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ABSTRACT

This study deals with the socio=historical origin
of current women subordination and its effect on the
development of small-holder irrigation agriculture,

It examines the problem within the framework of inter
and intra household relations of production. The

study was centred around the Temi irrigation practice
in three villages: Digodigo, Kisangiro and Samunge.

It portrays the subordination of the Temi women despite
the contribution they make to the reproducticn of their

community,.

The study is presented in six chapters, Ché%ter
one provides background information about the Temi
people, their location and iryigation system. Chapter
two reviews available literature on gender issues and
irrigation agriculture in order to underscore the

position of women,

Chapter three discusses methodological procedures
and shows the difficulty in reaching the Teml women
even when the research aims at getting their views
most. Chapter four presents research findings as
obtained from the field with particular attention
to the contribution of women in household economys

ThlS chapter proVes tbe QXlstence of gender
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inequality among Bateni.

Chapter five is the interpretation of the field
findings with reference to study objectives and
nypotheses, This chapter locates the origin of
gender inequality in the explanation of anatomical
différence between men and women in moral forms., Such
explanaticn is meant to mystify the reality of

exploitative relation of the majority by the minority

wenamiji.

Reproduction of the Temi community depends on
the women, yet, they are most disregarded, over-worked
and oppressed social category. Women are deprived of
the right to contrel scarce resources and product of
their labour in the community, while they are required

to work on the land more than men.

Women deprivation of means and forces of
production is Justified by the Teml religion system
which is a creation ¢f the Egggmi'z, a class that owns
scarce resources =~ (irrigation water and irrigatable
land). The said religion serves to isolate the
bulk of producers from the control of the resources,
hence concentrating power and authority on the owning
class, The eradication of this deprivation of

means of production of majority by the minority must
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be found in the total transformation of the. Temi
social structure - bringing about fundamental changes
in the laws governing the Temi social life, including

land tenure system.

The final chapter is summary and conclusions.
It portrays a need for women to intensify the struggle

for the cause for gender equality.
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CHAPTER 1

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

1e71¢ INTRODUCTT ON

This study is abouft the emancipation of women
in Tanzania, It focuses on the women and their
role in agricultural production and central to
agricultural production among the Batemi is the
irrigation agricultural system which is not oniy a
teconique but also the major means, second to land,
of production., To that effect irrigation agriCultural
system has been interwoven into the whole traditional
and social system of the Batemi community since time
immemorial. Consequence of this integration to the
Temi women is the difficulty of their emancipation
in the contemporary Tanzanian setting. In order to
understand this, there is a need to highlight its

historical background.

1,2:  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF TRRIGATION AGRICULTURE -
AVMONG THE BATEMT

The Batemi or the Témi people. are also known
as the Sonjo or Wasonjo. They form a minority.
ethnic group among the ethnic groups, such as the

Maséi, of the Arusha Region, This ethnic group is



located in the northern part of Ngorongoro district
within the Rift Valley., The Sonjo are aboﬁt 12,335
out of 68,775 total population of the district
(Population Census, Preliminary Report, 1988). The
majority of the population live as nomadic cattle.
herding people. The Batemi, on the other hand are
sedentary agriculturalists, practising also livestock

keeping as secondary to agricultural production.

Available literature on the origin and
clagsification of the Temi people shows some
disagreements, Guthrie (1948) has classified Batemi
with Bantu speaking Koma and Kuria of Northern
Tenganyika., Jone (1948) has grouped them among ‘the
northern Nilotic Masai who lived on agriculture,
Fosbrooke (1953), Gray (1963) and Fosbrooke (1966)
say that the Sonjo (Batemi) are Bantu speaking
agriculturalists albeit their youths claim of
linguistic affinity with the Meru of Kenya than
with other Bantu speaking tribes of East Africa
(Gray, 1963: 26), So they says

"The Rift Valley and adjacent
grassland plateaus have remained
essentially a non bantu corridor.
Nevertheless at sometime and
place it has been crossed by
highland bantu, This is revealed

by the Sonjo who lived by
irrigated agriculture surrounded



by Masai grazing, linguistically
they are regarded part of Kikuyu
group (Bryan, 1959) and it is
said they understand best the
Kenya Meru (Gray, 1963)®
(Fosbrooke, 1966, in Tem and
Kimambo, 1969),"

Gray (1963) has earlier noted that:
"Within this essentially pastoral
milieu, the Sonjo form an enclave
of Bantu agriculturalists markedly
different in their way of life

frgm surrounding Masai (Gray, 1963:
26),

Although Batemi share some characteristics
with their non-bantu neighboufs, such as tréits of
physical resemblance (Gray, 1963), cultural similarity,
etc, tﬁey still have manifest antagonistic relationship
with the neighbours to such an extent that a possibility
of inter marriage is doubtful (Gray, 1963: 38). The
traits of physical resemblance is supposed to have
been implanted through mixing with other indigenous
people of the area before the two rival groups settled

in that area (Gray, 1963: 39).

The antagonism between the two ethnic groups
is perpetuated by the Masai tendency to look down
on anything a Temi person does, Such a tendency
has influenced people!s attitude towards Batemi
in the district at large though. Whereas the Temi

people are regarded as backward and resistent to
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change, their counterparts are seen as progressive.
So a progressive Sonjo (Temi person) according to
such an attitude is the one who looks more like a
Masai, than he/she remains a Sonjo. As a result, the
Sonjo.men are alwavs learning Masai language, while
their counterparts never learm Batemi language.
However, the underlying cause for such an antagonistic
social relations must be found in the need to control
scarce resources such as water and grazing land,

The Masai pastoral éctivities require vast land for
pasture while the Temi peoplel's sedentary agriculture
inhibits such a free grazing. Similarly, the nomadic
pastoralists hardly spare irrigation water sources
for watering their livestock but the Temi people
strictly control the allocation of water for both
domestic and irrigation use, Added to the Bétemi’s
grievance ig the Masai practice of cattle rustling
that cbliges the warriors an indefinite guard.

he Masai warriors on their part are always on

alert for either defence or raiding purposes.,
Consequently the two rival groups have a large
number of warriors whc are not involved in any
productive activities besides defence of their
respective commnities., In most cases, these
warriors just idle around, thence often are involved

in cattle theft within or without their communities
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as the English proverb has rightly expressed 'an idlé
mind is the devil?'®s. house!, The stolen animals
are usually taken intc the bush for a slaughtér and
a feast by the "defending' warriors. So cattle rustling

is actually a common practice among both the Batemi

and the Masai.

PEE THE DISTRICT

Ngorongecro is the northern district of the
'Arusha Region, Other districtg’are Aru-Meru, Arusha-
Urhan, Babati; Hanang, Kiteto, Mbulu and Monduli,
Until 1978,Ngorongoro was part of Monduli district
which was formally part of Masal district. The then
Masai district was first divided into Kiteto and
Monduli districts. The latter was then sub-divided
into present Mcnduli and Ngerongoro districts for
administrative purpose,., The Loliondo division
appeared too big to be administered from Monduli
(the district headquarter). Furthermore, the communities
on that northern part of the district, needed
special government afteption for development of

infrastruecture, both technical and social.

The (Ngorongoro) district has an area of

14,036 square kilometers and a total population of



68,775 people (35,622 women and 33,153 men), an
average of 5 people per squaré kilometer (census'
preliminary report, 1988), and a total number of
13,891 households; an. average of 9 people in every

2 households (Census' Preliminary Report, 1988).,

The northern part of the district borders
with Kenya., On the east, the district borders with
its 'mother! district - Monduli. On the South
and South-Western end, there are districts of Mbulu
and Bariadi of Arusha and Shinyanga regions respectively,
On the west, the district borders with Mara region's

Serengeti district, (See a Map provided below),
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Administratively, the district is divided
into three divisions - Loliondo, Ngorongoro, and Sale.
The divisions are divided into twelve wards, These
are subdivided into twenty nine villages. The
divisions are administered by secretaries, so are
the wards. The villages are headed by elected
chairpersons who are assisted by appointed‘secretaries,
usually party employees, but the division and ward
gsecretaries are government employees who oversee

the govermment functioning in their resgpective areas,
D

The district headquarter is Loliondo. The
town was at first established by German colonialists,
By then it was one of the administrative centres for
the Masailand district. The British colonialists
léter inherited the town for more or less similar
purpose ~ the centre of veterinary services for the
then Masai district., After independence, the town
was promoted to a division headquarter, and later
(1978) to the district headquarter without any
alterationy, not even an expansion of the office
facilities. Only now (ten years after the district
authority was established) is the construction
underway for the new district headquarter buildings

gome ten kilometers west of the old town, ;



Loliondo lies on the northwest of the regional
headquarter - Arusha, some 423 kilometers away, It
takes about 12 hours by road to reach Loliondo from
Arusha, but only 30 minutes by air, The journey by
rosd takes longer time due to the district's topography
that ranges from volcanic mountains to grassland
plains., This mountainous nature of the district
had made it difficult to open a short cut that could
have connected Arusha and Loliondo hence making easy
communication between the two townsg., Presently,
the common route that goes to Loliondo from Arusha
passes through four districts - Arusha urban,
Monduli, Mbulu and Serengeti, in order to avoid the
mountains, There is a shorter, but occasional route
that tends to be impassable in rainy seasons.

It goes through Monduli district to enter the
Ngorongoro district from the eagt. Unless this
route is constructed into a permanent road, the
journey to Loliondo will remain exhaustive, and the
district isolated from the resgst of the region and

the country at large.

The district authority, as =tated above,
wag established in order to hasten infrastructural
development among northern communities, Ten years

later, there is no remarkable infrastructural
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development. Communication net-works are stiil poor -
roads are not constructed at all, there is no

reliable public means of transport, and radie

call is the only means of telecommunication. This
belongs to two institutions ~ police force and
conservation authority. That means, only official
matters get the radio attention. At the moment,
public communication depends on inland mail that is
highly dependent on an availability of postal private

vehicle, since there is no reliable public transport,

In principle, there is a bus in every two
weeks but the bus is very old such that it is rarely
on the réad. Even if the bus is on the road, during
rainy season, the roads are impassable, so the
passengers are often stranded on the roads., Only
the flying doctors have go far been operating in
rainy seasons, but their flights despite being very

small, reach the place according to their scheduled
clinics., At most, the flights can carry four
passengers, and usuélly, priority is rightly given

to patients.

The climatic condition of the district varies
from cold and sufficient rains in the highlands to

hot and dry rift valley plaing. The well watered
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highlands cover Loliondo, Ngorongoro and the rift
valley escarpments and the dry pleins include
Serengeti plateus and the bottom plains of the rift
valley, The district's altitude ranges in between
6000 and 7200 feet above sea level in low lands

and highlands, At times a temperature can fall

as low as OééC in cold seasons, (recorded temperature

in Ngorongoro, 16th August,1989),

The district lacks reliable source of
water, except the highlands of lgorongoro and Butemine
{(land of Batemi) area, These have sgpring water,
However, Ngorongoro highlands are reserved for
tourist,industry- that allso cover the Serengebi
plateau and the famous Ngorongoro crater., Only
nomadic pastoralism is tolerafed in the reserved
area for tourism. Sedentary égriculture is therefore
practised in some parts of the Loliondo highlands
and Butemine area, A common practice is mixed
farming, cultivation of cereal grains (mainly sorghum
and maize) and animal keeping goats, sheep, donkeys
and cows. The beasts are kept for both an investment
and supplementary subsistence - milk and blood,
In case of any calamity, famine and so on, the
animals are bartered with grain food, Presently

they are exchanged with cash that is used for
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purchasing other essential items=cloths, farm

implements and veterinary medicines,

Organizational set up of the districts is
similari. all over Tanzania., There are usually
two complementary organs, the party and the government,
at the top district's hierarchy, Whereas the party
has the task of mobilizing andpoliticizing the masses
to take up responsibility for their own deVelopment,
the government administers district development
programmes, The party is led by an elected chailrperson,
and is assisted by a party employee -~ district party
secretary. The government is headed by a senilor
civil servant, appointed by the president, the
District Commissioner (DC). The Commissioner gets
assistance from two other senior officials - the
District Officer (DO) and the Executive Director of

the District Council (DED),

The Party on its part is made up of three
organs at district level = the District Conference,
the District Executive Committee and the ﬁistrict
Political Committee, The government can he divided
intd. local and central governments for analytical

purposes., The most supreme of all the Party organs
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in the district, i1s the district conference. It
receives and assesses implementation reports of the
Party policy ensueing in given period; and is
responsible for ensuring implementation of the

Party resolutions coming from higher levels (CCM
Constitution, 1982), Also it deliberates all matters
concerning the district development, and is responsible
for electing the district Party leadership -~ the
chairperson, the executive committee and delegates

to higher conference ~ regional and national (CCM

constitutions, 1982),

The other two organs - District Executive
Committee and District Political Committees guide
and supervise implementation of the Party Folicy
on behalf of the District conference since they
meet more oftenly, The District Executive Committee
in particular, deliberates on proposals for development
plan, It is assisted by the Political Committee on
daily basis, The ﬁolitioal comnittee actually
performs the party functional leadership in the

district {CCM Constitution, 1982).

The government activities in the district
are performed by the council made up of 21 councillors,
and chaired by an elected person. The councillors

represent their respective organisations in the
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council ~ administrative wards, party organizations,
and some are appointed by the minister responsiﬁle
for the local gbvernment. Under the council are
government depaftments - education, health, water,
community and cooperative development, Land, Natural
Resources and Administration including financial
control, manpower management and planning. Together
with those departments under district council,

are other government departments which are directly
under the central government as represented by the
Office of the District Commissioner, Thescec departments
ares=~ Agriculture and Livestock Development, Defence
and Security forces - police, prison, ippigration and

the peoples militia,

The 1972 Decentralization Act and its amendment
in 1982, states that although government departments
performs the functions and duties for which they
were esgtablished, the people have the power to
challenge the government functioning, since they are
empowered with the authority to make decisions that
affect their lives (Decentralization Act, 1982),

The Local Government Act 7, 1982, stipulates district
councils functions as following: First and foremost,
to formulate, coordinate, and‘supervise implementation
of all the district's development plans., Secondly,

to monitor and control performance of duties and
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functions of the district council by departments
and staff, Lastly, to ensure collection, proper
utilization of revenues, and to make by-laws for a
smooth running of the government activities that
are geared towards enhancement of productivity,
acceleration of social and economic development in
the village and towards amelidration of rural life

(Local Government Act, 7, 1982),

A single person, the village chalrperson,
represents both party and the government at the
village level; the situation that often leads to
difficulties in accountability partly because the
office bearing depends on the 'choice! of the
villagers, So the leaders usually tend To implement
programmes that would not jeorpadize their relation
with voters. On the other part, the village leaders
regard themselves more of the Party men than they
are the government functionaries at the village
levels, thus creating a vacuum of authority at the
grassroot level, The vacuum is manifest in the
kind of complaints that come forward from the local
people that the government has neglected their demands.
This research attempted to analyse why such a
vacuum exists with special reference to power
relations in the communities of the district

under study,
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Age grade system is very much responsible
for such a power vacuum among.the Ngoronéoro district
people, Whereas the formal power and authority
is vested with elegant youngﬁménjiismsuceegs
highly depends on the support they are provided with,
by their respective clan elders., In other words the
actual power at the grassroot level resides with the
clan elders who do not qualify for formal leaedership
since they are not literate., Thus allocation of
formal power do not conform to the rule of the game
of the communities - age grade system, So formal
politics has proved a failure in the district in this
aspect, so are the development packages that are geared
towards demotion of social practices of these communities
which do not conform to the govermment'!s interests,
e, 2. destocking, emphasis on sedentary agriculture,
development of women projects etc, This is because
the communities are all out to defend thelr cultural
values even when they are detrimental to their own
development., This shows how people are yet uncritical
on the relevance of cultural practices, especially
when such practices concern women who are regarded
as children who are incapable of making any contributic.:
in decision weking process. The government on its
part only adopts develcpment packages without laying
any foundation for such a development package to

thrive, For instance, since the emphasis world wide



17

1s women development, the district authorities are
inviting donor agencies to fﬁnd women projects,
although the projects are not succeeding hecause

women arc not given the opportunity they require

to undertaken such projects since there are so many
forces which undermine development programancs that

are geared towards women development and hence
perpetuate gender inequality in the district at large,
The development constraint as exhibited by cultural
practice of the communities in question is the subject

matter of this research,

1.3.73 BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM

In principle, Tanzania has adopted a policy
of socilalism and self-reliance based on fundamental
rights of individuals regardless of thelr sex, race,
colour and religion., It is stipulated in the party
‘creed that all human beings are equal, and that
every person 1ls inherentiy entitled to respect

and human dignity(CCM Constitution, 1982).

These fundamental rights are impliedly
elaborated in the 1975 village Act that glves every
individual (man or woman) whose age is at least

18 years, the right to village membership, To
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involvement, in the village income generating
activities, and the right to share the products of
village Joint labour. But villagisation cxercise
merely gave legal power to already existing
traditional villages. Thus practical life remained
gulded by cultural values of the communities where
there has not been any such kind of fundamental
rights of individuals., All matters concerning social
life were and continued to be men's domain. That
means, ilmplementation of the socialist policy only
empowered men with more authority to decide the

fate of the individuals in village settings. There
was and 1s no way that the fundamental rights of
individuals could be reflected in the tenure systems
of village communities. Adoption of socialism and
self reliance in the villages without making any effort
to transform the cultural practices meant nothing
else, but reinforcement of already existing gender
ineguality as one can see among Batemi, in Ngorongoro

districte.

The Teml women like other women in many
African socileties, contribute in the daily
reproduction of their community than men do, but

occupy a subordinate position in their society's
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organizational set up. Women work on the farms,
attend to the cattle, nurture the children and do
all other domestic work such as collecting water, fire

woods and food preparatione

1e3.23 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Why do Batemi women remain subordinate despite
long adopotion of the policy of socialism and self-
reliance based on fundamental rights of individuals;
and despite the major contribution women themselves

make In the social reproduction of their community?

In this study, subordination is taken as
inaccessibility to the control of the wmecans of
production (land, irrigation water and technology),
and to that of labour and its products, Subordination
also refersg to non~involvement in irrigation wmatters
which are paramount in village politics, I'urthermore,
the large share women carry in daily work in production
and domestic chores on the basis of sexual division

of labour is a manifest form of subordination.

1olss OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

This work aims at studying the extent to

which women as producers at hbusehold level control
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the means of productionsland, labour and implements.

Its specific objectives ares

(1)

(iv)

To investigate the extent to which women
remain subordinate despite the contribution
they make to the subsistence of the Temi

community,

To examine the super-ordinate/subordinate

relationship between men and women,

To investigate the existence of gender
relation and roles within the prpduction_
and reproduction system of the community;
To identify the opportunities that exist
within the Temi socio-culture for women
to become more aware of their role as

producers and reproducers; and hence

improve their situation accordingly.

1,513 HYPOTHESES :

(1)

(ii)

The subordination of the Temi women has
been reinforced by the traditional control

of men over the irrigation water sources,

The betterment of the Temi wowmen as
agricultural producers will depend on

changes in the existing laws governing
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the land~tenure system among the Batemi,

(1ii) Awareness among the Temi women on their
rights to land and irrigation water sources
will btring about liberation from their

present subordination.

165028 CONCEPT DEFINTTION

Subordination of women 1s taken as women
occupying an inferior position in all the issue concerning
the community's decision making process, and as
the large share they shoulder in the community's
subsistence production, including domestic chores.
By tradition = bound control of men over irrigation
water sources we mean, the whole system of cultural
values of the Temi people that caters for men to have
the right over the control of irrigation water sources,
The system/does not give any provision for women to/which

have a control of irrigation water in their own right.

Betterment of the Temi women as agricultural
pfoducers weans, developing agricultural knowledge
and skills among the Teml women: and that, this will
only be possible when the Temi land-tenure system
has changed infavour of women, at the moment it

is in favour men.
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Awareness of the Temi women on thelir right
to land and irrigation water sources refers to their
gender sensitivity, or to any form of consclousness
they mignt be having about being isolated from
such scarce resources as a disadvantaged category
because they are women. Such form of awareness will
enabie them teo emancipate themselves from thelr present

subordinate position,

1.6:  SCOPE AND LIMIT OF THE RESEARCH

The literature on gender issues 1S5 ernomous,
Also 1t reveals that gender inequality is manifest
in the social relations of production, and especially
at the household level. So, this work has a task
of finding out the underlying causes for the gender
inequality among Batemi. It is purposely narrowed
down to the study of irrigation practice and water
management, since the Temi subsilistence depends on the
irrigation. The study 1s focussed on gender roles
in irrigated agriculture, special attention is
pald to the specific roles women play in~order to
map out the existence and in-existence of the gender
inequality. Irrigation knowledge and techniques

is covered too,

This study in no way seeks to probe on the
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existing uncertainty in the literature on the

origin and classification of the Temi people. Rather,
it is concerned more with irrigation practice and
water management. Although studies on the origin

and classification are immense, the social history

of the Batemi could not be covered adequately because
the research is focused more on what is currently
happening in the villages under study than on the
historicity of the traditional past of the people.

The pasf relation of ewvent is avoided in this research
because the local people seem to be poor narraters

of the past events (Gray, 1963).

Fipld research is limited to one administrative
ward (Digodigo) as will be discussed later. Another
important limitation of the study which neceds a
mention here is fund and time required for undertaking
an extensive study of the origin and classification
of Batemi. The findings from the villages understudy
are intended to provide general explanation of what

the cause of the gender inequality among Dateml 1s.

1.7:  SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH

This study is significant since it concerns
with irrigation agriculture, and is addressed to

uncovering inherent problems in small holder
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irrigation practice and water management that is
currently emphasized nation wide., Gender incquality
is earmarked as an inhibiting factor in the development
of the small holder irrigation agriculture. Basically
because achievement of developnent depends upon an
increase in the wealth and knowledge avallable in the
community (Nyerere, 1961). But the small holder
irrigation that is guided by cultural practice deny
women of the control of productive forces ~ irrigation
water and technology, though they constitute the main
agricultural labour force., Such cultural practices
have adverse relation on the societal development,

o

gince women are constrained from mastering -their

production activities.

Bateml 1s taken -as case study to 1llustrate
the extent to which gender inequality affects the
development of irrigation agriculture, . Gender roles
are analysed in so far as they contribute to a
development of the Teml community. Local solutions

to development problems, particularly that of the

Y

The study contributes to the struggle for

the cause for gender equality in the sense that it
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adds up to the existing literature on gender relations,
In enhances the understanding of the essence and
mechanisme through which such relations have since
exigted, That 1s other than just techno~economié
aspects in explaining gender relations, socilal cultural
aspects are equally important in understanding the
plight of women with a view of being able to suggest

viable solutions.

In practical terms, the study seeks to
conscilentize the Temi people for more productivity
of labour and for increased production. It points
out to villagers, individually and collectively,
the importance of giving priority to technological
development, especialiy the technologies that reduce
work load on the part of women. In short, the study
is relevant for the current women struggles against
all fdrms of oppression as it enhances the Tenil
women's struggle against the soclo~cultural oppression,
It puts to light that small holder irrigation
agriculture as exemplified by the Temi irrigation
system, has inherent contradictions. Basically
because men are not obliged to work in the fields
along with women who can spend only limited time in
them. . due to added workload at homes whereby

food processing and storage is done manually., This
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study encourages the Temi men to work in the fields
along side with women for more production and labour

productivitya

*The study will have a lot of benefit to policy
makers, It enables them understand that women are
the main producers in the society, but arc incapacitated
by cultural practices in terms of control and mastering
their production processes in the sense that they
control neither the means and forces of production
nor the produce of thelr own labour, The study makes
1t clear to the policy makers and implementers that,
emancipating women is actually relessing their
productive capacity by exposing them to new technologies
-and letting them have share in the society's decision
making., To achieve this, the study suggests that
the insights about the society is of paramount
importance, In other words, since women subordination
1s embeded in the social history of the socilety,
the study stresses on the importance of comprehending
social, cultural, economic and political admixture
of a particular society before formulating any
meaningful women development policy. It is evident
in this study that wowmen subordination is historically
built into all aspects of social life of the
community understudy and its demolition calls for
thoroughly understanding the mechanisms énd processes

that engender the same,
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CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.73 GENDER.\T RELATIONS

The purpose of this chapter is to critically
assess some of the key theoretical assumptions on
both the gender issues and irrigation agriculture,
and how these assumptions provide us with understanding
of the fate of the women in the Temi community. It
is the argument of this study that social historical
methodology is the most relevant approach to
analysing the gender issues, as it traces the historical
origin of gender inequality that exist within socleties.
It is this approach the study uses because of its
relevance to the situation of women in different

societies of Tanzania,

The first theoretical assumption on the
gender issue 1is one based on physiological or
biological difference between men and women, It is
argued by the exponents of this theory that the
gender issue can be explained by physical differences.
In other words, the tasks and roles assigned to men
and women are correlated highly with anatomically
based aptitudes (Leibowitz, 1975). It is held,

therefore, that men are usually bodily bigger, with
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facial and body hailr, narrower hips, and strength,
-Hence they are capable of performing tasks which
women could not dos The women, on the other hand,
are heavily built, with fatty tissues on their breats
and buttocks, and with soft and tender ékin (Reiter,
1975: 20). These anatomical differences have for a
long time been viewed as intimately related to
differenoe in emotional, intellectnal and physical

capacities between men and women,

However, these early assumptions were
challenged by behavioural researches on sexes in non
Western cultures., This happened in the period
between 1930s and 1960s, Mead (1949), in her
piloneering research on "Sex Roles and Personality
“Styles’, challenged the assumptions based on
bilogical anatomy. She doubted on bilecgical basis
of psychological attributes as adequate in analysing
the gender issueg, Her findings showed the contrarys;
il.,e., in some cultures men displayed such 'feminine!
emotional qualities such as sensitivity, affection
and volatile emotionality, while females showed
aggressiveness and calculating behaviour (Reiter,

1975: 21),

According to Mead (1949), sex differences as
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manifested in anthropological work are emphasized

by the methodological approach i.e., tiie anthro-
pologists pose open ended guestions around presupposed
male and female behaviours in 'primitive! societies
e.g. How do male or female babies learn? Or-what
typess of behaviours have some societies clagsified

as male/female? Or how like/unlike have societies

felt males/females to be? etc. (Mead, 1949: 29-30).

Some dismigsed anatomy as a sex role destiny
by arguing that infants of both sexes are helpless
and dependent on their mothers, and that although
children of both sexes learn from the whole community,
their adult beheviour is. created by their mothers
(Mead, 19493 384). Motherhood in societies implies
two meanings though. Firstly, a potential relationship
of any women to her power of reproduction, and
children and secondly the institution that ensures
a continuity of the above mentioned biological
potentials, and that of subordination of all women

to men's control (Rich, 1976:10).

It is somehow argued thatat certain
point in history the idea of women as mothers worked
to endow all women with respect, but in the mainstream
of recorded history, motherhood as an institution

has ghettoized and degraded female potentialities
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(Rich, 1976é 1%3). The institutional meaning of
motherhood has infact been the key stone of the
diverse social and political systems that withholds
over one half of the human species from decisions
that affect their lives, that exonerates men from
fatherhood, that creates the dangerous schism
between private and public life, and that classifies
human choices and potentialities, but in the most

- fundamental and bewildering of contradictions,
alienates women from their own bhodieg by incarcerating
womanhood in them (Rich, 1976: 14), and from their

own works which are part e¢f their existence,

Supporting criticisms against the aznatomical
assunmptions, Harris (1971) has the following comment

on sexual division of labour in societies:

fiSince differences in anatomy

and physiology of human males
and females are so obvious,

it is easy to be misled into
believing that sex~linked

roles and statuses are primarily
biological rather than cultural
phenomena' (Harris, 1971,

quoted in O'Barr, 1976:7,.

A conclusion that can be drawn from the male's
superior strength, Harris (1971) argued, ig that it
has conformed an adaptive advantage upon gocial

cultural systems -~ e.g. men hunting large games,
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women gathering wild food; men have exercised a
dominant role in the maintenarnce of law and order in
non~domestic context especially in intergroup
relations, and so forth; and tiat women are

specialists in rearing infants in all societies.

However, Harris (1971) elaborated, modern
anthropology has conclusively domenstrated that there
is nothing 'natural' about numan hunting, warfare,
political brganization, or domestic 1life, That
only the socio=-cultural practices represent the
selective result of the interaction between culture

and nature (O0'barr, 1976:7).

Culture has chief influence upon seX behaviours
and attitudes (Hiltner, 1953: 70). Masculine -
feminine stergotyping exists in every culture - i,e,
men are supposedly strong, logical, analytical,
systematic, fearless and ascertive, whereas women
are supposed to be the opposite - soft, emotional,
uncertain, timid, shy, intuitive and fearful
(Vajrathon, 1975: 95). Socialization moulds
children behaviours to fit such feminine-masculine
stereotyping. Female children are the most affected
because traditions force then tovconfﬁnm to codes

that restrict their behaviours and keep them
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subservients to men, their fathers, brothers or
husbands (Vajrathon, 1975: 96). Those restricting
codes were enunciated in societal ideologies such
as religious texts, cultural practices and norms
and values; and they are claborated in plays, poems,

folktales, etc.

Most religious teachings re-inforce women
subrodination, For example, Chinese confucius and
Mencius, instructed women to adorn, to please, and
to do house work willingly, The Hindu literature

taught male supremacy and female submissiveness.

Catholic teachings relagoate women to an
inferior status by representing wives as belonging
to their husbands; Buddhist literature portrays
women as cause of the craving anxiety and unhappiness
of men, The general teaching of Islam based on
Middle~East and Arabic culture, put women in a lower

position within their societies (Vajrathon, 1975: 98).

Although the academia on the whole no
longer holds the position that particular roles
or task universally belong to either sex (men or
women) due to simple differences in bones, muscles

and sex organs (Reiter, 1975: 22), the issue of
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gender roles is not yet resolved, Often the discussions
have diverted into arguments on the prototypescof

all divisions of labour (specialization) with its
implicit and arbitrary interpretations, Some

analysts have querried the relevance of & separate
discussion of the role of one gender without relating
it to that of another., It ig argued that one cannot
discuss a role of one sex, because the tasks undertaken
by both sexes complement or depend on each other's
accomplishment of tasks (Olin, 1975). Only with the
rise of feminism into an independent movement in

the West, has the gender issue gained attention it

long deserved (Reiter, 1975). ZLven though, how

to pose the women's question wag still a problem,

Major critique came from the classical
Marxists who are least concerned with the gender
issuege According to this theoretical stance a
society is taken on its totality., They focus
on the emancipation of the working class from
oppression and exploitation by capitalist class;
meaning thereby a total emancipoction of disadvantaged

mankind both men and women.,

But the feminists within the tradition

criticized this summary conclusion as fziling to
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adequately deal with the questioh of women subordi-
nation historically in teros of the relation of women
to modes of production and reproduction (Kuhn and Wolpe,
1978:2). The feminist group, therefore,.has suggested
2 materialist approach to mnalysing the condition of
women in their respective societies to such an extent
that marxism is transformed, and hence a- move towards
construction of marxist ~ feminism (Kuhn ond Wolpe,

1978:9).

Amidst these criticisms, however, the issue
of womeh is still looked at with apprehension by many

people as Vuorela (1987) observed:

"When the internationnl UN
Decade for women wasg launched
there still were mony people
who looked at the issue of
women with apprehension, In
the Third World, feminism and
mobilization of wpmen for some
signified yet another aspect
of .continued 'colionization',
the import of dubious ideas
coming from the West with no
relevance, for ingtonce, in
African context, : There are
those who argued that feminism
was a preoccupatign only suitable
for Western, midlle~class women
who could afford the luxury of
theorizing about the subtleties
of sexual relations and sexual
divisions" (Vuorela 1987:1).

Such a controvergy hag resulted in expansion
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of intellectual work known ng 'women studies' that

is regarded as a means by whicli women can produce
knowledge about themselves, of their own history

and conditioni ond disseminate that knowledge

by means of pedagogical practice (Kuhn and Wolpe,
1978:2), The expansion of the academic work means
that the very problems raised have to he addressed
in a more precise and articulate theoretical
groundings, hence, arouging o donger of fragmentation
and secretarianism among feminist theoreticions

(Kuhn and Wolpe, 1978: 4).

As a result; the expanded intellectual work
fell under heavy criticism from both Western and the

Third World Scholars,

McDonough and Harrison (1978) for insta?ée,
have argued that women issue was.analysed in such
a way that majority of participants were excludeg.
from * what was being said, Their criticism was
geared towards the theory of Patriarchy. They
felt that any theoretically oriented enterprise
by its nature fails%to take into account actions
and events which ordinary women experience and
understand (Kuhn and Wolpe, 1978: 4). Such a

critical tendency hinges back on the problematic
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relationship between theory and practice in social
gciences, and is perhaps informed by 'action' theory

as formulated by Weber (1947),

YA1l human behaviour when and in

so far as the ccting individusl
attaches a subjecctive meaning

to it. Action is social in so

far as, by its virtue of subjective
meaning attached to it by acting
individual (or individuals) it

takes account of behaviour of others
and is thereby oriented in 1ts
course (Weber, 1947:88).

Materialist critics on the other hand attacked
feminist theory of dealing with the gquestion of women
oppression in abstract (Mies, 1982: 86). They call
upon rESeérchers to adopt o comparative study of
contemporary societies in order to map out the
historically specific variant and invariant qualities,
sex=typing and their material ond idéological |
expressions (Stoler, 1982). The materinlist pfoglematic
is based on a‘conceptualization of hﬁman éociet? as
defined by its production of subsistence nd .biological

reproduction as Engles (1972) wrote:

iAccording to the mterialist
conception, the determining
factor in history is, in the final
instance, the production and
reproductiaon of immediate life,
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This again, is o two fold
character; on the one side,

the production of the means

of existence, of food, clothing
and shelter, and the tools
necessary for the productionyg

on the other side, the production
of human beings themselves, -
(Engels, 1972: 72),

Materialism, therefore, nanalyses the position
of women in the society in terws of the relations of
production and reproduction ot specific historical
moments focusing on the deterwinzte character of sexuel
divisioh of labour and its implication for power
relations between men ond women (Xuhn and Wolpe,
1978:7). This, infact is the gist of the matter in
the discussion on gender issues, but not literature
has so far dealt with adequately, Adopted theoretical
froamework must have made it difficult to concretize
the issues, particularly the theories of economic
power and dependency which foll short of explanatory

power,

Dependency theory, for example,
is weak since it approaches the problem negatively,
and concentrates on aspects of deprivation of a
class by another without giving a way forward
(Swantz, 1985:3), Also it underrates the local

solutions in correcting the existing dependency
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-nascent social stratification have on the situation

of women (Swantz, 1985%4), This methodology enables .
a social analyst to idéﬁtify?{helopportunities that
exist within the societies foxﬁwomen to improve

their lot accordingly (Swantz, 1985:5). Its:application
to thé Third World situation he;ﬁs to demystify a
number of common assumptions aﬁdﬁ% the Third World
Women, and the colonial mastefs (Miés, 1983:3). Thus,
it has a particular relevancetfor Tanzanian women
researchers in their efforts to:reconstruct women's
history (Mies, 198234);“ Surely, .it suits the analysis
of gender inequality in irricatioﬁ agriculture in
Tanzania as it enables ug to uncover the myths that
are developed around the control of irrigation water,
particylarly among Batemi.

5

2.2 WOMEN IN IRRIGATION SGRICULTURE

’
€ et

Més%hiitefature in iffigétion agriculture
in Tanzaenia Bééﬁconcehtratéé'on large scale
irrigation schemés (Cadribo, 1975, Rugumamu 1975; .
Thiongo, 19783 Angwazi,, 1983; Dibwe, 1984; and Ngana,
1985). Basically because all zlong, the efforts to
develop irrigation agriculture in'tﬂe country were

directed towards engineering nspects, and less

Ty
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attention was paid to égvioultural side = water
manggement and irrigatibﬁ?ﬁfdg%iceV(Dibwe, 1984),
Only recently are the efforts being redirected towards
small holder irrigation that requires light capital

intensity (Mascarenhas, A, 1985:; Yoshinda, 1985),

Researchers like Cadribo (1975), Rugumamu (1985),
Thiongo (1978), Angwazi (1983), Dibwe (1984),
Mascarenhas (1985), Ngana (-985) and Yoshinda (1985)
~are not appreciative of the role the producers play
in the technological option for irrigation agriculture,
They are silent on the role of women in irrigation
agriculture though we know that women constitute
the main part of the agricultural labour force in
rural areas., Ngana (1985), for instance attributes
the failure of Ikowa dam in Dodoma to the
decrease in water volume, The fall in the water
volume was due to siltation that is a éaotor regsultant
from environmental damage by humon activities, overs
grazing and impropef maintenance of thé dam which he
totally ignores in his anolysis. Theréfore, one could
arguelthat his =2nalysis of the problem is weak in the
sense fhat it capitalizes on the structural aspect of
technology and forgets the human pd}t of the technological

development,
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Maséarenhaé (19$5)5seé@§ to be‘optimistic
about traditional irrigstion. He views its
evolvement with minimum capitﬁl utilization to have
significant edge over formal capital intensive
schemes, His optimism has barred him from analysing
contradictions which are inherent in the traditional
irrigation practices such as unequal Water rights,
unequal gender roles in irrigafion worksg <otc.

The only important point he hag raised im his analysis 1s his
abtribukion of the failure of irrigation agriculture
in Africa, and particularly in Tanzania, to a

double edged aid policies of donor countries., He
asser®s that, whereas mony African countries have
failed to benefit from construction of research
contracts, the engineering firms have thrived on
irrigation plans (Mascarénhas, 1985:9), In 2o way, he
is saying that irrigation projects caters for the
interest of the donating agencies more than it does
to the recipient country, All in all, he is silent
on the role of women in irrigation, so his analyses

are weak in this aspegt.

The available literature on the Temi people
(Robert Gray, 1963; Betty Groy, 197713 Potkanski,
19853 and the Netherlands Development Organization

(SNV), (1988) covers the higtory of the ethnic group,



its system of beliefs %ﬁd irfigation problems, also
it depicts unequal conﬁrol of the means of production
among the members of the community., However, it
~does not analyse why such an inequality exists!

It appologetically portrays gender inequality simply
as a behaviour necessary for exploiting available
ecological resources. Gray (1963) specifically,
discusses every other social asgpect of Batemi, but

the issue of gender inequality.

He adequately discusseg the importance of
the Temi irrigation system economically, socially’
and politically, He correctly attributes unequal
power relations among Bateni to the unequal right
to irrigation water which is held by a few clan
elders (the wenamiji), (Gray, 1963:154), Ehe
wenamiji, he says, enact laws and are upheld by such
laws. The system of irrigation, he con¢ludes,
serves as a basic determinant of class structure
as well as the source of political power (Gray,

1963: 159).

The silence in the literature on the role
of women in irrigation agriculture and Robert Gray's
(1963) apologetic approach to the gender inequality

cannot pass without critical analysis, This work
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role that women play in irrigation agriculture among
Batemi, The task is to examine the underlying cause
for the gender inequality that is portrayed in the
literature, within the context of the Teml people's
social relations of production, The insights of
sfudying gender. inequality in terms of the social
relations of production came from reading some
faminist and antrhopological works by Maquet (1961),
Reiter (1975), Foreman (1977), Kuhn & Wolpe (1978),
Swantz (1985), Vuorela (1987), to mention only a

few.

" Maquet's (1961) work, The Premise of Inequality

-

in Rwanda, has contributed to widening our theoretical
frame of reference, It as triad to uncover covert
culture (artifacts, behabtiour, myths and beliefs)

by pointing out that it has a lot more than can be
observed, and is usualilly exﬁlained in the sense

that its conception and valﬁes femain unexpressed

or even more unconsciows for the culture bearer

(Maquet 1961: 180).

He argues that inequality 'in Rwanda is
premised in the culture that owes much to social

relations of productien and reproduction. We are
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convinced that gender inequality has a similar

essence, so must be explained along similar lines, .

Reiter's (1975) book, Egygyd and Anthropology

of Women, has given us alot of insights in reviewing
the available literature on the irrigation agriculture
in Tanzania., Her attack of the double male bias in
anthropological accounts of cother culture has been
very useful in our attempt to analyse the issue of
gender inequality in irrigation agriculture, The
double male bias she has attacked sre the bias the
researchers bring with them in the field research,

and the bias they get if the society they study
expresses male dominance (Reiter, 1975: 13): aléo?
male bias in selecting population sample. She has
noted with great concern that most researchers

have the prejudice about men having more access

to the control of significant information, hence
reflecting the reality of women in what men express

as the reality and thereby gencralizing that the
society displays male dominance (Reiter, 1975: 14).
She argues that some recorded cultures have disproved
-such a generalization, especially the works of Draper(1975)
““and Slocum (1975) among hunter/gatherers - the

Kung and Bambuti regpectively, These works have

displayed equality being practiced by both sexes.
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In the light of this anslvysis, we are able
to reflect on the existing literature on irrigation
agriculture, and are able to make two observations;
That women are 'invisible! in the literature because
the subject matter wnich is capitalized on, the
engineering aspect of technological innovation is
claimed to be gender neutral, DBasically because
the authors have missed the focal point in the
development of irrigation i.e., the role of the
producers., Therefore, their work ceasges tp be
gender neutral, It is actually male biased, so has
deliberately 'hidden' women bhecause of the assumption
that technological development is men's domain,
The male bias hinges back on the methodological approach
of the desciptine =~ anthropology - the works of the
Grays (1963 and 1971). The present work seeks to
underscore the position/%gmen in irrigation agriculture.
It adopts a social historical methodological to
investigate the extent to which women are present
and/absent in the irrigatioﬁ practice in the Temi
community. This will enablegus to comprehend the
social cultural and political practices (processes)

and their effects on the position of women,
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CHAPTER 3

METHODOLCGICAL PHOCEDURES

3,1  AREA OF STUDY

The field research coﬁered Butemine area that
includes three out of five administrative wards of the
Sales division, the most easgtern division of the
Ngorongoro district, The three wards are: Digodigo,
Oldonyosambu and Sale, The field study was 1imited
to one ward only, namely Digodigo, due to resource

constraints in terms of time and funds,

Digodigo is the largest of all wards as can -
be seen in the Map given below, Also, it has a
population which is exclusively Batemi. The other
two wards are shared by both the Masai and the
Temi people., Again, Digodigo has a relatively
dense population compared to the other two. Whereas,
it has a total population of about 6,755 people
(3029 men and 3727 women , the other two have
a total population of 4275 people (1937 being
men and 2298 women) (Census Preliminary Report,

1988) .

The Digodigo ward is made up of three villages
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which are also party branches. The villages are
Digodigo, Kisengiro and Sarmunge., These are registered
villages according to the 1975 Village Act., But in

1988, the Digodigo party branci was split into two

branches « Mughold%&nd Digodigo. In 1989, Samunge too
split into two = Yasimditto an@i@amunge. The main
reason given for the split of thé branches into

two, was the 'increase'! in the party membérship.

The District Executive Committee of the Party's

ordinary meeting revealed a different picture of the

Party membership in Butemine area though.

The Secretariat of the hxecutive Committee
complained of the poor mayment of the annual
subscription among the Butemine membérs; and
therefore no branch was supnosed to be existing as
an independent branch in the DButemine area as none
fulfilled the requirement of having at least 50 members

who paid their annual subscription until June 1989,

A1l the new branches were gtill under the
governments of their former branches by the time
of our field research because they were not yet
registered. The delay for the registration was
rather procedural. The two parent village

governments looked to dislike the split, so were
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delaying the procedure that requires them to endorse

the split of the villages into two.

3,2  DATA COLLECTTION TECHNTCUES

In a study of this nature, a single data
collection method could not suffice adequate information
vielding data., 1In drder to get a quality data, one
has to employ more techniques ~ participatory research,
informal interviews and documentary studies. The first
two technigues gave us~ usgeful information, but the
last was very limited to documents found at the district
offices., No relevant documents could be available at

the level of villages,

2.2.17 SAMPLING METHOD

A stratified sample of 90 individuals was
selected from the district offices and three villages
named above, Digodigo, Kisangiro and Samunge. The
break down of the sample population categories were
10 Party and government officials in the district,

46 individual men and 34 individual women, The
individuals got into the sample by random selection
of households from the three villages. The 10
officials were deliberately chosen for an informal

interview in order to get preliminary information of
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the area under study so that we could make a choice

of a specific location in Butemine, The officials
which were contacted included the District Commissioner,
the District Officer, the District Executive Director,
the District Planning Officer, the District Lducation
Officer, District Community Development Officer, and
the Chairman of the District Council. The Party
leaders were the District Party Secretary, the
Chairperson of the District UWT, and her Secretary.
The sample of the officials managed to provide us
with 4 women which makes a total of 38 women in

the population sample, but leaved us to have covered
52 men in total, out of 90 people who made up our

sampie.

The Samunge village has given us relatively
more people in the population sample, About 39 people
were contacted from randomly selected households at this
village., The selection of households, was based on
L ten cells, The village wag chosen to provide us
with more population sample because it looked to be
the largest of all (see a given below map ).
Additionally,‘the village hag diversified its
production activities, thus was hoped to give us

an insight of an impact of nascent developments
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and changes among the Temi »people, ' The second.

village in giving us a large sample was Digddigo.

~ About 32 cases of individﬁél households were
drawn from randomly selected tén‘éeils from this
village, Among the 32 people, 22 were mén“éndlﬂQT;
women, These were selected from 5 zones (vitongoji)
out of 7. The covered ébnes were Diéodigo, Makurehe~
ridani, Mtalane, Nabdru and Rera, The two which

could not be covered due ﬁo:their'distant location
(about 6 mileé)'ffom the villageAcentre - were
Bigongo and Kimaheri. Kisangiro village could

give us only 9 people into the sawple because the
field research coincided with the fateful breakéut

of an epidemics -mehingitis. We could contact only 5
women and 4 men. Even though, the village was

found relatively small as cen be seen in the

map giVen above and the village settlements
elusttred together to such an extent that people
could coverse with their neighbours from their own

homes.



52

Among the people included in the village
sample were the three Primary Schools headtachers,
division secretary, ward secretary and the councillor
who was also the vice chairman of the District
council, The village leaders too were interviewed
informally., The leaders got into the sample by the
virtue of their positions, and also to find out how
different sections of the comiunity view the issue
of gender inequality in relation to the irrigation

water,

3+.2.,2 INFORMAL INTERVIEWS/O3SERVATION

Interview questions were centred around
irrigation practice and water mansgement, The
questions covered irrigation techniques and knowledge,
labour and its tools, fixed capital such as

constructed structures.

The focus was on gathering information on
knowledge :, types of irrigated crops, magnitude of
irrigation work and the extent to which the work
yields, as well as the division of labour in

relation to the irrigation work,

Observation actually yiclded commendable

facts on irrigation structurcs snd tools, although
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some informal interviews were necessary in clarifying
some of the issues on the construction of irrigation

furrows and the upkeep of the structures,

The aspect of water menagement was researched
on by questioning the totality of control in resourcs
allocation in the villages - land, irrigation water
and labour., The questions‘were directed to finding
out existence of bodies that are responsible for
allocating scarce resources in villages - e.g.
formal village committees, councils of village
elders and any other body, particularly how such
bodies were established where they existed, Specific
role of each body was looked into in case of the
existence of more than one body, Particular gquestions
were acgked about the involvement of women in decisions
that affected resource allocation and management., Facts
about individual rights in the community were gathered
by asking questions such as what are the traditional
rights of father, mother or children in a household?
And whether there was a change on those traditional
rights with time] Simply, the cuestions were centered
around who does the cultivation, domestic work and
cattle herding, also around any existenoe of any
form of collective responsibility -~ e.g. to adults,

youths and children, Questions seeking information
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about any existence of forms of oppression and
exploitation in the community - class or gender
were avoided., But that aspect of social life was
researched on through observation, especially by,
listening to various expressions used to explain
the way people interact or related to one another,
also observing the advantages and disadvantages that
different strata or groups of the community had.

The manner im which such rights to advantages or

disadvantages were spelt out was examined too.

5.2,3 SHORT COMINGS

Sampling is always a problem in the Third
World researches including those of Tanzania, Ten
cells are usually teken as an ideal sampling frame
due to insufficient data bank, Ve went with the
same understanding of ten cells being the reliable
sampling frame as they constituted small units of the
Party branches, i.e, they are usually made up of ten
households., In Butemine, we met a different situation,
The ten cells were made up of twenty or more
households because only those party members who had
already paid their annual subscription, were given
fhe right to form the call whicli is the primary

party sitting (CCM Constitution, 1982)., Few people
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had so far paid their 1989 annual subscription in
Butemine, so all other households whose, ten cells
leadership did not pay their subscription, were

pooled under those whoge leaders have so far paid it
for that year. As a result, each ten cells appeared to
be very big. Moreover, sowme individual heads of
household were appearing in more than one location

due to the search for pastures, But we could minimize
such a problem by understanding the life histories

of pebple in évery ten cells under study so that the

same people could not be regearched on again,

This purposeful elimination could be done
easily with the help of the ten cellz leaders and

the interpreter we were having with us.

Population sample of 80 villagers was small
compared to the Batemi population of 12,335 .people.
But the study was qualitative rather than quahtitative
oriented,; thus we concentrated on an indepth study
that required more resourceg in terms of time and

money, which were limited unfortunately.

Time in particular wag very limited for the
participatory research, Again, it was not very

suitable for the study of irrigation practices



56

since the field study had to take place when people
were not actively engaged in irrigation activities.

The months of September, October and November would
have been appropriate, but the University had already
set a time limit of three months starting from May

to July, ’!989’° Because we were given that period

of time to do.the field regearchh and it was very
difficult to get to the research destination because
the period fell in the last wmoutns of the rainy

season, the roads to the Ngorongoro District, let alone
those to Butemine area, were still impassable. As a result,
we had to spend the whole month in Arusha, the regional
headguarter, This un anticipated stay in the big

town made us spend almost all the research grant on
hotel bills which were very high in Arusha compared

to those of small towns or villages. Consequently,

we were left with just a meagre fund which could

hardly enable us to do a sound indepth study.

Transport was one of the most limiting factor.
As stated above, the roads remained impassable for
gquite sometime, leaving public transport not to operate,
So, we had to depend on private vehicles to get to the
district headquarters, and <rom the headquarter to
the research area and local travelling was solely

on foot, This mode of travel affected the field
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research coverage especially wirten the villageé

under study were more than four miles apart. When

we had to follow women into their field farms, the
situation was made worge, because to get to the

farms, one had to cover a distance of three or so miles,
plus getting back to where we were keeping ourselves,
we happened to be covering a distance of six miles

daily.

F'aced with the situation as explained above,
we wanted to extend the duration for our field
research to at least Septenber 1989, But, there was
a fateful breakout of epidemics -~ meningitis. The
areas was béing quarantined by the time we quitted it.
That partly explains why we could not cover more than
80 people in the villages. Lven though, the women
population is the least covered, only 34 compared
to 46 male population. Basically because they were
found out of their homes for either harvesting or
attending to the cattle, A+t times when women were
found at home in the presence of their husbandé, they
happened to be shaming to answer the research
guestions. In such situations, women were followed
in more private places like in kitchens or where they

were fetching water or else collecting firewood.
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This private discussion with women, was also limited
to issues that the researcier can understand without
the interpreter's help. Since we also realized

that the presence of the male interpreter we had

was negatively affecting the coversation about private
or personal life experienceg of individual women.

The researcher in such caseg had to bank on a
similarity between bantu langusges such as Kiswahili
and Kigogo, of which Ki~Temi is one. One being
attentive, she could get some expressions, and get

more intimate talks with women.

The field research as a whole; with exception
of those discussions concerming domestic domain,
banked on the interpreter whiom we secured from
the district headquarter, We were given the male
interpreter because it wag known that the
field research was going to involve a lot of cross
villages walk., The distriot\authorities found
it necesgsary to provide a man with us for security
purposes, since the area bhelongs to one of the
'hostile' people of north-eagtern Tanzania,
Practice proved to us that Batemi, were the most
humble people., In all the places we passed, they

were very welcoming and open minded. May be the
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problem was only at the domination of the discussion
by the elders, Wherever there was an elder, the
Juniors never said a thing. The situation was a
reverse among the women, With the presence of the
younger women, who were usgually conversant with
Kiswahili, the elder women happened to leave the
discussions to those younger ones. Because we

also wanted to get life experiences of the elderly
women, we had to accept thosge younger women for local

interpreters in those situations,.

We had earlier on planned to counter~check
the facts gathered from observation and informal
interviews, with documentary evidences., To our
disadvantage no village government was keeping any
document, not even a village register. This made
it difficult for us to examine production records
for the past three years, nor could we ggther any
recorded information oﬁ resource allocation in the
villages, Although the lack of documentary sources
might have had little effect on the quality of our
work, their availability would nave madévany followsup
regearch easy. LEven though we managed to gather a
substantial information from cheervation and informal
interviews as-will be presented in the following

chapter,
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FIELD FINDINGS P.

SENTA TION

NP UDAPY

This chapter presents findings from field
research as described in chapter three of this study.
Main topics to be covered in this chapter include
social organizational set-up, main economic activities,
and the household economy, iiousehold infact, is taken
as a unit of analysis whereby discussion of control
and management of its economy will give us a picture
of the position of women in the community politics.

This chapter is a descriptive analytical presentation.

4.1 Social Organizational Set-up

Formal organizational set-up among Batemi is
the same as that found in rural Tanzania, The
Butemine communities are organized into five villages
which form three administrative wards., As gstated
above, this study covers only one ward - Digodigo
which is made up of three villages. These ares

Digodigo, Kisangiro and Samunge,

A brief overview of the village communities
is given in the following gections. The overview
will cover total population of villages, unique

economic activities of every village and the active
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village political structures. The discussion will
focus on women's active participation as could be
observed, A brief examination of village politics
is made so as to assess the extent to which women

get involved in it.

4.1.1 Digodigo

The village has a total population of about
3000 people among whom 1700 are women and 1300 men,
There are about 350 household which are scattered
into seven zones - Bigongo, Wabaru, Mtalane, Kimaheri,
Rera, Makurehendani and Digodigo. The village has
aboﬁt 200 acres of irrigatable land, but only 100

acress are actually irrigated,

There is a village governiment cohsisting of
seventeen members.,. The government constitutes three
committees - Finance and Planning? Defence and Security,
and Culture and Social Welfare, In principles,
the finance and planning cownrittee plans for the
viliage projects - incomé genérating and/allocation
of tasks = to villagers, and to distribute a produce
of the village joint laboyr accordingly; also to
account for the implementgtion of the village
projects., Practically, the village chairman and

his secretary were seen doing everything on behalf
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of the committee, These two people compose the

village leadership and carry on the activities on behalf
of the village. May be because the village chairman

is also the chairperson of the finance and planning

committee,

The defence and security committee safeguards
peace and security at the village levels i.e. seeing
to it that peoples lives and wnroperties are safe.

It is supposed to promote local defence and security.
Practice made it clear to us that, the committee takes
no active role in local defence and security matters,
The task of defehding the community is undertaken

by the warrior group and is directed by the community's

age grade system,

The culture and social welfare committee
is responsibile for promoting social services in the
village -~ health, water, education, etc. The school
committee was the only one Ffound active so far. It
was meeting regularly to discuss matters pertaining
to school life,. In fact, it was active because
the teachers were continuously seeking cooperation
from parents in order to smoothen working relation
with pupils and for better learning environment

at school. The parentwteachiers cooperation is
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necessary among Batemi because Fformal education
is accepted in so far as it does not conflict with
their societal goal of adherence to culture as will

be seen in the following sections,

.Alongside with the seventeen members of the
village government, the Digodigo had fifteen members
of the executive committee of the party branch until
1988, when the branch splitted into two due to an
'increase' in the number of its members, the fact
which was digputed by the ordinary meeting of the
executive committee of the party in the district,
The meeting revealed that both old and the new
party branches deserve a closure, because they did
not have a minimum required nunmber of members to
guarantee a separate existence as the party branches,
Most members of the two branches did not pay their

annual subscription at thg time of this field study.

The membership of both the executive committee

$

of the party branches and that of the village
government was'exclusivel} mele, Among the executive
committee members there are five members of the
political committee., These supposedly form the

village joint leadership, Ng usual, the chairman
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and his secretary have overshadowed the political
committee as well as the executive committee,
Similarly the village government is overshadowed
, L T SLAR A &
because the village chairman automatically becomes

the village: government leader,

The procedure has so far given the power
to the old party branch, until the new one gets
registered as_the village, The conditions for the
registrationﬁpeéuires the former village government
to make some procedural endorsement, which it does
not want to do for the reasons best known to the
leaders of that village governmenf. Because the
former village go&ernment's leaders do not want
to make such a ?rooedural endorsement, the registration
of the new government is delayed, as a result the
new branch and the‘former branch leaders donot seem
to see themselves eye to eye, and the problem of
procedural requirement is far being settled,
consequently, the ragistration of the new government
continues being unngcessarily delayed., Such a delay
has had a negative impact on the social

development of the wvillage that seeks registration,

4,7,2 Kisangiro

The village is made up of 160 households,
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It has a total population of 1249 people out of
which 720 are women and 529 are men. Potentially
the village has a total of 300 acres of irrigatable

land out of which only 150 is actually irrigated.

Like the above mentioned village, it has
a government consisting seventeen members out of
which two are women., The government constitutes
three committees with similar functions 1like those
we have seen in the case of the previously examined
village government. The two women members of the
government are also incooﬁerated into the fifteen
members of the executive committee of the party
branch of that village. | |

At the time of thig field reseéroh, the
village had temporary leaders because the elected
ones were at large. ;Thetcﬁairman was facing murder
charges, so was remanded, énd the secretary was
transfered to another villgge. The two temborary
leaders, appeared to us,tv%ry soft to such am extent
gt ¢ the village governmént seemed closer to

extreme inexistence,

Generally, the village looked one of the

poorest of all. For example, no individual farm
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holding had exceeded two acres (be it irrigated or
rainfed) in that production vear (1988/89). The
agricultural output of each villager contacted hardly:
reached two bibhondo (an eguivalent of two sisal

bags weigheing 90 ks, each), The village environment
was extremely unclean due to congestion of houses

and lack of latrines., People were very unhealthy
especially women and the children as a result

of hard work (on the part of women) and poor nutrition
for both mothers and children, The situation was

made worse when an epidemics (meningitis) broke out.,
By the time of our departure ahout twenty people

were reported to have died, many others were
hospitalized and the disease has already spread to the
neighbouring villages - Digodigo and Sale, In
Digodigo three people were already dead so were two

in Sale by the time of our departure. A team of
medical practitioners from the regional hospital -
Arusha, had arrived at the district headquarter on

our departure and the area was definitely going to

be quarantined, so we quiteed it before we were

caught in,

4,2,3 Samunge

The village hag a total population of 5,500
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people - 3200 women and 2300 ren, The village has
260 households which are located in six zones -
Yasimditto, Mugongo, Mageri, Lukereni and Samunge,

The zones are six miles apart from one another,

Initially, the villagze gettlement was
Qéncentrated in thé bottom of the rift vailey Where
only irrigation agriculture was yielding. Due to
the increase in population of both people and
livestock, settlement pattern started to move
towards top hill side of the rift valley escarpment,
in the areas of Mditto, Mugongo, Mageri and Lukereni,
initially for the purpose of grazing, because the
weather was relatively cooler there; thus condusive
for cattle keeping. Since Batemi are agfoupastoralists,
whenever they settle, they are always bound to cultivate
farm yards around their sghelters, Sorghum proved to
have been yielding in the tophill side lands, and
hence the villagers have adopted an extensive
agricultural method, and are now growing sorghum
and maize, Thus the migratory trend is now uphill
mobility because the irrigatable land is very
limited., There are 200 acres of potentially
irrigatable land, but only & half (100 acres) is
aotﬁally irrigated hy the villagers and some public

institutions -~ primary school and the Lutheran church.,
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Land holdings in the irrigated agricultural
land hardly exceeds two acres per household., In that
limited area of land, the household has to squeeze
in crops such as cassava, gweet potatoes, variety of
beans ('kunde', 'fiwi'! and 'mbaazi'), and fruit
varieties - banana plants, orange and guava trees.
Such a vegetable food only supplemenfé thelééreal N
grain production in the top hill lands, So currently,
the Temi people of Samunge subsist on rainfed agriculture
since the irrigated farm land cannot suffice their

subsistence production requirements,

This village like the other two named above,
has a village government concigting seventeen members
which are exclusively men., Similarly, the government
constitutes the three committees with a similar
functions as described above, DMore closely related
to the first village (Digodigo), the village has
two party branches «  Samunge and Yasimditto. The
party branch officially split into two in May 1989,
The main reason for such a gplit among others, was
the famous increase in the number of party membership
which was already dasputed by the District Executive
Committee of the party's meeting we attended during

our field research as stated ahove,
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Again like in fﬁe' first village, the two
branch 1eéders~live in an anfagonistic relation,
The new branch leaders' (the Yasimditto's) blame
the former branch leaders for incidences of squandering
village funds. As much as the old party branch
leaders could not raise any Chaféeé against the new branch
leaders, they are pinching them on the procedural
aspect, and finally delaying the registration of
the new party branch as on independent village. At
the moment the Yasimditto branch is doing fine,
it has managed to buy itself a village lorry, and is
working on building a primary school on the village
site, so as to minimize the distance their children
cover to and from to reach the present primary school
every day., Thé branch éuthority was also working
on getting the villagers a milling machine so as
to reduce the cereal grinding workload on the part
of women, There seemed ©To iove been water problem
in dry season on the part of the rift valley
escapment, The district authority was alreédy
contacted to see a possibility of having bore holes
or shallow wells at any cost as the villagé}s blaimed
to be prepared for any contribution, 'Héwever,'theéé
efforts are being hampered by the delay in fhé‘&
registration of the village govefnment which

would have been making o follow up on its own,
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At the moment, any government correspondence has

to be endorsed by theifd}mef‘ﬁarty branch leaders

who are still appropriately the legal village leaders.
Because the new branch leaders have denied them

a share in thé funds accruing from the cooperative
projects, the tendency has been to undermine new
branch authority's efforts to ameliorate living
conditions of the villagers, thus social development

in that part of the village being affected,

The village leaders might have been right
to have objected the split of the two zones Yasi
and Mditto into the party branch, as some other two
zones - Mugongo and Mageri are also arranging for
a break away on similar grounds, It is claimed
that the present village government does not cater
for their interest, and that they are contributing
much in fhe village development funds of which they
are getting nothing in return, They think that,
they can better manage their life situations when
they are given an opportunity of self governing.
But the obstacle will remain in the procedural
aspect reduired in registering & new government

as was the case with Yasgimditto.

The Lukereni zone which is about twelve

miles away from the village centre must be finding
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the current village government of no use to it.

The people in that village are busy working on

their farms in both irrigated znd rainfed farm lands.
It is one of the most productive areas in the sense
that it supplies the District headquarter (Loliondo)
with vegetable and fruits, So the people have

engaged themselves Z; producing not only for sub- Linto

sistence, but also for cash earnings.

4.1.4 Comparative Village Ixperience

Common to all the three villages like in all
the villages in Tanzania, is organizationak gebt=yp. .In
addition to that, the three villages have male
dominated village leadership ag exhibited by the
constitution of the male membership in both the
village go&ernments and the executive committee of
the party. Only one village could incooperate two
female out of seventeen and fifteen members of
both the government and the executive committee
of the party branch respectively, Nevertheless,
the incooperation of the two female members was
inspired by the exposure thce two women had outside
their community in the early years of their youthehdped,
also an influence of the ward councillor who is a
regident of that village, The two women happen

to have travelled extensively outside their



72

community, and so was the waord Councilior_ They
confessed to have experienced women involvement

in village governments in other communities, which
they found worth while to adopt in their village.
The other village governments and the party branch
executive committees could not get into them female
leaders for what was claimed to be unwillingness

on the part of the women to Join the village politics.,

We learnt from most women that they were
unwilling to join the village 1eadership'because
they did not have time for involvement in the village
politics which they regarded of secondary importance
compared to subsistence econowmic activities, They
infact expressed the concern that they were not
given an opportunity to be involved in the village
politics in the sense that no efforts were made to
reduce the production workload on their part, and
that, most of their time wasg being taken up by food

which preparation

s

production and procegsing o
involveg a tedious processes from the ground to the

port. ©See an attached time table,
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Table 4,1

A aain A Mema matnd

Time allocation to Production and Domestic Works Among

Women interviewed

Grinding Cereal Crains

5.00 -
6.00 a.m, 2, Preparing Breskfasts; and

3. Caring for children
6,00 - 4, Walking to Sumine (cattle houses/sheclters)
9.00 a.,m., 5, Milking cows

6, Letting the cattle out

7. Cleaning the environment

8. Walking backhome, collecting firewood

and/water for domestic use

9900 -
12,00 9. Walking to the farms
noon 10, Working in the fields

11. Collecting firewood and green relish

12. Walking backhome
12,00 -
3.00 p.m.13., Grinding Cereal grains

14, Lunch Preparation

15, Any other btusiness and resting
BOOO ki
6.00 p.m. 16. Walking to the Iields

17. Working in the fields

18. Collecting green relish and firewood

19. Returning home,
6,00 - 20, Walking to the Sumine
8,00 p.m, 21. Evening milking and letting in the cattle

22, Fetching water and walking backhome,
8.00 - 23, Grinding cereal grain flour
11,00 24, Preparing supper and attending to any
P.M, sibling
11.00 = 25. Socking grain flour for beer making
12,00
mid-night 26, Grinding germinated millet for fermenting

the heer

12,00 - 27. Sleeping

5.00 a.m,

L B N I S s et i - - o i,

Source: Field Survey
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As one can seen from Teble 4,1 above, the
daily activities in which women get involved leave
them with very few hours for resting even at nights,
This shows how they donot have any time for political
involvement which they regard secondary to subsistence
economic activities. Moreover, about 59% (20 out
of 34) of female respondents, complained of their
views not being respected in household decisions - e.g.
marriage and funeral arrangements, Nonetheless,
is the village government's inectiveness that
discourages women from participating in them since
it (the government) is not doing anything.
Furthermore, in the field we could observe a
deliberate move to bar women from entering the village
politics by disregarding femele members through open
ridicules and the use of abusive language to discourage
women, and the two female members in both the
executive committee of the party branch and the

government at Kisangiro confirmed to us such a practice,

The problem of non involvement of women in
village politics, however, requires deeper analysis
and understanding. It must be rooted in the Ujamaa

and Ujamaa Villages Act No,29 of 1975. The Act

was meant to give legal powers to the village
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governments so that theyscamwdeal with social,

P ey e

political and economic"mattéEé’in;theirzarea of
jurisdiction. It was focusged on the matters
concerning the declining peasant production, thus
aimed at involving:the peasants themselves more in

- the decision making prooevc by creating local
structures that wou1d'mobilize the magses for éq@munal
work. The Act, in a:putshe 1, was aimed at breaking
through the tradltlonal for”" of peasant socio=-
economic organization so as,to enablé the state
extract surplus from the peasa productlon°
(Bisanda, 1989: 8&) It was uctually meant for

sash crops oriented peasant p:oduotlona' Noghlng
was done to transform the old social s%rucfﬁres

that inhibit women involvement in political affairs,
After all, the demand to the neasant, was first

and foremost, to live together in the villages

while bther“things guch ag communal production and
cooperative activities were to e developed later

(Fris - Hansen, 1987),

In the case of the Batemli community,-the:
1975 Vlllaglsatlon only meant clustering the houseu
together, but production activities remained un£il
todate the responsibility of individual“househOIdﬁ.

Clans which were traditionally the units of
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production (Gray, 1963), still play the same role and
are headed by the same traditional clan elders who
occupy such positions through inheritance, Usually
the most elderly male head of household assumes\the
leading position of such the clan eldership, At his
death, his surviving male relative, inherits all

his possessions together witih the social status,

The Temi people still view their traditional
leaders @8 best qualified for controlling and
regulating irrigation water. In all the villages
we visited, people expressed their faith in the
traditional leaders for fairness, It was lamented
that immediately after 1975 villagisation exercise,
the village government leader took over the
responsibility of allocating irrigation water,

Due to their incom@etenoe in irrigation techhology,
they could not properly maintain the irrigation

water sources., Consequently, the volume of water
declined, and the irrigation requirements could

not be satisfied., The irrigation water problem

was later resolved by giving back the water allocation
responsibility to the wenamiji, the traditional

leaders,
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One observation“that”wé'could'ﬁake during
our field research was that, incompetent thé viilage
leaders might have been in irrigatioﬁ matters, the
wenamiji héd manipulated the zitustion by attributing
the fall of the water volume Lo an offéhde'committed
to the Sonjo God (Khambageu) since the responsibility
of allocating and controlling the irrigation water
was given to the wrong people. Some rituals had
to take place before the wenemiji assumed their
regponsibility of allocating the water. From there
onwards, the water volume returmed to a satisfactory
level, and every peasant could at least get a

minimum required irrigation hours.

Perhaps, the incompetence of the village
leaders in'irrigationumatteré,.could be attributed
to unhappy marriage between formal and informal
leadership. In most.daseé, thé'gOVérnmént'ét higher
levels on the one hand, discoﬁrages adoption of
traditional leaders as local leaders since it
views them as conservative, reszigtent to change and
so on. On the other hand, it cannot afford bringing
in local level leaders from other communities, because
first of all it does not have enough resources to
have done so, and secondly, pcople outside any
community do not know local situations, thus camnot

\

make best 10031 leaders.

X
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Faced with such & dilemma, the government
sought to get 'moderate' local leaders among
Batemi., For thet particular reason no recognized
traditional leader was adopted as a local leader.
Partly because the Temi people could not see any
significance of the village government, To them,
its occupation suited the people who did not have
enough production activities to take care of; cattle
keeping, bee hives examination, and irfigation water
manipulations and partly because occupation of the
village leadership requires certain level of
literacy which most traditional leaders did not have.
As a result, relatively young people, particularly
those who went to school and have served in government
or prastatal organizations outside their community
occupied the village leadership nositions.
Eventually, the Temi people jugtifiably express the
village government leadersghip as suiting 'shomba'!
people (out-caste)s i.e. people who no longer value
the traditional norms and values of theif societye.
The estaBlishedlocal leadership, therefore, has
ceased to conform with the demands of the local
people from the start, i.e. adherence to norms
and values of tﬁe community. Only to worsen the
situation by the local leacers assumption of the

role of controlling irrigation water, traditionally
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meant for the chosen few, the wenamiji.

The laxity of traditional leaders and
particularly of local people in formal politics
is not unique of the Temi community. It was seen
among the Nyamwezi (Miller, 1966) and the Pare
(0'Barr, 1970), It is actually perpetuated by
the government's view of economic development as
political development in the rural areas, But the
local people are aware that scme economic forces
such as producer prices, lack of advanced training
of techniques of production and extension services
are beyond their control; and therefore tend to
feel ineffective politifally and hence remain
sceptical about political innovations in the name
of economic development (OfBarr, 1970: 20), The
government on its part regards traditional leaders
as both positive and negative factors in the
institutionalization of local leadership. Mainly
because they are viewed as being not innovative.
But it is known that, the moderate leaders, innovative
as they might be, donot have the authority to
implement and enforce theilr ideas due to the age

grade system of thé community,

The situation is worsened by the election
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procedures whereby the pdrty branch chairperson
automatically becomes a v1lifve government leader‘

In Butemine, the branch leaders are elected by‘tne
members whose nnmber hardly reaches fifty,a.Un;M.
fortunately, people who could not have done Weil in
inférmad’ politics, hapbened to manouver thelr g

way into the village 1eaderchie.: Deflnltely, belng

the minority's choice they had to bank much on the
legal powers they had acqullea with: tne 1975 V1lldglsatlon.
Lventually, the gap between 1nJorma1 and formal polltlcs
contlnued to wlden such tnaL perpetual confllct is

wnat is now characterising the local 1eye1_politics

in Butemine cbméﬁhity. Thig situationﬁis infact
blended (by :the. govemmmt at disﬁriqﬁu%ﬁﬁﬁl) RO
ieooporatiton.-af %hc Toacal. prople §o=all”na£tgng;_nn“
concerning sociospolitices, ‘It wds7cléimgﬁ.ﬁnai, tne
Teml people do not 11ke to cooperate in soc1o—polltloal
matters, especially paymenL of Lne party's annual i}
subscrlpflon by the membere, nayment of the development
levy and school fees and al 0 low turnout in those

S

publlC works organized by the 1oca1 government

During the field regearch, we attended two
public works = construction of an irrigation dam
and building of a cooperative shop for Yasimditto

youths, A1l these public woirks were well attended,
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They were organized by the youths themselves, The
village leaders arrived at tize scene very late in

the afternoon, For the construction of dam, we saw
an old man instruc%ing the youths how to lay out

the foundation and later, how to re-enforce the walls,
The construction of the chop was headed by a hired
technician from the district headquarter, and the
youths were Just providing manual work in plastering
the walls, We therefore take the district authority's
complaints of poor turnout of the Temi people in
public works with a 'pinch of salt.' Especially

when the local people had to express their resentments
about the government's negligence of their needs in
relation to provision of social servicesy medicine
(both veterinary and hospitzl)s poor infrastructural
developmenté no supply of agricultural inputs. InLand
actual fact we could clearly see the weakness on the
part of the (village governments). Had they been
active, such complaints on the part of the people

and vice-versa would not have been there as: they

(village governments) are supposed to bridge the people

with the government at higher levels, It clearly
appeared to us that the village level governments
are inactive such that people can feel the gap

between local and higher level governments. Perhaps
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that gives us a clue §é to why the Temi women have
always been looking at the igsue of their involvement
in the village politics with a lot of apprehension.
An examination of the age grade system and its
involvement in the politics, wmight enable us to
better understand the situation’of women in the

village politics,

4,2 Age Grade System

Age grade system can be doafined as a recognized
divisions of life cycles of individuals as they pass
from infancy to old age (Radclife - Brown, 1929: 21),
The Temi people make a.distinction of three major
age grades - boyhood, youthood and adulthood (Gray,
1963:83)., Age grading as one can see is applicable
to men only. In other words, it is the system only
applicable to a male dominant society, whereby men
are graded aceesrding to life experiences they

undergo.,

Among Batemi, the firgt age grade is that
of an inexperienced boys which covers their life
from childhpod to their initiation, or specifically
up to the time of their circumcision, Under normal
circumstance, the boys are circumcised at the age

of at least forteen years, Individuals in this age



85

grade are known as Yi{bri (sing gggggg) or ma-loyon*
(sing_&izgg). They afémﬁs&éiiy dressed in White.or
yéllow pieces of clothes, The second agé grade
starts with the iﬁitiation rites after CircumciSion.
It is known aé”fhé warrior age grade. Indi#iduals in
this group are referred to as the batana (sing. motana
(Gray, 1963-84) ér'“ﬁgzggggé {sihglggggg5; Usually,
they are dressed in read pieces éf clothes, and are
always armed with bows, arrows and matchettes (sime)
because their task, first and foremost;-is to defend
© the community. Traditionally, they were>not bbliged
. to participate in any other productive activity,

_2 and. they had to be provigioned by other members of the
copmunity, for warriorship provided a full time
occupation (Gray, 1963: 96). With the impact of
:monetization of economy world wide, the Temi youths
could not Just wait to be provisioned by the rest

of the community members, They have started engaging
themselves in cash eaming activitieg like petty
trade, cooperative agricultural production and
seasonal casual labour, particularly domestic service

across Kenya. The third age grade is reached after

retiring from warriorship, An individual in this

age grade is called montomonkolo (pl. hamalankolo)

¥Terms layon and moran are adopted from their
neighbouring Masai, They express the similar
age grades among the neighbours too.
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which literally translates as an elder/elders
(Gray, 1963:A85). The task of individuals in
this grade is to re-enforce collective elders'
deciéions at the level of their respective households

of which they are the heads,

Most households we visited during the field
research, were being headed by adult men who were
controlling management of the household means
of production, of labour and its output., We could
clearly see that age grade syztem was very much
influencing the village politics in the sense that
decision makers., These are about three to six
council of elders from different parts of the
villages understudy, Samunge being the larger
villager, has nine wenamiji, three from Yasi and six
from the central part of the village Hahara, Digodigo
has a total of twelve wenamiji, six from Digodigo
and the other six from Mugholo, Kisangiro haé
six too. Nobody could really tell us how the
wenamiji were chosen - into their position. It
looked 1like people still had overwelming belief
that they (wenamiji) were the descendants of the

partrilineal lines of the men who lived in Khambageu's

(the Sonjo God) life time, and that they were
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being ordained into their positions by the God
(Gray, 1963:143), The discugszion about the
relationship between the God and the wenamidi
seemed very unpleasant with all the informants,
The only thing which most informants stressed was
the fairness of the wenamiji in allocating irrigation
water, They kept on attributing the persistence
of the irrigation system in the past two centuries
to the collective efforts of the wenamiji. We saw
them particularly right when we happened to see
certain weirs being rehabilitated, Youths were
mostly offering manual work, but the expertise

on irrigation structures! work was provided by old
men, Of-course, the old men must have been keeping
the knowledge to themselves zo that, the young
generation keeps on recognizing the importamce

of the age grade system, However, it could be
clearly seen during the field vesearch that

youths are less interested in the irrigation
matters, DBasically because the irrigated farms
are too small to suffice the kind of agricultural
production they would like to undertake., The
young generation is pro-cash oriented production -~
e.g. petty trade in areas of agriculture-cattle
trade, cereal grain sales and local beer brewing.

But this move has not yet warranted them to disregard
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the age grading system of the community., It gtill
~controls the social relations of the members whereby
everyone shows respect: to anybody in a superior

age grade, Although women donot have a clearly

pronounced age grade system the most senior women

get- more respect especially among co-wives,

The age grade system has infact gone as far
as adversely affecting formal education in Butemine
area, We clearly saw that the formal education
has accommodated a lot of informal teachings in it,.
On initiation rites, most school Dboys are affected
as they have to be absent for the initiation period
which is normally three months. More serious of such
ap accommodative character of formal education is the
provision in schools for initiated boys to acquire
respect among others who are uninitated. Associated
with such a respect is non reprimand of the senior
boys (initiated ones) in the presence of their
juniors (uninitiated boys). Much worse, is the
provision in the social culture that initiated
boys are above receiving any instruction from women,
not even from their own mothers! So, this blind‘
accommodation of such an age grade system in schools
is affecting.a working relation since there are

female teachers and prefects, who are supposed to
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be instructing all the pupils equally. But the
accommodated age grade system has created a

stratified kind of social relationg in schools to such
an extent that some pupils deserve special

treatment from both the teachers and their fellow
children, thus making things difficult for female

instructors,

Again, because the gchool system is all
out to accommodate the traditional values of the
community so as to minimize & conflict between the
community's adherence to culture and formal education,
the girls are allowed to be betrothed while schooling,
In the villages we visited, most standard six and
seven girls (numbering in between 100 and 150
girls) were reported to have been héitrothed,
Because the betrothal is done by fathers without
the girls' consent, the reaction is usually a
mixed feeling. Some were saying straight away
that they will elope with the boys of their own
choice on completion of the school, and others
appeared to have condoned to the situation since
their fathers have decided for them., All in all,
the teachers reported that such a betrothal has
an adverse relation on the girls class performance
since they (girls) are no longer concentrating

on their class work, Basically, because the
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chances for them to continue with secondary education
are slim. The question one askesg him/herself is

that how long will the.school gystem continue to
accommodate social practice that does not have
positive contribution to the pupils' leaming process?
Secondly, or maybe the most basic guestion is why must
the school system be so much accommodative? The answer
is because the formal education is accepted as long as
it does not conflict with societal goal of adherence
to cultﬁre, even other aspects like medical treatment,
people's militia training and religious teachings to
mention only a few, have all accommodated a certain

level of cultural practice in them.

At this Jjuncture, one seeg the dilemma that
the Temi socio-politics is faced with, On the one
hand, the community is exposed to modern politica
in which individuals (both men and women) can get
involved on merits. The exposure is exemplified
by the establishment of the village government
and the villages as the party branches whereby
office bearers are elected in., On the other hand,
+the community is still stuck to its old social
structure to which the age grade system determines

the mode of involvement into the village politicse.
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To this effect potentiai»womén involvement in tbefﬁf

politics is undermined by quitting of the girls;irom o

3
. . : o T )ﬁ;
schools, and placing more socizl reproduction works- ’/ﬁj

load on the women's shoulders, thus minimizing

the chances for them (women folk) to enter into

the village politics,

O N LR v Tt

The two women leaders we talked about earlier,
have expressed their concern about community's dis-
couragement of women from entering the village
politics b& ridiculing any womon who exhibits
boldness in the pfésénce of men, And that men are
always having unforecalled golidarity whenever an
issue of injustice to women arises. Examples of
such an injustice practice covered severe beating
of women by drunkard men, forced marriage etc. An
incidence of a-women.who was killed by her husband's
age mate was reporfed to the opolice at the time
of this field research, The men on thelpupdrt
justify such a beéting of women hy séying that they
(women) have Ceaséd respecting men. A certain
villége leader was wondering about a respectability
of a women who sells local bheer, According to'him,
no respectable woman could abandone her 'husband's
children' and 'livestock'! to sell beer! Personally

I would attribute such a conflict on the degeneration



of the community's norms and values ag a result of
the impact of money economy orn family relations.
Women are now selling local beer which was not sold
traditionally, in order to walite the ends meet.

Most men, especially the old cligque, are finding

it difficult to accept women's involvement in cash
eéonomy since it has an adverse effect on their
power relations., Women's control over the cash
they generate decreases the men's control over the
resources, They are attributing women's involvement
in cash earning activities to rebellion against
cultural values, hence needing some kind of
disciplining from the male folk, However, the

Temi women have already decided (willingly or by
obligation) to undertake their role as producers

at the expense of involvement in the political
life, because the neéed to subsist is more pressing

than that to participate in the local level politics.

4,3 Main Economic Activities

This part of the chapter will give us & brief
summary of the main economic activities that the Temi
people carry out. The discusgsion will focus on the
type of activities, personalities involved in every
economic activity and its significance to the
community'!s social life, ILike in all the other
preceded discussions, emphasis is put on the extent
to which women contribute to the development of the

Temi economy.



4,3,1 Agriculture

o

Roughly, Butemine area can be divided into
higﬁ and low lands. Traditionally, Batemi occupied
the low lands'gs their farm land and 1ived in the high
land for security purposes and easy livestock. keeping.,
In the highland, they could #pot the Mdsai raiders
before hand and the high land grass could sustain
the domestic animal for a longer period, Neverthe-
less,..the irrigated agriculture was possible only
in the low land:because they were Jjust opening
canals from water springs to farm yafds. :But the
villagisation programme launched in 1975, amoﬁg Batemi,
moved the village settlement of the Temi people to
the bottom land which made the land extremely
exhausted since it was now being occupied by both
livestock and people /adversely affecting natural/thus
vegetation and therefore diminishing .volume of . ..
irrigation water., This clearly shows how the
villagisers could not envisagelthe~nEgati§é impact
of clustering houses together on the Temi' people's
subsistence economy., However, the local people have
found the solution to the overpopulation on land
by going back to their top hill side settlement

plus an expansion of rainfed agriculture,
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The major economic activity fbr the Temi
people, therefore, is égridﬁlﬁure both cultivation
and livestock keeping, Traditionally, the Temi
people cultivated vegetable food and tamed goats
(Gray, 1963: 36-39), With the outside contacts,
they adopted cultivation of cassava, sorghum and
of late maize as a result of a changing migratory
trend towards the tophill sides of the rift valley
escarpments, The agriculture was in the past an
irrigated one., Currently, the community's subsistence
depend on extensive rainfed agriculture as the
potentially irrigated land iz limited to 2,500 acres
of which only one fifth iz actually irrigated.
Basically, because the irrigastion practice is still
rudemental, There still exiets very temporary
irrigation structures which are always washed away
by rain water, and reinforced by the people yearly

as soon as the rain ends,

Individual farm landsg in this irrigated areas,
are measured in a quarter of &n acre which are just
called mitaro* (sing mtaro) literaly translated as
land strip/strips. A maximum piece of land one
can have is eight mitaro as shown in the table
4,2 below, Having more of such land strips means
occupying longer irrigation kours which deprives
¥Mtaro is measured in foot steps., One mtaro ranges

between 15 to 20 foot steps, Since the local people
measure their acreage in foot steps, and an acre is

70 by 70 steps, something in between 20 by 15 or the vice
versa, is taken approximately a % of an acre,
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others of irrigation water, Moreover, the number

of users of the irrigation water has increased in
terms of people and animals, Most probably, the
volume of water has declined too due to the increasing
human activities on land that has resulted to more
clearing of the forest for extensive agriculture

and falling tress for house building.

The land in the irrigated areas, is controlled
by the people with primary right to water - the
wenamiji (Gray, 1963: 58). Every user gets right
to till it on borrowing terms, No informant could
tell us the terms of agreement between a borrower
and the owners of the land. At most, the informants
were expressing a view that every Temi person has
the right to till the land ag it is the basis of their
livelihood; that nobody can deny one to use a piece
of land which he is not using at the moment, But
why and how could one have & piece of land that he
is not using was the question all informants diverted

to answer!
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Table 4.2: Farm sigzes in irrigated land

| in aui24 L o Number of Regpondents
tacre | Villagell Village2: Village3.l Sub- §Tota1ERelative Pere
{ _ -+t Totals! Percen-  centage
s i : ] ‘  tage %
s le b 5t o Vale Uil asl 29 j18] 19} 37
2 14 31 1 21 0 61 51 41 16 | 61 14 20
2 11 2] 2 1 3 vt 6f 71 13 | 8] 9} 16
1 3 0] 1 of 2 2t 7 o 8} 91 11 10
1% |1 0} 0 of 3 0} 4 L 4 51 0 5
1% 12 0} O 0p 3 0f 5 5.1.6y 0 6
1% 11 o} o of 2 0y 3 3 4 4j 0 L
2 0 0 0 o 1 0 1 1 1 14 0 1
22| 10 4 5, 20 | 19| 46} 34 80 1571 431 100
Key: Village 1: Digodige
Village 2Z2: Kisangiro
Village 3: Samunge
Source: Field Survey
i = :.
1 < - .
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A1l the women respondents were tilling the land that
belongéd to malc mombers of thelr households -~ husbands
or fathers as shown in”tablb 3 -below, Thosc who got
the right to till the land by virtuc of-béing‘wives, told
us that such a right usually cnds with the marriage,
In such a situation a woman, thecy said, goecs back to
her paronts, where she now acquires a land to till from
the fathers., Women who bclong to polygamous houscholds
could borrow a land to till in irrigated lands from their
fathers too, cspecially when husbands could not provide
all the wives with irrigated farm lands duc to limitation
posed by scarcity of this rcsourcc. However, most women
we talked to, have rclatively smaller farms to in both
ficlds irrigated and rainfed, as tablc 4.1 above and table
L,3 below have shown, Thc rcason for the smallness
of thce women's farms is the constraincd put on them
by the limited timc they can put to the farm work and
the availability of land to them since they only get
the right to till it at the discretion of men.
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6

Right of Women to Land

Table 4,3

Husband Fafihier General

Percentage

i e General
Specific

Husband Father

76.5  23.5 100

: Land Acquisition from:
Ty—pe of i e ot A ke + e r s et o .
Holding Village 1 Village 2 Village 3 Total Specific
Husband Father ~ Husband Fatlier Husband Father
Irrigated -
Farms 7 3 4 1 15 4 26
Rainfed
Farms 9 1 4 1 16 3 29

Key: Village 1 - Digodigo
Village 2 - Kisangiro

Village 3 - Samunge

Source: Field Survey.

85 15 100
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irrigated Tfarm plots as one can see are very small
for a sound agricultural production. All in all, no Temi
man can go without one. Even the sons of
unmarried mothers have to make surgﬁuhey get a share Lthat
in their maternal grand fathers' irrigated land, by
paying a token of a goat to the wenamiji. To the
Teml people, missing an irrigated farm is like missing
a base or home, This respect to the irrigated farm
which they call an egome, conforms to the Chagga's
respect to Kihamba, the old homestead or ancestor's

place.

Principally, non-irrigated land is free for
everybody to use it. Even though, its allocstion
is done with the consent of the wenamiji since there
are areas traditionally set aside for pastures,
and some are sacred places., In the final analysis
then, the wenamiji control the allocation of land
even in the non-irrigated land, with the difiference
only in the size of the farm land one gets, Whereas
the gize of irrigated land one could acquire is
limited to an availability of water, in the rainfed
agricultural areas, one is at liberty to open -~ up

as much hig farms as he can take care of,

In principle, a women can have a farm land
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in her own right in this area, Practically however,
no women has so far managed to open a farm of her OWn,
because the Temi women donot possess iron tools =~

axes and matchettes (pénga)‘with which the new

farm land could be opened, At most ‘he women can
possess kitchen knives and hand hoes which cannot
enable them to clear the bush for having farms in the
highlands, For a woman to have a farmiin those high
lands, she must get men to clear the forest for her,
and do the first tilling which are traditionally men's
duty. Women, therefore, even in the highlands remain
categorically land users rather than owners in their
own right, For the reason that they acquire right

to till the land by virtue of being wives and daughters,
and also due to the labour constraints asz they can =
only put & limited amount of time to farm works,

their field farms are relatively small as can be seen

in the table 4.4 below,

Most male informants appear to have a
relatively big farms because they regard all the
farm land that fall under their households ag theirs,
But women.reoognize only those pieces of farm land
which belong to their homesteads, or only those

farms on which they work.
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Food crops are supplemented by animal
products - meat, milk and blood. The ownerzhip and
control of domestic animals are men's domain., Women
are responsible only for milking and cleaning the
sumine, also watering them, The Sumine asg already
explained, are situated in between three and four
miles from ones homestead in the villages. This is
because, the cattle are moved closer to the pasture
for easy grazing.. Goats and sheep are kept in the

villages,
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Table 4.4: Farms Sizes in the Highlands

Number of People Total  .Grand Percentage

Acre Village 1 Village 2 Village 3 Sub General

e - - e e s Specific
i AT N ™ e ",,/
MoT I F M F 4 F 1 F P

[P . . e [ RSTISFVY - [ LTI L I IR T BT e

7 0 2 5 4 1 Y95 19 5 18.75 23475
12 45 27 15 18.75 33.75
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9
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0
0
0
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Total 22 10 4 5 20 19 by 34 80 57. 42.5 100
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Key: Village 1 - Digodigo
Village 2 - Kisangiro

Village Samunge
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Source: Field Survey



101

Women are also regponsible for taking care of animals
in the villages (goats and sheep). Usually the home

N

herds are kept in the house at nights (Gray, 1963: 39),

Among Batemi, cattle have much more social
significance besides supplementary subsistence and
cash exchange., They are the symbol of wealth that
makes anybody with a large number to get more respect,
The richer one is, the more he invests in larger
number of cattle herds, Some have gone as far as
adopting draught animal agriculture - e.g. oxen dravn
ploughs and carts. Surely, a person with cattle
stands a better chance of surving with relative. @ase:dn casc
calamities .ifl. .(uiaftive g2 - e,g, famine, epidemics
etc, This is because he can easily trade any required
service with a relevant Type of animal, for example
trading food itews, medicine (both hospital and

veterinary) with goats.

The most significant social aspect of cattle
keeping, is its relevance in the marriage transactions,
Usually bride wealth is paid in cattle, Traditionally,
the Temi parents charged only four goats as bride
wealth, But the wenamiji later raised the  bride
wealth to twenty eight goats or twelve cows.

The decision was necessitated by the arrogance

of some wealthy men, Even now, rich men can pay
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up to seventy goats and twelve cows. Of course,
there are some men who still pay four goats only,
particularly, when the marriage agreement is

reached by the marrying parties (boys and girls)
themselves, Usually when the parents arrange for
their-children‘s marriage, the bride wealth 1is
highew . . tﬁan when the children agree on their
own marriage., Most parents we interviewed attribute
such a difference in bride wealth on a bargaining
power one has when his daughter is on his side,

But when a daughter is ready to marry a man at

every cost, they resort - to taking what the other party
of fers, and normally, they will always take the
advantage of the girls willingness to marry their
sons, ‘fthus pay ag minimum bride wealth as possible,
Sometimes, marrying boys pay the difference in the
bride wealth for a fear of being ridiculed by

their inlaws and even their own wives,

Under 'normal! circumstance parents (fathers)
arrange for their children's marriages. For this
reason, childhood betrothal is normally practiced
(Gray, 1963: 67). However, nowadays very few
educated people get married to spouses ?hosen for
them by their parents, In most cases men have

married and divorced so as to free themselves from
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their parents choices, Women on their part, have
either eloped with the men of their own choice on
condition that those men pay back the bride wealth

paid to their (girls) fathers by the former suitors
whom the Temi people regard as husbards in so far as
the bride wealth is not yet remitted back; or stayed
without marrying anybody so that no bride price is
claimed back. According to the Temi people's tradition,
only a propsective new husband is obliged to pay hack
already remitted bride wealth to a former suitor or
husband. No father is obliged to pay back his daughter's
bridewealth, In most cases, women look for men»who

are ready to pay back the bride wealth so that they
become free of a hustle from the husbands they donot
like, Usually a women cuts her self a number of sticks
(vijiti) which equals the gquantity of cattle paid for
her bride wealth, She will be moving with such o
number of sticks from one prospective husband to
another, convincing them to marry her, When she finds
one who is ready to marry her, she informs her pedple -
father or brothers in case of the father's death,

so that her new marriage is arranged for, Payment

back of the bride wealth, marks the end of the first
marriage, and the wife takes all the children along

with her to her new homestead., The new hushand pays
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four goats as a token to wenamiji for marrying
someone else's wife, and adopts the children,
Therefore, fatherhood among Batemi is more of a

social role than one of a genital responsibility.,.

Although this study could not cover the
situation of the adopted children within their new
clan lineages, some male adults who were adopted as
wive's childfen expressed hatred to their biological
fathers., Similarly, the fathers who happened to
of fer their children for adoption showed ill-feelings
to have done so. Both the adopted children end the
fathers who offered them expressed a feeling of
shamefulness about the fact that one could trade

his child with cattle!

i

Personally I view, the movement of women
with their children from one husband to another as
a source of their power, In other words, T vieﬁ it
as women having a sort of a potential power over their
reproductive power, which the social structure, using
economic opportunities had turned against them (women),
This is seen in incidencies of women wondering about with
their children whom they have to feed, but do not have any

other source of livelihood, except land, To get
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the right to till it, they must align with men as
husbands or fathers, Fathers have enough responsibilities
of their households, so have delegated such a responsi-
bility over their daughters to husbands. If thgy
(daughters) fail to live with their husbands, they
should take care of themselves, Therefore, daughters
are forced to get into second or third marriage in
order to get the right to till land for the subsistence
of the children. After all, the husbands are getting
cheap labour in their households, s0 are in no way
taking these women with step children out of good

heartedness.‘

Usually, fate is not always on the side
of women, Their second marriage have in most cases
landed on the rich and polygamous households. As much
as they could get the right to use land, they have
always been required to handle also tensions that
usually arise from polygamous mafriage. At whatever
cost, a woman has to keep her second marriage for
a fear of being ridiculed for failing to keep her
marriage again and also for caring for the subsistence

of the children,

L,3,2 Other Productive Activities

pudostypuey

Crop and livesgtock production is supplemented
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with honey extraction and petty trade of items such
as clothes, food stuffe~sugar, cooking-~oil, salt and
maize flour, also other items like soap, tooth

paste and other cosmetics. Honey is collected from
individual bee hives, which belong to adult men.
Honey is used for ceremonial and ritual purposes,
Petty trade is a recent phenomenon, unique to the
impact of the cash economy on the Temi people's
life., It is undertaken by the youths, especially
the warrior group. In addition to the trade of
processed .items, they also slaughter livestock for
meat sale., Young women (age between 20 and 30 years)
on their part are engaged in local beer trade, They
make the beer out of cereal grain. Young boys,
uninitiated ones, go for casual labour, i.e,
domestic service across Kenya for a cash income,
Usually these are school boys who abscond themselves
for a minimum period of six months. Whatever money
they could serve from such a casual labour, is

invested in petty trade,

The cash oriented activities has resulted
into problem that is affecting formal education
around Butemine, Children are absconding from

schools for casual employment, teachers are spending
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some working hours or days in activities which
supplement their effort to make ends meet - e.g.
gardening, the local beer trade and sale of hides

and sking across Kenya « Tanzania border; and parents
are marrying off their daughters before they finish
primary education in-order to get brile wealth

in cattle which they can trade with cash for

“buying whatever items they see essential. The social
relation too is affected by this impact of cash
economy. Nowadays, the Temi adult men trade the
honey beer which was traditionally meant for rituals
and ceremonies. At the moment, & gourdful of the
honey beer is toadedi with a goat, It is the only

beer which is brewed by men with an assistance

from women in aspects of collecting water and

firewood.,

The beer business is carried out in dry
season which is also the period of the irrigated
agriculture, Women in this>period have more work
to do because grazing pastures are also scarce
such that cattle has to be taken into the forest that
is at a distance from both the sumine and the village
homesteads, irrigated farms need to be attended to
and the beer business undertaken so that the

agricultural household production is supplemented.
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All these activities into which women are involved,

leave them with very minimum leisure time if any.

Village governments collect revenue from
the sale of beer and other business in their
regpective v;llages, but donot think of easing
the work burden on the part of women in any way -
e.g. investing on technologieg that reduce work load
on the women's shoulders like milling machines
that would have reduced the cereal griding works
hence shortening a time women spend on food
processing., The Yasimditto and Digodigo party
branches have lorries that generate income for the
institutions, but only Yasimditto is so far
planning to buy a milling machine, The others
Digodigo, Kisangiro and Samunge have no plans
for such a technology. Samunge was said to have
had one which just disappeared, VWe could not
enguire much about the disappearance of the
milling machine for fearing to sour our relations
with the village leadership. OSimilarly we could
not pay a deaf ear to women's concerns about
the village leaders sabotage of the technologies
whichcould have reduced work load on their part,
particularly the grinding machine that would have

reduced manual work the women -are:uhdewtoking-df food
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processing. However, we are in no way wholly attributing
misa@ppropriation of the machine to men's techniques of
keeping women at home, but alsgo to individual

selfishness which results to misappropriation of

village projects - e.g, a village ca., etc.

L,4  Household Economy

This section of the chapter takes household
as a unit of analysis, Ite discussion focuses on
the nature of Temi household economy. Special
attention is given. to the household decision making
with reference to the extent to which women
participate or not participate in the household
decisions., Household relations of production,
particularly the interaction between co-wives,
step children and other related members of the
household, are analysed uilt:. relation to division
of_labour. Since tﬁe society is changing, impact
of such a social change on the organizational set-

up of household is examined,

Lol Batemi Household Economy

The Temi people production is basically

subsistent in nature, and is undertaken by individual
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households, For analytical purposes, the Temi
household can be divided into two or so homesteads
depending on Wy number of wives one man has,
Organization of household production, therefore,
is done at the level of homesteads where every
women organizes her work schedule for undertaking
such a production, and men (hushands) only oversee
the success of the household production. The
household production includes cultivation, cattle
keeping and local beer making, The beer is made for
ceremonial and ritual purposes, and very recently,

for hbusiness as already discussed above.

Under normal circumstances, every married
women among Batemi, is given her house on the day
of her marriage, Only widowed wives can share
homes with their mother in-laws when the latter
is also widowed, Tradiﬁionally, daughters, including
daughters in-law, never share homes with their fathers.
In every home, the wife/mother ig obliged to produce
for the subsistence of her home, She is vested
with the responsibility of cultivating field farms
in irrigated and rainfed Jlandes, Also, she must keep
small animals (goats and sheep) at her home, and
attend to the household cattle that is usually

kept in the sumine. The responsibility over household
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cattle is best carried out in turng by co-wives.
Every woman, does domestic work at her home from

food processing to environmental health,

4L.4.2  Household Relations of Production

This section presents information on the
relations of production at household level, Important
in this section's discussion ig the examination of
the control of means of production and that of the

forces of production, also division of labour,

Land and irrigation water are the major
means of production in the agro-pastoral economy like this
of the Temi people. Social relations of production means
that the cultivated land is individually controlleds
but the grazing land fall under the communal ownership.
Everybody is free to graze his cattle in the areas
traditionally set for pastures, The pastures are in
between six to ten miles away from the village centres.
So nobody can really claim the vight to~ control something
that far, Usually they simply build their shelters
(sumine) closer to pasture land and move them (the
sumine) from <.. one pasture area to another as the

grass gets exhausted.

The cultivated land is controlled by men
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(husbands). But the Temi people recognize only the
irrigated land as the private land which is inherited
partileaneally, Maybe becauce the rain bearing
agricultural land is relatively & new acquisition,
and abundant too., It looks like people tend to
monopolise scarce resource wiiich also tell us

the reason why the pasture land is still communally

owned.,

Control of labour is hard to ascertain in the
situation where division of labour is guided by
gender roles. Usually every meumber of the household
assumes the traditionally degipgnated gender responsi-
bility. Whereas men are required to oversee the
household production and the defence of the household
members and property, for women the requirement
goes as far as providing the household with food;
i,e, cultivation, livestock keeping and food
processing from storing to actual cooking and
clearing the household environment., Although
adult men, heads of the houseliolds in particular,
have an advantage of organizing how to undertake
a common household functions, every member of those
househiolds can attend to thoge functions at their
own pace, What matters really is not the directive

of those heads of the householdeg, but the importance
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attached to those functionz, Control of labour,
AR
therefore, depends on~the importance of what the

labourer achieves,

For ekample, livestocks though are male
owped, women willingly attend to them as they are
assured of getting milk for the ﬁse 6fwfhé£f.h6%ég.'
Nonetheless, attending to their husbands livestock
is amdng other’things, traditional role designated
to wives, Failing to undertake such a role, will
raise a lot of ridicule to the woman in question
from all members of the community since cattle is

its (community's) treasury, Nobody can be forgiven

for mis~handling the treasury,

Common productive forces at the household
level are hand hoes and irrigation water. Whereas
the hoes are possessed by every user women inclusive,
the‘right to irrigation water is acquired strictly by men.
Since most irrigated farm yards are borrowed from other
men with excess irrigated farm 1and, the person
lending out the land, also lends his right to
irrigation water without which the land is worthless.
Because men practice the actual irrigation, they
are more knowledgeable about irrigation techniques,

But women have a broader knowledge on agricultural
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practice since they undertake:: all the agricultural
work starting from sowing, weeding, harvesting and
storing, Generally, women nave a wider agricultural
knowledge from spéces required in intercropping,

varieties of crops to be grown together and so on,

Inté:cropﬁiﬁg has been very helpful in
enriéhing the irrigated land soil, because the
irrigation method Commbn to the‘Temi'people,~i.e,
openinglthe ditcheé on the farmg, erodes the top
soil hence leaving the‘soil with very poor nutrients
for the crops to grow, The soil could have been
enriched with fef%ilizers such as green manure
which other agro-pastoral communities use e.g.
the Sukuma and the Iraqw, DBut the Temi people
besides their lohg history of interacting with
those agro—pastorai:oommunities, have not adopted
such an important aéricultural method of enriching
the soil, At the moment, their soil gets enriched
in the course of inter-cropping 1egumin0qs plants
with other nonmlegumiHQEs plants such as cassava,
potatoes, sorgh@m and Va{ieties of fruits. Even
though, most of:the rainfed farms are still new,
so their soil dé:not re?;ly need enrichment, Perhaps,
with time the Temi people can adopt intensive

agricultural practice fyrom their agro-pastoral



counterparts - the Sukume and the Iragw with whom

they interact alot,

The Temi people have currently started adopting
animal exenization from their Sukuma neighbours.
Those household with axes trained for agricultural
work, separate the bheasts from other livestock herds,
The ox-plough and the animals that pulls it belong
to the head of the household, Usually only a pair
of four oxen is trained for the duty. This pair
does the first tilling of the household farms of
whatever number, The first tilling of the farm
is always a men'g duty. At Times, the oxen can
do the sowing with a planter, but in most cases,
as coon as the land is tilled, women arrive at the
scene with their geeds, and start sowing them so as
to keep a pace with cultivation, and also to make
an interval in crop growth for easy weeding, Usually
sowing of big farms is done collectively, A woman
invites other women and prepares food and beer for
them, so is weeding and harvesting, storing is done

rather individually,

Every women keeps her grains in reservoirs

DR

made of hides by adult men, The reason given for
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traditionally assigning that responsibility of
making bibhondo to men is that, they (men) own

the animals from which the hides are obtained, so are
more decisive on the use of the animal product.

Also because women did not possesgs any iron tools
(machettes) with which the bibhondo are made,
Although it was asserted by all the respondents

that the harvested and stored food or even hefore

it is stored, belongs to the women (wife), she cannot
dispose off any food without the consent of her
husband, That means she only acguires a stewardship

over food,

There is always a sharp gender division of
labour in all the production activities the Temi
people undertake, In cultivation for instance,
men are obliged to do only the first tilling of
land, and in the new farms, they do élear the bush
and till the land, The rest of the agricultural
work remeins the women's responsibility. In cattle
keeping women attend to the animals with respect to
feeding, watering, milking and cleaning their
environment, but anything involving treatment,
disposing off any unwanted breed, and replacing
the disposed off beasgt is men's duty. The animal
treatment is men's domain because it involves some

sacrificesto the Temi God (Khambageu)., The
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offerings can take place in the form of slaughtering
one animal (a goat) or libation of honey beer. All:iin
udl the Efortartel rituals go hand in hand with

the administration of medicines be they veterinary

or herbs, all of which the Temi women are not

knowledgeable,

Children (both boys and girls) in the Temi
homes only assist in the domestic work, They are
not obliged to do such a work since one only becomes
obliged when he/she is looking after his/her own
house, At most, boys agsgist their mothers in cattle
herding and the girls in fetching water for the
domestic use, A girl can only cook food, when
her mother is not around, and her father is in no
way going to eat that food. Of course, the Temi
men have an advantage of eating from their polygamous
houses, or from the pote of their age mates! wives,
Usually, every woman is supposed to serve her husband
with food every day even when he is not going to spend
a night at her place, 5o when one wife is not around
the other and/others will alvays provide .her/their
husband with food., If a wife falls sick, her mother
especially when the latter ig elderly, assists her

daughter with the domestic and agricultural works.
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If the mother is still young in the sense that she

is still in her reproductive age, she cannot afford
leaving her own children behind to go and assist

the Qaughter. In this cage a grand mother is asked
to assist the young wife, In other words, assistance
to a newly wed wife has to come from her side, No
mother in-law is obliged to asgist her son's wife
during delivery bhecause basically every mother is

carring for her own daughter, thus will not have time

for assisting a daughter in-law,

- Other production activities undertaken within
the Temi households are beekeeping, brewing local
beer and petty trade. Whereas beekeeping is an activity
unique to the adult men, making local beer is of two
types. The”&mey beer is made by men with assistance
from their wives. The beer made of cereal grain flour
is made by young women of an age between 20 and 30
yvears., It is made for business so as to generate
cash income for supplementing the household fucomos:.

The petty trade is done across Kenya, Items
such as sugar, cooking oil and cosmetics«awe traded
with skins and hides acrosg tihwe border, This activity
is usually done by the batana, and at times the school

boys who go across Kenya for domestic labour are asked
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to import the trading itoms on their roturn.

Trade actually is the only productive
contribution thc batana make to thoir‘ﬁbusoholds,
or clsec they arc obliged to provide the community
with dofences  For that rcason they hardly reside
with thcir paronts, Usually, they have scveral
common houscs besides somc common choscen homes,
In thosc common houscs, the Wamoran sharc accommodation,
mcals and cating utencils. For this rcason, when the
dcadly discasc (mcningitis) broke out, the batana
were the most affected becausce they arc usced to
sharing things, Usually, no Tcmi peorson cats in
the same plotce with another. Everyonc has his/her own
half gourd and a spoon ('ngembe'!) madc of an animal
horn. Infact the chances for contamination in that
way arc.small whon cvery onc is cating from his/her
own half-calabash, but this wamoran's tcndency of
sharing f:sultod into sprcading the contangius

discase in Butomince arca.

In the homes as we have said carlicr on covery
woman providcs her homcstecad with food and kceps her
grain storagc. But shc cannot disposc off any
cxcess grain without the consct of her hushand.

She is so holpless in the casc of surplus allocation
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ty such an extent that che cannot help a neighbours

child who is going without food, not even thatiof anothor
wife with whom she shares the husband, After

all every woman is supposed to economise the use

of her grain reserve so that it does not diminish

before that of the other, So the chances for a wife

to share a food reserve with tie other are very

minimal, although the children can eat from any

home., In case of famine, every womefi Gares for

her own children.

44,3 Household Decision Making

Househoids make decisiong oﬁ production
targets, domestic affairs and asse€ssment of the
production goals and of any future plans, Although
no round table discussion takeg place in reaching
a decision on what to produce and how, production
targets are arrived at by satisfying the subsistence
need of the household., Lvery women works hard on the
field farm assigned to her, and also attends to the
household livestock so that she is not ridiculed

for a failure to enable her home subsist,

At the general level, every individual
decides on what to do in the lousehold in accordance

with the community's gender roles. Women are the
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most involved in settiﬁg the production goals, while
men only supervise the achievement of such goals.
But the excess food grain has to be disposed off
with the consent of the husband, Usually they

(men) would like to trade the grains with domestic
animals which automatically become their possession,
Bécause the community's production is of subsistent
nature, future plans for investmentsi are geared
towards the production activities that subsidize

the féod subsistence - e,g, purchage of domestic
animals, Only that decision to buy a new animal

or trading off un-wanted one is always reached by

the head of the household - husband and/father.

Production evaluation is done in the process
of preparing the storage facilities -~ bibhondo.
Usually, the last season's grain is disposed off
when the new food is about to be harvested, and
the storage facilities are repaired whereas men
examine the bibhondo, women also check on their

Al

food carriers which are made of skins too. The

repair of the two containers is men's duty.

Decisions on domestic issues such as weddings,

funerals, traditional rituale, cetc., are reached by

29
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men, The only times when a woman can initiate
discussion on issues, is on a decision that concerns
fem@le initiations and famine intervention. Other
things remain well, men are a2lways the decision
makers even when such decisiong affect women

personally - e.g, marriage agreements and/funerals,

The heads of the households generally link
their households with others in the village. Although
women do socialize their ohildren according to the
community‘s mode of conduct, the prestige that comes
with the good conducts of the children is given’to
the men. In short therefore, women play greater role
in the reproduction of their community but lack the

recognition of that crucial work,

4,4.4 Household in Village Politics

Household position in the village politics
is discussed in relation to the extent to which
the households as collectivities participate in
the village decision making in terms of establishing
the village leadership be at the party or government

levels,

A party branch is usually established by at
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least fifty registered individual members. The
village government then is esgtablished by Jjust
registering the party branch into a recognized
village settlement. There the branch chair person
automatically becomes the leader of the village
government, That means establishment of the
village authorities does not need involvement of
the whole village members not even that of all the

households.

The problem I think lies with the understanding
of the term household, which connotes one male head
and his dependents - wifeychildren and other
dependents. Only a representative, usually a man,
is required to get involved in the village politics
among Batemi, This is because, politics is men's
domain, which women are not supposed to get
involved in. Even the Jjunior men are not supposed
to involved themselves in the presence of their elders.
That is why, the young men-are rather busy
with trade which gives them- income that may
liberate themselves from economic ties with parents,

fathers in particular,

Although women tbo are equally engaged in

business that enables them to raise funds of their
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.
own, the soclety's cultural values still subject
them to a position whereby whatever they produce is
in one way o¥ the other appropriated by men -
especially husbands, For instance, when a woman
invests in livestock, the latter becomes a man's
possession, if not the husband, the son, It is
thus a time to examine the underlying cause for

keeping women out of the community's political life,

The Temi people regard community's defence
and the allocation of irrigation water resource as
political issues., These issueara.decided on by men
under guidance of the council of elders., No woman
can dare sharing discusgion concerning defence
and irrigation water allocation because those are
men's issues which are gettled under the trees meant
for the village plazas, the places where women are
not supposed to pass nearby, S0 possibilities of women
sharing village decision making are minimaléso far aséin
decisions are still being dominated/influenced
by the age grade system as we nave seen in the above
sections., In the following chapter, we will attempt
to show how women have been wmarginalized in the

decision making procegs in the Teml community.
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CHAPIER D

DATA INTERPRETATION

This chapter attempts to interpret the field
findings as presented in the previous chapter. The
discussion will centre on the reference made to
objectives and hypotheses of the study so as to
arrive at conclusion. Our theoretical framework
as ready stéted, is the social historical
methodology that enables us to under score the

position of women within the Teml social structure,

5.1 Reference to Objective

The study objectives are revisited in order
to see if they (objectives) were specified to the
subject matter of the research - gender inequality
and small=holder irrigation agriculture, This work
has four researchable themes, Ivery study objectives

was to examine one theme as will bc seen below,.

5.1.17  Extent of Women Subordination

The first objective was aimed at examining
the extent to which the Temi women are still subordinate-
bosilig on Gray's (1955) research, 1t was stated as

following:
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to examine the extent to which

the Temi women remain subordinated
Gespite the contribution they make

in the subsistence of their community,

The objective actually has two implications. On the
one hand, it raises some doubts as to whether the

Temi women are still subordinate; and one the other,
whether they make any contribution to the subsistence
of their community. Then, it seeks the extent of such

a subordination of women,

It is discussed in Chapter 4 above that the
Temi women are still. .. 7 subordinate in the sense that
they are deprived of the control of means of production
land and irrigation water, Further,more that they
neither control the tools of labour nor the product
of such labour since they cannot make an independent
decision on the distribution: of the agricultural food
they produce., For the farm im;lewents, it is stated
that they have the right to use them in so far as .
they remain in the house To which the tools belong.
On a departufe from hotng.arising either from getting
married or divorce, the women leave the tools behind
for the same are wrongly regarded £0 belong to the
fathers and husbands respectively. Surgrisiugly,
the wife takes children along with her to a new

homestead if her first marriage breaks.
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Second marriage i1s usually a women's only
choice if she wants to get away with the hustle
from her former husband who would always want
nothing else but to get back the bride wealth paid
to hér-father, and also if she islto gef right fo
till the land for the subsistence oﬁ»hefﬂchildrep..
It is covered that the Temi women dondt participate
in the open community politics because they are
not give the forum. They are denied such a forum
by the fact that they have a heavier work load in
éubsistence production and domestic chores., None-
theless, they are deliberately being discouraged
from the village politics by ignoring their
contribution in the household decision making and
literally ridiculing fem&le&individuals who show an
ablility to Jjoin the wvillage leadership,

The seoond_part.of the §bjective is also
covered in the presentation @ade abové that the Temi
women form the main agricultﬁral 1aﬁéur force to
both as the land tillers ahd cattle hnerders,

Women also breW'and sell beér to subsidize the
household income in the‘fade of encroaching money
economy. This not withétanding, women have remained

subordinate to such an extent that they are times

L]
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rendered helpless by being deprived of the land

to till when the marriage breaks, and they have to
wander about with children whose subsistence becomes
uncertain, the fact that gives both physiological

and psychological tortured to the mother! She becomes
physiclogically tortured in the sense that she has

to (dare sun or rainjday or night) move from one

man to the other looking for somebody to marry her

so that she and her children are rescued from the
subsistence uncertainty we have Jjust explained. The
indicators for psychological torture are the humiliation
one gets when looking for a man since traditionally
only men are supposed to look for women. But here

the woman is subjected to a situation which every

Temi person being a man or a women regards as a

literal 'selling' of oneself; thus gets humiliated.

During field work, we eve witnessed four women
look for men to free them from theilr marriages whiah
they could no longer stand, Again, about 78% of the
female respondents (25 out of 34) expressed their
feelings of the humiliation, degradation and |
embarrassment women face when a first marriage breaks,
In such a situation, the women said, another husband
becomes a ‘'saviour!' to a woman, Of-course he later
subjects her into handling tensions that may arise
out of polygamous marriage. Women therefore, end

up being imprisoned by social constraints as they
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cannot dare to walk out again for a second time. They
are therefore obliged to keep their (be it second
or third) marriage for the sake of children and

that of their faces from more ridicules.

5.7.2 Gender Relations

The second objective of the study seeks to c¢xplain exi-
-steneg of. unequal gender relations, It was stated

as following:

to examine the super-ordinate/

subordinate relationships between

men and womena

The chapter'on field findings presentation

as given us wany examples of uncqual social practice,
The fact that the society is stratified according
to the age grades is a clear indication of the
practice of inequality. Nonetheless, women are
not involved in the household decisions although
they play a great role in tThe subsistence of these
households, Worse still, they are not involved in
political decision making i.e. in the village
government. This makes practice of inJustice

against women possible as exemplified by sanctioning



severe beating of wives and forced marriages.

The origin of gender relations can be
sought in the social relations of production among
the Batemi, The network of relations was explained
in chapter 4 as the household relations of production,
It was seen that women do most of the production
and reproduction work «~ cultivation, attending to
domestic animals, caring for the children and underw
take all the domestic chores, while men do Jjust the

comunity's defence and honey collection,

The women's work seems To be homebound or
done near homes because i1t involves not only breast
feeding but also carrying the babies since Tthe system
of weaning food is not so developed, and also the
Temi mother resume production work immediately
after giving birth to a child, At times a woman
is obliged to look after livestock on the third
day of delivery! For sure the infant cannot

be glven any weaning food,

The only work the men do in cultivation
is clearing farm land and letling irrigation water
into the farms. This is because women do not have
relevant tools for land clearing - axes and matchettes,

The Temi people believe that, the tools are God given,
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men asked for the iron toolé «~ arrows and watchettes,
women only asked Tor digging sticks with which

they could till the and! It would appear that

the reason for assigning all thg domestic work

and the rest of the production activities which

can be done with infants on the backs to women is
that, they can be interrupted and resumed with
relative ease, But the land clearing and the
irrigation work are not undertaken by women. The
irrigation work in particular, is best done at night
so as to minimize the loss of water due to

excessive heat. These works have been dangerous

for the life of both the mother and the child,
Particularly because the community is exposed to

cattle rustlers and predaters.

The défénce work could not have possibly
be done by women with the babies or who are pregmant
in my view, This 1s because, the work requires a certain
degree of fastness and queitness. Nelther a pregnabt
women or a mother with a baby can move fast, Similarly
they cannot observe such a reguired silence., Defence
work, therefore, has to be identified with men, while
the production work with women so that they compensate
what they missed in the community's defence which

was equally important.
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The production tools seemed to have been
developed according to the tasks people undertake.
Women as we have Jjust mentioned needed simple tools
with which they could dig the fields - digging
sticks. But men needed powerful weapons for the
defence -~ arrows, bows and the wmatchettes. Making
the iron tools too, became another pre-occupation
of men. Among the Teml pcople, the tool makers are
called  'Waturi' (Gray, 1963: 77). Since not every
man could make the tools, those talented made the
tools for exchange with goats, honey and cereal
grains. Hence the emergence of barter trade in the

society,

At the end of all the speclalization and
division of labour, men remained with the defence
work, honey collection and tool making, while women
did=dllthe production of comuunities subsistence
from tilling the land, sowing it, weeding to
harvesting the food. In the irrigated farm yards,
men could only come in, when irrigating the farms.
In the overall agricultural activities men do the
first tilling of the land, and later decide on the
distribution of the farm produce! This leaves women
with no. authority over the product of their labour.

When a woman, especially the wife, donot abide by the
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rule of her husband deciding on the distribution
of the farm produce, she is 'rightfully'! reprimanded

(beaten by the husband).

The emergence of the elementary forms of
trade resulted into a contradiction in the sociali-
zation process of the community. While prior to
the emergence of such a trading relation, all
the male children were socialized to taken up the
defence responsibility, how some are Jjoining the
apprenticeship for tool making. ©So the elders
power and authority over the commnunity's youths
was being challenged, hence the obligatory warrior-
hood to all the youths was possibly being diverted.
The elders had therefore Jlockud: for a way of
discouraging boys from Joining the apprenticeship.
This was best done by despising the tool making activitius
of'being evil and not suitable for people who make
libation to God and to the fore fathers. In any form
of libation, no iron tool should be used but the

farm products such as colabashes or water guards.

The despise of the tWaturi' clan went
as far as depriving them of women who donot come
from the waturi clans. No wmarriage was to take

place between a 'Turit man and a girl who does
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not belong to the '"uri! people, Whenever a

marraige was forced, the parcnts charged bride
wealth out of such marriage for the claim of
cleansing their relation by performing rituals,

When a man failed to pay the wealth, the woman

was forced to marry another mam, Such was the
essence of forced marriage., However, with the
development of trading relations, marriages transaction
became another form of trade, The marrying partners
were now giving out livestock in return of the
control of the labour power of the women they
married and that of the children they bear. On
reaching the husband's house, the women must generate
income that compensates the cattle paid to their
parents, and also reproduce the clan they have Jjust
Joined, Failure to fulfil any of those requirements warranted
any woman a divorce out of which the bride wealth

has to be remitted back. A failure to pay back

the bride wealth, meant that the woman remains a
rightful wife of the divorcing man. DBecause no

man could forego his livestock paid for bride

wealth, women were forced to look for other men

to marry them so that the wealth accrued from

this second marriage goes to the former husbands.

o~

Divorce and remarriage becpgme. a plight of women

among Batemi since women only anave right -to till
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land in so far as they are related to men as
daughters, mothers or wives, This then sums up
existence of unequal relation between men and women

among Batemi,

5.1.3 Gender Roles

The third study objective was aimed at
exposing the existence of gender roles within the
Teml society as related to production and reproduction
work., The objective was stated as following:

To investigate the existence
of gender roles within the
production and reproduction
system of the community.

Discussion of household relations of production
in chapter 4 and in the above section is rich of
incidences of the existence of gender roles., The
discussion has gone as far as exposing the unegual
gender roles as exemplified by the fact that the
male gender assumes the role of supervising
success of household production and controlling the
distribution of the produce which women have toiled

for pretty hard,

It is asserted in chapter 4 that women have

the sole responsibility in the community's reproduction
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in the sense that on divorce, they have to move
out'with their children. Ironically, men are being
reproduced although they can only have the access

to the childrgn in so far as they can keep their
mothers in the households, We are saying men are
reproduced because the clan names are acguired
partrilineally. The system of male gender reproduction
is facilitated by making 1ife so insecure to women.
This is done by depriving them of the control of the
means and forces of production - land and irrigation

water,

The control of means and forces of production
was removed from women by myth of a brother who
killed his sister over the control of irrigation
water source. The Temi people attributed the women
denial of the control of irrigation water sources
to their God who has forbidden it so that no
woman would be killed again over it. The question
one raises is why does #mot fhe Ged just protect
them from being killed withoutubarring (depriving
of) them from such a crucial control, Anotber
myth that reinforces the removal 6f the contrél
of irrigation water from women, is that of Khambageu,
the Temi God! It is believed that Khambageu was

born out of his father's knee and he later lived



137

poorly, That he was being kept by some elderly

people whom he had to reward herds of cattle and water

springs on his disappearance. This then marked the

mythical emergence of the concentration of authority
the honds of

and the control of the scarce resources on/few elders

who the Temi people call wenamiji,

However, the myth has more implication than
merely Jjustifying the centralization of authority,
It isolated women from the control of scarce resources
and from the holiness scenary, especially when the
explanation for Khambageu to have come from his
father's knee was a protection from being polluted
by menstruating wombs. Impurity of the menstrual
blood is actually one of the subject watter of
initiation rites on entering the second age grade,
The initiation rites are meant Tto rinse the boys
from the pollution they acquired out of their mothersh

wormnbs e

I would attribute the Temi men's abuse of
the menstrual blood on the lrritation they might
have got from seeing such blood because sanitary
towels were not used due to the low levels of
development, The women informants confess that

traditionally they used no forms of sanitary towels
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with which they could hold the menstrual blood,

The absence of such sanitation wmade them rationalize
that women were potential polluters of religious
atmoshpere since they menstruate, It is claimed

that women could actually pollute the atmosphere by
dirtening irrigation water when they step into the
water or pass across lrrigation canals. Also that
menstrual blood dirtens water which the bees could
collect to make honey which is used for libation,

In short then, that was how the wenamijli managed to
manipulates’ the natural situation of women menstruating
to bar women from the irrigation tasks, hence keeping
them (women) dependent to men in their agricultural
undertakings. This then is the reason behind women
doing all other agricultural work ecxcepting letting
irrigation water to the farms, The net result of the
above socio-cultural processes was the emergency of
gender roles whereby men did irrigation works, defended
the community and liasoned it with God while the
female gender shoulders the production and
reproduction tasks. ., Unfortunately, the fgmale
gender roles, being domestic oriented are unpopular
while those of their counterparts, being done

outside homes and sometimes collectively, gained

prestige,
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5¢7 o4 Opportunities for Women Emancipation

The fourth and the last objective of this
study which was looking for a poszibility of local

solution to the problem of women subordination seeks!

to identify the opportunities
that exist within the Temi

socio=~culture for the women to

become more aware of their role
as producers and reproducers, and
hence improve their situation
accordingly,

The chapter 4 above is full of potentials for
women to change their life situation within the Temi
soclo~culture, For instance, they play major part in
the reproduction of the community on both daily
and generation basis. More important is the
provision in the culture that they acquire steward-
ship of the food security system in the households.
This has enabled some women to use some reserved
cereal grains to trade with items they find essential
for their homes =~ e.g, making local beer out of which
they get cash income, The Tewi men are bitter about
their women's bywpassing the traditional rule of men
deciding on household projects because women are
now getting control over the cash they generate,

which is actually the resource in the cash economy,
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Another important opportunity for women to
improve their lot accordingly is the wide spread
formal education that raises the rural peoples level
of understanding, and o will demote some of the social
practice that inhibit social development in rural
communities. In other words, formal education brings
into the community anotirer form of ideology which
demotes the traditional ideology, thus weakens the
male control of resources, “Hence womsth ‘simce. succagglful
education is coupled with formal employment in government
or parastatal organization officesg, With time and more
exposure, wWill emencipatethemsglves:as-the childhood
betrothal: con wither apd developmont of formal

education can then phrive smong Butoml,

5.2 Hypotheses Testing

Part two of this chapter is devoted to testing
the study hypotheses =o0.as to arrive at conclusions,
The sections to follow therefore, test three hypotheses

that were set forth at tihe beginning of this study.

5.2.1 Hypothesis I

It was hypothesized at the beginning of this

work that:

'the subordination of the Temi .
women has been reinforced by the
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traditional~bound control of

men over the irrigation water

sources,
This hypothesis was based on the understanding that,
agriculture is imposgible in Butemine without
irrigation water., The data presented above
sufficiently shows th&t most agricultural production
is done in the highlands where raihfed agriculture
is yielding. But, the importance or significance
of the irrigated agriculture to the Temi people
is stressed by emphagizing that no matter how small
the irrigated farm land might be; no Temi man can
afford going without one gince the cultural practice
will render him homelezg of baseless, To that
effect we explained in the fourth chapter that,
song of unmarried mothers have to pay a token to
get a share in their maternal grandfather's irrigated
land, This is becauge there is so much importance
attached to irrigation water sources such that all
the belief system and myths of the community are
centred around the water sources, The land tenure
system is influenced by such a significance attached
to irrigation water sourcesgs as we saw above that
the council of elders {wenamiji) who control the
allocation of the irrigation water also control

land allocation, It ig Dbelieved that, the wenamiji
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understand better the traditional use of land-
pastures, sacred places such as the Khambageu's

shrines, etc,

Tempering with those sacred placed is believed
to be an offence punisnable by the wenamiji before
the God himself gets angry with an offender., Usually
a goat is charged for suchh an offence, The goat
is then slaughtered for a gacrifice, The sacrificed
goats meat is taken near adjacent water stream
where it is believed the God comes at night, and

thus takes his share of meat,

Women donot take gshare in the goat's meat because
they will pollute the sacrifice. They do not even
go near the places where men perform the rituals
for purifying the atmosphere. They (women) can
only cook food which the men collect and take to
the place where the ritual is taking place, Usually
youths (the Wamoran) arc sunt to collect the food
for the elders, or the wvounger ones among the
elder group: are scent to collect the food from

the women,

In short, the iumportant thing about this

irrigation water, is the fact that all the ideological
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superstructure of the cociety has been built around
it - systems of belief, myths, folk tales, laws
governing the land tenure gystem and the whole
social mode of conduct, thus rendering women
helpless as far ag the control of the means of
production is concerned, The situation was made
worse when women were denied possession of iron
tools with which they could have cleared the bush
for new farm yards in the highlands. The reasons
given for depriving women of the possession of the
iron tools are that, the same tools are used for
slaughtering the animals for ritual purposes., IT
women are allowed to touch on them, they might get

polluted by the hands of wmenstruating women,

The same justification is made for not allowing
women to do the ir%igation work, Infact, it is a
taboo for a menstruating woman to go across
irrigation cahalsgsor even fetching water from
the canals on her ménstrual dayg. Because the thing
is so intrinsic in Ehe socialization process, women
themselves even the learned ones, do not cross over
the canals when menstruating and donot pass by the

Khambageu's shrines,

At this point, we are convinced that
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subordination of women 18 reinforcedgand perpetuated
by the tradition through the folktales which is

part of the informal teazchings of the community,

The Temi elders always narrate the story that a

woman once had the control of an irrigation water
source, That water socurce was snatched from her

by a brother who killed ner, From that day

ownwards, the Temi believe that God had condemned
women having the control of irrigation water sources
so as to rescue them from further killings by men,
The question which we should ask ourselves is why
don't men kill themzelves over the control of such

a scarce resource- which only a few have, We/attempt [can
to answer this question in the course of interpreting

the information gathered,

56242 Hypotheses II

The corollary hypothesis suggested the way
out of women subordination among the Batemi and
the best way to developw::: smallholder irrigation

agriculture, It was therefore, hypothesized that:

The betterment of the Temi
women as agricultural producers
will depend on the changes in
the existing laws governing

the land Tenure system among
Batemi,
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This second hypothegis wag actually based on the
first which attributes the subordination of women
among Batemi to the traditional bound control of men
over irrigation water sources and that over land
tenure system, The hypothesis, therefore, explores
a possibility available for women to better their
life situation, and hence improve the agricultural

production,

The findings presented above have shown us
the small sizes of the Temi women's farm yards because
they get right to till land at the descretion of men
as daughters and wives: also because they can put only
limited number of hours into farm work as some other
hours have to go to domegtic chores, However, the
most inhibiting factor to the women's development
as agricultural producerg ig the fact that they
only have access to land as the category of land users,
For that reason they do not have long term plans as
far as “.. development ig concerned because most
of the farms they cultivate are on borrowing terms,
with the exception of those tilled by wives who at
least are relatively asgscured of the use of that
particular piece of land ag long as their marriage

is sustained, The rest wio use the land on borrowing
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terms cannot be sure of tilling the land in more

than one season. Given this uncertainty, particularly

with respect to the irrigated farm land, most women

are abandoning working on such temporary irrigated form yords,
mma;cqne@mﬁraﬁﬁng.nagrxwa:+ on the rainfed agriculture

that does not overlép with their beer business which

assures them of relative autonomy over the income,

Moreover, the irrigated farm work is very involving,

and that not being enough, the farm owners have the

tendency of claiming bhack their farm yards whenever

one gets a good harvest,

Another inhibiting factor in the development
of women as agriculftural producers is the separation
of the control and labouring on the land, This
inhibition has gone as far as depriviné women the
right to control the labcur output - livestock
that accrues from the trade of excess grains with
domestic animals, Tthe aspect that demoralize women
to work the land hard for more productivity;
particularly the fact that women work on the
irrigated farms without controlling its essential
production factor - irrigation water, makes
masterir. the irrigation technology difficult on the part
of women. Although they could have wider agricultural

knowledge from tilling the land, intercropping,
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spacing the crops, the actual irrigation work that
includes opening weirs to the farms, building
irrigation structures, is made unknown to women,

hence restricting women from mastering the technological
option for small-holder irrigation agriculture,
Consequently, crippling the very small-holder
irrigation which is the national emphasis at the

moment,

Isclation of women from mastering the irrigation
technology is condoned by the community's myths and
beliefs system, We therefore, have the opinion
that the chances of the Temi women's improvement
of thelr life as agricultural producers lie in the
fundamental changes in the existing social cultural
life of the community where the said myths and

beliefs are based,

The crucial question is how could the changes
possibly come about whern the old structure is

maintained in the present village settlements?

Obviously, formal education as a different
ideology can give ug a golution if only it
could be encouraged, The education can
raise the level of undergtanding among individual

Batemi, and hence become objective and ably
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discrad cultural practices which inhibit social
development in their community, With raising the
level of their understanding, the Temi women can
understand not only their subordination and denial
of rights but also strategies to fight and win
equal right to scarce resources as.individual

villagers.

5.2.3 Hypothesis IIT

The third and the lagt hypothesis was aimed
at finding out if the Temi women are aware of their
rightful share in village resources; land and irrigation

water as individuals, It was hypothesized that:

Tawareness among the Temi women

on their rights to land and

irrigation water sources will

bring about liperation from

their present subordination,
This hypothesis as can be geen in the obtained data,
is not adequately tested, However from the
discussion with women regpondents, it was
clear that #8%t the Temi women not only understand
that they have the right to land and irrigation
water sources, but also that the socio-culture was

manipulated to suit the men's purpose of depriving

women of such a right, #Phrases such as 'what are
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we infrent of men who can decide on our fates by

throwing women on the street to 'sell' themselves

as already covered in the chapter above, and 'men
are converging with their God' are a clear indication
that women know at least to_a > certain degree, that
they are being cheated, Discussions with women
respondents were full of lamentation on how unjust

the system was to women that they have to shoulder
all the production and reproduction responsibility
with little reward! oSuch a lamentation was resultant
from many incidences whereby some women were thrown

on to the streets by their husbands after finding them
no longer suitable as.their spouses, The poor women
had to wander about with their children without
knowding exaetly how to feed them, also how to pay
back the bride wealth their fathers' took from former

husbhands,

In short, the trend shows that women are aware
of the fact that they are being opprescsed and exploited,
How much they understond and can ably struggle was
not adequately covered in this research, Further

regearch can bhe done on this issue,

In the field, we realized of an intervening
variable which we never thought of - the impact of
cash economy on the power relationships between men

and women, On the one hand the cash earning activities
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add more work-load on.Qéﬁén; ﬁOn the other, it gives
women a certain degree of autonomy over the cash they
generate, which also means challenging men's sole
control over resources, hence the decrease of théir

power over womern,

With the realizetion of the interpeuctbation. of

money economy, the hypotihesis would have read:

iPrior to. the introduction of
market economy, wage labour
and ecsh crovpling,the power
relationshing hetween men

and wonen wagz more balanced,
but as the interpenetration
of money economy increased,
the greater the men's control
over women hecomes,.'

However, the trend shows that women's accessibility to
cash income at least easen's them of the total control
by men, But as stated earlier, this area needs more

regearch.,

5.3 Reference to Research guestion

At this juncture , we would like to revisit
the research question raised at the beginning of this

work in-order totally the findings with the question.

Why do the Temi women remain
subordinate despite the provision
of the Ffundamental rights of
individuals and the contribution
they make in the reproduction

of their community?
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We have just summed up that, the Temi women
are s5till subordinate despite the contribution they
make in the production and reproduction of their
community, We have seen too, that the subordination
of women among Batemi is reinforced by the traditionally
governed Temi land tenure gystem. We have then argued
that such a subordin&tioﬁ of women in Butemine can be
brought to an end whern the fundamental changes occur
in the Temi social system, It is only then that the
theoretically provided fundamental rights of individuals

can be practicable,

The answer to the research question, therefore,
can be sought in the community's ideology that
sustain cultural belief anout the sphere and roles
of women among Batemi. To arrive at the answer one
has to go beyond the overt characterigstics of the
belief system in order to analyse how such a belief

system reflect the reality of women 1life,

In the discussion on the emergence of gender
roles, we have shown how the belief system among
Batemi is centred around deprivition of women of
the control of means =nd forces of production, We
have seen too, how the belief system Jjustified the
control of community's scarce resources by few,

We can, therefore, rightly argue that the Temi

belief system actually s@exves the interest of the few,
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the controllers of the gcarce. resources. Women in
this situation remain subordinate because the class
that is i power have subjected them to such a
subordinate situation by turning them into trade
items. We are saying women are turned into trading
commodities in the gense that the Wenamiji get a
share in the bride wealtih and in the fines collected
from premarrital pregnancies and adultery offences,
In-order for the women to remain useful in terms of
raising resources for the wenamiji, the ideological
tools of repressing any efforts to revolutionarize
the socliety were found in the system of community's
belief which women are given the task of transmitting
it from one generating vto snother., This was the
essenece of disregard of Iormal education by the

clan elders since it wez found to be raising the
level of understanding of the community members,
especially that of the subcrdinates, women and
youths., The raising level of understanding surely
endangers the authoritetive position the wenamijil
have been enjoying in relation to religious and

political power,

The solution for the subordination of women
among Batemi, therefore, can be found in the
revolutionary transformation of the society that cin

on
put. to/end all formg of ideological repression of



many by few. The tranéformafion of community can
be achieved through the class struggle that can
revolutionarize the socialization procéss of the
comnunity, and hence gender sensitization of women

for the best struggling strategy for gender equality.
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CHAPIER 6

SUMMARY AND_CONCLUSTONS

6,1 Summagx

In this study we rave attempted to deal
with socio=-economic and historical conditions surrounding
gender inequality, The Temi irrigation system was taken
as a case study to illustrate historical specificity
of gender inequality. Ve have infered gender inequality
from the manifest dilemma created by separating control
of means and forces of production from the main
agricultural labour force - women; and also from the
larger share of work that dispossessedilabouF%fovced &8¥ries
in production and reproduction of community -
cultivation, cattle herdingp domestic chores, bearing

and nurturing of the children,

Our thesis hag been that gender inequality
has stemmed from exploitation of anatomical diffefence
between men and women and its explanation in moral
forms as a result of fusing biology with culture.
In this case religious belief system played major
part., Women are asgsociated with evil practices

that render them unclean and worthless infront of

God. Men, even those born out of unclean women,
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could be rinsed on initiation rites and became
clean, holy and worthful ©to God. The ironical

part of the whole thing is that women are given

the task of socializing children on the basis of

men being holy and women evil, a task which women
have done adequately tc such an extent‘thaﬁ mqral
Justification of their subordination has become part
of the belief system, This has made any critical
analysis of women's gituation difficult, themselves

being part and parcel of zuch religious beliefs,

In accomplishing this study, we adopted a
theretical framework that has provided us with
the concepts necessgary for an analysis of the
criituclation between the subordination of women
and smallholder irrigation argiculture in the
present village settlements. We have adopted
the social historical methodoiogy as insighted
by feminists writers like Reiter (1975), Drapper
(1975), O'Barr (1976), Kuhn & Wolpe (1978) and
Mies (1981). The methodology was prefered because
it could enable us underscore the position of
women in irrigation agriculture as - opposed to
the available literature {(Gray, 19633 Potkanski,
19855 Mascarenhas, 19853 Ngana 19853 Yoshinda, 1985)

which either deliberately ignores the role of the
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producers in the technological opfion of irrigation
agriculture or apologetically portrays forms of
gender inequality as behaviour necessary for a

meaningful exploitation of scarce resources,

The qualitative data gathered through indepth
study and informal interviews provided eloquent
explanations of contradictions between the Temi
people and the pastoral HMasai on the one hand,
and that of the Temi and the state on the other.
The contradiction between the agro-pastoral Temi
and the nomadic pastoral Masai hinges back on their
conflict over the control and management of scarce
resources - pasture land and irrigation water,’
hereas the Masai could only use the resources as they
find them;/, they do not have long term /beccause
plans with the resources, but the Temi have
the tradition that controls the allocation of
the resources, irrigation water in particular,
the practice which the Masgai are not familiar with.
In other words, for the ilasai both pastures and
water sources are owned and share communally
because they donot have permanent attachment to
any *particular piece of land. Whereas for the Temi
people who practice sedenﬁary agriculture they

are attached to their irrigated farm lands to
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The contradiction between the Temi and
the state, the government at the district level
in particular, is informed by the Temi's understanding
that the government bhelongs to their Masai counter
pérts, especially when the Masai form the majority
of the elected representation in either the party
and the district councii. The situation was made
serioﬁs when control of irrigation water sources
was a target of the established village authorities
immediately after 1975 Villagisation! Moreover
the 1975 election procedures of the village
authorities resulted into a worse contradition
between formal leaders and the traditional
leaders, The government actually created the
dilemma by dis-regarding traditional leaders
for being conservative and took some 'moderate!
local personnels to occupy those leading position
at the level of villages, O0Of course, some
opportunists and least effective individuals
found a home in the “ormal leadership as
they could not have risen to leading position
in informal politiceg. Imanating from such a

situation was characteristically conflictual
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politics at that level forcing the Temi people

to disown their village governments!

Although women accessibility for purposes
of informal questioning was difficult, as a function
of their heavy workload in both subsistence
production and domestic chores, the few we
contacted ably expressed their misgivings about
the village governments! failure to meet some of
their basic requirements. The most topical eiample
in this case was the failure on the part of the
governments to heed to the requirement of a grinding
machine which most of those interviewed rightly
spined would reduce their worklocad as well as

save time which could he productively used elsewhere.

The existence of such problems arising from
the village governments shortcomings has compelled
us to examine and evaluate the existence of a
deliberate policy for rural women development.

The government's women and child development, 1s an
example of these policies geared towards
solving women problems but its practice leaves

much to be desired. The Ngorongoro district
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officials, for exauple, denied the existence of

the above policy let alone itsg practice. Even

where such policies are acknowledged by the

village governments thelr-effectively: is.dlagking

as it is the male dominated committees and governments
which discuss and deliberate on the implementation

of such women related policies, Ihlbfﬁe;ﬁW§fas,.
women are not given an opportunity in the village

leadership,.

Our analysis of the historical conditions
for the gender inequality among Batemi not only
revealed how the Temi women were insubordinated
for the sake of the community's solidarity
against cattle rustlers, but also demonstrated
the class nature-of the Temi society in which/
only the wenamijli have the right to control
the scarce resource (irrigation water) and
ultimately to the political and religious power,
We have shown clearly in our discussion of the
emergence of the gender inequality that religion
has been used to obscure: the class reality of
the Temi society, The wenamiji, the class of
owners, had - managed to mystify the reality of

the deprivation of the majority of the people
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of the control of scarce resources - irrigation
water and the irrigatable farm land in the name

of Khambageu's reward to the wenamiji for being
nice to him in his life time. The ideology was
actually meant to justify the inevitability of
poyerty for a better life after death. Due to
uncertainty in iife, people belie&ed-iﬁl%hé. )
Khambague's myth of rewarding only the few, and
depriving the majority of the control of the scarce

resources!

We have expected to find a different situation

Al

in relation to the control cof the scarce resources
(irrigation water and land) in the post villagisation
period since the Villagization Act was established
to empower the village authorities control -ovvar.the
village resources. Only to find out that the
establishuent of the village authorities after
having created a gap between Tformal and informal
politics at local level as stated above, is
continuously impinging on that traditional
solidarity of the Temi people, This is because

the leaders areuwit the choice of The majority

of the villagers, but of the few CCM members,

o

whose number hardly reached fifty., Unlessxihé'
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election procedures are revicwed at the village
levels, the government leadership will remain .
disowned by the villagers for whom it was meant,
We actually wonder why doesn't the government
adopt the district level election procedures

?hat separate_the local authority's leadership
from that of the party. At the level ofbthe
district, the district chairperson does not
automatically become the governirent leader, There
are several other personalities that make the
district leadership such as the District Commissioner,
the chairperson of the district council and the
party secretary., But at the local level, the
party chalrperson becomes the village government
leader by virtue of his/her position. In most’
cases, some smart persons have maneuvered their
way into the village leadership especially if such
a village leadership is having literacy as its
minimum requirement. We therefore, recommend

that the government reviews the local level
election procedures so as to minimize discontent

among the villagers,

With the furidamental rightsof individual(s)

to equal development and dignity enshrined in

the country's constitution: coupled with the
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elaboration of the same in the 1975 Villages and

Ujamaa Villages Act; we hoped To find, at least,

nascent forms of changes in the position of women
in the Temi villages. It was disturbing to note
that the villagisation process was premnised on

the policy of popular participation. that never.
looked into the contradictions inherent in the

old social structure; the contraditions that could
inhibit the practice of the Ffundamental rights of
individuals, especially in relation To achieving
egqual right between men and women, This situation
actually answeré part of our research question

as to why the Temi women remain subordinate despite
the long adoption of thefundamental fightsef of
individuals imbeded in the policy of socialism

and self-reliance., It is clear that the fundamental
rightsof individuals are not practised as exemplified
by the maintenance 6f the customary laws in legal
aspects concerning the rural people's life e.g.

the land tenure system among Datemi., Since no
right is given - on a 'silver plate' there is a
need for the Temi individuals especially those
disadvantaged women, to mobilise their efforts

in all adpects~ economic, cultural and political

in pursuit of their rights. It 1s only through

such struggle that the parties concerned can be
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forced to put into practice those people's rights imbeded in
the policy of socilalism and self-reliance, the

practice which we believe can given a way to the

total transformation‘of the society we talked about

before, and which will put to an end the gender

%pgquality through the gender sensitive socialization

process,

6.2 Conclusions

In concluding this study, it is necessary
to reflect on the conseguences of our findings in
the struggle for gender equality and development
of a small-holder irrigation agriculture emphasized
in Tanzania. We have seen how gender inequality
inhibits development of small~holder irrigation which
is emphasized nation wide, We have also shown that
opportunities do exist for women to assert their
important role as producers and reproducers of
the community; and their independence;and hence

the capability to emancipate themselves accordingly.

In this study, we have also portrayed how
the cultural practices are ilupinging on the women's
struggle for the cause of. gender equality. As a

result, we have concluded ‘that the way out of



164

gender inequality is the total sccio-economic
transformation of the society through gender
sensitive socialization process. This, of-course, is
in line with the Marxist tradition,that with the
total emancipation of the disadvantaged human kind,
all forms of subordination will end., However,

%é cannot accept some Marxist srgument which
outrightly dismiss the problem of gender inequality

a8 a non=issue,

At the beginning of this work, when the Temi
irrigation system was taken as an example to
illustrate the extent to which women are
still subordinate, we assumed
that if women got egual chances to the control
of the irrigation water which is an important
factor of production next to land they could
emancipate themselves with relative ease., Control
of the irrigation water was known to be the control
of land too, so was the control of labour and
its output, Economic liberation was, therefore,
assumed to suffice the total ewmancipation of
women, However, the field findings have shown
that, the gender inequality is so intrinsic
in the socio~culture of the Temi such that women

themselves hand in the product of their labour
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willingly to their husbands. They are actually

finding a pride in giving farm produce to their husbands,
For this reason, we have suggested to wage an ideological
war that creates awareness of the gender inequality
problem, Socio=economic liberation in so far as the
ggndgr lnequality is concerned, lays a ground for the
abolition of the old social structure théf is berpetuating

and enhancing gender inequality among Batemi.

It is important, however, to point out here that
economic liberation can not be achieved in thg present
low level of the productive forces among the Temi
people, The current level of development only enables
the producers to harvest cereal grains barely sufficient
for the household consumption, It is no wonder, therefore,
that among Batemi, women are making the ends meet by brewing
and selling local beer to subsidize the agricultural
production., This is a preferred option on the part of
the women as it at least assures them of relative
autonomy over the income they ably generate,
However, the trade is taking most of their
dry sedsong time which ié supposed to be the
irrigated agricultural season, The irrigation
agriculture among the women is further compounded
by the fact that access t6 land is through

borrowing which breeds ungertainty and hence
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inhibit further development or expansion. That

o]

then sums  up how the gender inequality inhibits

the small=holder ifrigation agriculture among Batemi,
the situation’which is i/ to be found in all /likely
6ther communitiés which practise traditional
1rr1gatlon agrlculture where women donot control
1rr1gatablo land in their own rlﬁht nor do they

have the right to the irrigation water, at the

same time.they.afe required to.work in the irrigated
farm lands more than the men do, As 1f that is

not enough,they are deprived of the control of

the produce of-their labour including the grain
reserves that are sﬁbposed tTo be under their

domain! Consequenfly fhey'are abandoning the
agricultﬁral activities that are male controlled

and are shiftiﬁg to trade activities which they

can easily manage and control,

Emancibation of women from their present
subordination can, therefore, coﬁe about only when
the total transformation of the society is achieved.
This summary statement corrects our earlier assumption
that economic liberathon as exemplified by the
control of means and forces of production will enable
women emancipate themselves from their present

subordination,
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