘ _inflﬁeh¢ed'theories) which hqids that the advanced;l
-capitaliét‘counfries éfe responsiblé for_the under-
develbpmént:of Affica (and other regions of the south).
 ,Through a pfoéess_of peripheralization (incbrporatidn

"ihto the.capitglist world economy) which began around

“the middle of the”éighteenth century, the“'dévelopment '

of undérdevelopmentﬁ in Affiga'started. The first
phase of this peribhegalisatidn_terminated around .
_ ﬁhe beginning of‘the twentieth century. The second
ﬁhase Whioh ensﬁed.was-mérked by thé use Qf Africa

as a raw materials - producing area supplying the

27
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'industrialised core of the oapitalist world systemz.8
With the.advent‘of'a new world order,'we may |

have entered the third phase of~the'peripheralisation

- of Africa in whibh'Africa's 'dependent development' is

'nom intensified, and in whlch the 1ncorporatlon of

Africa 1nto the world oapltallst system will now,

' presumably; be made.complete.'

As Walter Rodney points ont,

underdevelopment is not absence of
development,'beoauSe every people haye
developed in one way or. another and
fto a greater or lesser extent. Under—
development makes sense only as a means
of comparing levéls of development.
It is very much tied to thelfact that-

-human"soelal development has been |
uneven and from a strictly economic
view point, some human groups have
advanced further by producing more

and becoming more wealthy.

Rodney further notes-that "modern underdevelop-—
ment ...'expresses'a particular relationship of.f
. exp101tatlon- namely, the exp101tatlon -0f one country
by.another.A All of the countrles named as 'under-
developed' in the world are exploited by others;.and
the underdevelopment with Wthh the world 1s now pre-

ocoupled is a product of capltallst 1mper1allst and
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coloniall 5t exploltatlon w0

It may not be true that all countrles named as-,
funderdeveloped'_are exp101ted: the few remalnlng,
'sooietiea of the 'external arena' (for instance,
aboriginal.aocieties) may.be considered underdeveloped;
yet they are not exploited'by vthers.
| However, Afrlcan 5001et1es, like those of Latin '
Amerlca and Asia, were developlng 1ndependent1y before
-they were hijacked by the oapltallst_countnles whlch
had:formed'a world_capitalist system earlier. Subse-
quently, Afriea‘wae inteérated into the world capitalist
‘-system as part of the dependent perlphery. This led
~to 1ncreased exp101tatlon of Afrlca by the domlnant
.core and to the ehproprlatlon and export of - surplus "
derived from Afrlcaiby the dominant capitalist
. oountfies througn.their trans—national companies;'
This brought about the inereased underdevelopment of
Africa. Thus, the same mechanisms that produce
oanital'aconmulation and development in the core;
produoe economic andApolitical underdevelopment in the
periphery.zq’ ?2 | |

Even after attaining flag independence, ‘the
countries of Africa remained eoonomically dependent on,:

. the advanced capitalist countries (for technology .and
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finanée capital)y -The,advanbed,'capitalisé'countries,
) Ehrough their TNCS Operafiﬁg in Africa and other
éountries'éf the‘pgriphéry, have continued to exploif
Africa and ‘the other‘depéndent countries of the
'periphéry'— a phenoménonvknown as neo-colonialism.
' Ihey are able‘tb doAfhis'becagée théy have a virtual
.ménopoiy_over‘thé'means of production.

>V-In summary then, there can be éaid to'be two
schools of‘thougﬁmwith regard £0 the underdevelopment
of Afri¢é. One, the weSﬁefn,:tréditional school holds
that iﬁtefnal factéré,are.mostly responsible. ;The
'otﬁer‘view (heldh5§ Marxists, modern world tﬁeofists,
dépendehtistaé) ﬁolds that external factors afe.mainly.
respohsible. Thehlatter view clearly better éaptures
the realitye |

In recognifion‘of ﬁheir condition of underdeve-

1bbment;iAfrican countries (along‘with dther depéndent
countries of Asia and Latin America) haveibeen_address;
ing thelprbblem employiﬁg four broad strategies:
"éutonomous or Sélféreliaht-development; economic
'fégionaiism or regional integration; the forhationﬂof >:
: cpmmédity cartels; and the demand for the création
of a new international economic order,>> . .

'Under the strétegy.Of'autonomous development,
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two differéht'sefs of factios-have been -used. One,

" advocated by struéturalisfs,inﬁolves.placing emphasis
- on import;substitution; rapid industrialization behind
high taffff walls, aﬁd reforms of intefnatiohal'insti—
tutions.. This optian has beén the more commonly
: adopted one. Most Africén countfies have embraced
’this option. Howe&er, thié option has not been
sﬁccessfql as most of the industries established under
- this strategy enjoyed no'éompérative advantage (over
those of the North) and in the end, high—éost,'ineffi?
pieht industrial structures were cr'eated.34

| The élternative foute‘to autonomous development
involves‘lessoning'or'totaliy'cuttihg'links<with the

' world capitalist systém. .This route has been éttempted:
‘;in‘a'few Affican countries, notably'Ghéna and :
Tanzania. - Though,éomé'measufe of<§ocial and econdmic
: »quity'Was-attained, the strategy céuld'not'be said
 to-haVe_sucdeeded as ‘those countries reméined~just as

) underdevelopea.v:‘ | o
, TReg;onal»infegration is anéther strategy employed
x,by Afriéa to ovefcoﬁ; qnderdev§16pment. Integrétion
"attempts have taken'biace af fhe éub—regional leQel

"in Africa, in East; West,.cehtfél_and Southern Africa.

.H0wever,/regional conflicts. and economic rivalries
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amongst the_integrating'Countries have generally under-
} mined. integration attempts. Recently,~African'_ ]
countries signed an African Ecdnomic Community'(AEC).
- treaty,dasda first step te economic union. ' It remains

jto be seen whether this will materialise.

-Another form of regionalism wnieh has been

employed by African countries.is forging special.
- trading links with the de#eloped countries or a
partlcular group of developed countrles. An example
.of thls 'is the Lome conventlon between the European
Economle Communlty‘(the EEC) and- the Afrlcan,.CarribBean

and Pacific (ACP) countries Which gave about sixty.

AC? eountries preferential acoees'to the EEC for their
‘dcommodlty exports and certaln manufactured goods.,
Again this form- of” reglonallsm had had very 11m1ted
 success as the countries of the’ North do not seem -
. eager to'offer genuine'aesistance to African countries.',‘35

l A thlrd type of reglonallsm 1nvolves playing

down North South trade and forglng South-South co-
operatlon.' This strategy has been pursued mainly
.through tne.'grouﬁ of 77"forum{ This seemsatoﬂbe‘a
mere bankable Weapon but; eo‘far, it has not been
‘vigorously and effeotiuely-applied., Again, this ean
'be attributed-to;lack of solidarity and rivalries:

among the countries of the South.
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-. The third broad strategy employed by African
.COuntries to overcome underdevelopment-involves trade
:union-type-activities as carried on by economic |
cartels‘like OPEC..the organization of petroleum

‘eXporting countries. There have been proposals for
sucn cartels to be formed for other commodities like
',Vcopper, tln, bauxite, etc. OPEC has recorded some

-measure of success although, with the success of:
petroleumUCOnservation,measures in the west and
-lncrease'in’the number:of non—OPEC oil producers, the
power of .OPEC has been somewhat blunted.

Finally, African countrles have tackled their
underdevelopment through conference—type arrangements.
It was at one of such conference arrangements - the
United Nations Conference‘on trade and development,
UNCTAD —lthat'the call for a new international economic -
order, NIEO, emerged. 'fhrough the NIEO, African and
other underdeveloped countries. are seehing the -
following: a restructuring of international trade
with a view to Shifting the terms of trade in fawour
of the'third‘world'countries;'to promote processiné

and manufacturlng in the third world and to secure a

o guaranteed market for some of the products, and'most

- ‘importantly, the transference of real resources to the
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" third world through indexing, technical assistance,
and technology transfer.36 : - e
A . By the mld 1980s, the challenge posed by the
demand for an NIEO-had-been defeated. One reason
4for this wae the7fesistenoe ouﬁ up by the western
; oountrles led by the USA. Another reason was fhatvthe'
eoountrles of the South were not ‘united as. several
3_countr1es of the South pursued their own narrow
:k natiooalisfio interests. The worSt,offenders.ih this )
'fegard_were some OPEC‘ﬁe@bers who eyen invested some\
of'their'fioanoiallsufpluses'inAWEStern counfries;37.
.. All in. all then, the strategles employed by

Afrloan oounirles to overoome their underdevelopment

have, so far,‘not been.very effective.
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CHAPTER 4

THE IMPACT OF THE NEW WORLD ORDER ON | e ‘
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT

The new world order is having considerable impact
ori African development. This impact will now be exa-
mlned under three broad categorles-economlo, political

'andﬂdlplomatlc, and. strateglc.

4.1' Eoonomicvimpaot;

The global cnenges‘we have witnessed these past:

' few years.hsve further-entrencned capitalism as the

.wor1Q}s dominanf mode,of produotion."The,orive world-
wide is towards trede liberalization and deregulation.
 Th1s trend could be said to- have begun with the 1ntroduc—
tlon of 'perestr01ka' in the then Soviet Union. .
Inltlally, 'perestroika' provided for‘modest‘economiC‘
reforms'involving'privateooWnersnip only in small scale
- enterprises. Subseouently, however, the former Soviet'

oUnlon and the- former communlst countrles of Eastern
Europe were forced to open up their economles even
- further to forelgn 1nvestments.

With the_collapse.of communism in ﬁ989 and the
subséquent disintegration"of the Soviet Union in
'December, 1991, the process of 1ncorporatlon of the
countrles of Eastern Europe and the former Sov1et

3 Republlos 1nto the semi- perlphery of the world capltallst

~
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system has reached'an advanced stage. Russia and ‘other
member—sfates of the Commcnwealth,of Independent States
(the CIS):have already joined the IMF and the Wworld

Bank as part of the precondltlons for rece1v1ng ald

-Afrom those agenc1es ‘and the countrles of the west

Even before they JOlned the USA’ had pledged a sum of
312,000 million.to be channeled to Russia and other

CIS ‘states through the IMF.'

It pledged the sum of
- p628 millicn in direct aid to them plue a large contri-
‘butlon to a stablllzatlon fund for the Rouble (the
<Commonwealth's currency) It granted - the CIS“states
most favoured nation (WFN)'trading status and, for the
first time ever, pledged to buy Russian nuclear and
- space technology.- In addition, the group of seven
(G=7) industrialised countries'(of which the USA is a
part) pledved an addltlonal sum of 824,000 mllllon, ‘
'_1nclud1ng a sum of $6 000 mllllon as food ald to the
CIS to enable 1t buy cereals from the west

| In July 1992 the-IMF Managlng Dlrector Michel-
Consseau, revealed that $1,000 mllllon out of the :
'approved %24, OOO mllllon had already been made avall—
- able - to Russ;a. Subsequently, —7»leaders meeting in
\:Munich; Cermany alec approved credits for Russia.andﬁ»

for the countries of .Eastern Europe,Z"Germany'alone;
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accordinv to Chancellor Helmut Kohl, has spent the sum
of over 5110 000 mllllon 1n ald to Eastern Europe and

u»the CIS.-_Thls cons1sts of both the cost of lndustrlal

A'; rehabllltatlon and modernlsatlon of the Eastern part

"‘.‘countrles, the Group of twenty-four (G-24) countrles

of Germany, and dlrect aid to the countrles of Eastern _

Europe and the CIS.3
In addition to the countries of Eastern Europe and‘

the»CIS which.are receiving special attention from the

west, the west led by the USA, is also giving special

: consideration to Latin.and central American countries.

: In April 1992 the .Bush admlnlstratlon presented to

Convress, a proposal for the forglveness of most of

the outstandlng debt of Latln and Central Amerlcan _

,countrles "to encourage democracy.

In addltlon the world's leadlng 1ndustr1allsed

'(memoers of the organlzatlon-for'economlcvco—operatlon.‘
.and developnent- dECD), meeting’in“Tirana, Albania in:
'_dulj 4992 pledged to contlnue to feed Albanla, Europe's
poorest country, untll at least next year.5 '

”All of” the-above show how undemocratic and biased
"agalnst Afrlca the new world order is. Since the |

emergence of a new world order, there has been a

dlver81on of westernzand~multllateral development aid
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'from-AffiCa to the countries of Eastern Europe and the
- CIS.: This.;s-despite the fact that the oountries‘ofl]
Africa are the poorest in the world and that they are
‘thé mosf severély debt—diétresséd (see Table A3 in the
Abpendix);”and that_theif economies are in the worst
shape:6‘ Of;ﬁhe forty~one countries classified by fhe »
WOrid Bank as 'least developed' twenty-seven are
- Afrigan.7f | | | .
It is instructive to note, for instance, thaf the
G-24 counfries have undertaken toifeed Albanié while
African.countries 1ike Somalia, Ethiopia and Mozambique
th are poorer and'are‘in deeper cfises receive only
-tokeﬁ'assistaﬁce. The new world order clearly marks
a rise in racism. AThére seems tb_be a drive to
integrate all white peoples into the core of the world
capitalist éystem while excluding.and discriminating
'against Black Africans.
" To worsen matters, Ernest Stone, a Director of the
International Development Asébciatioﬁ, the IDA,
A declared recently that the Agency - which providés
“Virtually:interest-free loans to the poorest countries
"~ will find it difficult to. raise ,95’]_8,:000 million for
its.next round of aid to the.poorest Countries.8
This is because the'western,’industrialised countries

who fiand the agenéy are unwilling to provide the funds - -
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pfeferfing, lnstead to- flnance the reconstructlon of
“the eastern bloc oountrles and the CIS. 1
<Another)aspect of.the new world order that has
',Nhad eoneideranle»economic impect en Africa is the drive
towards integration and the emergenee of,fegional'
-eoononienblocs."fhe countries of Western Europe are
‘ vheaded,for'fn11 economic union in December, 1992 and
errengements arexunderway to provide for associafe
-Ymembershlp (1n thé” flrst 1nstance) for the countrles
of Bastern Europe; and later, for full membershlp.
Europeen integration‘means complete liberalization
end dereguletion‘of trade: there will now be free
movement.of goods end pefsons and this is expected to
increase~European'cempefitiveness in the.world market.
The eountries of North America, the USA,-Canada, and
Mex1cq,have also 51gned a treaty (in July 1992) esta—
1bllshlng a North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) .-
A‘ Wlth a populatlon of over~350 million, it’ rlvals
.Europe as the world's largest 31ng1e market
ThlS means that the world is now lelded 1nto S
3ethree major economlc zones North Amerlca (comprlslng
the USA, Canada, and Mexico), a Unlted.Eurqpe (western
 and Eesfern.Europe'and including'the CIS), and the

Pacific (compfisingﬁjapan, Chiné, Australia, New
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. . Zealand, and Asian newly industrialising countries

flike Singapore, Ihdonesie, Taiwan, Hong Kong, South,
-T;Korea, Thailand); on the one hand. And three minor

'areas:”Afrioa, the near and middle East, and Latin and

9

Central America; on the other hand. within the

"”p)weaker bloc, Africa is the most underdeveloped segment.

‘fﬁIntegration (also) means thatltransnetional actors
_like moltinational'corporations and economic oaftels
‘oan have aipowerfUl influence oo what happens_to
'natlonal statee."qo

Thus, the 1noreased globalisation of theflnternnér

ﬁ;‘tional—eoohomy has,brought about wider and more acute

,competition for eoaroe-resoorcee and-markeﬁsfl
Q{ononomies, such- as tﬁose in Africa; with weak and

”'lper51st1ng prlmary strucéures are being outfaced in

the competltlve world markets for capital flows, tech-

L i:nology, goods and: ser'v:l.ces.,]/l Thls development

along with the challenge posed by the rise of reglonal
.7'competltlon and- reglonal polltlco mllltary confllcts,

'has reinforced the constralnts posed by the_exlstlng

}problem<set of fhe'debtvciisis, depressed commodity.
.5?orices; volatility in the intefoational financial
ﬁarket,.protecﬁionism,in-the induetfial countries,e

high real intefesf'rates,fand fiscal and tfade.
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) imbalances.s.-
| A maJOr.impact the new world order has'had on
Africa, then,'ls 1ncreased 1oss of economic soverelgnty
by \frican countrles as they are’ 1ncre351ng1y forced
Mto take dlrectlves and accept.programmes formulated by
. 'western ~dominated IFIS like the IMF and the World Bank
sThls is because there is a gap. between the resources
Africa. needs for 1ts economlc recovery and the actual
‘;'funds that are avallable 1ocally.,]2 African. countrles,
'therefore, need to obtaln flnan01al assistance from
abroad. In.the past, they could count on”somehlowf'
'interest or interest-free loans from the former Soviet
Union and other eastern bloe'ceuntries; but with' the

economic difficulties these'countries are faced with

. such that they themselves require aid, financial aid-

to Afrlca from the eastern bloc has 51mp1y vanlshed.
Afrlcan countrles are, therefore, forced to depend
,selely on -the west for development'assistance._ This
has given the West‘the:inereesed 1everege to dictate

to African.cOuntries'what,eeonomic policies to adopt.
For instence, early.in 1992, 'in Thailand, American
officials meeting with Nigerian officials insisted that
“the Nigerien gorernment devalue the Naira further such

that its official exchange rate will be .in tune with

P .
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~ the unofficial (i.e. black market) rate, as a pfepoﬁ-
“.dition fbr'further aid and rescheduling of debﬁ.: In .
haroh, 1992 ngerla carrled out thls"directive'

It is also remarkable to note that ‘while the’pSA
and its western.allles‘are insisting that African |
_countries removexallvtfade tariffs and other barriers
(accbrding to‘them;.so thatlthefe will be free competi-
.tion whichAwill in fgfn.bring_in Comparative adVantage
and'eneourage effieiehcy in~the-Affican economiesj;
.they'themseives are inereasingly practicing. protectio-
4nism in felationitd'Afriean goods. It is'true that

these western countrles practlce protectlonlsm in

,:.“.relatlon to themselves (Usa vs. Japan and USA vs. EEC)

but thls is normally a questlon of; how much protec-
- tionism? And they always iron out their dlfferences
uitimately.- With regard to Africa, however, the west
'is.now insistlng on total removal of.barrlers.
: ﬁvenlbefofe'the'new world order took‘perfect
shape, most Afrlcan countrles had, by 1986, been
fforced by dlre economic stralts to accept debllltatlng
_IMF.and horld Bank T-prescrlbed Structural adaustment
' Programmes (SAPs) | | | |

The common feature of the IMF and WOrld
Bank programmes is that loans are made

only if‘governments agree to make the
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- requlred changes to their economies. .
‘These changes are often very wide- e
"'ranglhg and,affect most.areas. of
" government policy. GoverhmentS'are_
‘given specific targets such as how much
credit should be available, what wage
increases'are allowed, or what the

interest rates should be.. This is
13

4'knowh as 'condltlonallty'
'Ih‘effect,,thelcountry loses soverelgnty as it is
foroed to implemeht economic pOllCleS that in the long -
; run, afe'not in‘ifstlnterest, These SAP pOllCleS
’inolude'devaluation of the country S Currency; prlva—
tlsatlon of state- owned enterprlseS' and removal of
subSldles.f But, as off1c1al figures of the‘World Bank -
'ahd the'UNDP reveal, rather than boost exports and
| lead to an increase in the growth rates of GNP GDP
‘and per .capita domestlo 1nvestment and 1ncome, these
'growth rates and Volume of exports have either _
.stagnated or»actually decllned (see Tables 1,2,3,4,
.»-'and 6 for the year"s 1985 to ’1988'and:-Tahles A.‘z A6,
A. 9 for the years 1988° to 1990 in the’ Appendlx)
”Equally of concerh'is “the precarlous debt proflle of
the contlnent. The'amount owed by the continent’ in
1989 has’increaseo drastically over the 1985 figure

‘and‘at'least sixteen African countries owe more than



116

their'respective'GNPs (see'Table‘A 3). Mosémbique,
-the poorest and most aid- dependent country in the world,
owes an amount that is almost six times its GNP.

‘The continent has also been recording a deficit
'in balenoe of payments for much of the period since
1985 - (see Table 5) | |

It is true “that thls trend, the general economlc
deollne of Africa, began before the advent of a new
world'order.énd'the introduction of the structural
'Jadjostment programmes;,bot'the crisis has clearly been
deepened~byAtheAedVentrof-e new world order and the
‘introduction of SAPs. TIf is also true that~there are
a few African coontries-(Botsmana, Mauritius;.dape
Verde, Libya, Algeria, Gabon, Swaziland) that escape
this dismal economic pictore; but these are exceptions
to the general rule. DMost African countries are in
eoonomic:orises of alarming depth, -madeAeven deeper
’ by the emergence of a new world order that has meant
falllng prlces of prlmary exports, 1ncreased explolta—
tion by TNos (81nce‘they (African countries) have been
'sforced to fdrther'liberaiize their_eoonomies);' .
deciining investment and foreign aid (as‘the countries.
of the }North' channel their investments and eid.to -

: Eastern Europe'andfthe'CIS);-and a generally-hostile

e Ty ey
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‘.‘international env1ronment for poor, dependent and

'underdeveloped eoonomies. Compared to the other under-
_developed_regionshof the world (Latin and central
America; and much of'Asia); Africa is worse off.and -
the gap is widening (see Tables)

Yet another fall-out from the new world order is
the increased inCidence_of Brain drain from Africa.
Africa is‘losing-some of its best brains to the‘
_oountries of the 'North' as increased poverty on the
continent forces nnder;remunerated skilled manpower to
seek better conditions of work in the advanced,
capitalist countries.1

-0n the aggregate, then the new world order with
its entrenchment of the capitalist mode of produotion =
~_asfthe dominant mode of produotion in’the-wOrld‘system,
and the strencthening of the TNCS as the pre- eminent
-actors in the world system, has been haVing adverse

eeonomic_effects on the African_continent.

- 4,2 Political and Dipiomatio impaot;

| " A major paradoxor. contradiction that character=
‘.’ises this new world'order is that while the pre—eminence.
of the USA has led to its cherished political ideal of
1ibera1 multi party democratio prinCiples being
adopted worldwide, the world system itself has become

more undemocratic and sectarian. It is more
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":undemocratlc in the sense that ‘the main organ of

' ,1nternatlona1 de0151on -making and actlon the United

'Nations,_haS'been'virtually hijacked by the USA (and.
its western~allies).; The USA, as the sole sunerpower
in the world today, together with its allies in the |
;UN securlty coun011 ‘Great Brltaln and France, is able
.'to force 1ts decisions on the_other members of the UN.
The SQviet Union which used~to present oppdsitien to
the  USA in the Security eouncil.has disintegrated and.
Russia, the successer permanent member in the Security
eonncil is in such economlc crisis that it is now
economlcally dependent on’ the west and can,vtherefore,
.not constltute a. countervailing force to the USA. For_
the same- reason, 5001allst China cannot, also, prov1de-
a counterwelght to Us power. © For instance, 1n,March
11992, thé USA and Great Britain tabled before the UN
'Securdty Ceuncil"a resolution to'impose'ecenomic and
other sanctlons on leya for 1ts fallure to hand over
‘for trial in the west two leyans accused of terrorist
_ bomb attacks on western Alrplanes. China threatened

to veto the antl—leya motlon in the Security.eouncil
'but the USA threatened to cancel China's Most Eavoured
Nation (MFN) tradlng status if it did so. Chlna<

backed down.
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- Further evidence that the world system has become
morc undemocratic and biased‘against Africéh and otHer
| ﬁndérdeveloped ccuntriesvisvthe fact that the UN
éecretary-déneral, Boutrous Boutros-ghali, has embraced
' the agcnda of the Qest (fceacekeeping')-rather'than‘
that of the South (third world economic developﬁent).
| This is reflected in the fact that shortly after
éssuming”office in January 1992, he.abolished cheral‘
departments, two-thirds of which deal with third world
dcvelopmeﬁt.' In contrast, he established two new
'>départments.tc sfrengthen'peacekeeping. Inspite of
the fact that he gave the indication, on assuming
office, that he'mayyexercise the power (granted him
by the UN charter) to raisc the‘issue of povefty in
~ the South as a threat to world security, he has not
-done so.‘ This is‘because‘he'is playing according to
the dlctates of the domlnant western powers led by the
USA. It is true that some of the calls for democrati-
zation of the UN decision-making process have come also
from countries of the North (In Januafy, 1992,4Japan; |
supported by Ihdia,:called for a hew composition of
the UN Secufity chncil bécause according to them, fhe :
:vpresént composition nc longer feflected.the‘reality
of_1992lbuf‘that of 1945; Japan,‘of course, is smart-"

‘ing because it is not included in the UN Security
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Council)j5l But this conflict within the western: bloc
can be considered'a secondafy'one. The primary con-
"tradlctlon today in the UN. decision-making process is
between North and South.

In contrast £0 the 1ncreased undemocratlc nature'
~of the world system, is the increasing institution of‘
~multi-party democracies worldwide. In virtually all
regions of the wofld, the new world order has brought
in.its wahe, a movement away from totalitarianism and
towards multi—party democracy. In eastefn Europe and
'the former Soviet Union, the former communist regimes
have collapsed; the same trend is noticeable in Latin'
'and Central Ametica;-Afrioa has not been left'ont:
'”"neafly threleonrths of the‘47ﬁcountries South of
1the Sahara are in various stages of politioal libera—
‘lisation; The few notable hold outs 1nclude Kenya,
‘Malaw1, and those states like leerla, .Somalia, and
- the Sudan that are embr01led in civil wars." n16 Thls"
political liberaliaation has involved some. or =1l of
.the:followingf the félease of'political prisoners;

-~reducing controls. on the media; legalizing opposition.

'_polltlcal parties; redraftlng constltutlons and holdlng

national electlons.

A major reason:er4this move away from totalita-

srianism'in,the'new world order is that the western
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,powérs who now exercise hegemonic economic power over
" the globe (individuélly or thréuéh IFIs they control)
now- attach 'pélificai conditiqnélities' as part of the.
prefequisites for the‘granting 6f loans. Given the.
severe géonomic'crisistin which most African countries
are, they ﬂormallj have-hb.choice but to accept the
damands .for political reforms. |
éressure from within African countries has also
contributed to:thié.trend{ the international climate
has émboldénéd civil ahd>humah rights groups within
AfriqanAéountries even in such one-party or tofalitaQ
rién Statés.were; previously, they dared.not raiée
,fheir vdicés'in agitation.. Examples of such countries
include the Repubiic:oleénin; Zairé, Togo and Kenya.17
Thus, thejérasbf personal rule and one—maﬁ or
one-party dictétorghips in'Africalseems to be passing.
Many'totalitarian fegimes ha?e fallen: the‘nineteen
year old Marxist'regime'of Mathieu Kerekou fell in
Aﬁfil 1991; Due to pressure from wéstern—backed_
pro-demobracy'agitaiors; he was forced to'recognize
opposition political parties and permit democratic
elections in wnich he was defeated by Nicephore Soglo.
;In'Zambia; théftwenty—seven year old one—party.

government ‘of Kehneth Kaunda fell when he was, defeated .
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iﬁ multi-party eiections in 1991Aby Frederibkichiluba.
. in.Ghana; the ban on political parties was lifted in'
May 1992, éfter“anuelevén year ban; In the
Camefbéns,'Togo, Ehiopia, and the Senegal, multi-
party'political frameworks have been instituted.
This same trend towards plural democracy is noticeable
in much Qf'the'rest of_Afriéai(see Table 14). Even
in éountries like Zzaire, Kenya, and-Malawi.where one- .
party‘or oné—man.dictatorshiﬁs are proving resilient,

" the dictétorships.thereiﬁ'ﬁave been forced to make

concessions as human rights groups continue to. agitate -

fof political refé;ms.'

While the démocracy/totalitarianism paradox -
which-characterizéd the old worid order seems'tb be
dying down, . a new'contraqiction seems to have emerged
wi%h the new world order: one between integration and
frégmenfétibn.. In the eastern European‘couhtfieé and
in the CIS, forces. ofbfragmentation are battling
agalnst foﬁges of 1ntegratlon.: In Yugoslavia, all
but two - oqéggimér six. constltuent Republics (Croatla,
:Slovenla, Macedonla, and Bosnla Herzegov1na) have
declared lndependence. Only Serbia and Mantenegro

. remain (asA“ederal Yuvoslav1a) as the 1ntegratlonlst

;forces, In Bosn1a—Hezergov1na, Serbs. who make up

¢
~
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one—third of the population are oppoeed to independence
~and are fighting Muslims and Croats who want indepenF
dence. . The'erstwhile socialist Republic of
Czechoslovakla was on 17th November, 1989, renamed
~'the Czech and Slovak Federal Republlc' to assuage
ethnic ten51ons between the Czechs and the Slovaks.
But these tensions have not completely dlsappeared.
Only reoently, the combined parllament narrowly failed .
‘to attain the maJorlty requlred to spllt the country
- of course, the former Soviet Union disintegrated in ,
;‘December,.1991 into its fiftean constituent~rendblics.\
| Even in ”estern Europe, long-standing nationalist -
Confllcts stlll surV1Ve. In the Unlted Klngdom, the‘
“Irlsh Republlcan Army 1n Northern Ireland is stlll
conductlng its campalgn agalnst the Brltlsh Government..
“ In Spaln Basque Separatlsts are still flghtlng for

their J_ndependence° ' ’
In,Canada,,Quebeo'provinoe-separatists; in 1991,
only.narrowly failed"to achieve their goal when they
‘ lost'in.a provinoial referendum to decide wnetner the
-province’ehould declare independence from Canada or ;.
~ not. iTo compensate_the'ouebecois, on 22nd Angust,
'1992,;an'agreement was signed-recognizing Quebec's

'distinct.Status; giving it a veto over future changes
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to federal 1nst1tutlons and the creatlon of new prov1nces;
lelng it powers over mining, tourlsm, hou51ng, recrea-
tion, reglonal development, municipal affalrs, Jjob
tralnlng, and forestry; and guaranteeing 1t 25A of the
seats in the House of_Commons.18

Side—by4side.With this.fragmentationary tendenéy
: is ohe of integration.as evidenced in the're—unificatioh
" of east;and:West Germany on 3rd oétober, 1990. ‘i£ is, ™
ihowe?er, §bvious frbm_the‘comparatife‘spreads.of the
two tehdéncies that fragmentationwis-the dominant of
‘the two tendenc1es.

Although the 1ntegrdt1on/fragmentatlon paradox
- has not been very pronounoed in Africa, it is nonethe—

,iess'noticeable. _Loﬁg—étanding_secessionist movemeﬁts

'(in Ethiopia Somalia,_etc)'are'séill'campaigning for
independence."Néw secessionist movements have evenl
spréng up (for instance in the Senegal, in Mauritaﬁia
' where Tuaregs to thé North are fighting for indepén—
dence). - |

Ohé}issﬁe thafvhas(béen thrust onto a prominent
position on the global agenda since the advent of a
new world order is the 1ssue of environmental degra-
datlon.' Everybody (the countrles of both the 'North!

and the ’South') agrees that env1ronmental degradatlon

b n i,
BRI NN
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is a mefter'for concern and that the proelem should
be-addreseed.A Where there is no agreement is on-
-who is,conﬁributing more to the creation of the problem
'-eﬁd who_éhould bear the'lerger»responsibility of
solviné the problem. The North accuses the South of
eonfributing moré”%b the problemithroﬁgh its.indiScrie
minate deforeetation practices-which destroys
. biodi?ersity, The south, in turn, accuses the-North
of-being mdre'at fault'by.contributing more to carbon
dioxide, COZ’ emm1551ons which deplete the ozone .
layer.qgl
The UN conference on the environment and develop-
ment (otherwise celledvthe Earth Summit), held from
June 3 to June 12, 199%,Was a showcase for this
ehvironmentéi polifics. There was concensus at the
summlt that for the South to preserve 1ts blodlver51ty,
it would requlre financial as51stance from the :
Tcountrles of the North 31nce'1t is 1n,econom1c crisis.
It was-agreed that the sum ofV$6OO)dOO million per
-enhum was required te preservevthe environment and
that the develeped werld would -have to Qontriﬁute
"~ $125,000 million of fhat amount . 2 The North, led

‘by the USA, refused to make that financial commltment

| The total amount they pledged was a pittance compared
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to the required amount: the USA pledged a total sum
of $525 million while Canada pledged $25 million.2™"
The Bush. government also refused to con51der cuttlng

'back on the productlon of C02 from industries because
it would require the loss of jobs in the USA.22
'Finaliy,'the US president refused to initial the -

Biodiversity treaty that'sought to proride money to

', underdeveloped countrles towards the preservatlon of

“biodiversity. - Accordlng to him, the treaty is biased
in fevourfof the countries of the South.

Thus,.at the -end of the Summit, although'the
countrles of the South (which includes Afrlca) were
"able to stave off the attempt by the North to make
them pay for env1ronmental problems they are not
primarily responsible for, they.failed to extract'the'
requlslte flhanClal obllgatlon (to fight environmental
degradatlon) from the North

In effect, the agenda of'the,North; rather than
that of the South, was adopted-reflecting once again,
the undemocratic nature of the new world order;

Yet another iesue'that‘hae gained currency in
the new world order is the call for reparetions.A |
and}restitutionsvby Africans (both on the continent

~

' and in the Diaspora). The call is predioatedion.the

o b e
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:fact_that the countfies ofAEurope colonised Africa
forﬁcéntupiés during which time they plundered ang,
pillaged;thé contiﬁent's résogrces, both human and
material. 'Afriéah>leaders are now demanding financial
vcbmpensatiqﬁ for,this.plundef. .The OAU has officially
given i%s backing to fhe campaign by establishing a |
Gféup of:eminent:persons(GEé)with the Nigerian
,Businessmah,‘M.K.O._Abiolq,aﬁd.the former Director-
Genérai of UNESCQrDr} Amadou M'bow of the Senegal,as
. the cojehairmen.2§f

‘The call for reparations may well be justifiedﬁ
.people who were robbed should'be compensated. But a
closer examinafion of the call shows it to be an
‘aftempf at politioisihg éthnicity ét the international
level, :This is so because thé.call dividés the'worldn
intb'the whites who .colonised Africa,-and the Africans.
The call tries to present the white/Black ontradic-
- tion aé the primary dhe in the international system‘
today. It’is'a‘bdntfadiCtion but only a subsidiary
“one. If the cém?éign.forlfepératibns Waé being
éhémpidnediby-pééplezfroﬁ the ranks of the maéses RN
- .of Afrida, it would be -more credibie; but fhe people
championing the reﬁarétions campaign‘are"members of

“the African comprador Bourgeois class who, as Stoogés

of the Bourgeois class of the core capitalist states,
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afe helplnv to preserve and sustaln the neo-colonial
relatlonshlp of exp101tatlon and domlnatlon of the
* North over Africa and the rest of the South.

| Thus, the present campalgn for reparatlons servesa
to camouflagejthe-lnternatlonal class strugglecso
that the international contradiction is seen in terms
of race rather than ln terms of classes. This
racial conception, of course, is misleading because
it does not cathre.theuinternational picture | |
accurately.' Fof instance, the Arabs were allies of
the colonisers as slave dealers. Today,ihowever,
,ﬁhey are part of the. exploited 'Southl
k Equally 1mportantly, some of the whltes, the
,Qorklng class whltes, actually have more afflnlty of
1nterests w1tn working class Africans. 1In the same
" way, the.African,Comprador Bougeois. class (inClnding
fhose'championing the'rebafations campaign) have mofe’
4 afflnlty of 1nterests w1th the Bourge01s class of |
'sthe core capltallst states than with their fellow
Afrlcans of worklng class level. It is, therefore,
more{useful‘to v1ew‘the 1nternatlonal arena in terms
‘of.tnedclass struggle (betWeencﬁhe working classes.
and'thevBourgeoisie)-fafhef than in ferms'of_racial
stfuggle. |

On the whole, -then, the new world ordef is
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having considerable‘political impact on Africa. The
" more undemocraticlnature‘of thé world system hasﬂbeén
.éffecting.AfriCa adverSer. 'However, paradoxically,
the ascendancy Qflthe USA and.its'piural-démocfétic
idealé,has*spgrréd democratid_changes within individual
'.Afripan:states. This contradiction andbthe difficulty
if‘entéils was cépfqréd by OAU Secretary—Generai,
Salim AhmedSAlim"WHén-he warnéd in June 1990.that
-tyhile Africa.muét.democratize, our efforts wili'be
. hamstfung by the nondemocratic international écqnomic
>(énd.ppliticai)‘éyétem in which We Qperate."zq.

| The democratic changes constitute a welcome.
dé&elopmént.’ It has‘léd to atfempts (within the
broéder movement for’democracy)_to undo 'networks of
opﬁréssion‘ to be'fpund'ih African countries in the
economic, culfufal,'and religious spheres. One
"éiémple of fhisAis to be found in the righfs’Of
women.' womeh have, generally, been weakly represented .
'.in_Afriqan.'.pblitics. :'_Bm_it sinée the dawn of 'the Y
?democfatip moment};,"wdmén'in some countries have
become.éiért tb.the‘opportunitieS“that thé democratic
-'ﬁovémént giyés théﬁ to assert their special Claims."25
Far ihstance;‘in Nigér; "a.bublic demonstratibn'by

" women (there) ... ensured that they would be given
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adequate represehtation on the committee that planned

the national ponference.“26 : : !

4o3  Strategic Impaéfﬁ'.

The end of. the cald war, the end af;the arms
race, the end of ‘the strategic'competition betﬁeen
"aaSt and wesf;'is ﬁhelmajor event that heralded a néw
world orders’ Thaatalk of the global towh now is. on
how to.utilize the peace_dividend (from.ﬁhe'end of |
the cold war)."In.thia regard, fhere_has been - o
considefation on how to’ bring about.a transformation
in the'warld Strategic order from.'arms control'’ into

27

a 'world securlty system' The 'armscontrol'

reglme, whlch held sway from 1945 and still persists,
. involves potent;al adversarles,aegotlatlng limitations
~on.the quantity and quality.of armaments (under which
. they agree to provide information and to have it
verified) whiieAmaintaining considerable military
forces.
. But the perceived 'world security

system' would be based on mutual

control covering all kinds of nuclear,

conventional, chemical and blologlcal

weapons (and) assumes that: ,

For arms of this type, all nuclear

countrles, including China, agree to

partlclpate in an arms control regime,
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which is far from being .the case;

 'the third world countries égree
- to participate in a control regime
which, to date,.extends only to the
countries of the North;
the rich countries agree to pay the

verylhigh price of world economic

and social integration.28

df éourse, the countries. of the North have

_fequed;to bay the pricé.of world economic and éocial
'integrationl | |

| ’Ihe_new world order has engendered strategic
changes‘in Africa.' The deciéive factor that has led
:fto theée changes in.Affica:iSAthe collapse of Soviet
power. Consequent'upon ité weakehing, the then
Sovief Uﬁion witﬁéfew'from,areas in Africa where.it
previouély fléxea'muscleé against the USA. The
withdrawal of the Soviet Union from such aréaé has
left the USA unchallenged and enabled it bring
about changes it desires, and to installgovernménts
aﬁd.regimes sympathetic‘to its cause. ~For instance,
in_Ethiopia,-the‘USSR'(and its allies Yemen .and
cuba) stopped'fiﬁancialﬂand miiitary support for
fthe Mafxist_governmentAOf Mengistu Haile Mariam

‘thereby enabling’a U.S.-backed coalition of rebel
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gfeups (the'Eﬁhiopian neoples' Revolutionary.
Democratic Front, EPRDF, led by Melesse Zenawi) to
.OVerthrow-if in_Jnne 1991. Also, following a ‘New Yofk
accord'between the USA, Angola, South-Africa and Cuba,
éubanAtroopelwefe.wlthdrawn-frem Angola in July 1991

paving'ﬁhe waynfOF free;multi—party elections in

~ September 1992°'Just what the US- backed UNITA rebel

vroup had been flghtlng for for 17 years. In respect
of Mozamblque tne ‘rebel’ RENAMO'leader, Alfonso
Delakama, on. Ard October, 1992 in Rome, Italy, 51gned
alceaeefire agreement ~ to end’ 16 years of fighting -
with the government of Joachim Chissano.29

One might have thought that, with the end of the
cold welr', there will be a reduction in military
spending as well as -a reduction in the incidence of
afmed conflicts worldwide'lncluding in Afrlea{ This
hae not happened., The defence spending'ef fhe Uus -
led western.powers_nas femained es high as it was
prior to the advent‘of‘t'he_new world order".?O Arms
'tfansfers also remain high. Recently, the USA o
announced it Willvsell 150.advenced F-16 fighter
planes to Taiwan, the flrst time the USA w1ll sell

‘arms to Talwan 31nce its switch of. dlplomatlc

recognltlon 1n 1972 from recognltlon of Nationalist
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‘China (TaiWan)_to.recognition of Communist China.
One'réason'for this sustained militarism in American
(and westerh) foréign poliéy'is pressure from its
military —'indué%fial complex. The military- |
iinduétfial éomplex in the western countries wants to
sell_mdfe.arms and make more profit.' Hundreds-pf |
thbuSandé_of joBS are also dependent on whether or
,ﬁot they méké profit. . For instance, the fighter
plahe'deal with Taiwan wili save ten thousand Jjobs
: in’Mchnnei—Douglaé,'the company manufacturing the
fighter planes. - , |

-Thus, whereas the eastern bloc countries have
been forced by éoonomiq difficulties to cut back on
miiitary spending and ‘channel more.funds ‘to economic
developmeht, feduéfion'in military sbendiﬁg by-ﬁhe
west has not been witnessed and this is inspite of
the fact that there have been attempts ét disérmament:
vIn'1989, an inﬁernatibnal disarmament conférence was
held in Kyéto, Jépan:undér the aegis of the U.N. at
‘which 31 countfieé discusséd'the nbn—pfoliferation.
§f4nuciear and chemicai weapOns,'nuclear test bans, N
,aﬁd Coﬁfidénce—building measures in the political and
military fields. . The conference agreed that all .

‘countries that possess nuclear weapons should reduce
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their nuclear -potential by'5O%‘.3 _
July, 1991, the US'president George Bush and the then -
 Soviet président"Mikhail Gorbachev signed a treaty in
Mogéow-for the eliminatidn of 1ong—fange nuclear’
mi'ss;iles.{in‘Eufope;.33
 It is frue that the end of militafy competition

between east-and west has led to the end of éeftain
military coaniéts.onlthe African continent - for
instance, in'Angdlé and in Mozambigue - but some ofher :
conflicts havevperéisted ana new ones hévé even |

sﬁrféced. ‘Virtually all military‘conflicts cufrently‘Q
" raging éﬁ ﬁhe Afrigan.continent are'iﬁtra—sfate ciyil
strifes rather than inter-state wars; Countries torn
_bj_civii strife today include: Libef;a, somalia,
Sudan, Ethiéﬁia, Méufiﬁania;iMQrocco, and increasingly,
. South africa. As at the end of 1990, 16 of the roughly
'IEO.African states Were‘engaged in‘military conflict
- ihternally or with their.ne;ghbéﬁrs.zg- Andvas at
October 1992,‘1h'weré at war.

'’ ‘These conflicts.persist-inépite of the- emergence

m
i

-~

m

ict ideological

f

They

’.

of a new_wdrld ordér becaus
conflicts.  Rather, they'éfe mostly ethnic, racial
or religious conflicts and, therefore, strictly

speaking{ did not directly involve the western and -
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eastern power blocs;
| Thus the new world order has had the effect of
3 endlng the few 1deologlcally motlvated mllltary
confllcts on the Afrlcan continent. It has, howéver,“;
‘had . 11ttle 'or no 1mpact ‘on the maJorlty of mllltary i
confllcts in Aﬁrlca which are ethnically, racially

-6r~religious1y motivated.
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~ CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION . ‘ o

'%5,1 - Summary and Coneclusion:

The new world order which emerged with the end of

the cold(war'is an essentially unipolar order character-

:ized'b§:the (iﬁcreased) ddminance of the core capitalist
._COuntries over the_ﬁnderdeveloped-countries of - the"
fperiphery of'Which Africa'is‘a pert. with the cqllapée
"of:commuhism,-the eestern communist bloc whieh'used.to
act es~some,kind,o£vbuffer in the expioitatien and
dqmination of fhe Seuth, has been unable to play this
role as it is itself mow dependent on finéncial'aid
froﬁ the’core states;' in effect, the eastern bloe
" has been 1ncorporated into the semi- perlphery of the -
capitalist world system (from the p051tlon of belng
more or less in the external arena).

| _The internetienal system is, therefore, more
sectérian and more-biased against the countries of the
south especieliy'against.Africa, The ﬁew wor1d order -
'is, therefore, having a considerable.impactton,African
-_development.p So faf; the impact has been mixed and
dlfferlng with respect to various aspects of African -
deVelopment. The‘moet profound impact has been felt

in the economic sphere. Here, the new world order

RS 7S
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"has'been having a negative impact on African develop— .

With: the emergence of the new world order, Afrlca

- -has been further integrated into the world capltallst

'system such that Afrlca now flnds itself "under two

overlapplng forms of - 1nternatlona1 economic domination:

a world tradlng system, now dlrected by TNCs, into

: whlch_the.contlnent has beenvlntegrated for centuries

as a eupplierﬂof'raw'materials'and primary.agricul—

tural products; andzthe cperaricns of IFIs.aiming to

stabilize the ccntipenpte.declining ecoﬁomies..."
Thds,rAfrican economies, already ih'crisis

before the emergence of a new world order, have taken

a turn for'the worsé. Today, over 60% of the total

Afrlcan populatlon 1lives below the poverty llne.2

‘The average growth rate of GNP for the contlnent has

‘ dropped from 4.8% between 1960 and 1980 to. 1ess than -

3

2. 30 in the perlod 1985 to 1990; and because the

[average populatlon growth rate is more than thls

flgure, average per caplta income has actually been

~'declln1ng. The GNP of Afrlca as a percentage of the

world tptal has dropped from 2.7% between 1960 and
1980 to 1.5% between 1985 and 1990; and as a result

of a drop in commodity prices, the continent has
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‘ lost,ovef #60,000 millien betweenA1985 and 1989;h‘ \
The disparity in_the.distfibution~of wealth between'
the core stetes énd Africa is, therefore, wider.
| with'reaard'to‘the bolitioal development of
- Africa, the- advent of a new world order: has been.
K hav1ng a mlxed impact. On the one hand, it further
4disenfranchises African countries as a unit relétivev:
""" tojéhe coﬁntries bf the North. African countries now
: have llttle or no say in the U N.s for instance, as
-the USi and 1ts western allles 1ncrea51ng1y run - the
eorganlzatlon v1rtua11y as their exclusive property.
The West has placed;its priorities (including {peace—
keeping') at the teﬁ of the aéenda and relegated
 Africafs ptidrities (ecqnomic'development issues) to
theAboﬁtom ef the global agenda.
'.,On the.other héhd; ‘the new world ordef has sburred
S demoeratie and hdman‘rights movements'in Affica and
led to democratic'ehanges'on-the centineﬁt‘thaf have4
made goVerﬁmenﬁs geherélly more accountab1e4to the .
people they govern.‘ Increa81ng1y, basic freedoms
‘such as the freedom of . speech and assembly, are being
) guaranteed.i- o - . : By :j" L
o In-respect of the strategic impacf on Africa of .

the new world order, this has been minimal being that
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most of fhe military-cbnflicts in Africa are not
ideologically—driveﬁ._‘Thus, most military confliéfs}
in Africa,persist;' | |

' Génerally speaking, however, in the world as a
‘whole (including in Africa), the end of the cold war
‘has led to a reducfidn in the threat of war. This
seems to be reinforced by the giobal drivé towards
plural dbmocratio politics. As is widely recogpiéed; 
ﬁ@ne of.the few patﬁerhs that holds up throughqut
" modern historylis'that'libefal democracies do not.go‘
_ to war with. one aﬁother,.’"5

In cbnciusion theh, the facts presénted and
examinéd:by this sﬁﬁdy; have validated the-hypétheseé
set out for this reseafch.work:: i | | .
| The 'new world order! ié having a mixed and
“differing impact"pn vafious asﬁects of African develop-
meﬁtgibﬁt on fhe'aggregate,.it Has'been advérsely
>_affectiﬁg African dévelopment (eépecially economic
.'developmeht). S o S
_'.-Africa’é_prosﬁeCts for déveloping under this
, n§w world4order are worse ﬁhan they were in ﬁhe
pfeviqus-wqud order.

 The new~wofid-6rder}mafks a further entrenchmenf

of the_capifalist mode of production glbbally and an

ascendancy Qf'prd—imperialist social forces over those
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opposed to imperialism.. It is a continuation of the
..process'of peripheralization and underdevelopment of'

Africa.

.'5:2"Qecommendations'

Given Africa's 1ncreased marginalisation under
the new world order, the questlon arises as to how
| Afrlca is to overcome the new 1mped1ments placed on
‘1ts patn to . development. what is to be doneQ'

The most pre531ng 1ssue fac1ng Africa tedaxy is
how-to overcome its economlc crisis and achieve

C g

':sustalnable economic vrowth In recognltlon of the
fact that the TNCs are a maJor source of the under—
development of Africa,'it nsed to be fashionable to
‘.advooate'the nationalisation of the TNCs'andAadoption
of an 1nd1genous, self- rellant (preferably soc1allst)
,_path to African development It is true that the
TNCs'! aCthltleS in Afrlca are more deleterioas,to
African development-than beneficial. Thls has been
clearly shown by emplrlcal studles 6, 7' 8
'However ‘with the emergence of a new world oréer
with its preponderant and all embra01ng capitalist
system, the suggestlon that Afrlca de-1link completely

'from,the.world capltallst system is no longer realis-

~tic. The incredsing interdependence amongst countries



144

and régionslof’the'world can not be'overlooked;A
‘Besides, as the Tanéanien'experience has shown,‘
nationalieation of the TNCs is no”magic'formula for
' teconomlc development. But whlle a blanket natlonalle
satlon of all TNCS in Afrlca will be ill- adv1sed
i under thls new world onder, some form of rationalisa-
*tion is essential to control the,more-deleteﬁous
'activities of the TNCé; In this regefd, the TNCs in
‘the‘service induétries.(Banking; ineurance etc) and
thoee.in,construotion should‘be nationaliseo since
,African-oompanies.oan provioe'these servioes Jjust as
| effectiyely;'
What otherﬂmeaeureetshould Africa adopt to free
'iteelftof'this_'new‘enslavement' that is the new «
: world.order5, : . | |
" For Afrlca, part of the answer 11es 1n collective
self rellance deflned as the pursuit of autonomous
:end 1nward~look1ng policies through a common, unified
‘_Afrlcan front. o » |
In thls regard the recent signing of the AEC
treaty 15 a weloome development But Just 51gnlng
the treaty is not sufflclent. "Experlence oo has
- taught that the 81gnlng_of a treaty is no more than

a politicalmdeclaration of intent to pursue the
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‘objective enshrined in the treaﬁy. .The signing of a
treaty of an’AECHmusf.be recognized as only the first
in’a. series of practlcal steps that Africa. must take

9

to recover lost grounds." Afrlcan countries should
‘now follow the European example and move to actually
1ntegrate thelr economles through, among other measures,
.ffofmulating'and~adopting COmmon economic policies
and adopting'a common cnrrency; : |
ﬂAfrican countrieejmust_jointly chart a path of

self—reiianoe by harnéssing and building on local,

teohnological'knon—howvsince.whoever poesesses the
' technological knoW—how for the production of goods
"and services can be elther self-financed or financed

by Banks or other flnan01al institutions. However,
.thlS suggestlon must not be seen as advocacy for
autarchy but rather as a recommendatlon for autarky
a(meaniné eelf—suffioiency). wifh the increased
'globai.driVe towards integration, Africa must not
only integrate,.but‘must also seek to parfake
actively in the wider international community.

~ One weapon'nfrica should:use to pureue'and

-'secure'ite interests in the international’system
atoday is the banner of fundamental human rlghts.'

‘Vlrtually all 1nternatlonal documents and conventlons -
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including the 1948”Universal Declaration oﬁ'Human
' nghts, recognlze nomlnally, the rights of all
peoples to good food to health to educatlon, and to
clothlng. Unuer}thls banner, African countrles, ‘along
with other countries of the South, should demand
cencesslons from the couhtries of the North to see
" that these requirements (of health, food, shelter
etc) are fulfilled. Of course, the countries of the
North may;.as.they have aluavs done, resist these
"demands; and this is why the campaign demands
. unity of‘actioﬁ'not.only aﬁong African countries but
'among Ceuntries ofmthe south as a whole. This'is
Where organizations and groups like the OAU and the
grouh of 77 become relevant. |

The nen—alighed movement (the NAM) is also
relevant in this regard. Some observers have
suggested that w1th the end of the cold war, the NAM
is no longer‘relevant. This conclusion derives from
. a particular (flawed) conception of the NAM. This |
}conception{ﬂviews the globe as .a composite of
strategic blocs'and the  NAM as a fluid entityzor;
more aphropriately, a soft wood or brittle ehip

10

floatlng between these SOlld blocs.h It is more

useful, however, to view the world as being made up
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.':of employers and.employees. While the'employers are
‘formed into a solid association, theiemployees.are l

‘.trylng to create- trade unions at dlfferent levels.

o

The NAM represents one of these trade unions 1n the

maklng.11

Thus, through'the NAM and other associations of

'the"South _Africa can push for democratisation of the

1nternatlonal system. -Through'such fora, Africa'can

_also push for its enormous debt to be cancelled by

the countrles of the North.

The much talked abott South—South co~ operatlon

should also be pursued more v1gorously.

Wlth regard to mllltary/strateglc 1ssues, Afrlcan'

. countrles should take a.cue from the countrles of

;
~

'Eastern Europetand cut down their military expendltures

's0. as to have more funds for ‘economic development..

~Of course;, some Afriean governments may continue

lfw1th hlgh defence spendlngs on the grounds of

'ensurlng 1nternal seourlty. In thls regard they

. w1ll do well to’ heed the adv1ce of a former WOrld Bank

: Pre51dent, Robert McNamara,-thatﬁ"ln a modernlslng

sooiety, security‘is not in"military hardware although

_ it may 1nvolve it, ...; securlty is development and

12

N
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. Hunger and poverty are even bigger threats to-
intefnal'security.l .
| ‘.Ali'the'abcvetrecommendations must, however, be '
) :readAas—fecommendations'for the Comcnador Bcurgeois;»
class 1n Afrlca suggestions to.the Comprsdcr
'iBourgeOls class regardlng how it can extend itself
'and'begln‘to acqulreeautonomy (from the metropolitan
Bourge01s class) In effect it isla csll fof the
,Afrlcan Comprador Bourge01s ciass to become patrlotlc
Aand‘transform itself to. a natlonal Bourgeois class.
This is a tali'cfder; and given the'fact that this
.class is profiting from the structure of the 1nterna—
‘ tlonal system, lt is somethlng that is unlikely to
happen.
lhdt 1s why the only true solution to the African
.Ccrisis’is for progressive, antl 1mper1allst forces
to intensify the struggle against the pro-imperialist
forces represented by the Afrlcan Comprador Bourgeois
classa ThlS can be done by 1abour unlons, student |
movements and other progres31ve forces in all
-‘Afrlcan countries.
| ) When victory.cvef the.Compradoc.BourgeoisAclass
" and other pro—inperiaiist forces is won (i.e. when

they are overthrown), the victorious progressive
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forces can theﬁ_pﬁrsﬁevthe recommendations méde above.
- -Even fhen,lit mﬁst‘be recognized that the ’
,aéépitalist'WOrld system'— becauseAit is universal and
' a11¥embracive - imposes limitafions that make it Vefy
difficuit for Africa to achieve development Just by
theiovérthrow of*lopal.Comprador'Bourgeois“Classes.
'4Tﬁe~surest solutiqn,,then, to Africa's development
broblems is‘a transformation of the capitalist world"
Syste@ to a socia1ist worid system. This means -
that the ‘strlugglémof the working classes, of.
' progressivé'forcés; against the Bourgeois classes,

' 'must'be‘globally'conducted and globally won.
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Table'4: Gross Domestic Product Growth Rate
: (Percentage)o
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Table A.2 GNP, populatlon GNP per capita, and growth of GNP per capita

1989 GNP 1989 1989 GNP

T *(billions of  population  per copita Average annnal growtl of GNP per capila (percent)
" Country group - " dollars)”  (millions) . (dollars)  1965-73. 1973-80 1960-89 1988 1989 19907
' Lo;/\'- and middle-income ' ' !
+ economies 3,232 4,053 800 4.2 2.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 °~ 0.0
- Low-income economies - 981 2,948 330 2.4 2.1 4.1 3.4 33 3.2
Middle-income economics 2,253 1,105 . 2,040 5.2 A2.3 Q.5 0.6 0.6 -1.1
" Severely indebted middle- - . :
income economies 958 554 - 1,720 4.8 2.9 -0.3 -0.7 -1.3 -3.4
Sub-Saharan Africa 162 480 - 340 .. 1.7 06 -1.2 -3.1 0.0 ..
East Asia | - .84 1,552 . 540 5.2 47 6.3 9.5 22 64
South Asia ) 367 1,131 320 1.2 1.9 2.9 6.7 0.0 3.1
-Europe, Middle East, and . o
North Africa’ - .. 944 -433 2,180 .. 1.8 0.4 0.0 -0.5 S
Latin America and the Caribbean 823 - 421 1,950 4.7 2.3 =05 : -1.7  -1.2 -2.4
High-income economies ' 15,230 831 18,330 3.7 2.3 2:3 3.7 2.7 2.1
OECD members co, 14,748 773 19,090 3.8 2.3 24, 37 2.8 21
_ Other economies ) ¢ X I .. A O .. .. ..
World . ' 20,736 5206 3,980 2.8 1.5 1.2 2.4 1.5° 17
Oil exporters  ° N . N . A
(excluding USSR) - 478 553 .. 6.0 - 1.0 -25 -2.1 -1.1
a. Preliminary data. '
~ ."\ f
Table A.3 Composmon of GDpP - . J
(billions of dullnrs) o ’
Country group and indicator . . 1965 1973 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 . 199¢°
Low- and middie-income economies ’ . E
GDbP : 389 867 2,430 2,550 2,655 2,745 3,030. 3,303 3,476
Total consumption ’ 309 660 1,807 1,938 2,024 2,051 2,237 2,451
Gross domestic investment . 80 201 657 - 604 653 679 781 859
Net exports : 0 6 -34 8 =22 - 16 12 -6
Low-income ecommucs : ' ' .
GDP - .. B 169 315 790 828 793 821 931 996 974
Total consumption : 138 241 588 632 602 605 - 683 736
~ Gross domestic investment 32 7 202 223 220 234 272 283
‘Net exports ", _ o=l 3 .0 -28 -29 -17 . -25 =23
" Middle-income economies / t '
GDP ] | . 215 549" 1,640 1,722 1,862 1,924 2,099 2,308
Total consumption ' 167 415 1,218 1,304 1,424 1,448 1,555 1,716
Gross domestic investment . . 46 129 456 380 432 445 509 576
. Net exports : 2 5 -34 37 6 31 36 16
"Severely indebted middle-income econonms . ' ' . A
GDPr : 114 290 810 788 810 850 962 1,091 1,210
Total consumption " 89 228 624 606 643 656 733 842
Gross domestic investment 24 61 205 151 ° 155 178 210 226
Net exports . 1 0 -19 - 30 12 .16 19 23
Sitb-Saharan. Africa . - _ i ' ' o '
GDP ' " 31 69 225 ‘198 168. 151 164 171 - 180
- Total consumption . 26 55 177 172 148, 129 143~ 146 152
"Gross domestic investment . 4 12 45 24 25 24 26 26, 28
- Net exports 0 . 1 3. 1 . -5 - =2 -4 -1 -0
East Asia . . ' o -
GDr . 91 206 547 .589 . 585 644 780 895 892
Total consumption : 70 148 379 406 395 416 504. 588
+ Gross domestic investment - 20 56 166 191 189 212 . 262 307
Net exports , , 1 -2 1 -9 1 16 L 1
. - . ) . . . . . . ) .
182 Source: The World Bank, World Development Report 1991

(Washington, D.C.: World Bank 1991) p.182.
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Table A.6 GDP and gr'owlh'rates

. ;gﬁﬁ(ﬁgf/)’ Averdge annual growth of GDP (percent)
Country group dollars) 1965-73 1973-80  1980-89 1987 1988 1989 1990°
Low- and middle-income economies 3,303 6.5 4.7 3.8 3.8 A 43 29 2.3
Low-income ecoriomies * 996 5.3 4.5 6.2 59 81 41 45
Middle-income economies 2,308 7.0 4.7 2.9 29 27 24 1.1
Severely indebted middle-
income economies 1,091 o 6.4 5.2 1.9 2.8 1.3° 1.3 -1.6 .
Sub-Saharan Africa 171 4.8 32 2.1 02 29 29 1.5
East Asia 895 8.1 6.6 7.9 89 9.7 55 6.7
South Asia 351 3.6 4.2 5.1 43 82 45 42"
Europe, Middle East, and North Africa . 828 7.7 3.9 2.9 1.2 21 15 -08
N Latin Amenca and the Canbbcan . 964 6.5 5.0 1.6 3.1 05 13 -07
‘ High-income economies 15,021 4.8 3T 3.0 3.5 44 34 2.6
OECD members 14,537 4.7 . 3.0 - 3.0 .34 44 .33 2.6
Other economies . .. . N i .. . .
: World 20,443 5.0 3.3 3.1 35 44 33 2.5
Oil exporters (excludmg USbR) 8.3 3.7 0.8 -0.3 25 22
a. Prehmmary data. ’ “« ! - ' .
Table A.7 Structure of produchon -
(percentage of GDP)
’ - 1965 1973 1980 1985 ;' 1987 1988 19892
Agri- Agri- Agri- Agri- CAgri- Agri- Agri-
. _ cul- ndus- | cul- Indus- - cud- Dwdus- cul- Indus- cul- ludus- cul- Indus- cul- Indu
Country group ' lwre | “try - ture fry ture try ture try ture try ture try ture try
Low- and middle-incomeé . ' .

.economies ’ 31 31 24- 34 19 38 19 36 18 36 18 36 19 38
Low-income economics 44 28 38 32 33 37 3. 33 31 33 31 M 32 37
Middle-income economies 19 - 34 15 35 12 39 12 37 13 37 12 37 127 36

Severely indebted middle- - ! ‘
income economies 17 33 14 33 11 37 m .36 1 36 11 36 .. ..
Sub-Saharan Africa . 41 20 31 25 .28 32 .33 26 30 25 31 24 32 27
East Asia . 420 35 35 40- 29 44 27 41 i 25 42 24 43 24 4
_South Asia 44 21 43 19 35 22 31 24 ;29 24 30 23 32 26
Europe, Middle East, and : o o '
~ North Africa B “ 160 " 13 41 14 37 15 37 15 35 15
Latin America and the . '
Caribbean <16, 33 12 .33 10 37 10 37 10 37 10 37
High-income economies 5 42 4 37 3 37 3 34 37 3
. OECD members "5 .43 4 37 3 .36 3 ‘34 3 31
‘Other economies ce .. . .. .. . .. .. .
World - . - 10+ 40 8 37 7 3 6 35 5 32 .
. Oil exporters (excluding .
USSR) 13 48 10 54 14 38 13 14 35 14 35

+ a, Preliminary data.

"Source:

The World. Bank,

35

-World Development Report 1991
(Waghlngton, D.C.: World Bank 1991) Pe186s
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r -
" (average annual percentage clmnqc) ., ° . ) . . B A A
: 16

: Agriculture . Industry : ) Services ‘
Countrygroup . . 1965-73  1973-80 . 1380-8Y 1965-73  1973-80  1980-89 1965-73 1973-80 1980-89 .
Low- and middle-income.economies 3.1 2.5 ' 33 8.3 4.9 4,5 ° 7.3 6.4 3.5 B

Low-income economies 2.9 2.1 4.0 8.8 6.6 8.6 5.8 55 . 62 S
Middle-income economies 33 3.00 0 26 © 8.1 4.4 3.0 7.7 6.6 218
Severely indebted middle- : . : o : B
income economies - 2.8 32 T2 7.4 5.9 1.5 7.3 5.9 1.9
Sub-Saharan Africa. : 2.4 1.1 20 104 4.3 0.7 34 42 2.3
East Asia . S 32 2.5 5.2 124 . 94 ° 104 - .98 7.2 . 7.7
South Asia - 31 2.2 2.9 39 5:5 6.7 4.0 5.3 63
Europe, Middle East, and North : ‘ ' : o
Africa - .. e 029 .. .. 3.1 . e 27 \H
Latin America and the Caribbean 28 33 19 75 5.4 1.6 7.5 5.8 1.6
High-income economies o023 1.5 10.9 1.9 2.1 12.6 0.7 31
OECD members : . 25 1.3 10.9 . 1.7 22 7 126 0.6 31
Other economies - e C - .. .
World ’ ) 2.4 0.2 2.6 10.6 2.3 2.4 12.1 1.2 3.2
. Oil exporters (excluding USSR) - 4.1 2.7 5.4 9.8 1.4 -1.1 - 7.9 9.8 1.9
Table A.9 Growth of export volume p . . R r )
(avcrage annual percentage change) . . . ] .
A N ~
Counl_ry and commaodity group ) L 1965-73 - 1973-80 1980-87 1987 1988 1989
_Low- and middie-income economics b5 35 - 4.0 10.9 © 98 . 49
- Primary goods ' ' 4.0 - 1.2 2.8 4.1 41, 27
" Food , o 25 4.9 34 11.6 -5.1
"Fuels 5.3 - =08 . 1.8 -4.2 7.2
Nonfood primary - 2.4 .34 © 0.3 -3.1 8.6
Metals and minerals 5.4 7.3 1.3 8.6 -0.4 .
Manufactures _10.9 . 13.0 . 7.0 20.4 14.7 2.4
Low-income econonties 10.4 3.5 4.2 ©7.7 9.1 6.0
Primary goods ' 12.7 1.4 0.8 ©=3.2 0.1° 5.1 -
Food ) o 0.6 3.9 3.7 7.1 -3.3
Fuels. 4 ’ 23.6 ~0.1 -0.5 . =70 6.3
Nonjood pnmary 6.4 26 . -0.3 -10.0 -4.9
Metals and mmerals Se. - 6.6 5.6 -1.6 10.7 . -5.7 S
* Manufactures e . 10.3 10.2 21.6. 18.9 - 86
Middle-income economics 3.9 " 35 4.7 119 10.0 4.5
Primary goods . <21 1.2 3.6 6.7 5.6 1.9
Food e . - 30 53 N 3.3 13.1 -5.6
Fuels 1.8 -1.2 29 29 77
Nonfood primary : 1.3 3.2 - 0.6 -0.5 13.7
Metals and minerals 5.0, -84 2.2 8.1 1.1
Manufactures ' B % 13.9 6.0 20.0 113.2
Severely indebted mlddle income S )
-econonties ) © 0.6 2.8 " 36 8.2 12.1 -0.6
Primary goods ) C-14 0.9 125 T4 Lo =14 N
-Manufactures - 15.6 10.9 - 74 20.7 . 23.9 " 4.9
Sub-Saharan Africa~ C 42 ©-0.2 -1.8 6.0 T 2.7 0.9
. Primary goods - 14.7 - -0.8 o220 2.4 4.4
Manufactures - - . 5.8 ) 9.7 . 2.4 28.4 -9.2 .. N
East Asia S 10.6 94 - .96 132 1.4° 6.3
Primary goods 8.4 5.0, 4.6 -3.3 -0.8 o
Manufactures 28.3 : 17.1 : 13.8 . 25.0 . 18.2 0.7
* South Asia T 02 45 5.4 120 8.5 106
Primary goods -1.9 2.1 3.7° -3.3 -22
Manufactures - 1.1 6.3 6.2 22.8 11.3
' : C 87
Source: The VJorld Bank World Develoom nt Revort 191 e

(Washlngton, D.C.: World BanK 1991) p.i87.
l ..
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F: Table 1 — Types of African Political Systems -~ ¢ ! o o
N S : fo S Y S
. i ESTABLISHED EMERGING °  ~ DIRECTED . ‘CONTESTED '
o DEMOCRACIES - 'DEMOCRACIES’ . DEMOCRACIES™ SOVEREIGNTY
Botswana ‘Benin . Egypt’ Ethiopia -
Gambia Cape Verde Morocco  © . Liberia
Mauritius Sio Tomé & *© Zimbabwe Somulia
Namibia Principe . Western Sahura ’
Senegal : o -
REGIMES JN TRANSITION - DEMOCRATIC COMMITMENT | .
Strong Moderate | © "Ambiguous AUTHORITARIAN ~
Congo * Angola Algeria | Djibouti
Cote d’Ivoire Burkina Faso Burundi * . Equitorial Guinea B
Gabon - Guinca-Bissau - Cameroon. . Libya
- N Nigeria v Mali - Central African - Maluwi
Zambia Mozambique Republic . Sudan
Niger -, : Chad Swaziland
Rwunda Comoros Islands
Sierra Leone Ghana
South Africa Guineu B
Toge Kenyva
Tunssia :Lesotho . -
Ugunda Madagascar
- . .. . Mauritania
. ) Tanzania
’ Laire
““Nations in the process of institutionalizing democracy.
“Systems in which formalsinstitutions and practices of constitutionsl democracy are present.
but in which the extensive powers of the ruling clite fimit political panicipation.
Souree: /\/}‘il('(l Deémos. Quly 1991), published” by the African Govemance Program of the
V Carter Center of Emory Univershiy. | . '
The Kenyan, scholar  Petér  Anyang Nyong'o captured the
twocontrasting perspectives on the démocratic movement in Africa when ce e
she observed that the movement appears “homegrown from the point of
’ " view of its advocates -and foreign-imposed from the point of view of the
, defenders_of the single-party regime.”™ Indeed. complaints about the

“imposition of external models of democracy on Africa now seem 10
come mainly from ecither officials and apologists of the embatiled
regimes or unswerving ideologues. Most advocates of democracy, on the
other hand, are pleased that foreign governments and international
agencies ure a1 last supporting the struggle for political pluralism and
\\'ill-\dm\‘yingrlheir support from autocrats and dictators. ' .
Although the democratic movement in Africa first burst into the
headlines i 1990, it is not exactly new. nor js-it merely an echo of
events elscwhere in the world." Students of Africa can trace the roots of
its democratic movements to individuals and organizations that have been

The Rebirth of Politicsl’

‘Sources” rRichard Joseph, 'Afrlca: Ny VOla2. No.d Fall

Freedom' in Journal of Democr
1991, pel12-
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