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Abstract 

Changes in the roles of Women 

in West Jebel Marra Region. 

I 

This research tackles the new changes in the roles of women 

as they affected by the different developmental, environmental, 

geological, security and service~rendering factors accruing in 

society. It further studies the extent of change in the role of 

women as has been precipitated by these factors-particularly the 
' burden of gender's role, the change in the women's expertise and 

the change in the ktnd of·work they perform. 
'. 

The researc,h delineates the chronological, spatial and human 

frameworks. The site chosen was Nyertety rural town in Jebel 

Mara area, where the rural environmental elements produced many 

changes that have their impact on women and their activities. The 

aforementioned area also has many historical and contemporary 

characteristics which contribute to the subject matter of the 

research. The human aspect of the research is focusing on the 

Fur. As for the temporal dimension the era of eighties and after 

when some various applications for development were taking place 

in the area. The area also witnessed at that specific period some 

natural and demographic changes which have had their own impact 

on the role and experiences of women, as well as the work they 

practise or that which they have already ceased to perform. 

In order to understand the changes occurring in the role 

played by women, it has been. necessary to review t.he 

participation of women in the light of the historical as well as: 

the contemporary dimensions, i. e before the occurrence of· 
· . h . . 1/, changes and after ; concentrating mainly on t e economic, socia _ ·\ 

an_d family roles. To achieve the objectives of this research I 

sought the assistance of primary and secondary historical 

references on the hisstory of the Fur. Also I referred to some 

articles and document,.; which tackled the life and history of the 

Fur and their area With special focus on women. As for the 



primary sources I would like to indicate that these have been 

complied throu'=!h a field visit to the area. To compile the 

necessary data I used an exploratory visit to area and then in 

the main field-work trip I used questionnaires, individual and 

group interviewes. 

The study arrived at the conclusion that though each of the 

concerned factors of changes has been following its own path, 

nevertheless all the factors have eventually interacted to 

produce remarkable and progressive demographic, economic and 

social changes. Owing to the vast scope of women's participation 

in the activities of the area, this ensued changes in the social 

and .family roles played i.Jy women with regards to the volume of 

tasks, nature of work and the newly gained experiences. Moreover, 

some factors pertaining to services rendered in the area have 

been of tremendous benefit to women as they make them acquire 

experiences in a direct manner. e.g.the devP.lopment programmes 

that target women by training them in some new methods or devises 

and , sometimes, indirectly by benefitting them from the services 

rendered to the area as a whole. 
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