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ABSTRA

Q

s

There is a grﬁﬁing increage in family violence in
Wigeria, and in paﬁ;ioular incidence of wife abuse.
Yet, the N’igarian" 'SOéieﬁ;y hag not developed sérious
concern to the plight of women who are abused by their
spouses. The Federal, S%ate and Jpocal gqvermnén'ts do
not channel enough regources and € fforts 4o alleviate
the problem, Becauée of the rige in ;-rife abuse cases
and the lack of public interest, it is important to
arcuse public interest on the matter by collecting and
disseminating information on the néture, caugses and
-effects of wife abuse, and to determine what can be done
by thz government, professional gocial workers,and the
genral public to cheeck the incidence. Such ish the
goal of the present study.

The study was based on a sample survey of 580
married men and womsn out Ofééﬁ& 1,316 case of wife
abugse reported to the Ngukka“Ivcal sovernment Social
Welfare agency between 1985 and 1991. The instrument
compriged of both the sbructured questionnaire and the
interview schedule aimed 2+ finding: (i) whether family
violence is a behaviour learned in the family and ftrang-

nitted across generations, and (ii) the relationship



between socizl class and wife abuse'using Ngukka
Iocal government as a case study,

‘The data colleéﬁed wefe analysed using percahta—
ges while the hypotheses were tested using the chi-
square (X2) statistic. The findings show that men
that belong to lower éocial clags abuse their wives
more than those in the upper class. It was also found
that majority of the men (80%) that grew up in violent
homeg in turn become abusive hushandsg.

Pinally, the study noted that the services received
by abused women and their abusers in the social welfare
agency are not sufficient in alleviating their problems,

and made gome racommendations on how to remedy that.
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CHAPTER ONE:

1.1 INTR ODUCTION

Violence océurs‘ﬁithin an interactional framework
of guperordinate and subordinate relationships that tie
hushands, wives and children into the domestic egbabli-
shment called the home. According o Denzin (1984 :486),
this interactional order mirrors and reflects the ecbno—
mic, cultural, social, and ideological contradictions
and tensions of the broader society. The cultural,
social and economic factors may place the male in the
dominant authority position in this structure, trans-
forming him into the master of the homé and his spouse
a gervant -~ mistress. When the understandings that
wnderlie this interactional order aré broken, violence
is produced.

Yargaret Elbow (1977:515) opined that violent
marriages are characterized by rigid role expectations,
voor communicationy. pattern, isolation, an inability
t0 accept respongibility for one's own thoughts,
feelings ani actions. In such families, love means
possession of ego fusgion. Disagreement is ééﬁated with
nostility, discipline is interpreted to mean +he right
0 control by force. The idea of negotiation is reje-

cted as loss of authority or giving in. Needs arnd wants
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are viewed as unwarranted demands. and expression of
Peelings signifies weakness: loss of conirol and
ultimately wviolenge,

Some individuals living in violent homes are
caught -in a trap of terror and nissery The victimg,
usually women, do not exprESS their problems unless thsyyﬁ
they afe asked about it in an emphatic manner. At First ;f
the victim maybe shy and suffused with feslings of guilt.
She fears that people will not believe her story or that
her hugband may.beat'her if’éhe talks. Even if ghe acknOWu
ledfes that she has.beén abused, she may not know how to
act aﬁd what sterxs to take. Often financial dependeuce
is her biggest preﬁlem.

Btiologicsl factors of marital violsnce inclule
general soeciocultural pr@séures such as poverty, s%ereo~
typed sexual rvole sbcializaﬁion, alcohnol and drug abuse
etc. Abusd ‘women exverience strangulations, punches on
the face, fhé:atomach'and the breast, bone injuries of
all sorts and other bizzarre attacks from their spouses.

Given this scenario, there is the need to properly
wderstand and discuss the factors that predispose men
to physicaliy'abuse their wives., Also, there is the need
to identify relevant socisl work services to help improve

the gituation of abused women in Nsukka Ioeal government



area as well as in othsr varits of Niceria,

115 STATEMENT OF PROBIEM:

In Nigeria, there bas been a growing problem for
social workers in most social welfare agencies to artiéug
late programmes that can effectively sélvage abused
"women or to imprové their situation. This problenm has
continued to linger, and hag been'aggravated becauge
gocial workers have not been able to develops new:msthods
of helping violent couples to reduce or eradicate their
viclent tendencies.

In gsome caseg, the services rendercd by social
workers to violent coupleg remain vague because the gene-
sig of the problems leading to violence are not propverliy
understood and analysed.

The intensification of the problems of wife abuse
resul ting from a shalloyknowledge of the subject matter
and hence lack of relevant interventive techniques by
gocial workers, precipitated the decision of the resear—
cher, as a practising social worker, to set out for a
research study of understanding what is wife a@use and
what social workers can d © to help abused w-omen improve
their sitwation.

The research into this problem was motivated by the

feeling that more effective servicesg to alleviate the
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sufféring of women who are constantly physicallyjabused

by thelir husbands have £0 be developed in this medern
period in Nigeria. Time has gone when the effectiveness
of social services rendered to clients by s ceial workers
was taken for granted, it has to be demonstrated,
researched and proved. Thus, the pergistence of ﬁhe‘
following gquestions when one witnesses the kind of inhumn
treatments violent husbands mete out on thelr gpouses by .
- way of physical abuse had been agitating the mind of the
regearcher thus:

(2) what is wife abuse? What class of.men abuge

their wives more in society?

(b) uhat actually breaks the bond of love between

a husband and wife that can escalate o open
physical abuse?

(¢) what can socizal workers do to help salvage

abused women and their husbands?

To answer these questions, the study focused on the
understanding of the concept of wife abuse and the iden-
tification of case work programmes to help abused women
and their husbands. '

There are two contemporary cxplanations to wife abuse
according to Petersen (1980:390). One cites the sexist
structure and tradition of some society which awards &

husband ownership of and submissionsfrom a wife as the
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cause of wifa abuse. The normg and valuss in such
gocicties as in Nigeria, defina women as unequal and
subordinate to mea. The second theory looks at the
economic structure in these societies as limiting the
" opportunities of women towards self-sustenance.

In contrast to this theoryof the sexist s%rucﬁure
of society is the explanation proposed by Richard Gesllesg

(1981 :50). Gelles argues that family violence is a

response t0 the stress that originates in the social
structure of societies. Stress sugh as unempioyment,
poverty, and unfulfilled social roles. These lead to
Cindividual frﬁstration and congequently violence.  He
submitted that because structural stress affects the lower
class to a disprovortionate extent, family violence will
occur‘thére to a disproportionate extent. Grelles, fhere»
© fore, provosed two preconditions for family violence -
structural étress and a socialization experience that tea-
cheg the individual that violence is an apéropriate re-
sponée t0 stress. This socialization/social structural
theory of wife abuse proposed by Gelles has never been
subjécted to empirical study, using the social cultural
background of Wigeria. This ig the reason behind this
régearch endeavour.

On the other hand, Olshanky (1962:189) and Wallace (

(1972:312) carried out studies of violent couples in
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England and came out with the result that violence was

more amonz the lowey classes of English couples: than
the higher classes. Wallace confirmed that the rate of
gecretion of the hormone called corticestercid which

determines the level of a person's reaction t0 stress

 and violence differed between ke higher and lower classes.

According to0 him, eouples studied among the high class
families had moderate secretion Of corticosteroid hormo-
nes, and were hetter relaxed to cope with stress. For the
lower classes according.to him,‘they experienced hyper
secretion of corticosteroid hormones, which contributed to
their increased aggressive teandensles, They vesoted vie=
lently to any stress. This wés the stage Wallace empha-
sigsed that a couple could mistakenly harm one another only
to regret their action when the level of gorticosteroid is.,
lowered. »

Again, Willard (1982:37), obssrved that physical
viclence was gseeén among people of all ages, socloccononic
and educational levels in America. He however, identified
wife beating to be more among the lewer socio economic
level of society because of the "culturé of poverty".

He concluaad that lower socioeconomic groups were nofed

for using yelling, screaming, intimidation and physical
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violence on all family interactions requiring finance

o Wigeria according t0 Enwereji (1989), wife bea-
ting is common as a2 result of the tradition which awards
8 husband the implicit control and submission from a wife
A man can physically abuse his wife on a very slight Provo-
tion.

_In Nsukka Iocal government area, marital violence is
a frequent occurance. (ase records available in the Social
Welfare Agency Nsukka ihdicate that betwsen 1985 aﬁi 1991,
a total of 3,290 marital cases were reported, of this
figure, 1, 316 or (40%) were caseg of spouse abuse.

In 1991 alone, of the 511 marital casés recorded in the
Ageney, 235 or (46%) were based on wife abuse, However,
only 4 of the 1,316 cases of wife abuse recorded in the
Sgency between 1985 and 1991 or about 435 cases were succe-
ssfully handled while the rest are pending.

- Using the above statistics, the specific focus of this
study becomes apparent. The causeg of wife abuse, and the
relationship between socialization, sociél clags and wife
abuse in Nsukka local government area, as well as relevant
social work programmes to0 help abuged women will be pro-

vided by this study.



1. 3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

To further articulate the research problem, the -

following guestions come to mind.

(1)

(2)

(4)

(5)

1.4

What is the nature of wife abuse in Nsukka Tocal
governmenta rea? |

Wnat class of men abuse their wiveg in Nsukka

Iocal government area ?

What are the reasons for tke abuse? Is it a learned
behaviour? Is it due to frustration resulting from
sconomic or social problems facing married‘mén?'

Do wonen who are abused by their spouses report
their experiences to the appropriate quariters for
help?

What forms of social work intervention are there

to assist abused women as well as their spouses

in the gocial welfare agency? -

OBJECTIVE OF 3TUDY

This work is intended t o make a comprehengive exg-

mination of the subject matter of wife abuse fronm a

vari ty of point of views. It has five main objectiveg:

(i)

to give an indication of what is known of wife abuse,

and to put this knowledge in a social work perspective:

(ii) to investizate whether or not wife abuse is
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a behaviour learned from childhood; (iii) to determine
the relationship betwéén wife abuge and gocial class in
Nsukka Iocal goverament avea: (iv) tc consider appro-
-priate intervention programmes to help victims of wife
abuse based on the Predominant causes of abuse in Nsukka
Local governmentarea: (v) to contrivute to a long-term
process of education for both soecial workers and other

relevant professionals,

1.5 SIGNIPICANCRE OF STUDY
.This work is inteanded to be of both theoretical and
practica; signifiéance,A
Theoretically, the work tends to investigate some
of thé exigting theories of Wife abuse, as well ag the
verification of exigting theories in Nigeria. Thus, the
study shall serve és a reference point for future research
endeavours on the subjsct. Also, the reseéééh“has the
potentials of enriching the existing literature 6n the
subject of wife abuse. |
" The practical significance of the study is the devia-
tion from merely discussing the theoretical'causeé of wife
abuse;%%nnégeﬁerecommﬁndations of social work interventiors
o help abusedwomen and also treat théir abusive husbends.

Also the research will be of practical relevance to the
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current Family Support Programme (FSP) in Nigsria
which focuses on the family as an agent of socioeconomic

change in society.

1.6 SCOPE OF 3TUDY:

. The study is located in Nsukka Ilocal government
area, Nsukka Iocal government area is made up of six-
teen communities namely:~ Alor-Uno, Anuka, EBdem, Hde-
Oba;la, Eha-Alumona, Fha-Ndiagu, Ibagwa-Agu, Ibagwa-Ani,
Iejja, Nsukka urban, Obimo, Obukpa, OCkpaligbo, Ckpuje,
Okutu, and Opi

The five communitizg selected for the study are
AlorsUno, Iejja, Nsukka urban town, Cbukpa, and Okpuje.
They were selected because they recorded the highest
number of cases of wife abuge ag contained in the records
of the Nsukka Social Welfare Agency between 1985 and 1991.
The regpondénts for the study are drawn from the five
‘communities. The respondents are married men and women
whose case of wife abuse are recorded in the Social Welfare

Agency Nsukka.
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1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS:

1. The term "Spouse®” is to be understood to mean

a husband or wife,

2. "Wife" - Thig means 2 mrried woman
3, "lMarital partner". This means either a spouse or
a cohabitee.

4. The term "Spouse assault"” i's defined as the use of
physical attack by one spouse or another such as slapping,
pushing; kicking or'throwing of an object with tx intent
to inflict bodily harm.

5. A "pattered or abused wife" is defined as any woman
who has received deliberate severe and repeated demonstra-

ble physical injury from her marital partner. The term

" 'demonstrable" physical injury' is limited to abused

women who have been physically assaulted. This does not
mean that psychological cruelty is considered of no con-
sequences. But for the purpose of this study, wife abuse B '
limited {0 physical wviolence only.

6. "Yiolence" is one part of the broad term abuge.
Violence gpecially refers to the use of physical force

by one spousge oh another,

7. The term "family wviolence" means the threat or actual
uge of force or physical force between members of & nuclear

family.
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8. By Social clags we mean social groupings measured
'by a person's annuval income, education, employment condi-
tion or occupation. In this study, emrhasis is on the
social class of the man rather than th¢ woman because

it is his soecial class that determines the abuse on

the woman.

9. "Upper class", These are individuals in society who
are highly placed in relation to either material wealth
or income, education and enhanced soecial status. For
the purpbse of this study, "upper class" family means

a family in which the husband enarning -about ¥i5,000.00
and above per annum, and having atbtained post secondary
education and hold a minimum of first degree or its
equivalent. They are engaged in management, professios-
nal and alied jobs.

10. "Middle elass" These are individuals that earn
between ¥HZ,000.00 and ¥14,000.00 per annum, and attained
Secondary School education and hold the Senior Seiesdiary
School Certificate or its equivalent. They are engaged -
in clerical jobs and semi-gkilled jobs. In this’ study
however, the middle class of both the man and woman is
not emphasised upon

11. "lower (Class", These are individuals who earn

below #8,000.00 per annum, They are not formerly educa-

ted or attained not more than primary school education
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and hold the First School leaving Certificate.

They are engaged in unskilled oy manual works or are

not employed at all. Also, it is the lower c¢lags of
the men that are of significance +to this study.

12. "Socialization®™. This mean the process of inter~
nalizatioh of norms, valuseg, mores, and customs from

a person’'s famiiy of origin or mréents. For this study,
the term applies to those individuvals whose parents
have incidences of wife abuse which they have imbibed.
13. "Soeial work intervention®". This impliss the process
of bringing changes in a deteriorating social situation
and relationships. !'Case work intervention' is s human
relaticn service given to social welfare clients.

It contains inter-personal interaction designed prima-
»ily %6 enliance or encoursge snd discover the objective
ways or means of solving the problem successfully
(Turner 1979:185). The social worker's task is +o
regpond to the realities of the client by helping to
contrel his situation so as to enable him work towards
greater fulfilment of life objectives and goals.

14. "Sufficient Scocial service". This means the percepti-~

on of the clients on how they were treated in the social
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welfare agency which include: ¢oungelling, referryasl
to either hospitals or police, provision of she lters

or gecurity etc.

1.8 LIMITATIONS OF STUDY

There were crrtain limiftations to this study.

One major limitation was the dearth of indigenous
Wigerian literature on the subject of wife abuse.

This affected the work as the researcher was forced t0
concentrate on foreign authors who had done some workl
on wife abuge and family vioclence,

&wh%'mecmmhmﬂmsdrmnﬂlﬂmssmﬂrﬁuam
only to the population of abuged women and their abugive
men surveyed. Thus, this population was not compared
with the general population in the sampled commnities
for & balanced analysis. This was because of the inabi-
1ity of the researcher to obtain the general population
of the sampled communities,

Finally, there was the initial problem of eliciting
information from the yespondents. This was however
overcome because the regearcher himself is a social worker
in the social welfare agency and had had formal intera-
ctions with the regpondents. |

Ingspite of these limitations, the reseérch wag

completed.
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CHAPTER TYO

LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature will be reviewed un&er the following
headings:

1. Wife abuge in Nigeria

2. Theories of the causation of wife abuse:
(2) Socioccultural theories
(b) DPsychological theories

3. Characteristics of abused women and their
batterers

4. The wife abuse syndronmeg

5. Social VYork practical effect on wife abuse.

2.1 WIFE ABUSE IN NIGERIA

In Nigeria, there is a dearth of indigenous work on
spouse abuse, This posed some problems. However, avai-
lable materials were reviewed.

Fhygical abuse of women in some Nigerian homes can
be attributed to the tradition which awards a husband the
implicit control and submission froma wife. According
to Enwereji (1989), a man can inflict corporal punish-
ment upon his wife for leaving the house withoubt permi
ssion, keeping bad company, drinking alcohol and cooking

bad food or cooking late.
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In a workshop ofganised by the Iegal Research

" and Regource Dsvelopment fentre, Iagos on 15th February,
1992 on "Violence against Women", itwas agreed that
gender violence is common to both literate and illite-
rate Nigerians. The workshop also observed that violence
against women though a universal phenomena, is of particu-
lar interegt to the Nigerian women who have suffersd
centuries of untold viclence from her male counterpart

due to harsh cultural practices (Ifezulike, 1992:13).

The workshop algoe identified what constitutes
violence to women in Nigeria, among which is vape, wife
battering, foreced early marrisages, femaie child labour,
and sexual harvagsment. Obthers include female circumci-
sion, marital rape, and certain cultural attitudes and
practices such as harassunent and beating of women by
masquerades during festival periods.

. The workshop further agreed that men hide under
the cloak of religion and culture to met out violence on
women, They usually miginterprete the Bible and the Quoran
to lend credence to their violent acts against women,
For example, the workshop argued "the Biblical belief that
the woman was created from the ribs of the man is an

oppressive belief which has often led to wife beating®.
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2.2 THECRIES OF THE CAUSATION OF WIPK ABUSE

Wumerous theories about the causes ofw ife abuse
have been proposed by notable scholarg, Some of
theorists like (Flick, 1981) looked at the problem from
historical roots; Fatriarchal and culture (Dobash and
Dobash, 1981), Sociological factors (Gelles, 1981),
(steinmetz 1981), (Straus 1981 ); Masochism and other
intra psychic personality characteristies (Gayford,
1981), (Snell and Resenwald, 1981); (Starr, 1980),
among others.

Thege theories were developed out of the different
approaches, oiten reflectiﬁg the training and Socio-
cultural background of their proponents in both Europe
and America. For the purpose of this study the theories
shall be grouped into two: (a) Sociocultural and
(b) Psyechological perspectives.

(a) Sociocultural Theories of Wife Abuse

Straus (1981) was among the sociologists who wrote
about the kind of sociocultural conditions Shat faci‘li-'
tate domestic violence. He saw sex-role stereotyping and
sexigsm, as well as cu;ﬁ.i;ux-a.l acceptance ofall violence in
the name of diseipline‘,, as uwnderlying factors. Because of

the deeply embedded nature of domestic violence, Straus
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called for a progrémmslof primary prevention as an
important step in the elimiuation of the problem.

Also, Nicholes (1979:27) contends that acquiescence
in wife abuse my be historically rooted in the Emgllsh
Common Iew which gave the husband a right to chastlse
his wife., Although such Suatusesfare now abgolets, .
the fact is that many women are still being abused by
their husbands. Eicholes further describes in detail
how & patriarchal society generally affects women.
Relétive'to abuge he says “"emotional responses to vio-
ience against women in patriérc%y is often curiously
ambivalent, r@ferences to wife abuse for example inva-
riably producéé laubhterzand some nmbarassment"'
Patriarchal social systemn sudh as in Nigeria are marked
by supremscy of wmen and the 1egal dependence of wives
and children. -

Sociclogists have-tried 0 look at several other
theories besides theucultural.legitimization of violencé
“in the family. The whole body of literature which aunaly-
ses the use and abuse of power has had interssting appli-
cation to the undarstaﬁding of power dynamics beitween |
violent spouses (Stahly, 1981). Arguements have also

been put forth by Walker (1981), that men who beat their
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wives have fewer rgsburees than their women, and SO
ruling by physical strength allows them to balance power.
The limited resourees attributed to men ineludé poor
verbal gkill less edunecation, lower income, greater
stress, and more sexual dysfunctions. 3Bat this theorxry
has placed a derogatory status on men, implying that
they do not have adequate behavioural controls when
adverse social conditions oceur.

Punctionalists models also predict t hat there should
be a high incidence of violence where the husband is in
less well rewarded Jjob. The man's inability to achisve
the conventional goals in gocliety and to perform his role
Qf breadwinner may lead to TFrustration and hencs aAZgrS -
ssion; compulsive ﬁasculigity, criticism from the wife,
all of which may result into violence (Martiﬁ, 1979:110).

A systems approach to the subject of violence in
the family on the other hand holds that violence is
" learned and reinforced in ¢ hildren through exanmple in
the f anily and the mass media, Accorﬂing to Henry (1979)
when the c¢child grows up and encounters frustrating contemts
in adult life, particularly in marrisge, he will tend to
use the violent behaviour he has learned as a solution,
and use it on his own wife and children who he has learned

are vietims.



20

According to Gelles (1981), the home is seen as
a general instifution in society unusually prone to
induce stress and violence, The family demands a highly
diffused and enduring commitment from which it is diffi-
culty to opt out., TFamily memberg meet freéquently in
cloge interaction, and issues are raised which may not
neceéssarily be resolved to everyone 's statisfaction, and
hence conflict is bownd 4o arise,

(b) DPsychological Theories of Wife Abuse

The earliest studies on domestic violence were con-
cerned with the strength of the bonding between the nen
and the women involved. Afier observing that women
repsatedly returned to abusive husbands, only to recelive
more violence, psychologists concluded that theve must
be a flay, in these women's personality development.
Bscause of the intense sexuality often seen in thesge
couples and the comtinued presence of the feeling of love
(in addition to other feelings) these women were labeliled
"masochistic"". TDeutsch (1964 :20) describes the instin-
ctual development of the female personality as a biolo=-
gical process, ¢ssentially wnaffected by social pressures
and complementing the same course in mest cultures,
Deutsch identified female masochism as the personality

type pertinent to the discussion of wife abuse. This is
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. . ]
the type of woman who seeks, or accepts punishment or
suffering as a‘condi*cion for love.

Deutsch further axgued that some gocial workers
believe that the woman who is abused "asked for it".
'O-I;hei’s according vo her are self congeious and defeﬁsive
and afraid of being judged as being allied with feminism.
The result is that case workers'® feeclings of anger and
frustration are often silenced, and the client's expe-
rience played down in such away as to alter reality.
This, In turn serves Lo rs:ini‘olrce the client’s task of .
self egtecem and supports the system in which the violent
behavicur is occuring. Pefhaps the inabllity of social
:forkez;s t¢ rocognise and therefore effectively‘ treat
wife abuge, agcountg, to sconme degree the limited
J.ifaz-aﬁuxe on the gubjeect.

Plorence Hollis, an extremsly influencial theorist

promotes the orthodox Frewdian view on the issue of female

magoehism: This view was summrized by Faren Horney

(1973 215=17) :=

The siecific satisfaction sought and found
in female gex 1life and motherhood are of

& magochistic nature. It follows that if
most women are magochistic in their
attitude towards sex and reproduction, they
would undubitably reveal masochistic trends
in their own sexuval abttitudes towards life.
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Such views militate against action aimed at either
eduvecating women against the accepbtance of violence or
removing them from it. The social ﬁorker is encouraged
to see violence ag inevitable and to believe Tt women who
afe abused may well subconsciously "provokeY, "need",, or
even enjoy it (Deutsch 1964:20).

Somé gscholars blame marital violence on the woman.
Snell (1981:25) make the gweeping s tatement that wonmen
who ave abused are aggressgive, effecient, masculine, and
sexually frigid. The idea is very convinient ag it
allowg the dismissal of cages, as described, with tle
widely inaccurate implication that women enjdy their
beating.

It is hard to see how any human being can enjoy
having her eyes blackensd, her te¢eth or nose broken,
and her ribs or abdomen kicked. Tn fact, Scott (1979 :36)
would argue that abused wives do not enjoy their suffering,
in fact, very mucgﬁgaverse. The term "masochistic"
according £0 him is ever used and rarely applied to the
fantasy concepts of assault and domination., The first
taste of reality”willzkill the fantasy and all the suppo-
sed enjoyment.

Psychological theorists would belisve that all acts

of violence are due to frustration or provocation.
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According to Dollard (1944:30), different levels of
frustration could be tolerated by each man. This might
vary from time 4o time and in different external and
emotional circumgstances., He opined that it would be
possible to place men on a continuum from high frustra-
tion tolerance to low frustration tolerance. The men
of low frustrétion tolerance are more likely to be provoked
to violence in the marital relationghip. Women could be
placed on a secale according to their provocation level
which again could vary according to exlternal and emotional
circumstances. There could be women of low to high provo-
cation rate. If men with high frustration tclerance are
raiyed with women of high provocation rate, viclence is
not-likely to arise, but if women of high provbeatian
rate are paired with men of low frustraticn tolerance,
such a combination is likely to trigger off violsnce4'

For Dollard (1944:32) closer examination of the
man of low frustration tolerance and the womn of high
provocation rate seenms necessary, This type of man has
an aggressive personality. which maybe marked in many
ways. It may give rise to many useful qualities, or
simply reésult to be quickly gratified. Some of these

men may have high sophisticated veneer, while othersg are on
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crude, some are useful citizens while others are
idle layabouts.

Ferha ps the most promising theories of wife abuse
are those based on social learning, Walker (1981:49),
submitted that the learned helplessness model is based
on lsarning that the voluntary responsecs do not produce
exp: cted outcome, resulting in deficits in three
domaing: motivational, cognitive, and emotional domain.

Iearned helplessness is a phenomenon observed by
Yeligman (1981 :42) while studying the effects of
relationghip of fear to instrumental learning. He demon-
strated when exposged ;l;o sitwtions where there is
independence between the organism's response and the
reinforcement, the organism devopes the expectation that
its action are efficacious in manipulating the environ-
ment. This helps feeling then, - preactively interfers
with productive behaviour in new situwations.

This theory'isjgérticular relevance to wife abuse
and domegtic violence in general. If women learn that
they cannot control awversivesoutcomes, such as bsing
beaten, y¢t also learn that they need a man to taks care
of them, helplessness and paralysis can result. During
the sex~role gocialization, some women may "1eafn" that

they are subordinate to man. They also learn that their
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identity will depend on their relationship with a male

in marriage. Such women are thus conditioned to give

up the power of being in charge of their own lives and

become dependent on men,

%vé CHARACTERISTICS OF ARUSED WOMEN AND THEIR

BATTERERS

Walker (1981 :52) identified ten characteristics of

abused women and their men batterers as follows :-

- Abugsed Women

1. Iow s+l1f estsem 1

2. TPelieves all myths about 2
abugive relationship

3. Is a traditionalist in 43
the homs, strongly
believing in family
unity and the prescri-
‘bed family- sex-—
steraotyrps

4, Accepts responsibility 4.
for the abusers action :

5. Sufferg from gulit yet 5.
denieg the terror and

anger she feelg.

6. Pregents a passive face 6.

to the world but has
strength to manipulate
her environment so she
does not get killed

7. He has several stress 7.
reactions with psycho-
logical complaints

Abugers

Iow gelf ssteem

Believes all mythsg about
abusive prelationship.

Is a traditionalist in
the home strongly
believing in male
supremacy and the
stereotypical masculine
sex-role in the family.

Blames othergs for the
action

Is pathologically jealoug
andpinstru%tive %n%o his
woman ‘s life.

Presents a2 duval perso-
nality

Has several stress reac-
tions during which he
uses drinking and wife
beating to cope.
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Abused Women dbusers
a
8 Uses sex as/way 8. Uses gex as anact of
to establish intimacy aggression frequently

to overcome impotence
or bi-gexuality

9. Treated as "dady's"™ 9. Suffered from child

little girl as a abuse or neglect as
child a child.

10. Believes no one will 10, Does not believe his -
be able to help her violent behaviour
ragolve her predica- should have negative
ment except hersself. congsequence.

9.4 THE WIFE ABUSE SYNDROMES

Elbow (1977:545~526( documenied four patterns of
behaviour, personality and family relationship chara-
cteristics. The four'behaviour ratterns or gyndronmes
are of help to profegsional social workers to tailor

their intervention plans to meet the needs of couples.
She also explained how anger, pain, or frustration

become rage leading to violence is of primary concern

in attempting to éxplaiu the abuse phenomenon. She
therefore presented the following theoretical propo-
sitions to explain the wife abuéﬁ phenomenon s-

(1) The human being and the family are systems which
attempt to maintain equilibrium or state of ‘homeow :
stagis, and develop (learn) coping mechanism t0 maintain

the homeostasis.
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2, Threats to honeostasis may be intermal, external

or both,

%, If the usual coping mechanism fail and tension

is not relieved, it becomes progressively more difficult
to maintain 2 sense of well being and control. As the
individual finds it more difficult to control or dis-—
charge aggressive feelings, he is likely to experience
ego rupture and become violent.

4, Viblence arises from.a sense of helplessness or
powerlessness.,

According to Elbow (1977:515-526), the categoriza-
tion of ;a:;buses into four syndromes is baged on the emo-
tional need ceniral toeach gyndrome. Homeos'tasis-is
naintained_& if the basic need is met. The syndromeg are
referred to 'é,s: CONTROLLFR, DEFENDER, APPROVAL SEEEERR,
AND INCORPORATOR. ;

But before the discussion of the syndromes, the
emotional needs sequel to homeogtasis need to be high—-'~
ilighted. The emotional neceds basic for tha~maintenanc¢
of homeogtasis ares AUICNOMY, PROTECTION, CONFIR?MTION,
AND AFFIRMATION,

AUTONOMY : Controlling self by controlling others.

The controller does not experience gself control, he
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depends upon stronger, external control which he rever-
ség, and discounts as invalid, He coﬁstantly strives
towvards self control which t0 him means not allowing any-
one or anything to stand on his way. Imposition of
limits by others is not tolerated. |

PROTEQTION: Stricking before being attacked, In contrast

to the controller, the defender has internalized controls
in that he acknowledges that limits exist. If his
desires come into conflict with internalized limits, he
experiences harm., To fend off harnm, he harms the person

who symbolizeg the threat to his well-being,

AFPIRMATION: Validating of being. The Incorporator has it

little, if any, sense of who he k. Therefdre, he geeks
validation by incorporating others into his personality.
Whereas the Approval secker looks at others t0 strengthen
his sense of self worth, the Incorporator sees self in

the behaviour of others; that is, a good wife makes a good
husband .

THE FOUR ABUSE SYNDROMES

THE QONTROLLER :~ The controller gets his way by convineing

others through his persvasive abilities, threats, or by
use of forece, The controller may be described as éonfi—
dent and in control of his emotions and situations con-

fronting him. He is never to blame: and if he does not
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succeed, he projects blame, Relationship lack emotio=
nal reciprocity. If other persons set limits, they are

viewed as unfair demanding, and disloyal.

THE DEFENDER: The difference between the defender and

the controller is the basic anxiety from which behaviour
arises. The defender is not afraid of being harmed.

To the defender, the mate is one both to guard against
and to proteét. The defender needs his mate to cling

to him so that he can feel that he is strong. He is

not interested in controlling but in rescueing and pro-
fecting. The wife of the defender symbolizes a person
who agsumsd that he wag aggressive and motivated by male
violent forces.

THE APPROVAL SEEKER: The approval seecker has high expee—

tation of himself. He is frequently viewed by otherg as
an achiever, but he seldom feels satisfied with his
accomplishments. He often experiences depression and is
vulnerable to what he considers to be criticism. His
self egteem is contigent upon the acceptance and approval
of others and must be congtantly reinforced.

Incidents of abuse, both verbal and physical are
related to his feelings about himgelf, When his positive

gelf imsge is reinforced or confirmed, ne is less likely
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to abuse because he feels accepbtance by his mate.
r the other hand, when his esteen is low, he expects
rejection reaction.

THE INCORPORATOR: The incorporator can algo be congle

dered as a stage at which ego rupture becomes impenent .
Nonetheless, whether considered as a syndrome or a gtage
the individwal should be .considered potentially dangerous.
Iepression becomes the predominant feeling and may be
manifeste as clinging to the mate, public displays of
anger, threats to kill, depresgion or expression of
gsuicidal thoughts. Heavy use of alcohol or drugs may also
occur. The depresgion stems from his need to incorporate
the ego of another to experience self as a whole,

Children may also be extensions of the Incorporator's
ego and conseguently threats to his egquilibrium. Fregquen-
$1ly, the children are abused or neglected by him and the
more his wife attempts to compensate for his hostility,
the greater the thrzat of alienation. We cannot feel
ﬁalidated without his mate, and the depression increases.
He over gteps the bound of propriety anld may batter or
threaten his wife in the presence of family, friends, or

in +the public places.



Table 1:

THE POUR ABUSE SYNDROMES

Source : (Margaret Elbow 1977:515

Bagic Need

(homeostasis met when-{

need is fulfilled)
-

¥ Significance of mate

P

Mate Symbolizeg

Ioss of mte meang

A. Controller

Autonomy

",&"'Object of contfol

4
N

Parents who cone
trolled

Parental message:
Be controlled

Toss of contfol

(I cannot be in control

unless I control you)
Experiences shane

1

B. Defender

- e

4, Object to harm and be
't} loved and /for forgiven

1S
288

i

Seguctive and hostile Ioss of protection and .

Farents who encoura=-
ged asserveness but

punished it

Parental nmessage:
You are assertive
but don't be

acee ptance

(I cannot be an assers’

tive person without
you)

Experiences guilt
and anxiety

=

)

C. Approval Seeker |

v Reinforcement for

Condit ional love

Iogg of egteem

| self image Parents
" Confirmation/
Strengthen Parental message: (I cannot be as I
I love you if ... see myself unless
you see me as I
: want to be seen)
DD. Incorporator Part of self Parental love Iosg of gelf

Affirmtion/
Validate

Farental message:
You are part of me
so, I must love you

(I cannot be ie
exist without you)
Experiences ali-
nationand
emptiness
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2,5 SOCIAL YORY PRACTICAL EFFECT ON WIFE ABUSE

According to Jordan and Packman (1979:325),
working with family wviolence raises certain characte-—
ristic social work dilemmafin a particularly acuvte form:-
(i) VWhat are social worker's rights to intervene, and
what proteétion do families have agéinst undue interfe-
rence and Tinvasion of their privacy? (ii) How can
iﬁdividual family ﬁsmbers ve protected from undwe
suffering and hardship without attracting stigma to
themselves and punishment to their persecutors?

(iii) 1Is 2 Social Worker who gets embroiled in a
vio'lent family s.i’cuation, or in its aftermath, capable
of making objective assessment, and of acting decisively
vet f2ily? (iv) 1Indeed, can understanding of the emo-
tional dynamics of conflict be effectively employed in
modifying its expregsion and mitigating its effects?

(v) Is Social work, therefore, a wviable form of inter-
vention in gsuch a situation, or is it a weak substitute
for more traditional approaches or for more thorough
going changes in the social order in soecirl provisions?

Jordan and Packman further contend that differeﬁt
capacities are requifed of individuvals in many Jjobs.
The policeman féreaxample is quite overtly an unambi-

guously agent of social control, His uniform and manner
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are plainly those of an official who is concerned with

law and order and with the suppression of conflict and
violence. But a social worker's role is anything bug
clsar-cut and simple., Unlike the policeman, the social
worker is unlikely to be dealing once and for all with

a single incident;‘he is usually expscted to take longer-
term responsibility fdr the family's welfare.

Continuing, the authors argue that there are, however,
many situations into which a soéial worker's intervention
(rather than that of a policeman) seem justifiable espe-
cially when the situation is not very clear, that is,
whether an a pproach based firmly on family counseling
may resolve the conflict or whether firmer action is
necessary . For them, in such situations, complexity of
role and of theoretical perepective cannot be avoided
or disclaimed:; they are essential features of social
work intervention.

To further demonstrate the place of socinl work
intervention in domestic wviolence, Starr (1980:340) con-
ducted a short role~lay using a group of second-year
students. The problem was for the students to stage a
a2 violent situation in the home and exaggerating certain
features of real-life situation in the process. A social

worker was at hand to direct and analyse the exercise
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in the end.

The consideration according to Starr was to
explore whether the fact of viclence or intimidation
was an important factor in the effectiveness of social
work intervention. Thus, he wag able to draw the
following conclusion as the role of social work in
family viclence and wife abuse:

In most levels of family violence the
Social Worker is probably welcomed as a
referse. Most fights are looking for an
ending, other wise they would result io
the serious injury or death of one of the
protagonist. In my experience, the wvery
presence of a social worker to '"hold the

ring", as distinet from a police-man in
uniform may calm the gituation down.

CONCLUSICN: Attempt has been made to present the

general existing views and findings about the subject of
wife abuse. Thus, it can be inferred from the revisew of
literaturs that there is an obvious link between,persé—
nality and family relationship characteristics and wife
abuse, Again, there is a relationship between social and
economic veriables and wife abuse. However, the extent to
which sociceconomic factors like education, income, and
oceupation can influence wife abuse using Nigerian
gsoclio~-cultural envircunment has not bsen inv@stigated
fully. The nesd to Fill this gap in knowledge is the

reason for embarking on this study.



It can also said that soeial work intervention

in any situation of family violence and wife abuse ean

e effective and sustaining. ﬁ»*wwwh

:‘.'?i'

Finally, this review of literature aagfmlped %

set the t}GOL@thdl base for future rcseafqh an% the

t‘

current research into perspective.

.6 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

In this study, Transactiornal Analysis as propoun—
ded by Eric Berne wag adopted as the theorstical frame-
work.

Berne (1964:29) described Transacitional Anslysis
as follows: The unit of sogial interaction is called

a Transaction.if two or more people
encounter each other, soonner or later one
of them will speak, or give some other
indication of acknowl@dvipg the presence
of the others. This is called the tran-
gsactlional stimulus.

A primayy assumption of this theory is that people
are Ok, which meang that people can think, act spontanesou-
sly, and get cloge to other peovie in intimacy that is
beneficial for all concernsd. Jurthermore, the theory
holds that people can and deserve to feel good both
physically and wmentally most of the +time, and that we
have awesome power to decide vwhether we will get this
kind of life for ourselveg and whether we have social

systems that foster autonomy.
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Cne of the theoretical concepts of Transactional
Analysis relevant to this study is the concept of Strokes.
Strokes are defined ag u.xiits of social recognition
of another's presence. It is a fundamental unit of
gsocial action. An exchangé of gtrokes constitute a
transaction which dis the uhit of social intercourss.
’i‘lw.s»ﬁ are four kinds: negative, positive, conditional
andlzononditional strokes. Strokes can be given in three
ways i~ verbally, non verbally eg gestures, faclal expre-
ssion and bddy movements; physically by contact such
hugging, slapping, touching or pushing.

Furthermors, Bsrne (1964:24) stated that the human
personaliity is made up of three ego states each with a
gset of coherent gystems of thoughts and feelings manife~
sted by corresponding patterns of behaviour. The three
ego states are: Parent, Adult, and Child (P.A.Q).

The Poarent ego state is like a tape recorder contai-
ning recorded messagss about how to get along in life,

‘Tt means acting in the same state of mind as one's parents
(o par en-t: substitute) with the same postures, gestures,
voca’oulery, feelings ctc,

The Adult ege state is like a computer. It gathers
facts and makeg autonomous, objective appraisal‘of a situa-

tion and drawing & conclusion in & non-prejudicial manner,



There are no feelings in the Adult ego state.

The Child ego state contains natural feelings,
sénsations, and urges present in an individual sérvalce
life. It implies that one's behaviocwr and reagtion is
the same as it would have been when he was a little c¢hild.
An appropriate flow of energy f rom one ego state bo
another is essential to satisfying social interaction.

Berne stated that in a social interaction the sti-
mulug is sent from one ego state t canother, If the
response o0 the s timulus comes from the expected ego
‘state the line s parallel. This is called complimentary
trangacticn and the accompanying communication rule is
that communicotion can go on indefinitely asg long as the
lineg are parallel. The converse rule is that communication
is broken off when a crossed transaction occuwrsg if the
regponsge comeg Trom unexpected ego state and the lines are
crossed. Then, the rule is that communication will stop
abruptly, and to resume, a switch in ego states will be
neeessary vy one or bcth'people. Identification of ego
states and fheir appropriate use brings awareness and
coping power to clients.

The kernel of the theory of Transactional Analysis
relevant to this study is the fact that by nature man is

created to radiate and receive love from others. The degree



38

of hapinesselnd the content of love im a person differs,
between individuvals. Ev’smr individval is exzpected to
maintain gpecific positive communication while intera-
cting with people, in order to continue to expsrience
hypiness and love in the regponse of the person the
‘individual is communicating with. This eontinuous
éommunication is what helps to develope virtue on them.

| But if however, there is a break d own in communi-
cation, and we fail to enjoy the hapinsss and love as
ordained by nature, we are bound 4o act throvgh pogitive
interaction in a manner that would enable us regain the
lost happiness and love without maéh strain on us.
This practice as shown by this theory is necessary for
the wderstanding of tae interdependant.nature of human .
‘beings: and the scientific knowledge that energy lost is
equal to energy gained. According to Eanwereji (1989:32)s
this also explains the value of kinetic and potential
energies in spouses where each is cxpseted to complement
the other in a balanced way. The diseguilibrium in these
energies is what causes the impulsive wviolent action in
a cbuple. The Equilibriaﬁ of these e¢nergiss could be
motivated in form of complementary transaction between
a couple in order to encourage continuous communication

flow during transaction.
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H&rri# (1969 :89) also gave an illustration of . a
complementary transsction in the following communica-
tion betwesn a couple: A husband says to his wife
"where did you hide the opner?  The main stimulug is-
Adult because it secks objective information. But there
is a secondary communication in the word “hide". '_I}he
progress of this transaction depends on which stimulus
the wife wishrs to0 respond to. If she wants to maintain
an amicable transaction, she gives him the information
~he desires If her Adult ego computes +that it is impor—
tant in marriege to do something about her husband's
inquiry. Howevsyr, if her NCT OF Child ego is hooked,
her primary regponge will be to the word "hide®, and she
may respond uncomplerentarily to her husband and which
may lead to -ar.guamen'bs and *uproar".In other words, if
the stimulus is Adult bubt the wife turns it ower to the
Parents, the result is 2 crossed trensaction. This is
bécause as a rule, when stimulus and response are crossed
on the(?aﬁ.c) trangaction, communication stops. The hu-
sband and wife cannot talk any move. This can regult into
a viclent relationship. This transacticn illustratés that
eventhough Darent and Cuild egos may be involved in &
transaction, ihe outcome can be amiable and advance a good

‘marriage only if the Adult ego .ié?ch_arge.
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Harris (1969:95) further contends that the Adult
| ego developes later than the Yarent and Child and seems
to have a difficult time catching up through life. The
varent and Child occupy primary eircuits, which tend to
come on automatically in response to a stimuli,
According to him the first way, therefore to build the
strength of the Adult is to become sensitive to Farent
and Child signals. | |

The Adult, functioning as a probability estimater,
can work a gsystem of values that encompasses not only the
marriage relationship but all relationships. Unlike the
¢hild, it con estimte consequences and postpone gratifi-
cations. It can egtablish new values based on more
thorough examination of the historical, philosophical, and
religious foundation for values. Unlike the Farents, it
is concerned ‘more with the preservation of the institution
of maryiage. The Adult can consciously commit itself to
the position that to be lov;i.ng is important in every
relationghip.

Harris (1969:97) summerized ways in which a strong
Adult is built as follows :-’
1. Iearn to recognise your ¢hild, its vulnerabilities,
its fears, its principal methods of expressing these

feelings,
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2. Iearn to recognige ydur‘Parent, its adnmonitions,
injunctions, fixed positions and principal ways of
expressing these injumections admonitions, injunctions, and
positions. |

3. Be sensitive to the Child in others, talk to that
Child, stroke that Child, protect that (hild, and appre-
ciate its needs for creative expression as well as the
NOT OK burden it carries about,

4. Count up to ten, if necessary, in order to give the
Adult time to vrocess the data coming into the computer,
to sort ocut Parents and Child from reality. | "

The theory of transactional Analysis was adopted in
this study because it iz appropriate for analysing>and
healing merital brealkdown arising from uncomplementary -
transactions between couples. Thus, by using the theory
of Parent, Adult, Child (P-A-C) transactions, couples
experiencing poor communication could be assisted to
express complementary transactions which couwld improve
their marriage rEIationshié. The theory assumes that
anybody with positive ideas could attempt to alter vio-
lent and coercive words which execel during conflict. -

The theory also enhances the development of an order

baged.on reason, and one that harnesses the latent vitures

in conflicting couples, which encourages cordial marital
relationghip,
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g??fi HYPOTHESES

The aim of this study is to explore the relation-
ship between socialization, social class and wife abuse
in Nsukka Iocal government arca. The following hypo-
theges therefore gtand out as guidelines for the
exploration:

1. Men that belong to the 'lower class'® abuse their
wives more than those in the 'Upper eclass’t.

2. Husbands who had witnessed their fathers abuse
their mothers will tend +o abuse their wives

more than husbands who had not witnessed their

father abuse their mother.

3. Sufficient serviess are not being provided by
social workers to salvage abuged women in

Wsukka ILocal government area.
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CHAPTER THREE

3.1 METHODOLOGY =

This study is a survey of 580 married men and women
living in aubonomous communitiegs of the sixteen communi-
ties that make up Nesukka Tocal government area.

The arguement here is whether survey dgta can reflect
the actual experiences of men and w-omen to be interviewed
and reflect answers that_mirror the social norms of .
regpondents. There is no fool proof angwer to+t his pro-
blem, bubt some points favour the walidity of the survey
datas
(i) The respondents ars known individuals with reporited

caseg of spouse abuse in Ngukka Ipcal government Welfare
agency .
(ii) The instrument for the survey was successfully
pretegted with sone gix known abused women and their
hugbands on treatment at the Nsukka Social Welfare agency;
and were wnaware thsy would be interviewed. This was made
possible beéause the Rsgearcher is a practicing socizl
worker in the Welfare Agency.

Ezeh of the gix women who were known to haye been
abused admitted this abuse in the pretest of the questio-~
npaire and were willing tc discuss further the circum-

stances surrounding the abuse.
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3.2 STUDY POPUTATION

The population for this study consisted of some
1,316 families, being the total number of cages of
wife abuse reportasd in the Nsukka Social Welfare Agency
between 1985 and 1991. This population was éomprised
of married spouses living in Nsukka Ieocal government
and receiving or who had received treatment services
in the Nsukke Welfare Agency. The population was
drawn from the entire sixteen communities that make
up Nsukkse Iocal government area as follows:—

Table 2¢ Pooulation of regigtered wife abuge cases

- Number of cases of wif#‘
S/Yo Name of Community abuse reported between
1985 and 1991

1 Alopr-Tho 100
2. Anuka : %0
3. Fdem , 60
4. Fde-0Oballa 70
5. Eha-Alumona - 65
5. Fha~Nd lagu 66
T Ibagwa-Agu 69
8. Thagwa-Ani 71
9. Izga 100
10. Ngukks Urban Town 200
1. Obimo T3
12. Chukpa 100
135. Okpaligbo ' 65
i4. Okpuje 80
15, Okutu 61
16. Cpi 72
J[F‘ - ¥,316

Source ¢ Annval Progress Reports from 1985-1991
Social Welfars Agency, Nsukks.
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3,3 SAMPLING METHOD

The multiple sampling approach involving the
purposive and simple random sampling technigues were
adopted in this work. TFive communities out of the
sixteen communities in Nsukka local- government area
were selected based on the larée number of cases of
wife abuse in them as recorded in the Nsukka Social
Welfare Agency between 1985 and 1991, (see table 2).
The five communitieg are: Alor-ino, Isjja., Nsukka Urban
Town, Obukps and Okpuje.

From ths five comnunitieg, individuals whose cases

of wife abuse were on the precords of the Nsukka Social
Welfare Agency wsre gelegcted as respondents. o do this,

the researcher assigned numbers to sach of the individuals
in tne selected five communities and all the even number
were selected as the sample, However, 50% of the total
population of the cases from the gelecied five communities
was sampled for the study. This was bescause of time and
financial constraint facing the ressarcher. |

3.4 SAMPIE SIZE

The sample size based on the method of sampling
for the work is given as follows: Of the 100 cases
reported in Alor—UhoVSO fémilies were sampled, Iejja 50
out of 100, Nsukka urban 100 out of 200, Obukpa 50 out
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of 100, and Ckpuje 40 cut of 80 cases were sampled.
Consequently, a total of 290 families or 580 regpondents
weve sampled for this work.

Table F: STUDY POPULATION AND SAMPLE

S/No.|] Name of Community Population| Sample

1 Alor~Uno 100 50

2 Iejia 100 | 50

3 Ngukka Urban Town 200 100

4 Cbukpa 100 50

5 Okpuje 80 40
580 290

3.5 INSTRUMENT OF DATA COLLECTION

The researcher used the gquestionnaire and interview
schedule to collect data fer the situdy.

Questionnaire: Two different questionnaires were admi~

nistered to the female and male respondents (see Appendix

1 and 2), TFach questionnaire congists of three parts:

Part one: The personal data of respondents as sex, age,
education, and all other socio-economic veriables.

Part Two: Consist of the respondents memories of childhood
and adolescent reasons for mrriage, perception of marital

gstatus, sociéi and sexval life of husbands and wives.

Tart Threes: Deals with questions about the nature and type

of abuse between gpouses
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Interview Schedule: An interview schedule was :

f8ed to probe regpondents further on the subject mtter
(see appendix 3 and 4). The concern was to fish outb
more information from the respondents whether they were
eager and willing to give more information on the
gubject.

Specifically, the interview schedule was designed
to help yield indepth information from the regpondents
regarding socialization and wife abusge, the dimengions
of abuse, duration and frequency of abuse, the percep-
tion of abuse ag a problem, history of violence in the
family, of hoth spouse and the need for commmity assi-

.. stance or response in timeg of abuse. Also the interview
helped to discover the proximate strokes and communication
pattern that lead to violent behaviour in order_to boost
the research.

The researcher interviewed ten respondents purposi-
vely selected from the sampled respondents because they
were willing to give further information on the subject.
In other words, & couple was was selected and interviewed
from each of the sampled five communities. This was E
because the selection of the sample for the study was based
on spouse relationship, €onsequently a total of five

couples or ten resrvondents were selected and interviewed.
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3.6 DATA COLLECTION PROCESS:

‘The questionnaire were disbtributed by the researcher
and gome assistants. The respondents wers served the
guestionnaire in thedir homes or places of work. Tlliterate
regpondents were assisted by translating the quegtionnaire

items while the literate respondents were able to complste

the gquestionnaire by themselves.
All the gquegtionnaires distributed were collected.
The regearcher collected back the questionnaires from the

reagpondents.

3.7 METHODS OF DATA ANATLYSIS

In order to analyse the data inferential statistics
such as the chi-square (X?). was used to verify the stated
hypotheses. Specifically, the (X2) was used to determine
the nature of and strength of the relationship bhetween the
dependent and independent variables in the stated

hyrotheses :~

|  TIndependent variables  Derpendent variables
Socialization ' Wife abuse

Social class, nmeasured by
income, education and

ocecupation _ ! Wife abuse
2

In addition, digeriptive statistics such as vercen-

tages and meang were used to s-implify the problem of
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comvarison. In this connection, all the data that have

to dc with categorization of the respondents were

anslysed using percentages. TFor instance, what percen-
tage of all the male respondents with non forml education
a%use their wives as conpared to those with post secondary
education?

Also, the qualitative data gathered through the
indepth interview were analyzed using the analytic indue~
ction method ofdata analysis. This is an attempt to pro-
vide from the data a generalized explanation of the problem,
methods or issues which emerge from the Ppopulation

(Obikeze 1990:76).
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CHAPTER FOUR:

PRESENTATION AND AWATIYSIS OF DATA

4.1 JINTRODUCTION.

In this chapiter, the data collected for the study are
pregsented. The chapbter is divided into four m jor sections.

The :E‘i’r_'st gection, presents the distribution of the major

".socio-demographic variables like age, educational attainment,

annual .incomzs level and others uging percentages. The second
section presents the analysis of the substantive issues of -
the research. These are done Using percentages. The study
hypotheses are tested in the third section, while the last
section is devoted to the analysis of the interview schedule.

4.2 S0CIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS

This section deals with the scocio-demographic charac—
teristics of the respondsnts.
4:2(2) Age:

Table 4 shows the distribution of the respondents by age.

Table 4: Asgse Distribution of Respondents

Age Male Temale Total | %
; Below 20 years | - : 10 10
21 - 40 years 200 180 380 66
41 - 60 years 70 % 90 160 1 27
goyearsand | 20 | 10 30 | 5
Total 290 | 290 580 | 100

This ftable shows that greater number of the respondents

380 (66%) are within the age bracket 21-40 years while
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10 (2%) are below 20 yearg ofage. This shows that
m jority "of the respondents are in their vrime age,
while very few of them are either younger or very old.

4:2(b) Marital Status:

Table 5 shows the distribution of the respondents

based on their marital status.

Table 5: Marital Status of Resrondents

Regprondents
¥arital Status lale | TFemale Total %
; Married : 290 ’ 250 580 100
Divorced - E - - -
| Separated - — - -
Total 290 290 580 } 100

The table shows that all the respondents 520 (100%) are
merried. This means that non of the resrondent is
either divorced or separated. This is because the study

is designed for mrried coupleg Living together.




4:2(c) Fducational Attainment

Here, a lock will be taken at the respondentsﬁ
level of =ducational attainment.

Table 6: Fducational Attainment of ResPondents

. _Regpondents )
Tevel of education ! Male Female motal %
Non formal eduvucation | 98 i 168 266 46
Primry Education 85 g’ 74 159 § 27
Secondary Education 60 34 94 16
A R BN T IR
Total 290 | 290 5801 100 §

According to this table, majority of the respondents

385 (73%) had not more than primary education and are
classified as lowly educated, while 61 (11%) attained post
secondary education and a re clasgified as highly educated.
From thea bove findings, it couvld be inferred that mjority
of the couples who reported their cases of abuse to the

Wgukka Social Welfare agency are lowly educated.
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4:2(d) Religious Affiliation:

Tahle 7 ghows the distribution of the respondents
hy religion.

Table 7: Respondents Aceording to their
Religious Denominations.

Respongents

Religious Denomination, ! Male ! TFemale Total § %
Roman (atholic 80 80 ¢t 160 ¢ 28 :
Protestant ! 45 1} 45 90 | 16 E
African Traditional i 3 ‘ '

Religion 160 1 150 520 | 55
Others 5§ 5 | 101 2
Total 290 |} 290 - 580 § 100

The table indicates that ma jority of the respondents

320 (55%) belong to African Traditional Religion: 160 (28%)
Romea Catholic: 9C (16%) protestant, while 10 (2%) belong
to other religious denominations. However, the researcher
was unable to obtain the 1963 gensus data on religion in
Neukka Tocal government arsa 40 bhe able to know whether

the above distribution is norml or if religion is a factor

in wife = buse.
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4 :2(e) Number of Children

Tapble 8 ghows the distribution of the regpondents -
according to the number of children they had.

Table 8: Digtribution of Respondent According to
Number of Children

Res_@ondents
I No. of Children Y prequency | % 1
i No Child i 20
1=5 children 256 51
! 6-10 children . 192 3% i
]
11 children and above] 72 12
Total 580 1100 {
f 1
B

Accordinzg to this table, majority of the respondants

296 (51%) have between 1=-5 children, while 20 (4%) have no
© children. It could be inferred from the findings abkove
that wife abuse is nct dependent on the numbeyr of child-
ren regpondents have. This is becauge casges of abuse

as indicated in the tabls are more with respondents who
have lesger number of ¢ hildren tnan thoge with hizher number
of children: this follows alsc fromthe fact that the |
entire respondents comprise of families that reported

cages of abuse Lo thy sccial welfare agency undsr study

and were purposively sampled.
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4:2(f) Annual Income of Regpondents

Table @ indicates the annual income of the
respondents.,

Table 9: Distribution of Respondents by
Annual Income.

Respondents i
i Annual Income Yale ! PFemale ! Total | %
| ¥1,000.00 - ¥4,000,00 § 70 | 138 | 208 | 36
§5,000.00 — ¥8,000.00 % a8 ! 68 156 | 27
59,000.00 - ¥14,000.00 § 9%22{ 55 | 147 | 25
¥15,000,00 and above 40 1 29 69 | 12
| Total | 290 } 290 1 580 1100

The table shows that majority of the regpondents 208(36%)
earn hetween N1,000,00 -~ E4,000.00 annually; 156 (27%)
¥5,000.00 - N8,000.00; 147 (25%) ¥9,000.00 - ¥14,000.00,
while 69 (12%) earn N¥15,000.00 and ahove per annum.

The above finding reweals that the respondents surveyed for

this study belong more to low income group.
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4:2{(g) Occupation:

Table 10 shows the distribution of the respondents
by occupation-

Table 10: Occupational Digtribubion of Respondents

‘ _ Regpondents v

f Occupation 5 Male § Femle. Total %

§ Qivil/Public Servant 40 25 65 1 11

{ Trading/Business 75 45 120 | 21

i Artisan 160 | . 210 570 1 64

‘l_ ‘

' Others % P25 - 25 1 4
S 300 { 280 580 ! 100

Thig table indicates that .majoribty of the respondents
370 (64%) belong to the artisan occupation, while 120
(21%) are engaged in trading /business, 65 (11%) are civil/
public servants, and 25 (4%) are engaged in other occupa—
tions. The implication here is that mjority of the
couples surveyed belong to the rsartisan occupation guch as
crafts, skilled and unskilled occupations.

Thus, far, the discussions have focused on the back-
groﬁnd variables of the regspondents. In the next section,
the discussion and analysis will be on the substantive issues

of the research.
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433 SURSTANTIVE ISSURS OF THE RESEARCH

This section is divided into five sub-sections,
The first sub-section presents respondents' view on the
nature, severity, and frequency of wife abuse in Nsukla
Iocal government area, The gecond sub-sectlion deals with
social class and wife abuse. The third sub-section is an
- analysis of the relationship between socialization and
wife abuse. The forth sub-section presents the action
taken by abused women to salvage their situation while
the firth sub~-section focuses on social work services

for abused women and their spouse in Nsukka Social

Welfare agency.

Y

4:3(a) Nature, Severity And I*‘requency_of Abuse

“Here, a look is taken at the respondents' views
about the nature, severity and frequency of abuse in
their homes. The women were first asked if theirﬁhusbands
" had ever heaten or assaulted them physically (appendix 1
item II). The regponses showed that 250 (86%) confirmed
physical abuse on them by their hugbands, while 40 (14%)
did not confirm physical abuse on them by their husbands.
In response to similar question (appendix 2, item 8),
212 (73%) of the men agreed that they had beaten their
wives at various times, while 78 (27%) did not beat up

their wives.
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On the other hand, the men were asked if their
wives hed ever assaulted them or heaten them up
(appendiz 2, item 13). Their responses showed that 281
((97%) were never assaulted or beaten up by their wives,
while only 9 (3%) confirmed having been abused by their
wives at one time or another. The implication here is
that it is the men who initiste physicai abuse on their
wives.

The gtudy goes further to £ind out from the women
the nature of the physicel abuse they received from thelir
hugbands (appendix 1, item 12). Table 11 sumarizes their
réegponses. |

Table 11 Nature of Physical abuge on women

! Responses Frequency | Percentage %
Slapping i 116 ! 40
Kicking and throwing of
objects 102 35.1
| Infliction of bruises 58 20
" ‘Intimidation and threats 14 4.8
Total 290 100 i

This table ghows that majority of the female respondentss
218 (75%) identified slapping, kicking and throwing of
objects as the predominant form of abuse they received
from their husbands, while only 14 (4.8%) received

intimidations and threats from their hushands.
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The women were further asked what they think

precipitates viclent actions in thelir husbands

(appendix 1, item i14). The aim was to find out why 2

man should chooge to physically abuge a woman whomhe

loved and merried. The regponses aré ghown in:table 42,

Table 12: Female Regrondents on Why lMen Abuse

The ir YWives.

Pahsn
B |

Responses ! Frequency | Percen~
. : i tage %
Yhen he drinks aleohol ; 180 H 62
When he is angered in the work | ‘
place ; 25 i 8.6
¥
1 1]
When his food is served late | 10 | 3.4
i H )
Vhen he is interrupted in i ! i
discussion ‘ s 70 i 24 .1 '
i !
Others P ! 5 3 1.7
]
| Total 290 ! 100

Tn this tabie, it iz cobserved that more than half

g the leading

o

cf the female respondents (180 (62%

o

N

ident ifi=d alcoholisn

s factor to abuse on them hy thelr husbands.

Similarly, bthe mén were asked to state why they abuse

their wives (appendix 2, item 9),

aré ghown in table 13.

» o
o

‘e iy responss
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Table 1%3: Male Respondents on Why They Abuge
Their Wives. '

-
i

! Responses ! Frequency 1 Percentage;
i 's £
|4 .
| When Iwant to show msculine | ! , !
i strength » E i g
! When I want to show that a mn | : ]
i' is guperior to a womn i 10 3.4 §
, . 1 1 4
§ When I am angry for oné reason or ! H
i another i o7 ! 3% .4 ;
| ]
Vhen ghe failg to obey my i
{ dinstruction 173 59 .6 E
1 : 1
i Others ‘ : 7 H .4
Total 1290 i 100

The +table shows that majority of the men 173 (59.6%)

abuse their wives when they fail to obey their dinstructions,
while only 3 (1%) indicated that they beat up their wives
when they want to shar masculine strength, The implica-
tion of these data is that men who abuse their wives do so
either to0 bring their wives {;o submission or as a digei-
plinary measure, %his finding supports Enwereji (1989)

~ .- which attributed physieal abuse of women in some
Nigerian homes to the tradition which awdrds 2 mn the
implicit control and submission from a wife. According

to Enwereji, a man can inflict corporal punishment on

his wife if she fails to carry out his dirsctives.
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Also, anger can lead a mn to plysically abuse his
wife at a very slight provocation.

Furthermore, the woren were agked to rate the
severity of the abuse they received from their husbands,
(appendix 1, item 15). mne yesponses are shown in
table 14.

Table 14: Severity of Abuse on Women

Responses { Frequency | Percentage % |
;v Very severe 141 ( 48.6 1
§ Severe . : 139 I 47.9 ‘
£
{__Not severe | 10 3,4
| Total | 290 P 100 |

This t able shows that majority of the women 141 (48.6%)
were very severely abused by their husbands. The implie
cation of this finding is that the women may have been
inflicted with injuries on their bodies. This situation
may lead the women to fight back thereby resulting into
he ightened violence in the family.
The men were further asked how often they abused

their wives (appendix 2, item 10). Their responses are

shown in %$able 15,



62
Toble 15: Frequency of abuse by Men

T Regponses { Freguency | -~ Percentage 73
Very often ! 205 ' 70.6

| often 73} 25
Not often | 12 4 !
Total . 290 100 j

The table ghows that 205 (70.6%) of the men abused their
wives very often. This means that wife abuse occurs
frequently among the majority of the regpondents.

The findings so far show that it is the man that
Physically abuses his wife mainly by slapping, kicking
and throwine of objscts. The abuse can'be very severs

and occurs frequently amonz the respondents.

4:3(b) Social (lass And Wife Abuse,

The discﬁssion here is focused on the relationship
between social class and wife abuse. Social class is
z&aasured in this sbtudy by a mn's level of education,
income and type of occupation.

Pirgt, the regponses of the msan on the variables of
education and incom: levelg as shown in tables 6 znd 9
are combined. The aim is to establish a relationchip

between the two variables and wife abuse. This iz demon-

strated in tadle 16.
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Table 16: Education and Income Ievaels
Of the Men. '
_ . Income Ievels
Fducational Ievels ¥1 000,00~ H5000.,00- § H#9000+00 ¥15000.00
. 34000.00 "1 N8000.00 #14000.,00 & Above Total
Non formal Education 24 30 30 14 98
Primary Education ! 19 25 29 12 85
Secondaxy Education : 14 18 19 9 ’ 60
Post Secondary ‘ _ !
Fducation i 5 6 20 16 47
] :
Tobal i 62 79 98 59 290

Tis table shows a relationship between education and income

levels and wife abuse.

For instance, while 98 (53%) of the

men who had no formal education and imary education

classified as low education earned below H8,000.00 per annum,

only 11 (23%) men with post secondary education earned

On the other hand, while 26 (17%)

gimilar income annually.

men with non formal and primary education earned N15,000.00
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end above peyr annum, 16 (34%) men with post secondary
education e'arn-ed the same income per arnum. The implie-
cation here is that the lower the leyel of education

and income, the higher the incidence of wife abusge;

and the higher the level of education and income the lower
the incidence ofwife abuge by men., In other t‘rords; men
with low education and income abuse their wives meres than
those with high income and high educational levels.

Furthermore, the womsn were agked to estdmate thelir
husband s annual income if they kaow (appendix 1, item 18).
The aoim was to further establish a relstionship betwsen
income levels of the men and wife. abuse. In this regard,
122 (42%) of the women egtimated their huvsbands annual
income below N8,000.00 per annum, while only 15 (5%) esti-
mted their husbaxids annual income above N¥15,000.00 per
annun. Again, these data support the findings that
mjority of the men that abuse theirwives belong to low
income group more than those with high income,

The sbtudy goes further to discuss the relationship
between economic conditions of men and wife abuse. The
men were asked if their present economic condit iong influ-
genced them in abuging their wives (appendix 2, item 12).

Table 17 summarizges their regponses.
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Table 17: Economic coundition of the lién
Andg Wife Abuse.

: Responses  Freguency " Percentage %
Yes : ! | 209 ' 72
: o ' 81 % 27.9 i
1 notal 290 ; 100 i

The table shows that majority of the men 209 (72%) 'Aare
avare that their present economic conditions irifluence
their violent behaviour on theirwives., The implication
here ig that bad econowmic conditions can lead men to
frustration and stress wvhich can xesult to violence,
Som=2 of the men interviewed also confirmed that their
- present econcmic conditions affected their happiness
in their homeg. The result is constant quarreling which
sometimes leed ’co- violence. The men interviewed agreed
that as a result of poor economic conditions, theya re
faced with frustration and anger in their homes, and at
2 slight provoeation by thelr gpouse they resort to
violence as a way out, This finding is in line with
gGeiles (19881). According to Gelles, Soeial structural
gtresa reglting from bad economic condition and poverty
can legd to family violence .

foing further, the study tried to establish a relation-

ship between wife abuse and occupatiomal groups of the men
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respondents, To this end, regponses to item 7 on the
questionnaire for men &3 shown in table 10 was uh tilized .
The table ghows that majority of the male respondentis
160 (55%) belong 4o the artisan ocdeupation, 75 {(26%) are
engsged in trading fbusiness, 40 (14) are civil/public
servants and 25 (7%) sre engaged in other occupations.
The implication of this finding is that majority of the
male regpondents who abusge their wives are artisang such
as crgftsmen, unskilled and seni-skillsd occurations.

The finding suggest that occupational groups may have
norus or codes cof behaviour that influence men to abus
their wives, For instance while 1t maybe relatively more
acceptable for an artisan to be viclent to his wife beeausé‘.
the behavioural code of his occurationz]l g roup accepbs his
behaviour, it maybe relatively more important for a
civil servant t¢ be non wviolent in hig beshaviour hscause

trained and coatrollsd behaviour is acecepted to psorple
_in this occupation.

The findings in this sub-section indicate tha,"c. nen
that belong o lower social class (measured by incoms,
education and occupation) abuse their wives more than
those in the upper class, (Sta ical tegting of this
statement will come later). The reasoning hers is that
while memberg of the upper class may have other means of

solving their domestic problems, those in the lowskclass
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are often disadvantaged and prone to stress and fru- .
stration. Thus, according %o Walker (1981), and wWillard
(1982) men with fewer resourceé guch as edueation, inconme
etc and therefore of lower sociow-economic group beat their
wives more because of frustration.

However, this conclusion is not definitive. This is
bhecause the population for this study consists of only
abused and asbusive spouses. The percentage of the general
public in the sampled areas in relation to the variables
of eduecation, income and occupation and wife abuse is not
known., This is a mjor limitation to this work.

"4.3(e) Socialization And Wife Abuse

In this sub-section an attempt is made to find if
there is a relationship between exposure of men to violence
in their homes of origin and wife abuse., The idea is %o
f£ind out if men by watching their fathers beat up their
mothers and g0 a re socialized into violence can in turn
abuse their wives.

‘The men were asked if their father did ever beat their
mother (appendix 2, item 15). Their responses ars shown in

table 18.
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Table 18: Exposure of men to Violence.in
Family of origin:

Responses Prequency Percentage % ]
Yes i‘ 232 | 80 i
No : 58 20
] ' Total 290 100

According to this table, more than three quarters - (1)

of the male respondents (80%) agreed that they were
exposed to violence by watching their fathers beat their
mothers. Only 58 (20%) of the male respondents did not
report any violence from their homes. This finding
- shown: that majority of the male respondents were exposed

to violence early enough in their families of origin.

Thesx views of the female respondents on the existence
of violence in their husbhands homes were also tapped.
They were asked if the father of their husband ever beat
their wives (i.e their husbands mothers), (appendix 1,
item 20). The idea was to complement the responses of the

men on the issue, Their responses are shown in table 19.
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Table 19: Pemale Regpondents on the existence
of Violence in the homes of their

husba_nds.
1' Responses Frequency s Percentage %
i Yes 261 90
v ‘ - . Ao’ P - ;
No 29 H 10
Total

i agd
b
-

b afamad

290 ' 100

The distribution in this shows that 261 (90%) of the
women indicated that they are aware that the father of
their husbands ﬁsed to beat their wives (i.e their husbands
mothers). Only 29 (10%) did not report any such violence
in their husbands family of origin, This finding shows
that majority of the women resypondents are aware of the
existence of violence in the homes of their husbands prior
to their mrriage:.

Thege results therefore suggest a positive relation=
ship be‘tweén wife ablse and socislization. This means
that men whose fathers abused their mothers are likely to
grow up to learn to abuse their wives in turn because they
have been socialized into such a behaviour from their homes

(stastical test to confirm this statement will eome later)



However, the data presented here do mot suggest -
that all inter-spousal violence is a behaviour learned

in a violent or disrupted childhood.

4:3(d) Action Taken By Abuged Women To Salvage
Their Situvation.

This sub=-gection deals with the steps usually taken
by abused women to help overcome their problems., Abttempt
is algo made to gee whether these steps are appropriate
for golving their problens.

The regponses of the womsn when asked what they
do when their husbands charge violently on them (aprendix
1, item 21) are summarized in table 20.

Table 20: Action taken by abused women to
Salvage their situation

Res ponses Frequency ! Percentage %
ggfpto neighbours for 3’ 29 , 10
Beg him to stop § 5 r 1.7
Report %o the police 87 i ' 30 i
Report to the Social v

{ Welfave - 19 o4
Run to their parents 44 H 15 f
Pight back | 6 % 2 i
Total 290 | 100 |

This table shows that 29 (10%) of the women said they

ran to neighbours for help when their husbands desgend
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viglently on them, 5(1.7%) said they begged their husband
to étop the abuse, 87 (30%) indicated that they reported to
the police for protection; while 1_19 (41%) said they |
reported their problems to the social welfare agency for

| help, Only 6 (2%) said they tried to fight their abusive
ﬁﬁs@ands; back. The implication of these findings is that
mjority of the abused women rebor’aed their problems to ~'
the gocial welfare agency and the police.

The actlion of the women in reporting their abuse
problem to the sceilal welfare agency and the police is quite
appropriate. This is in view of the fact that tk;_e two
agencies have roles to pley in solving domestic violence.
While tbfe police provides physical protection for abused
- women,; the soclal welfare is supposad to have social work
progmmmés that can bring permanent relief Lo abused wonmen
a9 well ag change the beheviour of their abusive husbands.
The question hovever ig whether the Nsukka Social Welfare
agency provides sufficient services to the victims of
wife abuse and thelr abusive husbands. To this the study

now turns.

4.%3(e) Social Work Services Por Abused Women In
- The Ngukks Social Welfare Acgency.

The concern of this sub-section is the examination of
the tyres of social services available for abused women in

tried
the Nsukka Social VWelfare agency. The section also .Ztc’ find
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the
out whether Lse_rj;rices are gsufficient in helping abused

wonen and their abusive hugbands.

To £ irsH-Iseuwe to be discussed ave the types of
services received by abused women t0 galvage their situa-
tion in the social welfare agency. The regponses of the
wonen when asked to indicate the types of services they
received in the social welfare agency to salvage their
gituation (appendix 1, item 22) are summarized in table 21.

Table 21: Services Received by abused women in
The Social Welfare agency.

Responses Frequency | Percentace %
; Counseling 1 232 80
| Rereral to hospitals 55 12 *
g Reforal to the police | 23 | 7.9 :
' 1
D Zink with the community | ' ;
i for help } - g - i
i, ) 1
1 ¥ $ [
3 Potal g 290 g 4100 “_;

This table indicates that 232 (80%) of the women received
coungeling services from the welfare ageucy, 32(12%) were
referrad By the agency to hospi-tai-s for treatment,

23 (7.9%) wars referrad 1o the pelice. None of the women
was linked to any community resources such as legal aid,
mierial support, shelter ete to help alleviate their

problems. The findings above show that the social welfare
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agency useég counseling SEfviées s 2 major therapy for
helping abuged womsu a2s well ag their abusive husbands.

The ghudy goes further to tap the perception of
the female respondents on the servieces they received in
the social welfare agency. The aim is to g‘fdetermine
whe"che:r; the women perceive the serviceg asg sufficient
in dealing with their problems. The women were asked
if they think the services they received in the social
welfare agency were suffiecient in solving their problens
(appendix 1, item 23). Their responses are shown in
tabls 22,

Table 22: PBerception of the women on the servieces
Thay regedived in the Social Welfare

agency .

? ¥

i Regponges H Fraguency !j Percentage % i

¥ T 1

Sufficisnt i 44 i 15 '
Not sufficieat 246 : 34.8 '

3

| S—
Total ‘ 290 100

The table shows that majority of the women 246 (84.8)

perceive the services they received in the gocial welfare

agency as not sufficient in salva_éging their situation.
Similarly, the perception of the men was tapped on

whether the services they received in the agency was
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sufficisnt in helping then stop their abusive behaviour
(appendix 2, item 20). Their responses arse shown in table

23.

Tabls 25: The Percesption of the men on the servieces
they received in the Social Yelfare

agency.
| Res ponges ' Fregueney Percentage %
Sufficient ] 116 40 ‘
%
| ot sufficient : 174 f 50 ‘i
?
1 Total 290 100 ]

Thils table shows that majority of the mmle respondents
174 (60%) perceived the services they received in the
social welfare agency as not sufficient in dealing with
their problen, while 116 (40%) perceive the sewvices in
the agency as sufficient in helyping them change their
atugive behaviour. It can therefore be stated that
sufficient services are not beinz provided by the Nsukka
gocizl Welfaxre agency to salvage abused women and their
nusbhands {statigbical test to confirm this statemsnt will
come later).

This finding also indicates that the men see the sams
gervices in the Social Welfars agency in more pogitive
light than the women. The reason could be because the

agency focuses its treatment efforts more on the men gince



they are the initiators of é.bus'e on the women.

Turthermore, the mle respondents were asked 0.
indicate factors which they think militate against the
soecial welfare agency in handling cases of abuse ade-
~ quately (appendix 2, item 21). Their responses ére
shown in table 24.

Teble 24: Facbors that militate against the
Social Welfare agency from handling
¢ages of wife abuse adequately. '

i Responses i Frequency | Percentage %}
¥ ' '

; Iack of trained social . i
‘ workers ' E 93 I 32 ‘i
§ Iack of working materials ! 6 _ 2 :

1 ?

| Prequent adjourament of ; : ‘ i
|- cases | o1z 4 :
. R ¢
v ! Hon use of conmunity resour’r H

{  ces to assist vietims of i :

{ @buseand their husbands y 179 ! 61.7.

1 Total I 290 100 - !

A look at this table shows thé.t ma jority of the
mle respondents 179 (61.7) think that the Social Welrfare
| égancy doeg not wbillize community resourceg in solving
abuse problems; 93 (32%) think the & sency does not have
anough trained social workers, 12 (4%) indicated that
frequency adjournment .o—f cases affects the agency in

achieving set goals, only 6 (2%) men see lack of working
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materials in the agency as the factor that militates
azainst its ability to handle cases of abuse adaguately.
The implication of these findincg is that the social
welfare a;geney does not link the victims of abuse with
vital community resources suchag, mterial support,
medicare, legal aid, vocational training and skill
acquisition which can be provided by voluntary social
organisations and other non-governmental organisations
concernsd with family sypport and development such as
churches, women organisations, the Family Support
Programms (FSP), Iegal Aid Council ete.

The non use of community resources in solving family
violence by the social welfare agency in part relates to
lack of trained social workers with the knowledge base
to deal with the various soeial problems reported to the
agency adequately. At the moment, the agency has only
one social-yorker-in-training. The other four s taff desig-
nated Social Welfare Officers have no proper training in
social work. Thus, their functioning is limited to the
use of counseling services. By using counseling services
minly in handling family violence, the problem is viewed
by the agency 2 g regulting only from interaction bhetween
husband and wife which can be dealt in the same way ss
other famlily problems, This keeps the agency away fron

the services and facilities that exist in the area that can
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2lso help in solving the problen of family violence.

Abused women can be seen as a gysten with a
variety of interrslated problems such as emotional
difficulties, reliel from the potential physical harnm,
financial and legal problems, physical injuries and
many other needs depending on the individual circume~
stances. Because of these unigue problems, there is
the need to identify community resources or other

sencies that can help with some of the problems.

The point here is that wife abuse iz & complex
problem that requires the involvement of related agen-—
\cies and community resources for help. It is only ﬁhen
thig is d one that sufficient services can be rendered
to vietimg of wife abuse and their abusive husbhands.
Thug, the use of counseling as the mjor form of therapy
for abused women and their husbands as is presently the
case in the Ngukka Social Welfare agency cannot meet

with the degired effects.
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4.4 TRST OF HYPOTHRESES:

Three hypotheses were posibed for the study.
The hypctheses were tested and reported below:

Hypothegis 1: Hypothésis che gstated Y"men that belong

to lower clasg abuse their wives more than those in the
upper clasg®,. Data in table 15 formed the basis fof
testing hypothesis one, The hypotheses was tested with

the chi-square (X2) statistic.

s )2
FORMULA: Chi-Square (X2) = (.0..;12)

The calculated chi-square value tegted at 0,05 level of
gignificance was 4.82. The calculated (x2) value is
greater than the tabulated value of 3.841 required to
uphold the hypothesis. Hence we accept the hypothesis.
This s hows that there is a positive relationship between
social class and wife.dbuse in Nsukka Tocal Government
area

Hypotheges 2: Hypothesis two stated "husbands who witne-

gsed thelir fathers abuge their mothers will tend o abuge
their wives more than those husbands who had not witnessed
their fathers abuse their motherg", To test the hypothesgis

data in tableg 17 and 18 are combined as shown in table 2g.
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Table 25: Yife abuge and violence in the
home of abugive hughand.

Regponses
| Respondents 1 Tes No {  Total
| lales i 80 1 20 § 100
Femnles {90 10 100
. ¥
L} 1]
Total P 170§ 30 § 200 |

Table 25 formed the basis for testing hypothesis two.

The hypothesis was tested with the chi-square (X2)
statistic. The calculated (X2) velue is 3.94. The cal~
culated (X2) value is higher than the table value of 3.841
at ).05 level of significance required to uphold the
hypothesis. Thus, we accept the hypothesis. This shows
a positivé relationship between wife abuse and violence

in the home of abusing husbhands.

Hypothesis 3: Hypothesis three stated that "sufficient

seérvices are not being provided by social workers t0 sal-—
vage abused women in Nsukka Iocal government area™.
To test the hypothesis date in tables 21 and 22 werc com=

bined as shown in table 2y, .
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Table 26: Ferception of rsgvondents on the
Services tley received

Regponses
|+ Respondents | Sufficient | Not Sufficient | Total
1 [ t
i lMales i 40 ; 60 P 100
|4 ;
! Femnles E 15 85 i 100
i Total : 55 145 200 I

Table 26 formed the basis Tor+esting hypothesis three.

The hypothesis was tested with the ch-square (X2) statistie.
The calculated (¥2) value is 24.9. The calcuk ted (X2)
valve is higher than the table value of %.841 reguired to
urhold the hypothegis. Thus, we accept the hypothesis.

This find ing shows that sufficient services are not being
vrovided by social workers to salvage victimg of wife

abuse in the socizl welfare agency Nsukka.,
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4.5 ANAL¥STS COF JNTHERVIEW SCHEDILE

The interviews schedule was desgisned to yield
further information to boost the research. A total of
ten regpondents, give mles and five females wére\ intep~-
viewed for this purpose.

gome of the men interviewed identified extreme -
jealousy to e xplain ﬁhy they beat up thelir wives.
Others reported that they were under stress for avariety
of reasons and hence they deseendviolently on their
wives, Examples of the conditions that induced them
into stress include financial problems, health or employ=
ment problems, or conflict over the wanagement of child—
rén., Soms of the men interviewed said they had the expsc-
tation of humility, loyalty and submisgion from their wives.
When these expsctations were not met, ¥ioleéned and abuss
folloved. This is in line with Eawereji (1989) that
identifisd vhysical violence in Nigeria as a result of
the tradition which awards a husband implict control and
submission from a wife: and when thesge e xpectatlons fail
violence and abuse followed.

Scme of the women interviewed g2id abuses usually
ocecurcd at home, most frequently at night, and over weekends.
In some instances abuses occur in geries of follow a set of

episodes and main some regwlarity. The women rzported a
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frequency of abuse ranging fromdaily to three times

a month. Generally, the abuses encountersd are often
very severe. Weapons are often involved and some of the
' Women‘said_theyvmere at various poinﬁs in danger of
.loosing their lives.

Frequently, the abuse takes place in the pregence
of children, but rarely in the presence of others.

Both the men and women interviewed indicated that
abuses begen with & verbal a rguement that transform into
physical violence. Some of the men interviewed maintai-
ned that they often switched frem éﬁgumsnﬁ to wviolence
wnen their wives failed 0 stoDargusing with them.

This finding suppozts the theofy of Transactional Analysis
‘expoumied by Eric Berne (1964). According to Berne, the
three ego states of Frents, Adqult, snd Child (P-A-C)

that mke up the human personality a re always in contact
when individuals interact. Ir the stimulus comes from the
expected ego state, then, the lines are parallel, and
communication can go on in a complerentary mnner, but
communicatién is broken off when a crossed transaction
occurs because the regponse comes from unexpected ego
state and the line are crosged. To resume normal communi-
cation, & switch in ego state is necessary by one or both

peoprle. Berne opined that crogsed transaction causes
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" social difficulties in mrriage, love; friendship, and
work, Thus, the findings suggest that violence that
sparks off betwéen a Eﬁé@éﬁﬂ;éﬂd'wifevfollowing an
arguement is as a resultvof crossed transaction between
them, To help such eouple to regume better mrital
rglationship, they must be taught the brinciples of the

(P-A=C) in trangaction ag put forward by Erie Berne (1964).
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CHAPTER RPIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOEMENDATIONS

5.1 SUMMARY:

In evaluating the findings in this study, the focusg
is on the five research questions and the three gtated
hypotheses, Attempt was mde to ascertain thé extent
to which the work proved the hypotheses.

The findings show that there is a positive relation-
ship between socialization, social class and wife abuse
in Nsukka Iocal government area.

The results are comparable with Gelles (1981) Social
Structure and stress explanation of family violeﬁce.
According to0 Gelles, wife abuse occurs because of the
social structural and stressful conditions affecting man.
Although Gelleg had proposed that both the structural and
stressful conditions will be present before violence occurs,
the result of this study suggests that in some cases just
one condition can lead to violence in the home. Tor
instance, abused womegggrs mrried to husbands with very
low annual income but with no rhistory of violence in
their family backsround, others are married to husbands

with violent background and high annual income,
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Therefore 1t can bhe summm rized as follows :-
1. Wife abuse can regult from either private or gtru-
ctural stress. Private stresses such as alcoholism or
'dispute' over cvh‘ildren ete, are caused by conditions
other than an individual's position in the social
structurse. |
2. Wife abuge is a learned behaviour. This behaviour
is either learned by a man in his family of origin or
learned by contact with and acceptance of norms existing
in certain groups that define violence as legitimte.
This beheaviour learning procesg is rewarded and re-

inforced by violence in the group.

5.2 QONGLUSTION:

This study attempted an e xamination of the relation-
ship between socialization, social clasé and wife a2 buse
and social work services svailable for victims in Nsukka
Iocal government area. The following are the findings:
1. That physical abuse of women a re often very severe
and occurs in repeated sequence.

2. That majority of the men that belong to lower social

class abuse thelr wives more than those in the upper class.
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3. That majority of the men (80%) who were exposed

to violeunce in their homes of origin in turn grow up

to abuse their wives because the y have been socialized
into violence.

4. Abused women and their husbands that revorted their
woblems to the Nsukka Social Welfare sgency were not
adequately treated because the agency did not provide
them with sufficient social work services that can help
salvage them from their situation. |
5. The Social Welfare agency is handicapped in hand-
ling cases of family violence because: (a) it does not
 have trained social worksrs, and (b) the agency does
not utilize availables community regources or invalue
relevant agencies that can render necessary social
services to abused women and their husbhands.

In conclusion, this study shows that there is a
relationship between gocialization, social class and wife
abuge uging the soclo~cultural background of Nigeria.
However, this conclusion is not final because the findings
relate only to the population of the abused women and

their hushands studied.
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5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS:

The findings in this study formed the bagis for the
recommendations. These recomnendations would serve
ugeful purpose to s’o cial workers in agencies in impro-
ving the gquality of services they give to iriolent fami-
lies. Also, the recommendations can serve aga mjor
policy instrument for the government to help reduce vio-
lence among family members in Nigeria. The following

recommendations are therefore made :

1.  Social workers should organise public enlightenment =

Programmes, siw.ch ag senminarg and workshops on the role
of social workers in the treatment of family violence.
This will meke ﬂ'le Public more aware of socirl workers'
vroles in family viclence, and encourage them to weport

such problems t0 social welfare agencies.

2.  lore professionally trainsd social workers should
be employed in the various social welfare agencies to
provide needed serviceg. In-service training schemes
should be oz-ganised for social welfare workers to egquip
~then better with professional gkills for treating
violenece in the family,

3 Social workers that encounter cases of family vio-
lence should: (i) stroke the clients with verbal or non

verbal complements such-‘ag smiles, involved listening,
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touehing, handshake ete. This is because understanding,
and warmth from the socifl worker expressed by listening |
with atiention, giving Adult feed back, and displaying
optimism about dhange are expressions of caring which

are very essezitj;—;l to effective therapy (ii) Teach the
clients better communigation rattem. (Clients can be -
agsisted to develops and express complementary Transactions
necessary for happy mrriage relations. In other words,
clients can be assisted to develope skills in clagsifying
meanings, avoidance of mind-reading and appropriate
expressions &f feelings. (iii) The s.ocia.l worker shouvld
work out progia;mmes aimed behaviour change of ‘abusive
spouge., (iv) The social worker should look for possible
replecenment or rewmir of loses, such as jobs, financial
assistance, medicare, vocational training ete for clierts.
(v) The social worker should elicit the co-operation of
other agencies 1like police, the courts, hospitals, and
women development organisations Ho:heX# the ¢ lientg,

4. The government should develope shelters for abused
women through the Pamily Support Programme (¥.3.F), or the
Women Commission. gShelters provide a warm and supportive

family-like environment free from the dangers of Physical

abuge a s well ag help the women bind their anxisty, and

express feelings without fear of reprisal from their
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spouses, Shelters also. provide children from abusive
fémilies the opportunity of interacting with supportive
and non-violent adults.

5. The Federal, State, and ILocal governments should
develore and implement legislations in the realm of
famgil-y violence in owrder to reflect a new commitment to
the family unit and the quality of life in the family.
6. Volunbtary agencies such as churchesg, women organisa-—
%;;Lons; conmunity development associations, etc should
provide support and care to distressed and violent family
hy way of financial and mierial agsistance, vocational
training /gkill acquisition, jobs etec. ihese are necessary
if the rising trend of violence among family members in

Nigeria is to be checksd.

5.4 RECOMEENDATICN FOR FPURTHER RESEARCH .

Further research can be carried out in the following

1. The fole and influence of culture on domegstic wviolence.

2. The effectivenessg of social work intervention
strategies on battered wonmen, "

3. The influence of group norms in family wviolence.

4, This study, can also be repeated in other parts of

the country for a more comprehensive analysis.
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Iepartment of Sociology/Anthropology
- University of Nigeria :
Nsukka,

Dear Sir/Madamn,

T am a student of the Department of Soeiology/
Anthropology in the University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

I am collecting information on Family ITife in
Nsukka Tocal government Area. The study is in partial
fulfilment for the award of M.Sc. degree in Social
York /Commnity IDevelopment.

You have been gelected to participate in the
study. The information collected will be treated as
confidential, '

I am therefore soliciting your co=operation in
gsupplying the information reguired for the study.

Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

Peter ¢. Ezeah.



APPENDIX 1

A, QUESTIONNAIRE FOR WOMEN

Ingtractiong: lMark 'Y' against +the option or the alter-
native answers to the guestions that best suits your choice.

Choose only one alternative at a time.,
SECTION 1 @
1. What is your age?
(a) Below 20 years ( ) (b) 21-40 years ( )
(e) 41 -~ 60 years ( ) (d) 61 and above ( )
2, Marital Status: ‘
() Wrried ( ‘) (b) Divoreced ( )
(¢c) Semrated ()

3. What is your educaticnal gqualification?
(a) Non forml education ( ) (b) Primry Blucation( )
(¢c) Secondary eduecation ( )
(6) Post Sccondary cducation  ( )

4. What is your Religious denominzation?

p v

(a) Roman Catholic ( ) (b)) Protestant (
(e¢) African Treditional Religion ( )
(3) Obher, speCifye..oer . vnaa. Voo ees e taceesana

5. How many children do you have?
(a) ¥o chiid ( )} (b) 1-5 children { )
(¢) 6 - 10 children ( ) (4) 11 and akove {( )

6. lhat is your aunual income ?
(a) ¥1,000.00 - ¥4,000.00 ( )
(b) ¥5,000.00 - ¥8,000,00 ( )
(¢) #9,000.00 -~ N14,000.00 ( )

(d) M15,000.00 and above ( )



7.

In which of the following occupational categorles
do you belong ? :

(2) Civil/Public servant ( )
(b) Trading/Business ¢ )
(c) Artisan ( )

(d) OtheI" Specj-fytcnoo.n--a--eon-susq--u

SECTION TT:

8.

0
L

10.

by
—

12,

What diad _you congider very 1mportant in your choice of
marriage 7

(a) &an undergtanding and lovinzg man ( )

(b) =2 protective and kind man ( )

(¢) a2 mn who will be able to provide your needs ( )
(@}; a disciplinarian ( )

(¢) all of the above ( )

Can you congider your self as a happilly married person?
(a) Tes (), (B) W& () (e) cCant say ( )

Le your angwer to No 9 above is "Ho", do you think the
problems is because your hughand is violent ?

(&) Yes () (p) Mo ( )

. bas your huqband ever beaten wvou or asgaulted you

vhysically ?

(a) Yeg { ) (p) No ( )

I+ your answer to No 11 above ig "YegV, what is the
nature of the Yhysical abuse on you?

(a) siapeing  ( ) (b) Kicking and throwing of
objects at you (

(¢) Inflicting bruises and mexrks on your body ( )
(&) Intimidation and threats ( )

Do you think your hushand beaksg you up because
(a) He does not love you ()

() He learnt violence from his father ( )
(¢) Isarnt violence from his neighhours ( )

(d) He drinks alcohol always ( )}
(¢) A1l of the ahove { )

(£) Other:y reason, SPECifVeeovece.. .



14.

15.

16.

7.,

18,

19.

21.

Gan you identify what precipitates violent actions
in your husband?

(2) When he drinks alechol ( )

(b) When he is angered in the work pFlace ()
(¢} When his food is served late ( )

(d) When he is intervupted in a d iscussion ( )
() Other, BI e T eeeeeesscrnosescoananeesnon

Hlow severe is theasgault unleaghed on you by your
husband ?

(a) Verysevere ( ) (b) Severe ()

(e) Not severe ( )

In your opinion, do you think your husband assaults
you physically because

{a) He ig frustrated ( )

(b} You don't sertigfy him eexually ( )

(e¢) He is always psychologically disturbed { )

(d) ALl of +he above ()

Do you know your hushand's annual incoms ?

“(a) Yes () (b)) ¥o ( )

If your answer to No., 17 above is "Yeg'" estimate
your husband 's annval or monthly incomes

annal ®o.oiiieia. ., : monthly NM........ . e

Do you think that the occoumtion of your husband in
any way contributesg to his violent behaviour?

{a) Tes ¢ ) (b)) No ( ) (e¢) Don't know ( )
Did the father of your husband ever beat his wife (i.e
your husband's mother)?

(a) Yes ( ), () No ( ) (e) pon't know ( )
Wnat do you do when your husband comeg charging at you?

(2) Run to neighhours for shelter ( )
(v) Beg him to gtop ( )

(¢) Report to the police ( )

| (d) Report to the social welfare ageney ( ¢ )

A\

() Run to your parsnts )
(£) Fight back ( ) |
(g) G'thel’, SPECify...»»a-....;-....«:;;.,g-aan




22,

25.

26.

Ir you have ever reported your problem of abuse to
social welfare sgency, what services did you recelve
to salvage your situation?

() Ccounselling ( )
(b} Referring you to a hospital for treatment ( )

(¢) Referring you to the police for protection
and security (

(d) nirecting your community leader to mrovide
you with shelter (

(e) 4ll of the above ( )
Other, sSpPeCilfyeccvsoscevacsnsccsoccisnsoca

Do you think the services you received in the Social
welfare a gency were sufficient to solve your problem?

(a) Sufficient ) (b) TWot sufficient ( )

If your answer to No. 23 above is 'Ho' do you think
the reagon is because the social welfare agency does !

not have enough trained socinrl workers to handle such -
cages like your own?

(a) s ( ) ()W ( ) (c) ponit know ( )

Do you think that if the services rendered by the
Jocial Welfarsc ageancy are improved, it would be ahle
5o salvage abused wolen to clflioange 'Eheirwsi‘cuation%
() Yes ( )Y (») Mo ( ) :

Have you settled or will prefsr to sevtle your
domestic violence by the following ways i-—

(2) by vourselves ( )
(b) With relations ( )
{c) With colleagues )
(d) Profesgional helpers ( )
() Judicial/Criminal gystem ( )



(b) Trading /Business

APPENDIX 2
B. QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MEN

INSTRUCGTION: Mark 'X' against the option or the alter-
native ansyePs Lo the(guestlons'bagt best suits your
choice. Choose only one alternative ata time.

+ SECTION 1.

hat is yourage?
[ fe1du 20gyears ( ) (v) 21-40 years ( )

(¢) 41 = 60 yzars ). () 61 and above ( )

farital statuss

ﬁ(a),-married ( ) (v) Semrated () “(e) Divoreed(

- What' is your educational guealification?

(a) Ton formal education ( )
(b) Primry education ( )
(e¢) Secondary education )

(a) Post secondary education ( )
What is your Religious denomination?
(a) Roman C(2tholic { ) {b) Protestant ( )

(e¢) African Traditional Religion {
(d) O-therj Specif'.}roano ooooooooo P " ¢ a & e > >0 e

p——_

How many children do you have?
(a) No ghiid ( ) (b) 1-5 children ( )
(¢) 6 ~ 10 children ( ) (a) 11 and above ( )

What is your annual income? -
{a) ¥1,000.00 - ¥4,000.00 (b) B5,000.00 - ¥3,000.00 ( )
(¢) ¥9,000.00 - ¥14,000.00 ( )

(¢) ¥Ni5,000.00 and above ( )

In which of the following occupational categories do

you belong?

(2) Civil/Public servants (

— N N

(¢) Artisan
(d) Other, Specifye.e. i iveennnnns



8.

SECTION II:

Have you ever beating up your wife?

(a)
S.

10.

1.

12,

13.

14-:

15.

16 .

s () () o (. )

If ‘yes * what is the reagon behind this your action?
(2) When you want to show your masculine strength (

(b) When you want t0 show that a man is superior to
a woman

(¢) When you are angry for one reason or another (
(1) Yhen she fails to ebey your instruction ( )
(e) Other, specifyec....c..... PO Y, N cevse

How often have you beaten up your wife
(a) Very often ( ) (v) Often ( )
(¢) Not wvery often ( )

How gsevere have your assault on your wife been?

(a) Very severe ¢ ) (p) sevexre ( )
(¢) Not gevere ( }

Do you think your economic condition influence
your action of abuging your wife?

(a) Yes ( ) (b) Mo ( )

Has your wife ever assaulted or beaten you up?
(@) Yes () (b) No ( )

If '"Yeg?, what do you think is the cause?
(a) sne is stronger than you ( )
(b) She is very stuborn ( )
(c) che learnt it from her father( )
(d) she learnt-it from her mother ( )
(e) Dpon't kmow ( )

Did your father ever beat your mother?
(@) Yes ( ) () No ( )

Did your wife's father heat her mother?

(a) Yes ( ) (®) Wo ()



i7.

8.

18.

20,

21,

Have you ever thog%ht of dropping this habit of
beating up your wife?

(a) Yes ( ) (v) o ( )

Do you like to stop it but you don's know how to?
(a) Yes ( ) (v) No ( )

Have you ever received treatment services in a
Social agency? .

(2) Yes ( ) (v) Wo ( )

It your answer to No 17 above is "Yes", do you think

the services you received were gufficient to solve
your Pproblem?

(a) sufficient ( ) (b) Wot suffiecient ( )

If you answer "No" to No 20, what do you think was
respongible t o the ingufficient services you received
in the goecial welfare agency?

(2) Imck of trained social workers in the agency (

" (b) Iack of working materials in the agney ( )

(e) Frequent adjournment of your cases ¢ )

N

() No knowledge of community resources
0 assist vietims of abuse and
their husbands ( )

ES ¥

)




APPENDIX 5:
DNTERVIEY SCHEDULE FOR NEN

Can you tell me your experiences about domestic

fights or beating between husband and wife in

your family when you were & child? That is the nature,
frequency, caugeg and results?

What effects d o you think the present economlc condi-
tiong have on the happinesg of families ¢y such as your
own in relation to wife beating?

WVhat actions of your wife generally lead you to fight
or beat her up?

Can you give details of the causes of the last fight
between you and your wife?

Do you think you would like to stop the habit of
beating your wife?

What social service helps have you been able to seek
to stop you from beating up your wife and how
effective have they been in solving your problem.



APPENDIY 4 ¢

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR WOMEN

Can you enumarate your experiences about domestic
violence or beating between husband and wife in
your family when you were a child. What is the
nature, freguency, causes and reguilts ofsuck
fightings in your family.

What arc the implication of the present economic
condition in the happiness of families suchag
yourg in relation to wife beating by husbands?

Can you recount some actions which lead to a break
down in communication between you and your hushand
which result inte physical violence?

Whal safety mechanigms do you.emgloy whenever your
hugband decendg violently on your

%@w effective %av% these meagures been in ameliora-—
ing your bproblem®
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