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ABSTRACT

So much have been said about the problem of sexual
inequality, but little have been done to in the context
. b ' ’
of household division of labour in wrbon Tanzanian house-

hOld.Sa

This study sets out to investigate the division of
labour in Urban Tanzanisn household, and how it contributes
to sexuél inequality, by examining factors simaping and per—
petuating the division of labour in the urban Tanzanian

householde

The target population of 'kilis sﬁﬂy wos, the house~
holds located along Shekilango road in Sinza areas The
ares is betwéep Robert Mugabe Primary School and grave yards,
which is the heart of Sinzas The area has approximately 500

households from which 29 researched households were pickede

Data collection was done through indebth interviews
and observation, and because the households had some diffe=
rent characteristics case study approach was used and qua~

lified data was obbainede

The findings as a whole revealed that there were
some social processes which contributed to the shaping
and perpetuating the division of labour in the urban
Tanzanian householdss Such processes included social
economic conditionsy occupationy cultural values, and

religion,,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Tntroduction .ond Stotement of Problem

The inequality between sexes, that is, d_.iffea.-onaeg
in power and economic status betwoon mon and: i;omez.x is a
question wﬁich continues to be one of the issues in presén‘&
day Tanzonian socioctye Inspite of the policy of socialn.sm
ard solf solionco as PrWd by the 1967 Arusha 39015'-1‘9"'
tion, there are a mumber of differences between men and.

' 1r€_;mo'h. in terms of opportunities, obligations and powor.

While inequality may be referred to as the act of
depriving ane oategory. of people logltimate valued positions
or rewards in a sooiet;;-r and giving the same to anothor, ine
equalify betweon sexes as Rossit contondsytakes forms ra~ |
n{;:.ng fron explicit logal statutes to informal social
pressure, In analysing how Women may be said to be un=
equal to men she is of the opinion that, women are more a;-
ffocted by this informal social pressure inequality than
the expliocit legal statute inequality., She gives an example
of a sooicty which applies pressure on girls to avoid cér;;

‘ tain occupational choices and encourages boys as having |
such form of inequalitye

In its worst form sex ;i,héciual,ity is 2 quesfloﬁ of
Wwomdn insubordina%ion and oppression mea.rb.ng pla.cmg then
in a lower hierarchic rank and depriving them the right. of'
deoisior meking in matiers pertzining to their lives, rosw
pectively. , -



While there may be an agreenent on the existence of
sexual inequality, views differ &s.to the conditions which gi.v-e
‘ F:n:i.se to this. phenomwon. Eu:d:hamore discussions: on sex ine
eque.ln.tiess usua.lly :f.’ocus on the issues: related to enploymmt,

promotlons, and gmemm in the public domain sugh &g: the ;

.mmber o:fl,women who are mims'bezrs, d};reotgr§s qr gen J. managem o

EGRACI

o:r.' women who have gcne for further stud:.es. '.Uhq,s is whga sg."r
;t.nequhlity :!.so -talked in 'bamsJ of. urban contecte On the other

mm whem gex: inequnl:.'by is talked. :!.n relation to rurel corrt;e.x:f:

'bhe question ig related. to. Inmﬂ.l:l&‘h‘;on, S

This study is an-anged ;i.n the :L’allawing vmr! thg fﬂ 515

ohapter is & genetml :.ntroduo‘hn.on to ’ahe pceoblan and: methodnlogy‘,
the secoﬁd chap'ber deals ‘with a h:LS'tQI'Z/LGBl uwervievw off household
divﬂ.sidn of 1abou1r by amlysing the '_!}b.nza«fnan situgation dum.ng
~l:he pne—colonial period, colom.al pern.od and post colonia«l period:
in demparison w:.’ch cap:.ta.list, socialig-t; and other third world
countriesy Chapher: three is-concerned with research activity;
fﬂhefimt part: of the chapter is the presentagtion of dats and
cofmge. '.Eh:.sa is done by enpiz:i.cal emmination of the cese
studies.' !n’he aim 1s to exemplify the division of tasks:respongi-
bil:.tieei: &nd powet- re&l‘biom in the householdss by looking into
the:, mternﬁl dynamiosJ wh:.oh are responsible with the shaping,

of the division of labou::. .The seoond part of the Chapter deals:

=3y

IotiOnso ] éﬁ ére‘the result of the division of labour,. Ghup’om'

:f.’own ier a summa:cy and a con.clus:.on o the sfudy.

AN



Significance of Study

Inspite a considerable number of studies on sexual
inequality in Tanzania, very little is kmowm in Tanzmania
sbout sexual inequality in relation to household division
of labour especially in the urban Tanzaniae This study is
both theoretically and empirically interesting as it lays
grounds for further research on the social economic and

cultural dynamics of the wrban Tanzanian houscholdse

Rosearch Problenm

This study sets out to investigate the division of
labour in the households in the urban centert, hoping to
£ind how far household division of labour contributes to
sex inequality, and see the form in which sex inequality
takes place in the urban contexts Given the kinds of
' ocoupations, eduneation status, exposure to urban smgxoundings,
and new kinds of/f}gﬁi, tho houschold division of lsbour
could reveal to us an understanding of some of reasons of

' sex inequalities which are prevalent in our sociectye

LITERATURE REVIEW

Different theories have been offered by different
theorists in trying to explain the problem of sexuval inc-
qualitye There are those who see "patriarchy” as a koy
source of sexual inequalitye, Others see capitalist pro-

» duction as a source of sexual inequalitye Some contend that

biological reproduction 18 a source of sexual inequality,
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vhile others considor ideology as & source of sexual inequ-
a.l:.ty and those who see sexual division of labour as & sou:eoe

of sex inequa-lity.

) In her article “89:&'&811 Division of Labour, tho case
of Nursing' Gwma.nikovz defines patriarchy as Man awtonomous
system of social relations, between men and womon in which
men a.re doninant*s She rolates the medicines s'truotlme of
d,bcto‘::'-, nurse and pationts in which the doctor is supcrior,

1

qwi-bh tho familial sn‘ucrture of msband,wife and childron in

' wha.ch the hnsband/ super:.or.3

She assor'bs that nursing illustrates a stratifiod
d.iv:.sion of labou:p betwoon nursing and modicines, Whereas
med:.b:mos d.omn.nates in controllihg ancl direct;ng the healing
‘process, nursing occup:.os a subordinate position as a nurse
_:onl'y ‘wa.tches symptoms of pationts and wvoports them to the
d,oc'bo:t‘. Nu:cses unl:.ke d.octors are not allowed to initiate

the h.éallng procoss of ~l:he pat:,enﬁs.

She fupther asseits that, both patriarchal ideology
ani nui*s:m(, ideology are based on naturalism in their Ope-
4

rations.

].‘ﬁ.'i.].le‘l:5 s agroes with Garmanikov she is of the opinion
that, patriarchy is a key catalyst for sexual inequality.
She arguecs that, capitalist socicties have significant
class difforences between men and not between wéhem This
is because whatever the class of their birth and education

the females have fewor class associations than the malcese



Fonales are econonically dependent on molese This makes
femalos affiliation with any class "a tangential and tempo-

rary mabter v

Millettt's analysis is among the theoretical attempts
to £ill gaps loft by traditional Marxisis in the women gu—
estion, thot is the reduction of sexuel inequality to econo—
nismne However her foous on patriarchy as a central issue
in the woment!s question remains problematics This is bheca—~
use she sees patriarchy as /zniversal node of domination
of females by maless Furthormore her analysis lacks speci-
ficity of the operations of patriarchy through time. Also
her analysis fails to show how patriarchy relates to other
forms of oppression and dominations For example it is not
necessarily true that all men have authority over womens
Some women may have authority over certain types of men,
children and women, as may be the case of a polygamous hou~-
schold where the senior wife has authowity over jﬁnio:r.' wivese
Also as the case is in societies where a mother inlow has

6

authority over hor son and her daughter inlaws

This shows how Millett's domination of females by
males is overgeneraliseds It is our contention that females
domination by males depends on meny factows which shape the
division of lebour like cultural velues, social ccononic

conditions and type of occupations

-

In attempting to overcome Millett's theorctical
7

problens, Mc Donough and Harrison' together discuss patri~-

archy in relation to a given node of productions They



argue that patriarchal relations take their particular forms
from the dominant mode of productions They give an exanple
of a capitalist mode of production whereby patriarchy opew
rates through class rclations in a way that the relations

of human reproduction become central to the subordination
of wonen, Different contradioctions may arise for women of
different class positionse By this thoy mean that patrizxs
chy is not necessarily the sole structure within which women
are subordinatede The main elements through which patriar—

chel relations operate have specificity and are historicale

These two authors explain Ffurther that althoush women
are placed in two linked structures of patriarchy and class
the class position limits the conditions and forms of patri-
archys 4 wife may be in her husband's class but they may
not have equivalent relations to the means of productions
Hhichever class the wife entersy the crueial structure of
her subordinetion depends on the access to the means of
production for hersaelf and her :husba.nd. This division of
property botweon sex ultimately fumctions in the inteorest

of ecapitals

Although McDonough's and Ha.rr.-'is‘on‘s analyscs arc
bottor then that of Millett in the viow that they have tried
to ln.nk the nmode of human rcproduction with patriarchy they
don't eseapc the problem of economic detorminisme Kuhn8

in an addenpt to ovorcome this cconomic determinisn su-~

ggosts that the family is tho principal site of the



operation of petriarchal rolationse To hex the fanily has
property welotions and psyokic relations which arce histori-
cally spceific botwoen men and ﬁornon. She further arcsucs
that pedreiarchy unites both scts of rolations. Howevor she
horsclf osrcos that this analysis is based on the diffioulby
in tracing potriorchal fauily relations in their hisborical

specificity in o given node of production.

RELATIONS OF PRODUCTION AND SEXUAL TWEQUALITY

The nodn advocates of rolations of production as the
basls for sozucl ineguality are Marx end Fngels and Orxthodox

Marxist feninists.BEngel?s nain arguacnt is that,

"Tho significant characteristic of monogomous
nayreioge was its transfornmation of the mucleax
fomily into the basic cconomic wnit of society,
within which a woman and children becanc depe-—
ndent upon an individual nan. JLrising in conju-—
ction with cexplcitative class relations this tra—
nsfornation rosulted in the opprossion that hes
persisted to the presont day.' 2

s

By this Ingals ncons that the oppressive familial rclations
wo cxporicnce today energed with cxploitetive rclations of
production.

On the sanc cuestion I :le apsuce that during tho
procoss of change from mamufacturing to industrislization
epecialization beconcs norc cvidents Instcad of a division
of lohowr bascel on the corporation swmons thosc working in
o particular workshop or trade, o ncw forn of division of
labour intensifiocd ozploitation throuh Ffostoring compo-

tition. A now ocombradiotion now existel bebtween the tech-



requircnents of modern industry and relations of production
of capitalism, Lifeo long spociality of handling the same
tools now beoane the life long speciality of serving onc

and the samo machinos Marx further argues,

"Insofar as machinery disponses with muscular
powery it becomes a neans of employing labourors
of slizght musculer strongth, end those whose
bodily devolopment is incomplete, but whose
linbs awre all more supplee The labour of women
and. children was thorefore the first thing sought
for by capitalists who used machinery."ll

Hero Marx jie in linc with natuwralistic assumptions as he

implies that women's physical strenzth is less than mon's,

Marx contends that when womon and children are cmplo-
yed the resistance which male operatives had to the develop-—-
ment of machinery in manufacturing period is hroken down,
and new family rolations which are more equal are creatod.
Also the existence of labowr fosters competitions This is
%o tho advantage of capital, as the value of labour power
is lowered since the costs of reproduction of labour is
spread all over the members of the family« In this way
the propotion of working day in which the labourer can work
can be lowered and more surplus value thus created, Howe-
ver Marx and Engels allude to various forms of political
and. ideological repression which may be ultimately bhased
on productive relations and not necessarily reducible to

production relationse

Furthermore the concepts of the dictatorship of the

proletariat and the withering of the state presupposes that



ineguality would remain after the socialist revolution and
that other forms of inequalities are to be fought by the

proleotariat during the transition to commu.n:i.sm-l2

REPRODUCTION . ND SEXUAL INBQUALITY

According to Barrott'> somo scholars see sexual ine—
quality as routed in biological reproduction, These theo—~
rists use concepts like social production, bialogical re—
production and reproduction of Mbo@force without clearly
whowing how they are interrelateds &4 good example given by

14

Barrett is Seccombe™ 'y who see women's vnpaid domestie
labour as se:eving productive forces and relations of pro~
duction required by capitale Alsog Firestone views Wwonen
as traditionslly trapped in the childbearing function and
this meke them unable to participate full in social life

on equal terms to mene Inorder to be equal to men they

should be freed from this trape

In brief biological reproduction is seen as essential
in reproducing the relations of production by producing
children who are the future labour force, Reproduction of
lebour force is in dual forme On one side labour force is
reproduced by biological reproduction, and on another hand
it is reproduced by providing the labour with natural ne-
cessities including foode The family is seen as an esse—
ntial unit in which the second aspect of labour reproduc—
tion takes place. (That is providing tho labour with na-—

tural necessities)s In this case women are seen having
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great role do play in maintaining the labour force which

has & result of placing the women in interior positions

This analysis ignores the fact that the house wife
nay also be a wage lebourer who is emploited in the labour
market and also oppressed at the household levels 4s a
result this analysis does not deal with contradictions be-
tween the domestic sphere and the production sphere of
worke 16 This analysis does not answer the question why
there are different forms of male domination in different
modes of production as sexual inequality is not uniforn in
all the societie.s insp:‘;.'i:e of the similarity in biological
reproduction. Such &ifferent forms of male dominarice can
be seen in different societiese Britain for'wexanple illus—
trates a form of male domination mostly found in the labour
ma:r:'ke"!;..17 In USSR male domination is mostly found in dire—
otive managerial executive functions as well as in political

18

lifes™ While in African Societies male dominance is found

in the household and extend to other spheres.19

Moreover such analysis centres on women's roles in
biological reproduction with the historically specific quew
Astion of their role in ensuring the reproduction of male
labour power and maintaining their relations of dominance
of capitalist production without explaining why W;)men
should be assigned special roles in these spheres of pro-
duction. JANAlso this anelysis is a naturalistic one in the

sense that it is assumed sexual inequality like the role
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of reproduction in wonen is naturals This neans that nothing
can be done to eradicate such inequality because it is natige

Tale

IDEOLOGY AS . BASTS OF SEXUAL INEQUALITY

The concept of ideology as a central issue in sexual
inequality is trought fowaxd by some of the pluraliste whose
nein assumption is that the traditionsl sex role differee
ntiation is grounded in the "physiological and social di-
fferences’ between sexeses This argument is presented by
Rossieo in her article "sex inequality the begimming of
ideology'’s Rosei asserts that a responsibility of parents
thenselves and not of the commmity in child beering and
rearing is a result of sexual ideologye. The consegquence
of this belief is to keep the women tied closely to the

homes According to Rossi the most important theorist of

sexual ideology is farsons whv argues that,

"A segremation of sex roles has emerged to
ensuve that their pespective incumbents doyy
rot tome into competition with each othert

Pargons defines this sex role differentiation in
terms of (i) instrumental role or goal attainment and ada~
ption, the relationship of family and wider societye
(ii) Expressive role or integration which is the internal
gtructure of the family. For Parsons, while men
Pulfil the instrumental roles women fulfill the expressive

Toles because women are tied with the bearing and rearing
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tasks and becausc the tension between kinship systeds require
a8 cleam sogre'*a:hlon of sgeox roles. The man is ascribed the
:.nstmzmental rolc while the woman is removed from competition
withln ‘bhe occupational system by her confinement within the

fc.mllya :

'I'lﬁ:.s 1mpl:.e.4 that the woman's role in the family is
portrayed. only in cultural terms. This rules out the econo-
nic role of women'!s domestic labours Parsons has overlooked
the economic implication of women!s wage labour as according
(-t;o him the number of women with young children in the labour
force is small and not increasing. Also jobs that women db

tend to be of lower Statuss23

SERUAY THEQUATTIY AWD HOUSEROLD DIVISION oF TABOUR

The sexual division of labour can be traced from
primitive Societions Locording to Engels 24 tho division of
labour in purecly primitive societies was based between sexes
onlye The men fought, hunted and did the fishing, procured
the raw materials for food and tools necessary for doing soe
The women looked after their houses and prepared food and
clothing, However both men and women were masters in their
fields and owners of instruments which they used and made,
The housekeeping work was communally made among several and
often many families. What was made and used in common was

common propexrty.

Many weiters have writen about household division of

labour but many have not analysed it in relation to sexual
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inequalitys Others have placed it in a secondary role in

contributing to sexual inequality.

Bott?* in hor study of family and socisl net work
in Londomn agrees that in all of the researched fa—
nilies, although they varied a great deal in their social
arrancements there was a basic division of labour in which

he husband was primesily responsible for supporting the
family financially and the wife was primarily responsible

for husework and child carece

Bottt's work aims at considering the examinations of
personalities of husband and wife and the relation between
theme But she never answers the question why such rela~
tionship exists. She is also unable to relate familial

relationships with other social and economic factors.

Most studies of houdehold division of labour and
sexual inequality arc based on the assumption thaty, sexual
division of labour is a natural phenomenon, It is our
contention that sexual division of labour is not a natural
phenomenon bhecause sexual division of labowr is not uniform
in all the societies, In some societies for example the
task of constructing houses may be allocated to males
and in some societies the task may be allocated to femalese
It is therefore wrealistic to argue that sexual division
of labour in relation with some other forces coumtributes

to sexual inequality.



In summary the above theorists have not been very
sucecessful in linking the issue.of WOmén with gender rele~
tionse Gender relations have not been deeply discussed
within'socio-cultural and econoﬂip_ﬁfamework of potrer reo-
lations in the householde @heo;iés which are based on an
assunption that patriarchy contributes to sexual inequality
are faced with the difficulty in tracing patriarchal family
relations in their historical specificity in a given mode of
production, The oythodox Marxists who argue that relations
of production contribubte to sexuval inequality are faced with
the problem of reductionisms in the sense that they reduce
each kind of inequality to production relations and thus
taking for granted that sexual inequality will end with a
socialist revolution theorists who have/ggfzg analysis on
the assumption that sexual inequality is an effect of bio-
logical reproduction tend to be naturalist and they call for
palliative measures. Those who relate the problem of sexual
inequality to ideology have tended to neglect economic and

other factors which are also important to the problems

STUDIES OF WOMEY QUESTION IN TANZANTA

Women studies in Tanzania have'adopted more or less
the same framework in analysing the women guestione This
hag resulted into the same problem faced by other feminists
outside Tanzaniso.

Madsen26 studies sexual inequality in Tanzania in

relation to umequal access to means of production between
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different soxess Such means of production are land, éapital
and technologys She argues that inspite tii;é ﬁoiidy of Uaa.-
maa this inequality has not 1Jeeﬁ' eradicatéd booktise the it~
plenentation of Ugamaa revea,ls a gap botween the 1deology,
strategy and actual praxise .7 The main reason for thls
gap is because private pi'oﬁdrty has boqﬁ rotained With i{;s
traditiohel houschold struéfuro pa,ralloi to colloéti’vo‘ ecqtg'-

nopic spherece

She gives an cxample that, traditional soxusl division
of labour was prosorved with mon functioning almost sepes~
rately within the two structurcse Thus women farmeors wi-

hin the household structurc were donied access to forti-
lizers and cxtension serviccse Although thesc inputs
were allocated solcly to communal farms men werc still the

. . . 28
main participants,

Madsen is of the opinion that scxual inequality in
Tanzania will end with proper socialist revolution. In
reality this is not true hecause socialist economies also
experionce sexual inequality. Her study is bascd on Ujamaa

Villages thus cannot be generclized to the urhan esconomye

I\T;mra.baz9

Flora studies women and their duel roles in
Coréora‘bion Litds

TANESCO / She examines the effect of dual role performence
in a working motherts work and home situations. She is of

the opinion that working mother's are very much affected

by their dual role especially at their work placese Wonments
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opportunities for emplo;g;;ent, training, promotion and work
overtine hecomes 1imi1;:edo" She also argues thet this dual
role effects lhusbands a.nd wa.v'z in the sensc that women
bocome unable to adequately fulfill their obligations at
work.p_laces and Lomes. As a result many conflicts a.i-i:se at

home. between hushands and ﬁiveso

Njwaba however does not explain why there is this dual
role characters In addition this dual role character can—

not effectively explain the problem of sexual inegqualitye

Swa.ntzz‘o in studying the question of women in Tanzania
oxaninos  the oroatirity potentialities of women
in the light of "mythologlcal? and historical post and
social processes of todaye According to her the "sy;nbolic
dimensions" of women'!s "'procreation roles™ are soeﬁ as the
basis for sociolization practices inheront from.the old
sogiety in many of 'I‘anzanias rural societies, For Sva.ntz
Peproduction rather than production forms the founiation
for the position of Tonzanian women today. In early days
in Tanzmania production deoveloped historicé.lly in the co=
ntext of the rermciuvotion functions of womens nature and
and gave the wonen means of control and influence as pro-
vider of the family. Swants argues that this role has been
undermined by tle penctration of market econonye. WomBn's
workload has increased while her control over hor own
produce has decreaseds According to Swantzy, tho manipu-

lation of tradition by those in power has more and nore
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replaced women's creativity which earlier formed a signifi-
cant part of sociel life, Swanitz adds that, this has led
to women's escape fron'drudgery'of every day's life to urban
centres where even the life of the lowest paid labourer is

a form of emancipation of womene

Swantz's analysis overlooks the problem of unemployment
of women in wurban areas and the problem of unequal opporbu-
nities bhotwoen men and women., Also Swantz does not answer
the question why women should be assigned special roles in
the process of production and reproduction that is bearing
and rearing children,

Mascerenhas and Mbilin;yi31

oxamine womens oppression
in Tanzania throwh patriarchy relations and sexual division
of labour. Accordinz to them patriarchy is Dhased on pre-—
capitalist social relations of production situated at a
level of clan or extended family, According to then pa~
triarchal relations of production in Tanzenis are con;sfci'im‘-‘-
ted at a level of the hdusehold in tho peasant production
systen with the male heads of hohiseholds being patriarchs.
They further arguc that females and juniors a.fe exploited
by male patriarchss HNoreover they see women's subordination
and oppression as fundamental to imperialist exploitation
of Tanzania, Here biological roproduction has o rolo of

naintaining the labourforce of peasants and workers as well

a8 maintaining social rclations by incroasing i
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The opprossion of womon in tho home and productive
sectors becomes necessary for the production of capitalist

rclationse The family becomes privatized and is seen super-—

'
e "
5ot i

ficially as irrelevant to capital.

Mascarenhas end Mbilinyi add that capitalist gplations
of production allocatc women and men different posi“?iqifls
both in protuction and reproduction. Sexual inequal;i.t;_y' is
contributed by tho maintainancce of these positions 'Ey chea~
pening the values of labour power through the organization
of domostic labour awd by creating o pool of cheap female
labour which allows tho W;?;ges to be lowered for all workers
and. provide ag capital with labourforce which caﬁ be hired

or Tired as it wishbs.

In concluding the above attempts to exeplain
sexual inegquality in Tanzania have left gaps which require
to be fillede Medsen's view that incguality in Tanzania will
end with a proper socialist revolutions This is warealistic
because first of a2ll, the socialist economics themselves
exporience sexvol inequality. To view dual role character
as a source of scxual inequality in Tanzania is false be-
cause both women and men may have more than one role in
a socletys This analysis can not answer the question why 2ome
men have more than other roles and are superior to women
and likewise women who have less than two roios aro inferior

to mene Also most gtulics in Tanzmania have centred on the
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women question in the rural arcas and a few which have
concentrated in the urban areas did not deal with the urban

householdse

URGUMENE

This research sets out to investigate the divisions
of labour in the louschold that is the differences in roles
and power rclations in the houschold especially between men

and womene

It is sugsestod that onc of the sourccs of sexual
inequality liocg in the division of labour in the houscholde
That division of labour is shaped by & number of factors

which includes

le Socizal Economic Conditions

By this we neen a position an individual occupies
R . - " : , ’ - 1, 5 .
in a wider soclety soélally or ecconomically as woll as in
the households Tor oxemplo the husband ey bo eoonomically

well—off and may also dominate in the household productions

Social economic conditions means the way an indivie
dual can adapt Limself to the social and cconomic inviron-
ments, For exemple, how people can 8dapk themsclves with
the city life and the hardships of the town. In this re-
spect in order to adept thomsclves with city lifc people
nay engoge thomsclves in verious cconomic activitics which

they were not usod to. Also interaction with fricends and
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ﬁeighbour .15 éwﬁer of adéptinb to city lifcs 4s it is
su””estod t;at 1n ov ctlon W1{h neighbours o» fricnds can

1nfluoncc tho p ttern of dob151on of tasks and responsibis

11tlos. It 1s Sur“ostod’that couples ticd to putside folah

%1onships llkn Whut LottBZ Buggosted are emotlonuiij satls—

fled at tlmes of ncoudi o cxample 1f wo*kinf ifé beu -

o

ox closo TQlutIVOS¢ Such a trifo will depenu 1oss on her hus-
bund far (101nu 1ousoh01& chOrcso This Wlil in tuen 1ntens1fy

tbo "se@roﬂated“33 pattcrn 6f divisdofi of houscLold cLoros.

2, Type of Ocoupatich

By o typé of océupaﬁisﬁ o moan the kiha of abtivity
which bring 1ivelihood t6 the householdi Octupatichs range
from self émploymentgfo@mai émpioyﬁent, & combiflation of the
twoy, and other income generating activities which contribute

greatly to the liveliliood of the household.

34  Cultural values which predominate in the bhousehold

These cultural values include religions beliefs; ethiw
nic practices, educotional level, and socialization process
which is concerned with tronsmitting values of a society
fron one.generation to another. There are two ogents for
this socialization to toke place effectivelyes PFirst there
are the parents who are nostly soncerned with tronsmitting
appropriate cultural values according to the childiren 8CXg

and also by maintaining te%.o0s 2zainst sex roles,



21

Another agency is the society which provide the educde
tion to children, In this case tﬁe society maintains the
curriculum which is suitable to the society itself, This is
done by teaching separate subjects to separvate seies, and
by considering thot female career as egual to famiiy orie-
nted roles,;for examplc teaching, secretarial work, and ca-
teringe While male children are encouraged to pursue engi-~

neering courses or to be army officcrse
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METIIODOLOGY

Research Site

This study was carried out in Sinza, one of the newly
built areas in Dar es Salaam. TUpto 1972 and 197634 the ares
was virtually a bush. We can twace the development ofvths
city back to 1965 when Seiyid Majid an Arab Sultan of Zan—
zibar decided to build a settlement around Dar es Salaan

3

arode

The Germany and British colonialists developed Dav-
es Salaam city to fit the colonial economy. Like any other
colonial town, Dar es Salaam was plamned on clear cless
lines, Commercial area was bullt around Kariakoo, Mnazmi
Mmoja, and Samora Machel Avenue, Low density residential
area was provided for Buropean upper class,; business men,

" farmers and colonial officers. Such areas included Oystér;
bay, Chang!ombe and Msasani, .Asians were encouraged to
build their residences in middle density area, mainly in
UpangaQA &fricans occupied mainly suburbs areas such as
Buguruni, ilala, Kinondonij Monzese and Kariakoos, Social

facilities also followed the above patterns

At the time of independence; Tanzania followed more
or less the colonial town planning which was based on class
line, althouzh social facilities were extended to alle. is
a result of this unpropérly pianned city development, squ-~
aters took 6hances and. occupied public places and unsur-
veyed areas. These Squﬁ*tc:s built houses ranging from

simple and meke shift structuses to permanent houses,.



The owners of these Em‘dw\gs ranged from the urban poor ‘o
37

the urban middle classe

To eliminate the problem of squatling the World Bank
in collaboration with the Tanzania govermment introduced in
1972 site and service scheme to cater for proper housing f01j
the urben poor. By 1976 about 9,000 plots were prepared
mainly at Sinza area for low income earners., The plots were

of high densitye. 38

Although the site and service scheme was aimed at the
poory most of them did not benefit because they had no
access to loans provided by the state financial institutions,
such as #he Tanzania_ﬂquging Banks This is because the set
out proceduile for obtaining the pil.ofis aﬁd ioané is so brea-.-
uveratic and gives room to -only those who are financially
well leaving those who are not well off.39 For example in
ordér to obtain the loan one should possess a plan of the
building to be erected, a building permit, and a good evi-—
dence of his or her source of income to ensure that he o
she will be able to repay the loan, Also building materials
which are permited in these surveyed areas are cement blocks,
burnt brick and at least corrugated iron sheets for roofs,
Rent is paid anmually for allocated plote All this make

it difficulty for low income people to obtain the plotss

Within the three zones of Sinza,; there is Sinza A,
which is boarded by Mpekani road and stretches from Ba~

gamoyo road on the Bastern side and joins with Morogoro
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road on the Vestern Sides Singe C is boarded with Manzese
on the Testern side ond Xijitonyama on the Zastern side.
Sinza B is located along Sheldlanso road which stretches
from Bagamoyo road on the Eastern side and joins Morogoro
road on the Vestern side, The area is the heaxrt of S;i.nza.
as it is economically.well established with several silops,
a market, beer stores, hars a dispensary and a schoole
This is why I was much interested in Sinza B, and picked it

as my area of study.

When I was about to do research I went to Sinza B
CCM branch where I met the branch's CCM sec:cetamy. I
briefed him that I was a student of the University of Day=
ee Salaamy; and that I was interested in studying the way
people live in households. Two weeks later he introduced
me to ten different cell leaders while they were holding
their meeting. After listing their names I picked the
first four names,; and hence four cells from which I obtained

the initial 40 households ecawmaxrked for interviews.

The Cases

Bach of the four cell leaders had ten cells or houses
under him. Bach of the houses was occupied by a single
household ox multiple households. Also the households
were accommodated by either morried couples with or
without their children and relatives, spinsters or bache—
lors, one occupying the whole house or sharing with others,

40

Here the term household is defined according to NWakane
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i

de%:;hitioh ifha,t, it is & primary unit of social orgenization
formed b;y' members vho a:re kin related and may also ihclude
non rola.tlves members, Iwho live in the householde Sociolow
glca.lly ‘the household is a distinct wit in socmety repres
sen‘bed. externally by-its head, and internally orgamzed
under 1ts 1e§z,dersh1p. In this context the household. is no‘i:
Synomymous With the family. This is because the family rcsw

tricts its membership to spouses and childrene

Household studies are dii_—;‘ficul‘b ones to conduct if
one wants to obtain rich and adequate Qata which will
cnable him or her to explain certain so?:ial phenomena,
This is because of the Jifficulty involved in getting
private information abotfb the members of the hdusehoidsi
In view of the above, the case study approa‘cﬁ wWos Seen a.é
‘Ehe most appropriate methody as it was easier this way o
cond'.ucf indebth interviews for a feir cases and get as much
qualitative data as possible, which would be adequate for

analysing the internal dynamics of the houscholds.

Although this study does not claim to be statisti-
cally representative of Dar es Salaam households in rela~
tion to division of tasks and decision making, we view that
the data obtained during the study present a picture of

household division of labour in a part of Dar es Salaam

Much more represcntation could be obtained with the
use of survey techniques, it was however not possible for

us to use survey techniguee This is because very little
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is written asbout demo@a.pﬁc characteristics of people of
Sinza,; their social and economic environments As such it
wos very difficult for us to design an adequate analytical
scheme for our surveys Case study app:i:'oach was ‘tl}us seen
the most appropriate altermative given also the time and

financial resoursos at our disposale

In this study, our main interest was those households
who did not share a hélise with other households, and those
households whose membéi's included a married cdtlple living

with their children and relatives (relatives optional)e

Before we started the main study a pilot study was
conducteds TFrom the pilot study we could find out that
Sinza B was inhabited by people of different occupations
including self employed formal sector employees or the co—
mbination of the twos

Of the ini‘blal 40 houséholds ecarmarkeéd for studyj
only 35 :E‘i‘l‘(‘t:ed; the hbove mentionsd criterias Of the above
35; six heads of the houscholds declined to participate in

the study making the ultimate case studies 29e

The Population

During the pilot study it was understood that the
inbabitants of Sinza included a number of ethinic groups
such as the Zaramo, Sukupnas Yaoy, Makonde, Ngoni, Chagga,
Menyema, Jaluo, Kerewe, Bemba, Ho and Lingalae We also
cqme to understand that although a good number of them have

stayed in Dar es Salaam for not less than 5 years, cultural
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values Lnd et 1mc rractices are still maintained according
to 't“).?l.x. ethlmc babkn'ronmd cnd religlcus beliefso, For

exmmple the Musllm #émen weer o black head and body. covering,

when t ew' o 61.1% ul‘ld ddrln'* spacial occc,ss.ons. Muslim men
: Jhand, 7, '
oh the o’chm / woai: vhite Soves or 'karzu' and skull hats

i'

or 'ba.fabn@sh-l.m ‘I‘he téndano;y ol *uaintainihg cultural
valvos and efhm.ic *w'uc’ob cet die revealed in weddihg cbig-
nomes qncl L}.’.\. ftmo"ck 150» Du:clﬂ,g* such ‘occasions pe‘o’ple of
‘bho Bamo ethlnlc g:coup mee'ﬁ ‘tm»d*oﬁher cnd perfom’x rl'bu'xls

aceor "d:LnU to taen:-? eth;m;é uablq;momadsx

Peoplo sta;y' in house% whieh they hc«VO elfher buil‘t
taemsolvos, or w‘noa ark vented tde thei ‘by tho:w employe:es.
There are also 6ases Widére membdrd of & househdld megy sﬁa,;y*
in unfinished hétisey for the puiﬂaose of obtaining accommo—
dation and fop the purpose of earning additioﬁai intories

by being a watchman of the house.

RESEARCE STRATEGY AND TECHNIAUES

This study was sterted in 1986 Literature review
end writing of the research proposal wes done from l\Iove-'-
mberr 1986 to April 1987, During the whole month of Hmy
1907 the pilot study wes being done. & schedule of quo-
stions was prepored from June to August 1987. The questions
were tested in September 1987, Interviews, observations,
vigits Yo the households ond informal telks with the me-
mbers of the households were done from Februory to Dece-

mber 1986,
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THE INTERVIDVS

The interviews were made informally after a set of
guide qQuestions was prepaved, This method was chosen he—
cause of = number of reasons. idrst this was the only
method frowm which we could obtain reliable date for this
kind of study, because respondents were fr_ee to answex
questions in a relexed mamner, without ony fear. Also we
were able to ask the interviewees one question in different
ways in order to confirm the reswlis. Whenever a gquestion

was not understood the interviewees were fres to ssk que—

stions and elaborations were mude.

Before I could conduct the interviews I had first
to distinguist hetween "segrogoted"™ and "joint patterns”
Toles,

4l

To uge Botts’~ words, in a ‘segregated role" poatterns
a hushand and a wife have clearly defined and separate ho-—
usenold responsibilities, for cxample man's work and woman's
worke In Jjoint role pattevns, tasks arve done interchange-
ably or in collaboration by o husbend and his wifes In most
cases interviews were carried differently for husbands and
wives and their children. BJut whenever they needed Vo
discuss on some issues they were allowede The interviews

“

were done on the on-and-off basis, and were centred on the

following main key areas:

(1) .Sociel History

This included respondents agey occupation,

merrital status, relatives, whether living with. irelawves
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looking into the :cc:eié.tizonship of i‘elé.ti:w'fes and
the :E-‘eéwfao’ndents. 'I—I"oi-m{fer on this pai“b' it was réu
vealed that most }.'esg_wondenjbs 1ived w:.th husband t s
relotives rother than wives! relatives. Housqhoi&

chores were shered with these relatives according

t0 seXe

(ii) To what extent does the sexual division of laboux

overload women with specific roles compered to men.

For the purpose of this resedrch, sexual division of
labour was regarded as & diwvision of labour which allocates
tasks on the basis of different sexes, for example women are
allocated with the task of housekeeping and men with the
task of house construction. It is further assumed that
sexual division of labour functions to distribute to men
aid women different roles. By roles we mean, "rights and
obligations® 4 ascribed by the society to its mémberse TFor
example men are assigned with the role of household upkee~

ping while women ere assigned with the role of child reaxring.

The rescarch questions thereforc sought to investigate

the followings

le “hat kind of division of labour existe in the

householde

2, What kind of work is performed by men, women,

boys and girls in the household,
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3. That Kind of special woles are played by men and

women . in Fhe household.

On this axes hgsb@pd's ond wivels were intervicwed
separately; Question five bo guestion 17 (see appendix)
dealt with houselold internal orgenization. During tho
interviews, thero was one iﬁoidenﬁ of poor respounse from one
hushand. However this shorﬁgoming was checked by rescapm
cher's intensive observations in order to countercheck with
the wife's responses; In other cases I had to ask the same
question in differént ﬁayse & detailed analysis of house-
hold tasks dome by husbands' alone, or wives' alone, tasks
done by both spouses tasks done Ty male childrenland female
children alone was done. Also there were a %ew cases of

work done by all the children regardless of sex and tasks

dons by only the males or only the females in the housechold.

Under this question awea specific questions on child
care responsibility were asked (see guestions 12 and 11 in
appendix). These questions wainly centred on whose duty is

to mirse a sick child, ond Lotk aftdr the childwens

Under internal orgonizetion; question 8, 9, and 58
(see appendix) deslt on how sparc time was spent. This
mainly required information on what actually is done during

sparctime by the husbend's, wive's, male and female childven,

(iii) To what extent docs the sexual division of
labour influenco women's subordination and

oppression within the -housebold.
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In our case subgrdination wefers to low hiererchic
rankinge It ig ftherefore assumed that sexual division of
labour places women at o lower rank in the household compa~
red to men. Oppression on the other hand is regarded as a
situntion of women having little or no say in decision mo~

king in the household and other spheres.

On this research guestion I scught to investigate the

followings

1. Who makes importent decisions in the household..
TFox example marridge, decisions on income genergs—

tion and who controls the household income.

In ovder to get information on household finances,
types of ocoupations for both lmsband and %ife were asked.
This also inciuded any other type of econcinic activity apast
from husband's or Wifeis ocoupation. (See question 13; 14,

21, 92, 29 and 30 in appendik)s Thesé guesticns were Bue

swered by both the hushand and wife.

Although most of them wentioned how much they carned
from theixr small scale businesses, it could not he taken for

that
granted that, fwes their iPuo income becanse most of the

book-=keeping
respondents were not convevsant with / ' procedures,
In most cases not all the respondents could mention all
sources of their incomes. To counter check the validity of

answers on the households incomes,; ocach spouse was asked

separately (see quest. 13 ond 14 in appendix) what was his
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o herx incone andwh;s or her spouse's incomec., Alsc the

ouestloﬂ on ones 1aeomc was chiecked by the question on ones

.-.x,.:

ochyation. Tr: Tapzginia selavies ore fixed by the govern—
ments T-c"efove to know somobody's kind of Job can give a

-

clue of what hlS paelaxry ies. It was however very difficult

to deternlnc tho exact income of respondentss

B Réiatibns of power and authority in the household were
A 'tne
dealt with Guo >stion 15 and 17, Botl husbands and wives

were uSkGd tlese qucstlons, Also gquestions 18, 19 and 20
were asked (see appendix). These questions were only posed
to wives. Question 15 (sce appendix) was asked to obiain
information on who made impovrtant decisions in the house—
holde Decision making is the main determinent of power
relations in the household., TImportant decisions in this

research are those regarding financial issues. Childven's

matters like education and control and ownership of assets,

(iv) How does the socialization process perpetﬁato
the divig%pn of labour in the household. Iy
sobializatioﬁ we mean the act of "aééuiring
sensitivity to social stimuld (especialiy the
pressures and obligetions of group life) and
learning to get along with, and to behave like,
others ir his group or cultures the process of
becoming social oeingf.,43 In other words it

means the process of encultu; vtion in which

people are developed inorder they can live an
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expected social life. In this sense socialization
is done differently for girls and boys through

cultural values end practioces and beliefs.

The research therefore sought to investigate the

followings

lo The socialization methods for zirls and boys in

the housgholdo

2+ Taboos :ceia‘ted_'bo doing task allocated to sex

othex thah OWNa
3, Kinds of subjects learnt at school and ambitions.

Question 43 - 58 (See appendix) were aimed at extra~
cting information on how socialization process perpetuate
the dj.vision of labour in the househoid-. Question 43 to 46
were posed éo both wives end husbands. Qiestion 47 5‘51
were posed to wives only and question 52 « 57 were specific
for both mole and ferale children, Question 47 sought fo
reveal whether parents expected their children to help with
household chores and how these chores were organised in the

household for the children.

Question 48 was concerned with whether there were
customs and taboos regarding the assigned household chores
performed by inappropriate sex. This in turn would measure
what role culfural values plays in socialization of boys

and girlss

Question 49 -~ 50 aimed to measure whethor parents

were specific to what kind of subjects should be learnt



by female ond male children differentlye Question 55 was
centred on childven's ambitions, This aimed to find out
whether the ambitions matched with female and male roles

and responsibilities,

OBSERVATIONS

Obgervations were another major source of data in the
studye Trequently cobservations were done in order to coun-
tercheck with the answer provided by the respondentse Deing
a regident of the area of study I could visit the households

in research as often as I could while making my observabions.

Obgervations were speciiically made on héusihg Whic@
accomodated the members of & household, its layout, respo-
ndents themselves, their clothings, their relationships and
on specific events which happevied &t the time of studys
Such events ranged from wedding ceremony, on ownership of

assets and wifes occupation.

Louses which accommodated the respondents ranged firom
finished bungalows, semifinished bungalows/houses and swa—

hili houses with a backyard and backysrd buildings.
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CHAPTER IT

SEXUAL, INEQUALTTY - A HISTCRICAL PERSPECTIVE

SEXUAL INEQUALITY IN TANZANTA

PRE-~COLONTAL PERIOD

Scxual inequality lilce houschold divigion of labour
in Tanzania predatos the colonial poriode Howover tho
patterns of division of labour and power rolations di-
ffered from socicty to socicty depending on social ceo-

nomic conditions and cultural valuocSe

Up to 1800 Tanzanian socictics worc largely pro-
capitalist, howcver they wore socially organized diffcro-
ntly from socicty to socicty according to the level of
dovolopmont of productive forcose In some socictios
primitive communalism proveailed whilc othoer socictics oxpo-—
ricnced stratificd rclations of production and owncrship of

privatc propertye

The Pastoralist Maasai of Northcorn Tanzania wero
organizcd under age sct systomy, whorc onc age sot was
expected to respect all the ago scts sonior to it, and

the scnior age sct acted as guardians of tho junior onos.l

Among thc Agriculturalist Nyamwezi, Ha, Wahoya,
Wagogo Hobo, Parc and Sambaa, iron smclting technology
was doveloped, and the usc of iron toolsy, such as hoos,
axos, spears and knives was provalente Rudimentary stato
formation was also oxperionced in Nyamwozi, Wahaya, Gogo

and Hohe socictios,
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‘In Chagga. and Paro so_cioi:ios Chicfdems worc omorgingo
Thosd dovolopmon‘bs worn coupled with cmergonce of private '
property and fanily strusturc which was organized undor
;Ysho authority of patriarchy heads who had control ovor
1and and ca.-b-l::'.o..2

n the southorn soclotios poople wore politically

. . 3
organizod on iincage ox slanss

Ap for tho division of labour, the Maasal ollocatod
Mat construction work to women bocausc they were stabioned
at onc placc comparcd o mon who Amovod_ from onc place to
another looking for pa,swrosod’ This was also truc of tho
Fulani Wo Daa Be nomads of Nigor who wore also pastoraliste
According to Dupi'ro,5 the Fulani women also under took all
the tasks concorncd with the houscholde Aftor the hoad of
tho Camp had _docidod. upon the place to stay womon builb
hubs from thorn branchor thoy had gathorods whilo thoir

husbands tcok tho hoards Ho pastiroh

Tho Meaasoi mon wore the controllors of domestic ani-
nals and made all imporbtont dcciéions inveolving disposal of
the cattle, and marriage of their childrone Womon had no
right to disposc »f thn cattle and mothors had no say in

X . : ¢
marriage nf Sholir daughbors.

Thr Agricultuaralint Arurha, would lot o woman inhorit
land from hor husband oniy if tho husband dicd, Whonovor
The womnn diod dthe Tand wog irhorited by hor sons and not

Locd

hor doughborse ' The Hoyr women did not inhorit thoir



hushandts land and wewe thrown off the land by their sons
[a]
who hed inherited land.”

The Chagpa allocated the women with the duty of
cutting geass and feeding the cattle because in Chagga
society it was nowmel to grazmc the animals around the home-i-
steads so as to utilizc mawre properly in banans faims,
This was necessary hecause pileces of land werc privately m
owned. Dach piece of luond was owned by the eldest male in
the household who contirolled the land for the benefit of
the whole household. ILand wos inherited by the elder son.
All fexrtile land was ocoupied and it was very rare to find
idle lax .,9 Elder males had their own pieces of land and
soveral others which were allocated to wives for the purpose
of cultivating food crops Lor the whole household, The
wives had also to cultivate their busband's plot, in which
they planted millet which was controlled by the _lmsbs,nds
only., The women had. nd soy i the prodiﬁcts from theiw

husbhand's plo’t,.lo althoush they cultivated it themselves.

In order %o prepmre the women to take their woles in

tho houschold, some societios including the Ngoni, gavo

special instructions to gixvls at puberty. In this wespoct
Madigen arguer,

"Traditionally ¥eond givls were taken to bush

for one week at pivcvty where they were circu-

meiznd and tausht tho role of adult women Ty
elderly wespected women,"



The medn aim of “heso-teachings were fo propard tho
womon +o becomo responsible mrthers and wives who. gxald

maintain their households amd respect their husbandg,

Tn socicties ke polygamy was cxpericnced pé.\gf'
gomy was prefered begausc Lt onhanced POoWeT 60 the mon and
brought labour for produsing swrplus. Tho women bare
nmber of children vho wers ragarded as a scurce of fulbure
lobour ond who continmund the Lincage. According to Mal-
cor % tho mon in Sukuna Land c_‘onﬂn;'olléd and approprioted

the surmplus which in sonz cases was used for marrying

ancther wifo,

As we have argucdy division of tasks and powor

relations differed from SQQLioty to socictys, Amoﬁg the
Tutei of Burundi g Tich womon did not perform housohold
tasks including rearing thoir childrone This task mos
porformed by girl of a lowor caste s and in case of pol:y‘l»f
gamouy marriage, the fizes wife was givsn a status of o
sonior wifz and cther wiven romained morz or less seyventn
to hore Tn this Wzy smony: tho. Tuicd wemon there woro those
i3

who oxorciscd powor over obhen womons

In other African sosivtics forexample the. Mbratl
oygimies of Jongo vho ars thr wrrting scciety, theys was

no division of labour by sox. Men and women hunmdod

togethora The »oles of Tathe

» and nmothor wora . diffo--.
LT Y

rentiatnd, as they hoth sharsd the task of shildven. .

- pearing rod shared decisiou aver .how fo ddspose’ of “theis

o o2

S of 1aheweq R o




Likowise, during sho pro-industricl porioed. Bridoin

nocnmic and roliglour slahe.'msa"ﬁ Tho sewmtry Tomon tndor--

“he demnetio chomos nn woll ag Shoiz hanband?.s

ook

-

work in the £icidne Thrgy womon had no pewnr oo apbhioe

) . Ao -

»iws rvor Sheiz . aon. o oglort wonon ox Sho pmaetndute

Syind Britnin womn sdbordlinniod by non. by iAo 8 L chuech

dhiioh thny coouplind o public prosition o pAwors

KN -

AlShough the wonn dn pro-inductmial Inglont nxoce

- -

minnond subcrdinaticn. S ariginerntin women trnieldnd
DOWNR ANG BUEhorLTy VAR mon anag wonon bolew thon.  Thny

recuplod  socond pogluion o o deputy G Shedin

-t

husbands ond. Shoy wors nanngoms of dhelr houscholds.

Alshough thoge woni had prwer Aol ~thor womor. onc. othom

U - 3 ', - v .
NN, TANY Wworo suoordinahe Ge tholr lmsboands. and thoedlr

POWOR AVer othon men ~ad athorn womnon wore dovidod fmon
Shnix mawlial ond fanlllial stntun,. and not Tron cwnsmshlip

0% PropPNrTTe

D)  Lolonial pomiod

o onuonias. prriol Tonsonion socinting

e

anevLLon: N

Angaged In aach spops produntimm.  Large

coffon, olnal, w0 "l gerundnats woro introdusnts  Those
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waxntlon preple nigonsed Dpor Sholn home weoos 5o
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acconpanicd their hwsbonds could not cngose the—

[
0
&}
by
<
[}
@
[

n plantations, os such they becane dependent to

[}

their bhusbonds, 3But thic teondency wos grodunlly chonged o
woncn started somc small scale cconcmic activitics like
sclling buns which was o step foward towards ccononilc inde—

pendence for woricn.

Urbonisn has been cguited $o culturcl chonge nconing
that nigrants crc cncouroged to shed their traditional

o ; T e e of 1400 2 X
custons ond adapt the wrbon way of lifce However accor—
ding to Gutkind, Africon sooictics illustrote differont
conditions fron tho abovo. thether the towm nigrants arc
rececent, or long time urbon resideontsy their behoviour can

bo viewod along tho following lines,

"polorization boocd on cthinic identity ond
soci&l/psyohologioal in urban contoxt, and
nolorization basced on  fistinctive urbon

gtyle of life nonely ocononic ond political

TROoCcosSse!

This bas on offccet of shaping various mocesscs in
the social lives of the urbon dwollorse Peoplo moy retain
their cultural oand rcligious proctices because thoy still
hove connceotions witl their kins in the rurcl arcos. Also
uvrbon living conditions and urban noturce of cnploynent noy
shape tho lives of thic urban dwcllorse. In this rcspoet
P3il™ argucs thot, wrbon life can clso affcct the dis—
tribution of powor in the Louscholds It beconeg conon to
find that in urbon sccictics power ond authority ore vested

in oldorly nalcs win contiol ond orzonize houschold



production and consunption. Other factors which noy shape
the urban woy of 1ifc apxo cducatlon and econonic resourcesSs

Thile cducation acts o shopo traditionel veluos of urbon

A

dwcllors ceononic indopzndonce of wonen can load to donmand
for geootor outonony o ko slders, n2les and husbindse
This hos o result of nolting the nales strive te nointain
thoir atatas of being ccononically doninant.

Jreing the colonicl poriod in To enganic the traditi~

onod soxuel division of lobour wos not altorsde Infnct it
ol

toneficd inorder te sult thc colonial oceonoiy. Eouco—

tionel policy was dosirmoad e sorve the coolonial adainigheo—

tion. Tho boys wore sow i subjeets whicl: would cnoblo
thon to work in Sk celoniol adrinistration, whilc tho
wonen wore noinly bousht donostie seicnce subjects pmopo—

.

»ing thom to Bncono aeed Louscwives, This hod an cffeod
of making: the =2:von’h Invest loss in sirls cducation, ond
early nomrioges for girle wome proforod as o woy bto obsorve

. 22
fenole nisconductsa

T SO0 CAGeS WONGIHL e regordod s o source of
choap labour Ly tholr husbands who hod o cultivato coagh
crops in owder t~ cbioin orah £or poying taxs A good

oxanpla is that ~f the Zinzg, wonon whe piefored bt~ nowwy

durins planting socoson inmedor te obtoin choap labouma

Alse an-ng tho IInhna. wooon enseged in agricultural

wonk twioc~ os mich ag nor on top of their usual houschold

/)

chorns while Shoy ALd not condnol thoir rroducts of Lobouras



41so the condition of Hgoni wonen during the colonial

. . . . 2
poriod was of the inforior stotus. Madisen, 5 obgcrvod

that during noarriage corcnony, o Ngoni father hondlod the
bride who is his own doughtor to tho bride's father inlaow,
. . e s 126
spoaking the following wordse Now she is your own neo~
ning thot shé is now wnder the oubhority of his father
inlow and Lusbond, The bride was covorcd with cow hide

and & knifc placed on Low ncck to symbolizce her subnission

to tho now male authority.

Siniloxr conditions sccned to prevail in other thidwmd
world countricse sccording to Kovalsky, during the colonial
poriot, african Wonen who constituted the 'basié of thoe work—
force wore cnong the first vietins of oxploitetion end subor-
dinotion to the power of proverty holders in socicty. Depe—
ndence on their husbands wos nainly due to the introduction
of cash cconony whoreby non found it nccogsary to control
the bhasie moans of producing coshe This dependence on
husbonds $ook varicty of formsy for cxonple the Maregoli
wonen did not have tho right to disposc of their hoxvest
without poemission of their husba.nds.zg The Muranots wives
on the othor hont uscd thoir harvests to feed the whole
29

houscholdy and the hushandls harvest was owned by hinsclf,
He sold 1t, obitained casgh for Lis own uso.
he condition of Lfricon wonen wos also perpetuated

cand nointained by cultumwol valucs of various socicticse

. . . . 30 . . R
Lceording to DxermlsS1,3 In the Islenic society of Morioccoy



it was believed thaty it wos o religious duty of o husbor
to commond his wifce s such o nan would cxpeet the follo-

wing rights fron his wifoy fidelity, obedicnce, ond nmano~

turn
gonent of the houscliold, The wife in / expocts to he
v i . n - 31
supported financially by hor husband.
In IEnglond during the industrial rcvolution, the

workins mon were anxious about their ocuthority and thoir
cnploynents A% the sanctime the bourgcoisic were onxious
to neintain ordere his was clearly sccn as the working
clags nmens! interests wore to woestrict the women's entry
into the labour norket or 1limit then to low paid jobss

.

The hourgeoisie ha._d ginilor intorosts as his ain was to
pnexinizse profite In this way wonhen were node a rescrve
arnye <t this juncturc man's wage wos scen to ho sufficient
for his wholc fonily, whilc the women were urged to stay ot
honee Borly trade wmions callod for the right to work  for

32

the non with o fonily and prohibited woncn rocruitnont.

&g yoors went by thore developed o tendoncy of a
ghored houschold tasks between husbends and wivese These
potterns of division of lobour and power rclations howover
differod to some cxtent fron one group to enother group of

33

peoples lccording to Bott, anons the 20 Londen studicd
fanilics thosc who werc from higher class shared houselold
tasks jointly betweon the wife and the husband, while

couples fron working class, divided roles and Lousehold

tasks between thene
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Independeonce Poriod

The situation of women in Tanzonic after independence
wos not much changedse The ccononic structure is still
controlled by internotional capitalism, and urbanization is
continuing in alnost the sane lines as during the colonial

- - - - - A 3 - 3
roriodl bascd on connercial act1v1t1eshstate adninigtrations
Low technological develomment, traditional velucs behavioral
patterng and roligious influences have contributed to the

34

subordinction of wonen in Tongmoniae

Duc to the effort of noking Tenzania an cgolitarion
socicty in which all sort of incqualitics arc cradicated,
post colonial Tenzanio adgpted a socialisﬁ cconorys This
is cleoarly anounced in tho srusha Declaration of 1967 where
it is orgued thaty in o true socialist socicty all peoplo
arc workers and nobody exploits onothers Fvery ablce bodied
person works and receives & Just returne Inconc incauality
is oradicatod¢35 In this respoet sociolisn was an attonpt
to cradicate all type of soclal inequalitics including

scxunl incqualitye

The inplication of this is thot ﬁomon's oprression
ond incquality is ah aspebt of copitalist relotions. The
oppression of women in tho home and in the productive
scctor is cssential for the reproduction of capitalist

rclationsa
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In on attenpt to build a socicty in which both mon
and women arc cqual, Tanzania cnactod of law of Moxrpioge
Aot in 1971le Among other itoms the Law rccognizes soparas~
to owncrship of proporty betweon spouéos, and rooffirms &
the right of a wifc to be maintained by the husbond during
the marriagcs (Sce 58; 60-763)036 Also the lew rcoognizos
Tight of wives to sceurc o sharc of meitrimoniol asscts
obtained throught joint cfforts! (Scc 114 — 124),37 In
this rospoct courts arc cmpoworcd to initiatc the salc of
a.n& Jassots and ordor the division of the proccods of such

salos to the couplosa

Howovor the term 'joing offorts! has brought diffi-
culties in the practicability of the lawe In coses where
o wife did not contribute actual cash, bubt contributed
labour in the form of rumming the household, husband bu-
siness, or growing cash crops, some 1agrers have been consi-
dering such services os wifely duties which hove no mone-—
tary value according to theme In this respect the meaning
of joint effort is weloted to activities outside the houm

seholdd 38

In the employment sector women have been gronted
equal rights and opporbunities like their counterparts the
mens Houses, and othe:; fringe benefits are gi\%en to all
employees regordless their difference in sexo39 Also the
parastatal service regulations are very mich explicit
interns of granting the women-84 days leave with pay in a

three years cycles (Parastatal services regulations 1984 eode
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sub section Del(e))e Also Tanzania adapted educational
policies which were aimed at increasing o aucber of femoles
errolling in various cducoational lovels, 411 these neasures
have been pelliative in the sense that, progressive women
policics have been introduced while the social ccononic
conditions, ond cultural valucs of the socicty have not yet
beon roevolutionizedes For instance it hos hecn very diffie
cult to proctice the prosressive Loaw of Marriazs Act beoeouse
is .
it/étill co—cxigting with contradictory custonory low which %

A . o)
noscd on cultbtural values and roligious bollofSa4
To affixn this asscrtation, Nyorcrce noted that,

"Ton yoars aftcr the Arusha Doclaration,
Tanzonia is neither a sociclist nor self
volionte 4l

By this ho neant that all types of social ingualitics

still eoxist,

In order to denonstroate this, struggles of wonen in
for

Tenzonic, demanding/thoir riszhts have boen cxporioncod here
and thorce Mor coxample in 1975 the wonen of Mbagala coshéw—
nut factory in Dor es Salaaon were strusgling ogoinst the

o pss - o 12 o .
unjust firinz of wonen from the factory. hey were fired
fron the factory in the process of nechonization bocause
they had inadequoate cducation. In their struggle thoyr

cenanded to wetain their jobs or reccive sov ronce poy

accorcding to the noriod they had * serveds

Trhews have also been cascs of wonen jrotesting against

the potriarchol narriage by requesting divorces or rofusing
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to marry. In such cases wonion give rcosons that it is voery
cxpensive to hecone oncs wife becousc this ncons one is now

2 sub-scrvicnt of her husband and hor inlowss

Within the same linco USSR still oxpericnce soxuol
incquelity althoush socialist rovolution was achicved in
19177.

A4

Lecording to Mlyn, " o sovict wonan has one foot in
industry and one foot at home, In this way sho can not
ensoe fully with hor profession Docousce of donestic obli-
gations Flyn adds thot wonen in USSR still have no much
decision naking powers in their houscholdss and theore aze
sonc of then who con not oven deeide on how to use the noney
they have carned thomsolves,45

]

In concluding wo con arguc thot clthoush scexual in—
equality wos prevalent from pre—colonial poclcties and still
prevails todoyy it diffored from socicty to socictys 4s in
sone socictics not only women hod sone aubthority ond power
over some 2on ond vorien, but also the division of tasks and
rcspongibilitics wore not universal, in thot it was arranged
difforently fron socicty to socicty in oxdor to £it tho
enviromicnt of & given socictye In this casc we argue thot
sociol ccononic conditions plus other foctors including
cultural volucs of 3 socicty contribwute and perpétuato.soxual

incquality and division of labours



1o

26

3o

Se

Te

3
Ou

10,

1l.

126

51

FOOT WOTES

Melissa, LeDe (1978), "Two contents of solidarity
anon Pestoralist Heosaiy, in Coplon, P
and Bujra, JeolMe Homen United, Wonen
Divided, Cross Cultu»al Perspective on
Penale Solifarity, Groat Britaing To—
vistook e 213e : '

il

Owori, M.0s (1982) "The Hegenonic Function of Idcology
in Law in Post Colonial Statc: Tonzania
with Particular Reforonce to Fonily Low',
PheDd Thosgis, Dax cosg Salaon University
Dile 223 = 2266

Ihid
Deily Wews 11lth March 1988

Dupirc, . (1963), "Woncn in a Pastoral Socicty” in
Poulnc, De (od), Wonon of Tropical
Lfrica, Londons Routledge and Kogon
Poaul Do T6e

#iclisst, LeDe opecit pg, 213

Fortnann, Le (1979) "Wonen and ..zricultural Develop—
nent" in King S¢K., Mabele, ReDe ond
Schultheis, HeJe (ods) Parcrs on the
Political Toonony of Tanzmonio, Nairobi,
LonGon, Luscka, Ibodon: Hoeinonann
Sdueational Books Litd. e 282,

Ibia

Toosisi yo Tlinu yo ¥otu Wozdine (1984) Zijuc Hald zo
Wonawoke Tenzania, Dar es Saloan, pis2

Thid

Madison, B, (1983) Sukumalonds LAn ifrican People
ané their country, Londony FMew York,
Torontos Oxford Univorsity Pross psedH2

Alberty Bele (1963), "Wonon in Rundi Socioty, Wonon
at hone, Fenininc olese How con
bocome influontiel in Patricrchol _
socicty," in Pauluo, Da opecit pge 2CL



1.

164
17e

184

19

20«

2le

224

Haralombos, Me (1981), Scciolory Thomos ond
Porspecstives Groot Britoins
The Chouser Pross, Die 3The
Horce Horalanbos refers to
Oakleys argunent thot physical
difforences botween non and
wonen have little or no
influonce on wenen's roleSe

nd Marion; Pe (1982), Honon
Powor and Politics, Londons
Tavistock pos 30e

e}
ot
&
Q
[6)
e
<3
“
e
fo
(Y
©

Slater, De (1977), "Colonialisn =nd Spotial
Structurce of Underdevelopnent:
Outlines of an Alternativo
Lpproach, With Special Reference
to Tonzanialy in JAbu-Lughod,
J. ond Hay, Re (eds) Thiwd
Horld Urbonization
Chicagos Meooroufar Piress De
165 —~ 167,

Sandbrooks Re (1982), Ti > Politics of Basic
Needs, Urban Aspects of lLsga~
ulting Poverty in Africo,
Londone Heinenoamm pre 183e

Gutkind, Ps (1969), in Mecadow, P, ond
Mizuchy Te Urbonisn, Urbanizo-~
tion and Changes Conperative
Porspectives Californias
Addison Wesley Fublishing
Conpany pGe 215

Peil, Me ond Sada, PeQs (1984), Afaican
Society Toronto: John Wiley
and Sons, Die 1726

Jaspny (1982), Basic Needs in Dagger, ILO
Reporty Jddis Ababas.- United
Prihtors pre 141s

Molooliley DeWle Opecite

Kovolskys Nele (1975), Homen Todoy, USSR
Frogress.- Fublishers, DZe 223




25
26,
2Te
28,
29

30e

31l.
324

33e

36,

37
384
39,
404

41e

424

-

53

Modiseny Be oDecite D3e 16

Ibid

Kovelsky, Meie oOpecit

Ihid

Ihid

Mernissi, Fo (1975) Beyond the Veil, Male—
Tcnale Dynanics in Muslin

Society, Great Dritains
Billing and Song Lbde pge 110

Thid
Staocey, Me and Marion, Ps opecit pgs 37
Bott, Ee (1964), Fonily aond Social Notwork,

Londons Tavistock pge 111 -
112

Kolvasky, Nele ODeCite De 2236

Nyercrcy JeKe (1967), Azinio la Arusha na
Siasa yo TANU Juu yo Ujonaa
no Kujitescnens Dar es Salaams
Tdara ya Haobaris pGs e

Rwezoura, Bele (1982), Social Legal Changes
in Kuria Fomily Relations,
PheDe Thesis Warwicks Univer—
sitys Dpe 185 — 2024

Ibhid

Ihid

SCOT0 Directive Noae 44 of 10 June 1981

Rwezaura, Bele (1981), Sherio ya Ndoa yo
Tanzonia, Dar es Salaans

Teasisi yo Uchunguzi wa
Kiswahili pge T

Nyererey, JeKe (1977), Azinio lo Jrusha
Boada ya Miaks Kuni,
Dar es Saloans: Mpiga Chapa
wa Serikali pge le

Daily Newsy 23rd October 1375



54

43,  Mascorenhos, Se0e and Mbilinyi, Me (1983),
Yonen in Tangonio, An inaly—
tical Bibliogrophy Gwodens
Motals Grafiska Motala, Dge 23

4lie Ficld, Ge ond Flymn, K.Ie (19 ) "Soviet
Woman Today" in Boxdwick, Jelle
Roadings on the Psycholosical
of wonen, Wew York, Iivonston,
Son Pransisco: Horpser and
Row Publishers pge 218»




55
CHAPTER IIT
HOUSEHOLD DIVISION OF LABOUR AND ROLES IN SINZA

PART I3
THE HOUSEHOLDS

Do discern the social division of labour in the houses
holds, indebth studies of 29 households in 3inza area were
made, The data obbained is not cia‘imed to be representative
oi’. the whole citys. However what we have is a picture of ho~
useholds in a part of Dar es Salaam and some of the processes

members in those households are involved.

The Sinza area accommodates people from various parts
.of Tanzanie with different cultural and ethinic practices,
'bu't who have also adapted -themselves to city ﬁay of life in
one way or ‘ano‘l.:her. The researched households includg the
above peodple, bul with concentration on heads who are emp-—
loyed in the formal sector and a few self employeds ‘The |
main inter.est is ‘o diseern the division of tasks and resfpo-_; :
nsibilities, power relations, autharity and decision maldng-
roles in matiers relating to household finances, assets,
childrens! education and dependantss An attempt is made to

discuss some of the factors which have shaped thogo relations,

What is descmibéd below is an illustration of some of
the social processes in the households in this areae As such
this research is found to be useful interms of laying grounds
for further researches in other parts of Dar es Salaam and
other area of Urban Tanzania, in order to contribute towards
increasing our knowledge on the changing social relations
within households in Urban Tenzania. Nemes ave just used
for the purpose of this dissertations They are by no neans

A
Teal nanes of the chaa.;\oters.
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The hous;hold.s were interviewed and observed for a
period of sﬁ months consecutively and later on for a period
of twelve months on an oﬁ and off basise The 29 households
which are summerised in table 2 are numbered from 1 to 29
for easy reference. Out of them 5 are discussed (part I of
chapter III)}?letail in order to illustrate the bhouseholds
and 4 are used to explain events (part II or chapter III)
which occured. during the reseamcil which illustrate socizal
rolations of the householdses The households are quite “'tra;-.-
ditional™ in their pattern with sirong emphasis on division
of labour acoording to sex and age for both parents and
childrens

Household sizes vary from 5 members (households) 6 to
8 members (7 households), 8 to 10 members (10 households)
and 10 to 13 members (7 household )« Membership includes
two parents, children and in dther cases relatives and
servants with heads of houscholds being maies with roles of
" father and husband, ‘Below is a table showing households by

size (in muber).

Number of Below

Members in a 5 6 «8) 8-10} Over 10| Total
household

Households 5 T 10 7 29

Table Is Household sizes in number
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All households are big with members ranging from
6-13, irrespective of education status, ocoupation and
ethinic background except 5 householdse These are small
with 5 members or below mainly because the couples are

s8till new and married within the period of 5 yearse

Among the 29 households there are 4 in which deci-
sion making in household utilities, ownership of assets
and welfare of the members of household is shared between
the husbands and the wives.  One househoid has its decisi-
ons on above matters made by the wife only, and other 24
households have their decisions on household ubtilities,
ownership of assets, and welfare of the members of house-
holds made by the husbands alones As for the performanco
of household tasks, there are those households in which
tasks are shared between the couples (6 households), those
in which tasks are shared between wifc and female children
(19 households) and those in which tasks are performed by
the wife, children and relatives regardless of sex (6

households)e

Occupation wise the men include four busincssmens
Among themtwo are prominent timber deale: s / an::aother two
are engaged with road haulage and transportation business.
One of the four businessmen deals with both timber and tra~-

nsportation businesse Others ares Sales man ( l), Primary
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Musician (1), Train driver (1), &rmy Officers (3) and Per-

sonmel Officer (1)e

- VWomen occupations include the following: Nursery school
teacher (1), Personal Secretary/Typist (4), Personnel Manager
(1), Primary school teacher (4), Persomnel Officer (1), Wel-
fare Officer (1), Assistant Nursing Officer/Nurse (3), Ooffice
attendanta{2) Storekeeper (1) and recorder (1)e Of the 29
women 19 are engaged in the formal employment six are house-
wives engaged with petty economic activities and four are

fulltime house wivese

Heads of households who hold managerial posts and
receive high pay are seven.2 Two of them have their decisions
on houschold finances shared between themselves and their
wives, while five of them have 'i;heif decisions made by them-
selvess The eleven households in which heads hold middle
position posts and receive middle pa,y3 s eight of them have
their decisions on household finances, wifes occupation,
household welfarey; household building, and in other cases all
matters made by the husbands. Two households have their
decisions shared on the above matters between themselves and
their wives, while one household has decisions on family
income made by the wife onlys Those who have low4 paid jobs

are three and have their decisions on all matters made by .

their husbands,
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There are two households with heads being a Leutonant
and a captaine These have their decisions on whether to
raise wife's daughter and all matters respectively made by
the husbandss There is also one police officer who has deci-
sions over wife's occupation made by himselfe This is mainly
due to the nature of their jobs which trains them to dominate

in fecision making by commandings

The four business men have decisions made by the hus~
‘55.;1ds in financial maetters (2 business men), all matters (1
businessman), household income and whether to stay with de~
pendants (1 business man)s The musician household has deci~
sions on financial matters made by the husband himselfs The
_above suggests that level of decision making on household
finance depends on who dominates in household productions
If the wife produces more thon the husband and sustains the
.h"cliﬁsiehold income her decisions on how to spend the income

basomes dominant and vise versae

Among the 29 householdsy, only two (house hold 17 and
household 19) have joint accounts, Twenty households keep
thoir accounts separately and the remaining seven households
have no bank accountse Those who have joint accounts are
oharacterised by a shared decision making between the husband
a.nd the wife. The couples who shared bank accounts one of
%zl;em have the husband whose position is a personnsl officer

and the wife is a nurses In another couple the housband is

@ college principal and the wife is a fulltime house wifes
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Both husbands are graduates, while in the first case the wife
is a form four leaver and a certificate holdery and in ‘the
other case the wife is also a graduatee Types of occupation
also shape.the division of roles and responsibilities in
householdse In households which wives are nurses, some of
the tasks such as child rearing, are shared between the
coupless This is hecause during night shifts the children
are left with their fathers who have to {ake care of them,
or supervise any other person who has been assigned with the
jobe However two of the nurse households have decision ma—
king powers in all matters vested in the busbands, while .
only one ha#s decisions in all mafiers shared between the

hushand and the wifes

In their formal education the msle range from holders
of degrees/diplomas (7), form siz or form four with certifi-
cate courses (15), and less than form four with other courses
(7)s On the other hand the female range from degrees and
diplomas holders (3), form six and four with certificate

courses (9), less than form four with other courses (17).

Out of seven households whose heads are diplomas and
degrees holders, three share their decisions on all matters
with their wives, while four of them meke decisions in all
matterse Of the 15 form four and certificate holders one
household have its decisions on household finances made by
the wifes In one household decisions on income expenditure
is made seperately betwsen the wife and the husband, and in

other 13 households decisions on financial matters, wifes
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occupation, whether to take care of dependants and house
building is done by hushbandse Those whose education is below
form four (7 households) have their decisions on financial
matters (1), wife!s occupation (1), all matters (3) building

a house (1) and right of inheritance made by the husbandse

Women professionals and women gréduates share their
deoision making in household finances and expenditures with
their husbandse 'I‘his is mainly hecause they have been ex~
posed to various cultural practices and because they contri-
bute to the househol¢ incomes There were however tensions
among those women who are professionals and have formal edu—
oation (household 20, 21 and 23), but could not share deci-
sion making on house building, wife's occupation and 'taking
care of wife's daughter respectivelyes Such tensions resul‘bed‘
into quarrels and marriage instabilities as the women were
demanding to own assets like buildings, decide on their occu-
pations and up keep of their dependants, while the men were

against their demandse

There is one traditional religion household in which
decisions in all matters are dono by the husband, 21 christian
household, of which 10 are Roman Catholics, 8 Iutherans and
3 Anglicans, one Anglican household and 3 Roman Catholic
households shere their decisions in household finances,
household welfares, and other matters, while onec Lutheran
household have its decisions on household utilities made

Yy the wifoe.
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All 7 Muslim households have their decisions on fina~
ncial household welfare and acquisition of new assets made
by the husbandss The above presuposses that although religion
may play a great role in shaping the pattern of division of
roley, other factors especially occupation are equally impor-

tanty (household 13),

Households which are charaoterised by unshared role
pattern (household 13, 8 and 11) are also characterised by
unshared leisure activitiese In this respect, the husbands’
would go out for drink, watch foot ball matches, or visit
their friends, Whil_e wives would stay at home or visit their
fricnds at their own time. Houscholds which are characterised
by shared role pattern (household 17 and 19) are also charac—
terised by shared pattern of spending leisuretime. Forexample
couples would both go to visit their relatives or go to other

leisure activities together,

Among the 29 households, (see table 2) there are the
Ha, Bemba, Hehe, Chagga, Ngoni, Zaramo, Haya, Lingala, Sukuma,
Kikuyu, Nyekyusa, Kerewe, Zigua, Matengo, Makonde and Nyasas
In the above households, sexual division of labour and roles
is prevalent irrespective of ethinic hackgroundes However
othinic background is very important interms of transmitting
cultural values from one generation to another through soci-
alization process. For example the Sukuma (houschold 11)'
Kerewe (household 19) and Nyakyusa (household 29) knelt

down whenever they greated elders especially tho mene
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In this respect we contend that division of labour and
roles in the houscholds have becn maintained and is likely
to continue, given kind of socialization of the children of
the inte:mfiewed. householdse This kind of socialization has
influenced the children to prefer subjects and ém’bitions
which are thought to be appropriate to a given sex as found

during the interviews,

Tasks performed by girls axe of the same nature as
those done by their motherse Such tasks are sweeping, wa~
shing, looking after the young ones and shopings At the same
time boys perform tasks of the same nature as those perfarmed
by their fathers. 3Boys help with female related tasks only
when it hapi)ens in the houscholds therc are no females around.
In such cases boys prefer to sweep the ground, lay the table
and do the shoppinge (houschold 4, houschold 8, 14 and hou-

schold 24).

There are different taboos relating to duty allocation
according to sexs. Forexample a Kevewe woman of houschold 19
argued that, a Kerewe girl is obliged to kneel dowh wheneoves
greeting the men and other eldors, or else she will never
get a fiancee This is also true of the Ngoni in houschold 5,
and the Sukuma in household 1l, In houschold 5 it was also
revealed that whenever women are performing household tasks
like pounding or sorting vegetables, it is forbidden to do
guch tasks infront of the main building. All such tasks are

perfomed in the backyards

i
TN
Y%.‘\'.,\l
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According to Nyakyusa customs, as told in household 13,
a man is not allowed to perform female related tasks, other—
wise he will be despised by women. This is the same with
Jaluos in household 1l4e On the other hand the Ngoni in ho-
usehold 17 and household 5 stress that it is the dutby of a
good woman to offer good services to his husband and her
inlawse Such services include cooking for them, serving
them with good food and preparing bhathing water for theme
They give an example timat, whenever gerving the husband with
a chicken, one should meke sure that he supposcdly best
meat that is thighs and gizzard, is scrved to hime Women
and female children eat other portions of chicken, which

are regarded to be inferior.

The Sukuma in household 1l1.stress that married women
are not allowed to go back to their families of orientation
except when they have to atbtend important ceremonies such
as funeralsy, and weddingse This is tho same with the Chagga'
in household 4 and 9 who add that a married woman who has
delivered a child should not go back to her family of orie-
ntations Bhe is to be looked after by her mother inlaw.
Muslim women of houschold 2 and 1 always cover themselves
with black covering (buibui) leaving only the face whenever

they go ocute

Answers given to the question, what would happen if
one breaks such taboos, were different but all the given

answers reflected the following:

1, Those who break taboos are despised by womene L
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2s Those who break such taboos would be regarded

lazye

3¢ Those who hreak the taboos will never get marriage .

partinerse

4e Those who break taboos would loose control over

their wives,

These taboos reflect how they can be of much influcnce in
maintaining some patterns of division of labour in the hou~
schold8e When opion was sought about preferénce of subjects
for girls and boys, parents and daughters thought that,
domestic sciencey secretarial; and nmursing courses are good
for female children, (Households 2, 3, 5, 6, 8y 9, 10, 12,
o

22, 25 and 28) while the following subjects are thought / be

proper for male childrens technical subjects, medicines and
armye
After giving & general picture of the households, we.

now turn to the case studies which are analysed in detail -in

part T of chapter IIl,.
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P.ARTI e

TR QR0 HOUSHEOTD

Among the resea.eched household is wha.‘b we have called.
'thé Orega housecholde The household cons1sts of 10 memberSo

The husoand Mr

ega, tho hea.d of 'the household is 55 yea.rs

olde He is.m ;,Ch:h‘isti;n and. holds a BoA, degree in eoonomlcs, .

Mrc Orega i8 & :E" ~.mer emoloyeb o:f‘ 'the de:f‘unct s’c Afr:.can

'Rc,llways Corporation, 'I.‘a.nzama Reglon where he worked as an

Operatlons Officer for 'th:cee yea:rs. In 1970 he quit hls
S‘ba.rted his own busz.ness. e is a Kikuyu and

his first m. :e Who passed oway in 1983 was also a Kz.lm,y'u..

She usually stayed in lTZLlI'ODlo

1

'I‘Welm.ke the second wife of Mre Orege 1s 30 yeo.:r.'s -*Old.o
She is 2 Luthoran and LIyalqusa by tribee. She had comple‘bed
her n:l.z:xc'.tsx:n,nb course in 1976 and WOI'kOd at Mnazi mmoja dlSpe-
nsary 1n Dar es Salaam.. Since her ma.rr;.age to Orega sho »
has become & fulltime housewife. She engdges in petty tra,-

ding such as selling ice orecamss

‘I‘he Orega's wedding was traditionally cdnﬁac%eé. 1n-
order %5 logitinatize their child after the bride priée 55
_ten cows was pald to Twelm.ke's paa.-ents. Legltlma’s:.zlnzr the
‘ _ch:le ras an 1mpor'ba.n1: i‘a.otm acoordlng to Nyulqyuqa cvs’tbms,
) as it is ‘-lthought that illegitimate children Would',‘bring sor'b: '-
‘of mlsfortuncs to thoir pa.rents .5 Through the mc:r“la.ge, .
agsigned

‘I‘welw:.ke had been / the new :c'ole of a good wife r..nd

mojt_he;: of clllldren, This _va,s expllcltlly dramatized by .
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Twolwike s poternal aunts who had instructed Twelwike in
Edoordance to Nyakyusa customs. Twelwike was also reminded
that o mole of a good ohristian wife is to bo obediocnt to
hor husbande® This had affoctod her behaviour in their hoe
‘usehold in porforming household tasks effectively. She is
thus obedient to hor husbend. Also being a good wife Twel-
wike s 5‘56;7:3 the decisions made by hoer husba.nd.7 Twelwike
hes mointeined Nyakyusa cultural beliefs although she is in
‘the city beceuse she still has comnections with her pecple
in Mbeye who fregquently visit her and she olso visits thame
Also in the city her fovourite friend is a fellow Nyakyusae
Being a housewife she has no much interactions with other

peo“'ple as it would have been if sho was omployed..8

Mr. Orcge and Twelwike have two boys aged 9 and 7 and
one girl azed 4. The two boys are in standerd two cnd sta—
ndoxrd one respectivelye The Oregas live with relatives,
three of them are mcles aged 16, 16 and 14 The first two
erc twins of Oi'eg'a's youngest sister, and the 14 yocars boy
" is o son of Orega.'s brother, They all attend privato seco~
hdary schoole and Mr, Orege is responsible for their school
fecs and school uniforms. The two girls are, Twelwike you-
nger sister who is aged 16 years sho attends typing course
at a nearby Commercial Schoole The other one is a Nyskyusa
housemaid who is 15 years olde She is from ™relwikeo's home
arene Twelwike prefers housemaids from her own homo area
because she believes that thoy are polite and trustworthye.
The housemaid is still new to the city as she has completed

7n1¥ive’ ‘months in Dar os Solaame
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DIVISION OF TASKS AND RESPONSTBILITIES

(i) Qecupation .
The Oregas have their occupations from which they de-

rivo their carningse. Nv. Orega's -occupation is EiéiheSSo

He deals with timber and road haulage business. These busi-
nesses are owned and controlled by Orega himselfs He has
engaged 8 boy .whose duty is to sell and replenish the stock
of timber under Orega'®m supcrvisions lr. Orega's timber
store is adjacent to the timber godown which is approximas
tely 50'x 20! in widthe The godown is full of all sort of
“timbor' like "mvule, "mkensazi', "mningal, plywood, soft
" wood and cymrus. Aftor day's sales the boy counts all the
noney and hands over the proceedings to Mr, Oregas Whenever
Mr, Orega is not around the boy banks tho moneys The timber
business was started in 1979 by Mre. Orega two yeawrs after
they were marrieds. Capital for the business was obtained
from Orogas road haulesgeo industry. Twelwikce has no share

in the business and she doos not know what income is genera~

ted from the business,

Mres Oroge also deals in goods haulage. He owns two
heavy duty trucksy; two trailers and three pickupz. Thesec are
used commercially., He has also one saloon car which is used
for non commercial activities with the trucks and pickups he
: transports commodities like soap, cooking oil, 'khangas',
'vitenge'y and other consumer items to Mwanza, Dodoma and
Shinyanga. On his way back to Dar es Salocam he transports

sugar, Nile perch fish and cotton sceds cakes. He also
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transports maize and beons to Kenya and brings from Kenya ‘
items like toilet soaps, perfumes, tkhangas' and drossos ‘Eo
whole sales traders, Tis brothers who live 1n Kenyn prcm.de
him with business contacts in Kenyae What is. :e.a':cr'led fron
his busincsses is owned and coﬁfrolled by himself, _T_his ig
mainly because Mre Orega is Vthe main producer and thﬁs he

is the controller of what ho has produced. He is a decision
maker on how to run the business, and what shouié. be spenf

from the ecarnings.

Type of occupation has very much eontribﬁted %0 the
sha.piné of the pattern of division of roles in this housc-
hold. Twelwike who was once a nufse had to drop hox p'rofef-
ssion to enable her cope with housechold tasks, bocause' her
husband who is a business man travels a lote With nursing
profession it would be difficult to work night shifis at
times when the husband is awnye The decision.of quiting her

profession was arrived after the husband urged her to do s0e

Twelwike ocarns shs, 400/ = per day out of her ice creams
salese ©She is the organizer of this trades The initial ca-
pital of Shs. 1,000/= was obtained from Oroga's income, He
is the one who controls the income generated from the ice
cream sales, as he inspocts the accounts and like to lmow
how thc money is spents In cases when his busineés do'not
go well, Mre. Orego approprintes the moncy generatef i’:t'om.
ice creoam sales for his own use. Twelwike ha.s no docision
on whothex- to stari; & new business or nots A good example

happened in Merch 1987, whon Atu (vaeIWike's‘friond) adviscd
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Twelwike to engage in pouliry keeping business. A% this time
Mpo, Orcga was away. Twolwike could not decide on his owme
She had to wait for her hushand who advised her that the area
wae not conducive for poultry keoping. However Mr, Oroge did
not give any reason why. This is mainly attributed to the
big difference in age betwoen Twelwike and her husband, Twel—
wiko ie 25 years younger thon her husbande Also at the time
of morriage Twelwike's husband was quite cstablishod in terms

of woalthe.

(ii) Houschold Finanoes

Houeehold incomo udget is furnished by Orega himself,
Ho provides Shse 8,000/= to Shs. 10,000/= per month for hou-
sckooping purposes. Me. Orega has a bank account, hn is the
ono who kecps Tocords of his finances, and his wifc docs not
know whet is the ballancc in the Orega's bank account.
Twelwike however has to account for the monoy used for hou~

sekeeping at the cnd of cach month.

Twelwike's earnings from ice cream salcs are uscd to
supplement the amount she is given for housekeeping. She
uscs the ige cream money to purchase loaves of broad for

from

breakfast, salt, matchboxes, onions and to matoes /  the

noarast stall,.

(i1i) Owmership and Control of Assots

The Orcga's live in a singlc storey housc which is
self containcd with throo bedrooms. Masters bhedroom is

self contained., The housc is surrounded by - fonce and it



has o gatee It is built on & high density plot which Mra
Orega bought from Mr. Mwaihojo his brother inlaw. who was
allocated the plot but failed to orect o house bocause ho
lacked funds. The housc is the property of Mr, Orcga, as
he built it himself with incomo gonerated from timber busi-

ness.

A1l assets such as furniture, fan and cers are owned
and contxolled by Orogo }}imself., Heo is the once who ig res—
ponsible with purchasing the assets and does somc repoirs
whenever they become out of ordors Mre. Orega is responsible
with puicha.sing d.fesses for all members of tho houschold,
except during religious fostivals when Mre Orcga givos
Twolwike some monsy to purchase dresses and gifts for the
households Twelwike is not supposcd to give any item to a |

tho
relative of either side Withou't/ consont of heor hushand.

(iv) Division of Tasks in the Houschold

In this housechold therc is a rigid division of tasks
between fomalco's and malo's coupled with unshered loisurc
timc aciivities betwoen the couploss The husband acts as
the oontroller of tho tasks, o quostions his wifc whonover
any thing goes wrong, whilc the wifo docs all her best to
mako suve thot she plcascs her husbands The wifo igs the
managor of tho household tasks, She superviscs all those
who assist in porforming the tasks, he wifo is vory obeo-—
dicnt to her husband; sho believes in christianity tcachings
that every husband is n head of the houschold and wives

should obey their hu.s1aa~11c1r—7,.,9 After tho death of Orsgals
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fivet wifo Twelwike was froguently asking his husband to for—-
malise thoir marriage in o christisn waye . The husband was
however hesitating beoause of the naturc 6f his :oceupafibm
Ho thirks he should have another wifec who will bo based in
Nairobi,y to take carc of hies businesses in Nairobi. As such
he plans to marry ahother wife in Naijirobi to roplace his

fivst W‘ifeolo

In the Orega's household, Twelwikc's task is cssentially
t6 hondle all household tagks and is rosponsible for the care
of thc houschold members. The main components of Twelwike'!s
work include all types of hdusework, such as washing, monding
clothes,. fotching water cleaning the house and maize millinge
Twelwike is responsible for cooking for the members of the
houschold and also to take care of tho children and the sick
members of the household.s Twelwike has twice been hospitali~
zed with her sons while her husband was away and twiec while
her husband was at homeos Somotimes Twelwike may get help
for doing the houschold tosks from her female relatives,
espocially at the times when she is sick or when she delivers

a baby.

In oxder to copc with her houschold tasks Twelwike
wokos up at 5,30 aemes and gocs to bed at 11,00 pems after she
has made arrangements for the next days joby that is preparing
and packing the ice crcams. Mwre Orega on the otherhand wakos
up at 6430 a.ms and goes to bod at 12,00 midnighte Mo is not
imvolved in any single houschold tasksy he is only concerned

with producing enough for houschold consumptions
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The female” chilli'd.ft;on 1n the Orega houschold are very
helpful o TWélT;fike. These are Mr, Orega's younger sister
and the housemaid; hs Mrs, Orega's deughter is still a babye
The girls help with tasks including fetching water, preparing
children food, maizec millings; gardening packmg and éelling
the ice crcamse The sons and the other boy's responsibili- )
ties 1nclude proou:rcment of fuel for the household and other

utllltles, keeplng the yard and the surroundings cloane

(v) Loisurc Time

The pattorn of spending leism:‘éAtimo 3.8 tho game as
that of pcrformlng Household ta.sks, in the Orogasall During
his freo t:.mes Mr.l Orogs S‘ba‘ys in the veranda with his oo -
busincssmen and friends =~ lhe never mi:x:eg with hie wife and
her. friondé; Mrs Oroga si‘l'fs in the ba.ok;;.' St T Pamate
f.rlends and childrene This a.ttlmde is also seon during
mea.l tlmes whero Mrs Orega and male children take their me-
als on the dmn:.n{, table and Twelv'.fikQ and her d.augh'i;er with

the female children sit on the mat at the backyaxrd.

During her ”leisw:e times Twelwike visits her female
friends and relativess She frequently visits her favourite
friend Atuy, a fellow Nyakyusa woman who stay in O~sterbays
Twelwike has a brother who stays at Xijitonyama. She fre-
guently pays visits to him 711?&)'@ Orega on the othor hand

spends his leisure times by going out for his beer with his

wionds and co-business men,
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(vi) Chlldron Educatlon

Declsmns regarding ch:.ld:cen cducation are made by
_Orega. Ho is the onc who docides on what lc.nd of school for
.tho child.fon to attend, Ho is the one whb decides on whethor
or not to live with dopendants and whether o provido fog
thcir edvca‘tion or note In addition Mr. Orega decides whe-
ther his W:Lf‘c can attond. rclatives wodding or mnera,l and

what contributions to e made in such occas:i.onsal2

The O't"eo;a. household potrays a purely iiﬁ:sha'red. role
Putthn in which the husband. has his own role.; and the mfe
heps Also thc ialo chlldrcn havo thcir own doflned uause-
Iioid ‘bg:‘*"*rx vhilc {;hc Forials 6hildreh havo tho:.rsa Thc;re is
somo relationships botween the above pattern of d:nv:xs:.on of
labour and factors such as occupafion, religious beliofs,
gu_ltu:ral practices and independence in production which shape
tho pattern of division of labour in the Orcga householde

N\



90

.THE NDIMBO HOUSEHOLD

-With the Ndimbo household I spent the longest time for
“interviews compared to other householdse _} started the inte-
and, finished inJuly 23rd 1987,
rviews on 2lst March 1987/ This was mainly due o two rea-

“-gsonse Only Dorica the wife and the children were interested

“with the interviews, However Dorica was to busy throughout

: shé could afford to spare only five to ten himtes during

" ‘each vigits Also because the husband Mre Ndimbo was not

" yery much interested with the interviews he answered only &
few questionse. As such we had to depend mainly from Dorica's

interviews and observations to get rich datae

The Ndimbo household consists of ten members. The
" “husband Mr, Ndimbo is the dejure head of the household with
formal education. He also attended air craft itechnician
course in Britain, Fe is employed as an aireraft bechnician
with one of the Airlines at Dar es Salaam, He is a Christiap
and Ngoni by tril;oeh He likes to diesb in ;%e‘ans and tes shivts
and weavs long hair which is well carede

- Dorica the wife is 38 years old a Christian and also
a Ngonie .She completed.standard eight education in 1965 at
Peramiho girls school. Bhe then underwent teachers course
in 1966 to 1968 and was employed as & primexry school teacher
in 1960 the occupation she has held to datees Their marriage

was contracted in 1970 ot Peramiho Roman Catholic Clhurche

‘The Ndimbos have dsughters who are aged 17, 15, 12 and

8. yecars respectivelys The first born completed standard
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E ‘seven in 1983;9 'she was not selected to Jjoin_ secondary séﬁéol.
" Dorica sent her to Domesti¢ Sciences School for two years at
Peramiho. The second girl ébémpleted standard seven in 1986,
Dorica has not ye"f decié.odl what to do with her. Tho third
girl is in staﬁda.rd oneG, 'f‘he remaining three are bhoys aged
six years, four years .emd two yearse They are not attending
school as they are still under age. There is also 2 house
maid who lives with them. She is aged 18; her place of ori-
gin is Iringd, Dorica got her through a firiend who lives in

Iringas

DIVISION .OF: TASKS AND RESPONSIBTLITIES

(i) Occupation

Mr. Ndimbo does not engage in other ecconomic aectivities
apart from his formal employment. He was firstly employed
as an Aireraft technician trainee in 1962 with the defunct
Bent African Airways. After completing an Aircraft tochni-
cian course in 1968 ho continued to work with the same com—
pany wntil when it was dissolvod, He joined Air Tanmania with
the same post in 1977 whore he is working to date, Mj_c. Ndimbo
uses his money earned from his occupation for beex drlnk:l.ng

13

and other leisurc detivitiesi

Doricfa,!sﬁ main occupation is teaching primaf;gr school:
children, She also does part-time private teac}i'ing. (tuition)
at. o feo of Shs, 100/= per month per chiici, Sho hes an
avera;gc of 30 chilaiéﬁ attending her tuition classes on

daily basis exclu@ing-satvrdays and sundays., She engages
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horself in other income generating activities which are me-
ntioned below in order to maintain the household efféctively,
ag his husband does not con‘brlbute to tb.e upkeep of the hou~

sehold. U

From her tulbion classos Dorlca. ‘earns an average
of Shsge 3,000_ por month, this is on top -of her monthly salary
of Shs. 2,500/ =, Her other economic activity is operating
a ‘bee:ésﬁore whlch she started in 1984. She operates the stare
from 7,00 pemi to 12,00 midnight everydaye From 1984 to 1987,

Dorica's working day which is 18 hours could be sumarised as

followsse -

~ At 6600 a.ms she wekes up, makes beds, swoeps her
bedroom, prepares breakfst, puts things in order,
instructs the housemaid and elder children what to

do for the day.
- At Te¢00 she takes breakfast

~ At T¢30 she is on hox way to Mashujaa primary

School,.

= At 8,00 to 2.00 psme she conducts her lessons at

fﬂa.éhujaa primary schools
- At, %;3(5 Della shic iz oh her wdy back fo her ﬁomé
- A% 3,00 pems sho tokes hor lunch
= At 3620 peme she takes her bath

~ At 4400 to 6600 peims she does part time tuition

classes, excludingvSa.'hmdays and Sundays.

~ At 6430 Dolle she is back home from her fuition
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—~ At Te00 peme -t0 12,00 mid night she opens her heer
15

gtores

Other Dorica's coonomic activity involves doing part
time job at Kurasini Mission, The job starts at 2.30 peme
and ends a% 6030 Psime Lo 57 piid Shse 3,000/= per month
iﬁclud.ihé other fringe bgériofits such as socond hand oclothes,
cooking oiis, potdered mllka “Pljlga, yellow corn and loans of
up to Shs, 20,006/: at times of noede Tho . job involves re-—
ceiving guests; ﬁi‘epming and allotating rooms for the guests
ahd arronging fotﬁ- thoir travelling: Dorica started this job
in 1987 Docembe:'r af*:,or she had stoped her beer business and
her parttime tuitipn classcss She prefors this job "ecause
sho earns a lot of money and gots fringe benefitss Also

because she can attend her houschold betters

This pattern of divieion of roles is attributed to
historical development of the couplees From the time they
werc married, Mre Ndimbo wos morc attracted with leisure of
the city.. His wife therefore had ta adnpt horself to city
methods ;af' carning sufficient income for houschold upkeeping
and for further developments, The situation becamc worse
when M=, Ndimbo got brain injury in a car accident, ¥When he
recovered he became a more drunkard person, This situation
has made Dorica a dominant producer in the houschold, and
honeo ﬁowerﬁll in deciding on what she producess Dorica is
5 strong belicve: of christianity faithe As such sho would

not like to divorce her husband despite of all the problems
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she encounters. She refors ‘bo chrlstlmity feachmgs 'bha.t,
ma.rr:u.ecl peoplo shcul& nover pa:r.-'b unless death poxts -bhcm.16 'j
Another thing which ties Dorica to her ma‘:rrlage is her chil-
drenes With seven children she thinks ‘it would be i;;xprope::

for her to live without a husbandy (1living a prostitubte 1ife).

(i1) Household Finances

The husband and the wife are each the oontrollew; the

supervisor and the decider on her or his income without inter—

~ ference from the other partye Kach of them keeps his or her

onn account and nobody knows what is the balance of another's
ac;oount. However it is Dorica's dubty to furnish the house-
hold budget and she does this with .income generating activie
ties, ©She spends about Shse ]:0,000/= per mombh for upkeep

of the household onlys

My Ndimbots take home salary per month is Bhss 5,(;500 =

‘Ho uses the money for drinking beer, going to cinemn and dance

mus:f.c. ¥ir, Ndimbo does not contribute even a 'shill:i‘.n@; for pur-
chasing salte All -the noney whs.ch céme in Mr, N&:.moo‘s Way

is used for drinking beer. This attlmde was demdnstrated
when Dorica was going to Litowa to supervise her house, She
could not leave the moncy for houschold utilities with her-
husband, She had to leave all the money with her eldex da.-—
vghtere In this way the attitude of Ndimbo's alcoholism has

influenced Doricas decision making in financial nmatiterse

(1ii) Control and Ownership of Assets

Indopendence from husband's income has mede Darica

become powerful in decisions pertaining to the welfare of
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-tho household such-as sending children for further studies,
ovmership and_ c?n’crol of 850t She is tho ownor of agscte
ineluding ﬁzrm‘bure, fridgo, table fan, kitchon wmtonsils
) a’.h& fwo houses, One of he:r houses is the one in whigh they

-! are now living in. It is o fouwr bod roomed house with two
Tooms on e:\.ther side of n gentral corridor and a yemd which
is su:crounded 1y walls ‘connooting the main and the baokyard
stmctm-e of the bwllding. The backyerd struotures:include
a k:.'ﬂ.onon room, store ioom; bath Toom, “and & rit leteine.
The moin house has a high wroof (mbongo wa 'bembo) and the wx

wulls: a.co pa:.nted with, groen colour on e:c’ternal sicles end
crogn eolou:c on internal sidess Do:c:!.ca bullt 'bh:Ls ‘house

with Tanzania ﬁousin.g Bank l'oan;-oi’ Shs, 80,000/- 4n 1977
She is now being d.éduoted. Shs. T00/= per month fron her

a
s}a::-y to recover the loan.

Dorieca has another house which she is building in ]'__.i'bcwa;g
Tith tho money she earn from her beer business she wili bo
able to complete the houso which she says will cost hor Shea )
250,000/ =, I)o.rica. was able to purchase a new sofa set at a
cost of Shs. 50,000/= after obtaining a loan of Shs. 20,000/=
from hex part time employex, to wiidch she added Shs. 30,000/ =

from hox savings.

(iv) Division of Tasks in tho Iouschold

By the nature of hoe business Dorica has no time to

perform al'.l. her household chores. She does the following

houschold . th;cos., proparing breakfast, making hér edd her
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husband's bed, sweeping their bedroom, washing her clothes
and her husbands and nuréing a sick member of the household,
At times of nursing the sick she has to stop all other busi-
nesgses so that she can care for the sick properly. 4s a
result she looses some of her incomes which she would have
earned from other activities. In order she may not loose

a lot of income at times when she has to core for
the sick, Dorica requests her elder sister of Mikocheni to
come and stay with her. She depends much on her female kins
assistance than on her mele kins on matters relating to ho-
uschold taskse However she does all the supervision her—

self.17

On the other hand Wdimbo does not engage himself in
any household taske Iic wekes up at Te30 acine, btakes his
bath and goes to work if he is not on day shifts If he is
in the afternoon shift he sleeps up 10 F600 aesms In his
free days he goes for his beer or for a walke Although Mr,
Ndimbo does not contribute for the upkeep of the household,
he expocts to be respected as any head of a household. IHo
likes his clothes to be wasched and ironed for hime This
work is usually done by the housemaid and sometimes by hi;
wife if che is at home, IMr, Ndimbo does not get worried
whenever his wife comes late home. His wife can decide to
go wherever and come back at any times This is mainly be-
cause the husband knows that his wife is out sarning some

money for the welfare of the household.
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(v) leisure Time

Mre. Ndimbo enjoys the leisure of the city very much.
According to him he lastly went to his home village in 1983,
He does not like going to his home village because he thinks
life in the village is very boring.l8 Mr, Ndimbo likes his

beer very muche He goes for his beer at the nearest pub
whenever he gets times Also once every month he goes out to
dance musice His favourite band is Marquis-—du-daire. He
likes to-read newspapers especlally the sports column, as

such he is very much awsre of current eventse

Dorica's pattern of leisure is quite opposite to that
of Mr, Ndimboe On her free times Dorice visits hewr friend
and sister who stay at Oysterbay and Mikocheni respectively.
Dorica visits them only et times of problems or during fes-—
tivals. In brief lir, ¥dimbo and Doxica do not sharxe their
leisure time activities., Hach of them has her or his lei-
sure time pattern shaped by the pattern of his or her econo-
nic activities.s The husband is not engaged in econopic ac~
tivities other than his formal employment. He therefore has
“the time to spend his leisure time for leisure activities,
"The wife on the otherhand is very much occupied with other
economic activities. In this way she has no eparetime for

leisure.

The division of labouwr in the Ndimbo'!s household is
very much influenced by city enviromments, The oouples are
adapted to city life but in different aspects., While the

husgband. is adopted to the leisures of the city the wife is



a t{g?(fwito ways of economioal survival of the city. Also
cultural values and reglous beliefs have some significant

influence in the divisién of labour in the Ndimbos householde

TEE NGULACEE HOUSEHOLD

- In this household Mr. Ngulache is the head and is
;Ua.g;ed 52 years, He completed his standard eiéh‘b in 1956, He
‘is a holder of WABE Stage ILI Certificate in Storeclkeecping
which he obtained through part time studies in 1983. Mr,
Ngulache is a Matengo by ftribe and a christian by religioq,
“His wife Delfina is aged 43, she only attended adult educa—

“tion classess

My, Ngulache and Delfina marriage was contracted in
1967 at Changtombe Roman Catholic Church, a year after Iucy
their first born was born, ILucy is now 20 yeexrs old. Other
children include Ngula who is aged 17, Josephat 14, Hanja 11,

and Penuel 9 years olds

Mary and Amna srxe Ngulache's daughters, born by Mwajuma

a woman Ngulache wanted to marry before he met Delfinas MNwam
juma lives in Kipawa while Mary (aged 22)and Anna (aged 21)
stay with their father and step mothere Others are Kilian
| and Eunice_, who are aged 23 and 20 years resPectiveigf. They
are B_Tgula,che's younger brother and younger sister. Ngulay
~Josephat, Permel and Kilian are males while the rest ave
femalese Imcy and Ngula completed standard seven in 1983

and 1986 respectively. Josephat Hanja and Permel were in

standard seveng five and three respectively, Mary and Amna
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completed standerd seven in 1981 and 1982, while Kilien end
Bunice completed standard seven in 1980 and 1983. At the
time of researeh, Kilian and Ngula were at the Dar es Salaam
Teclinical Collegey Kilian in his fourth year and Nzulo in
his Tfiyst year. DBoth pursuing electrical engineering oour—

S€Se

Ngulache has two conoubines whom he acquired in 1975
and 1980, They stay &t Kurasini and Kinondoni respectivelye
NWgulache acquired the fwo conoubines to conform to Matengo
custons of marrying more then one wife.19 According to Ngu—
lache it is normal for a Matengo peasant to marry o new wife
after each coffeo season, aflter the peasant has sold his co-
ffee and obtained cash. This is done for prestige purposes
and for ovtaining labour for the next coffec season. In the
city this situstion is different as for Mr. Ngulache, having

, Jusk 20
the two concubines ishfor prestige purposes,

In brief this ig Mr, Ngulache's household which is
characterised by a husband who has low ocducation and is emp—
loyed in the formal sectow. he household is also charaote—
rised by a wife who has no education and is employed in the

informal sector in owder to earn the household income.

DIVISION OF TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

(i) Occupation
In order to earn his living, Mr, Ngulache is employed

with the Tanzanis Harbours Authority as a senior stores
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officer. He oarns Shs, 4,000/= per month which is not'eno-
ugh for the maintainence of his big households Mr. Ngulache
therefore gave Shs. 2,000/= %o his wife Delfine in 1984 to
start small soale income generating activities. 4s such Del-
fina's main activities include selling doughnuts at fewrrye
On meturning backhome she puvchases fresh fish which she
fries and sells at nizht on the roadside nearby their houses
She also sells soft drinks., Delfina's income generating
activities generates upbto Shs. 4.,000/ = per month. BShe is
the cne who is responsible with plamming and operating her
small scale income generating activities. With the money
earned from these activities it is possible to maintain the
household, However contirol of the above activities is in
the hands of Mr, Ngulache, Delfina cannot engege in any

other business without her husband's consents

A good example happened duvuring the time of researche
Delfina had made some a.zmanéements with Muhinbili Medical
Centre officials so that she and her daughter Imcy could be
employed as ward attendants at the centre. BShe was arrangi-
ng for the appointments without knowing that her husband was
plamming to go back to Mbinga to work there preparing himself

before compulsory retiring age.

he arrvangements for Delfina's and Imcy's appointment
materialized. Nowever M. Mgulache refused them to take the
appointuents as he had decided that all of them execopt Kilian

and Ngula should leave for Mbinga Kilian and Ngula had Yo
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remain in Dar es Salaam so that they can complete +their

techniocal coursess

This situation is & clear picture of how legal
aspects and cultursl values of o society may conflict
cach othere Although in Temzmania all women have legal
rights to work and arc protected by legisla'bions,21
in most cases laws protecting women do not conform to the
values of the society, hence moking their applio@bili“by
difficulte 4 woman might have the right to be employod,
but according to the valuos of society it is not propex
for © woman to live far from hor husbende Dok Rwezaura

) he
strosseh on this point / QOEU0S;

"on tho othor hand some laws endeted to
alleviate the conditions of women backfire
on them becausce legal changes camnot change
socictal valucs ond prejudicen?2,

He -gives wn example of the 1971 Marriage Act scetion I
which he apgucs that it is progressive o8 its oim is to
alloviote inequality betweon men and womone Howovor ‘tho
Act is subjoct to be ineffoctive as long as it romeins

porallel to customory low which is s$ill dominant.23

(ii) Houschold Finances

Linked to the lloqsol_;old. occupations is the whole
question of houschold finoncese 4As the control of the
houschold occupctions arc in the honds of Ngulache, the
control of houzchold finonces arc also J.n the hands q;E'

Hgulache himsclfs
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It is the duty of Dclfina to furnish tho bﬁ got of tho
houscliold. She docs this with tho income she ecarns from hor
small scolc cconomic activities, The husbond coutributes up
to Shs, 3,000/= to the hudgoet depending on the emount of in-
come carned by Dolfine, ITowover Mr. Nguloche does not like

.to bo kept vory far from tho cconomic activitics of hkis wifce
Fe demonds o ho kept into o clear picture on how Delfinals.

cconomic activitics generato income,

Because Mre Ngulacho controls houschold finances he
also decides on household welfarec. TFor oxamplce ho can ssnd
Delfine to Matengo to help his parents and Delfino camnot
resiste According to Mp, ﬁgulache, his wife and the two
concubines, each has o responsibility of looking after her—
self and her childwen although My, Ngulache con give assis—
tance from time to timee Thie way of life is influenced by
Matongo habits. In Mabengo, wives cultivate separate plots
Tor food for themselves, and o joint cash crop plot for
their husbands The proceedings from the cash crops axe

24

however controlled by the husbande

This illustrates how culturcl valucs and practices
hove contrilmted to tho shaping of the potterns of division
of roles in the Ngulaches household. Mr. Ngulache has low
formal education and his wife hos non at all, This hog mode
tﬁé couple less exposed to cultural values otbér thon their
own. This factor is algo attributed to the frequency in
© which Delfina visits her husbands home village to help with

coffee production.
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(iii) Control and O'wnorsh:x.p of Assets

In the Nguluche's household the pa.ttern of ownorship
and control of assets is very much: d.etermlned by the pa:btern
. of hundllng the hou.oehold flna.ncos. Bc::.ng a oon'lr.nollo:r of
finances, ho 1s also 'blﬂo ovmor and controller of hcrusohold.

assctse

Nguigche ow;s a h&z'so which they wore staying in at
tho timo of rosoaichi Wheh ho obtainod the plot for bui-
1ding tho house.gn'i97é§ ho planinod to build a big houso
with six roomsg “‘;‘\Bocraﬁé;e of meagre income he managed to
build only a baclqra.rd structurc which has threc rooms oach
nmeasuring 10' x 15'. Each room has a door on the front~
sido avid o windows Ono of the rooms is used by tho pare—
nty tho socond Toom is used by Fomaio diaildron, and tho
third room is used by tho male childrone Five meters awoy
from tho building therc arc two makeshift struetures which
arc uscd as onc a latrinc and anothor a kitchons Thoe foro
ground is asg big as TO! x 50'e The ground was mcant for
building tho main structurc which Vre Ngulachc has failed

to dos

Other important asscts like furniture, hocy aXc,
bush knifc, fan and radioy arc Mre Ngulacho's proportys

A1l +theso assets wore purchascd by Ngulache himsclfe

Delfinats powor of purchasc is limitcd to the

;;;purchapo of food ond clothing for her '861% and ‘hor chile

:51'01'10 (Moam_ng a.ll“"bhe cb:l.ldron who arc in the houseb.old) o n o tin
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Howevor she has to inform hor husband how much money sho
hos spont for the purposcs Interview with Ngulache o=
vealed thaty he would not allow his wifc to build a housc
or own any important asscts os $his is a2 rosponsibility

of mcne 25

This attitude is mainly shaped by tho Ngulachots
foar that wife's donminance in control and ownership of

assots would jeopardise his male position a8 the hoad of

the houscholdse 26

(iv) Division of Tasks in tho Houschold

Division of labour :Ln the Ngulache's houschold
is of the unshoarod pattorn in which all houschold tasks
are f0sponsibility of Dolfina helped by tho ‘fchaié chil—_-*
drch and rola%;i.:&rc'si Dolfina is i'esﬁbnsiblo fob making
sure ‘tHat all tho tdsks in tho houschold arc in ordcre
She howovor takes parts in tho tasks foraxample washing

clothes, making bods, swecping the housc and gardeninge

Dolfina wokes up ab 5.00 oelle cveryday to make
doughnuts which sho goos to scll at forry at 7.40' Colle
She woarms watcr for her husbé.nd to bath and proparcs brom
akfast for all members of the houscholde The brcakfast
ig usually roady é.-t Te00 so thot Mr, Ngulocho can toke
it bofore going to work and the childron before going to

“-schoole Aftcr toking hor breakfast Dolfinc loaves for
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forrys &t 10400 to 11400 oeiney she is back from forry
with hor frosh fishe She then preparos lunch with tho -
holp of hor fomale children and girlse Aftor hoving tﬁéir
lunch Dolfins prepores fish and frics them ready for so-
1ling ot nighte Beforc loaving for sclling fish she npkos
surc that the suppor is preparcdy or sho insmcté her
givls to preparc the suppers She ta.kcshcrsuppor whon
sho is back from solling fishs In oddition itisa task

of Delfina to nurse o sick membor of household. :

On the other hand Ngula.ohowa.k:os up.ot 6430 o
takos his both ond thovoofbor takos his hreakfast and
then goos to worke Then ho is ‘bo.ck from work he takos
kis bath u.nd gocs for o walls Ho cones loter ;na.t night
éats . .‘tu.s suppor and goes. to 'bod. As suoh Mr. Ngulache
is not involvod in any- hausehold chore. Howoy’er he gets
annoyed whenever any -of - tho ilmusohold >task-:;is 'no:t; adoqu-o
toly donn.27

The fomale childron oxroe very he;ﬁmi-to Dolfing as
they aseist with all the houschold taskse They do the
cleaning, washing, cooking, children rcaring, gardoning,
naize nilling, fotching woter and monding clothese The
nalo children on the other hand involve themsclves with
the following houschold tasksy shopping, procurcment of
fucl ond drawing water for domestic usce When the boys

wore asked why they woere interosted with drawing wotor,
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they answored thoty although the task of drawing woter is
fomcle oriented, for them it is intoresting beoausc thoy
uso a whoelbarrcw.28 As such each trip fetches four tins

of twenty litres and the work becomes less tiresonmes

(v) Leisurc Tine

A pattern of handling finoncial mattors and that
of division of houschold toasks dotcermines the pattorn of
sponding leisurec "t"imesl'. If hondling of housoilold findﬁces
is of unsharod pobtorn and if division of tasks is of wne
shared pattorn, the pattern of spondikg Loi Sitbobirio bom
twoen the husband and tho wifey and betwoon the females
and mole children will olso be 6f wmshared pattern like

oxpericncod in the Ngulachess

In the Ngulache's houschold, Mre Ngulache has plenty
of time to spond loisurce activitiese Whenoever he ocomes
back fron work ot 5600 peme be takes his bath, and goos
out to watch football matchesy, to visit his rolatives at
Ukongo and Kinondoni and sometimes he goes to drlnk 4Chi-
bukute Delfina on the otherhand has no permission fo
visit anybody czcept during funcralse The male children
are allowed to go out o play footbally, go to cincma and

also visit firiends and relotivese

This pattern is also rovoaled during meal +times
wherc nale children toke meals with their father siting
on chairs around 2 small tabloce Tho female children and

thoir nother sit on a mat in the kitchens
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In concluding we argue thot thc division of houso=
hold tasks in the Ngulache'!s is of unequal and of unshared
pattorns Whore as a wifc is responsible with all the ho-
uschold tagks and income gencrating activitics for mainto-
ining the houschold, the husband is only cngaged in formal
enploynent and not in other houschold tokse His inconme is
used a8 a supplementary incomce of the houscholde He is a
decision moker, the controller and owner of assets while
his wife hos no decision and do not own ossctse This si-
tuation is much shaped by cultural valucs and dominance

in production and financial natterss

THE GWAMBASA HOUSEHOLD

The Gwambasa houschold has the following nmembers,
the hmpband nomed Gwanbasa is the hoad of the houschold
is agod 36, and a groduatc of Bele Educationes He is a
Principal of onc of the toachers colleges in the city.
His wifc Faraje is also a gradunto, she is 26 yoars old
and o fulltime houscowifc othors are Gwambaso's youngor
brothors who are age 244 26, and 28, One is an electrical
-ongineor at onc of tho clectrical companies, anothor is
enployed with onc of the city's airways corporation, and
the third onc is enployed with one of the construction

conpanicse

There is also a 20 years old houseboy and Gwanbasa's

younger sister who is aged 14 and is still wndergoing her
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primary school education at Mlinani prinary schoole She
is in @dlass secvene Both menbers of .the household axe

Wyakyusa aond Christian by religione

The Gwanbasa's were marricd in 1987 ™-bruary just
when ficld wark was stortcds We becanme interested in this
new houschold beczusc of the oppertunity we had of atte-
nding Farnja's send off corenonye This cnabled us to ob-
sorve sone social processes which happened during tho
occasion and which arc illustrative of the division of
tasks oand résponsibilities in the household at the Macro-
levele Alsgo the marrioge coromony was a sort of o built
foundation for the new housohoid as it acted as a grooming
nechahisn for the bride proparing hor %o take tho netr roles
of o wife and o Elother. 211 obscrvatiohs werc made on the
brides side becausec it was the bride who was given instruc—
tions on how best to live with a husband, The send off
party was mecant for this purposce After the marriage,
frequent visits werc made fo themy moking further obser—
votions and intervicwse The intervicws were complcted in
31lst Moy 1987, howover visits contimied throughout the

research periode

THE SEND OFF CEREMONY.

Qwanbaso « and Farajats marriage was ‘Christia,n cons
tracted at StePeters Romon Catholic Church, after a dowry

of 10 cows was paid by Gwambasa's parents to Farajos parcntse




~h-oxmehc’ii!:.d cerchonies are nm’mally shared by women within
kinshipé

"ﬁta.rﬁ" and néighi)mhood arrangement in urban aress
is seen a,s a sjcep fov}a‘.fd towards communalization of dome-
stic labour linked with independence of women from dome-

stic taskse

DIVISION OF TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE GHAMDASAS
HOUSEHOLD

(i) Occupation lipy Cwambase

In the Gwambasa? s/is a dominant producere He is
the Principal of one of the teachers colleges in tho citye
Farajo his wifc is o full time house wifece Dominance
in prbduction has given Gwambasa power and authority to
decide on samc of the welfare matters of the hmsehold.

Ho ‘can thercéfore irfluence some of his wife's decisionse
Forexamplo Fara.;{a had to decide not to be omployed af‘her
her husband asked her not to look for cmployment in order
she may toke care of their oxpocted childe Howover IFaraje
did not oasily agrce to hor husband's regueste She argued
that she would like to work so that she can help hor parents
who arc now old in order that she may repay for their so-

- crifice thoy had made for hor all the time she was schoo-
linge UMre Gwambasa strongly argued thaty all sacrifice
have boen mcpaid by ciom?y which Gwambasals parents paid

Faraja's parents before they got ma:cried?9 He also
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argued, that the dowry had beon paid so that Faraja con

join Him to start thoir owm homce

(ii) ﬁbuseﬁbld Finances

i}‘eirel of education and property ownership have

contribited to the pattern of decision making on financial
matte:c‘é of the houschold, ‘I’horo. is some extont of shared
decision making between Giwambasa and his wife as they have
a joint dccount and they plan their budget togethers No=
thing can be purchased and no expenditure can be made Wi
thout the knowledge of thce othere Both the wife and the
husband decide together on supporting their relatives at
home and how to support theme This is mainly attribubted
to o wealthy position of Farajoe At the time of ¥heir
merrioge Farajo brought with hor a &im of Shee 500,000/=
which Mor parents Lad cuived for hef, and expensive furniture,
including two sofa setsy; four bedsy, one wardrobe and a

sewing machines

The younger brother living with them have powers
and authority to control their income as they wish without
interfeoorence from Gwambasa or his wifes They also can
decide to eat or not at the housce They understand that
the house they are living in it is their father's which
is morc or less like theirse as o result, Gwambasa and

his wifce can not have control of the brotherse
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(iii) Control and Ownership of Assects

Both the wife and {the husband are the controllers
of and owmer of asseis 5elonging to themselvese Gwambdsa
owmns assets like two fridgcs, oﬁé;éookor, and book'shéivesé
Farojo owns o sewing machgﬁa; sofa sets, wardrobe and. four

beds-C

¥re Gwambasa has Q‘piof ﬁhich he wants to hgild a
housce The plot was obtained befate they were mdrriéd.
He plans to build o housoe in twd yéars timee Gwambasa

owns o scocond hand car which he bought it in 19863

Tha house in which %ﬁey 1iVe is foﬁ%ibod r;ombd;
self contained and has o big sitting roéing It is in%eé:'-’
naly paintcd with white colowr and externally painted with
yellor  colours The houso is build in o plot measuring
50t x 80' and it is surwounded by o fine trimed hedge with
a gate on the frontsides Ornamental trecs and other plants
arc planted on the fore ground plus two hybreed orange trces

and two coconut treess

(iv) Division of Tasks in the Houschold

Division of labowr in the Gwambasa's houschold
depicts o sért of tronditional division of labour from
unshored to shared pattern, bocausc of tho couplos odu~
cational status which is high, ond which have made the
couples much exposcd to other culturcl veluese The

husband!s moin tosk is to mrocurce food and othor essentials
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in tho houscholde He washes his clothes and irons thome
At times when top woater stops to flow he takes the jerry-
cans and goes with his cox to draw wator for houschold
usec, Here again exposurc to modern facilities linked to
cxposure to modorn cultural valucs such as education hag
influenced Gwombasal's behoaviour of drawing wator for do-
mostic uses In the mornings Gwombaso wakos up at T«00
CeMey takes his bath ond cots his breakfost before going
to collcges He goes to bod ot 11.00 pems aftcr proparing

himself for the ncxt days Jjobe

Tarajo on the otherhond wakes up ot 530 teile to
prepare hreakfast for her husba:rﬂ and the rest of the
members of the houscholde Xor othor duties include GO0~
king meals drawing watcr for domestic usc, and g’am:lém.ng.
8ho zoes to bed ot 10800 pim; aftor moking sure that overys
fhing is in ordore

The houscboy has o task of cleaning the housc and the
ground, trimming the hodgesy looking after the ormamental

plants, coconut trees and oronge trecse

Guombasa'!s younger sistor has o duty of loying the
tabley washing the dishes ond going to nearby stalls to
purchase salt, onions and tomatocse She occasionally helps

with cookings BShe washes hor own clothose

Gwonmbasa's younger brothers do not help with any

houschold .chorese Bvon thoir clothes are washed by tho



houseboy in return they give him presents of money or

squndham sh:l.r‘b Se

’I‘he boys are notb expec'bed -bo enter the kitchen which
1s a.ssumed 'bo be the female d.omaln. In the sameway they
oanno*b take food from 'l:he cook:mg pots without permission
o:f‘ Fa.raga or A'buo , 'I'he;y' have to aﬁhere for meals timee

O"bherm.se if late :E‘or meals no-bh:.ng is served for ‘theme

owever Faraga cooks for them and serve them mealse

(m\‘, ‘

whenever the;y are &b homee She has to be good to her hus—
band. and to His relatives in order to conform with her

tradi‘tl OXe 3 1

N’urs:.ng a siok member of the household is 8 sha.red
task between the hiusbahd dnd 'bhe Wiees éwambasa takes a
siok persén 4o the h‘ds‘pﬂ;é.l; and 34 48 a 'd:lrby of Faraja
£ phepare foéd for the sicke If a sick member of the
. household becomes hospitalized Gwambasa takes the food
which Faraja has prepared to the sick porson in the hoge

pita.l.

(v) leisure Time

During their leisuretimes, Gwambasa and Faraja visit
their relatives on both sidese GCwambasa has a sister li-
ving in Upanga and Faraja has a brother living in Kinondguie
They froquently visit theme Once every month they go to

drivein cinemas

In this household it was revealed that there was a

relationship between the pattern of division of tasks



between the husband end the wife, ond how they shere their
leisurc timcese This was olso rovezled dwwing the times of
taking their meals os thoy 21l sit around their dianing

table regardless of sex,

In concluding we orguc thot in the Gwombasa's house—
hold there is a notable patiern of = chered tasks betwreon
the husband and the wife vhich are shaped by progressive
factars such as cducation and modern facilities and type

32 There is also a degree of shared dicision

occoupations
in financial matterse However in the Gwambasa's case this
pattern has little sigxﬁi‘iwwo on the improvement of Fazra~
j4 position of being cibn‘:?.'nated ds she is still dond.nated
in other issuesi Thid is becauss of oontradictory factors
which have remained dominente or example both Gwambasa
and Faraja are exposed to modern cultural values, However
they have not done away with the effects of dowmy payments

which is their traditione

T DUMGE'S HOUSEHOLD

The fifth household is that of Dume who is the
head of houscholde Ho¢ is aged 37 years old, a Suluma by
tribey, a believer of fraditional religion, 33 and a shahe
dard four leavers Jesca his wifo is 30 years old is clso
& Sukume end & believer of traditionsl religions Hut she
now plans %o become a Chrlstion, c“l‘bhmxgh her husbend has

not yet agreed, Jesca did never had on ovportunity to
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have formal oducationy howovor she attendod adult educt
tion classes from 1970 to 1973« Sho can rood and write
flucntlye |
Their marriage was troditionally contracted in 1976
after o dowry of 30 cows was paid to Josca's paron‘t’s.34
Mre Dumc is omployod as o cook and deos other cconomic
actiﬁtios sincluding monsony, gardening and boing o wos
tchnane His 1;{‘35%?9 siS a fulltinc house wifc engoged in
small scalo/such as solling fricd fish and icce arcons.
Thoy have five childron including thrce boys aged 12
(stde 6)y 5 ond 2 yoars old, and two girls agod 10 (std.3)

and 4 ycors olde

The Duncs do not stoy with any relatives although
nost of their relatives back in Maswa including parontsy
auntsy and anclos from oithor side cxpoct gifts fron thon
from timc to timce They do not have any house maid oither,

for then it is luxury to have once

DIVISION OF TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

In order to sustoin their incomo both the husband
and the wifc maoke oi_‘fort to carn cnough noncye Mre Dume
camc into the city in 1970 to look for cmployncnt, when
hec was cmployed by o cortoin Doctor of Muhimbili Hospital
as o housc servants In 1970 he stoped his sorvices with
the Muhimbili Doctor ond thion was cmployed by o Russion
Doctor also as o housc sorvant whoro he has kopt his omplo-

yoent todato. He is poid Shs.‘ '3_.OOO,/= per nonthe
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Inorder to carn additional income Mre Dunc is o m.t;
chman of the housc in which they aro livings The housc
scrves two purposcos for thom ag it is o source of inconc
and accommodotion Mre Dume is poid Shse 1,6000/= por
nonth for the jobe Tho house is intonded to be rentod to
onc of parastatal organizotions. 35 It is o big bungalow
whicgh is still undor going oconstructions The Dunes only

80 - two rooms out of the fivee Two maoke shift structurcs

nearby sorve os o kitchon and another as o pit lotrince

Other Duno's ccononic activitics inelude mansory
worke Hc doos this work during his offfs doys and fron
this work hc gets approxinoately Shse 1,500/ = to Bhse
25000/= por month, He also cultivatos mchicha" in onc
of the fortile vallceys ncorby which is consumed by tho
houscholde Excess "mchicho' is sold and upto Shse 500/ =

is carncd por nonthe

Jescals ocoupation include potty busincsscs which
do not poy muchs She sclls ice crecoms for onc TfJ_IS.‘MWOr—
ngonilc ond she is peid Shse 1,000/= per month'. She also
s¢lls friod fish on tho rocdside ncarby their honce In
addition she sclls chorcoal ond milke On the cvarage ghe
gots o nonthly incomo of Shee 2,500/= to Shse 3,000/= fron
hor potiy busincsscse She storted with o copital of Shae
500/= which she barrowod firon hor husbond in 1984, Upto
1987 her capital had growm up to Shse 1,000/ = only. Thesc
potty trodes arc organiscd by Jesco with the help of hor

feonale childe
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Houschold Financos

Being the main producery Mrs Dume controls all the
household incomes by meking sure that the ‘income earned
by his wife is used accordingly to supplement the money
he giwfes her for houschold utilitiese Mre Dumc carnings
amount to Shse 7y000/= peme Out of the amount he gives
his wife Shse 3,000/= for household utilities which inow
lude food, soapy, sugar, salt, kerosene oily school expe-
nsos for their children and hospital billse The rost of
the money he koeps himsolf.36 He never purchases dressos
for his wifc and childrons In order Jesca may be able to
purchasc some cheap second hend dresses (mitumba), she
has joined a credit society (upstu) with other six women
of the samc stroccte DIach womon contributes Shse 300/ =
to one woman in turn wntil 2ll women arc roundede 4% her
turn a woman gets Shee l,500/-= and it fakecs hor a period
of 5 wocks before the turn reaches her agoins ¥When it is
a turn for Josce she reguests for her hushand?s pormission

to purchase clothings or anything sho is :intorostcd.37

Control and Ownorship of iLsscts

Being the controller of household incomey Mre Dumo
is also the ovmer and controller of houschold asscts ine—
cludingy onc table, two chairs, three beds and mattress,
bush knifey axc, shovely hammor and tape ncasures None

of these equipments and asscts can be given to anybody
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without Mre Dunos consenteXitchen untensils arc ovmed and

controlled by Josca

Ieisure Tines

Mre Dumc's leisure times arc not shared with his
yrifo. During his sparc timos Dume goes to drink local
brows and occasionally gocs to watch football matches
with his friendses EHe also visits his friend who lives
in Manzoseoe Joscats leisuro timo is spent chatting with
-her noighbours and sonctines she visits hor fricnd who

live at Mpakani roade

Division of tasks in thc houschold

Division of labour in the Dume's houschold is of
wunshored patiern in which the wifo's main responsibility
is to deal with all the work rclated with child wearing,
cooking and oloanlinoss of the houschold surroundingse
She washes and irons clothes for the wholc houschold,
takes carc of sick child or any othor ‘nombor of the hou-f'
scholde Jesch wakes up ot 5630 in order to preparc broak-
fagt for her husbond ond childrons ©She also sleeps ot
12,00 midnight coveryday aftor she has finished with so-

1ling fisha

lire Dunc on the othor hond wokes up at 6,00 Qelley
tokos his bath, cats his broakfast and gets off to worke
He conces back fironm work ot 3400 peme znd his only work
at home is to purchasc keroscno and light his hurriconc
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J'osca.;s doughter Sikudhani is of much help in per--
fornlng the imou‘.sohold tosks like cooking, cleoning the
housc, washing clothes, doing the shopping and reoring
the jroimg oncs whonever she is back from schools Szlm-—
dhoni also helps her mother in sclling the firied fish
nilk ond icc crcanse Mawazo Joscoa's cldor som is not in-
volved in any houschold taskse Ho occasionally helps his
father with plastering work and cultivating 'mchichoe!

In this houschold, scx of 2 child is an important crite-
rion in assigning spccific houschold choros to childrone
The parcnts not only assuied thot their roles are fundo~
nentally distinguished by scxy but they arc also concernod
witlﬁ toaching their childwen sex appropriate houschold

chorcse

This was confirmod Dby my constant obscrvations on
how Josco wos urging hor son Mowazo not to stay in the
kitchen liko womon, Hc also usunlly told him to go and
wait for his food at the veronda, while 8ikudhani was ?

bussy in the kitchon helping her mother with cooldng.38

To asscertain whothor thore were any changes in di-
vision of tosgks from onc gencration to anothor I a.skoci
Jesca to tell me whother their form of division of labour
was the sanc to that of Jescos paronts when she was young
and living with ‘l;hom. Josoas roply to this queostion was
thot, tho some division of labour provailed in hor foanily

of oriontation sho understonds thot it is taboo for o boy
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to perfornm wononts toskse Howover she did not like: to
oquatc her husband's Jjob of house servant to performing
houschold taskse In this respecet she argued, housc ser-
vant job is the samc as any other office worke TFrom the
job onc derives his earnings and it is thce same job which
provides income for nointaining the wholce houscholde As
such if tho husband gocs cut to work othors should pexrforn
the housechold tasks at home to onablc the husband work
officientlys IMre Dumc wos of the samc vicws.39 In this
houscholds cultural volues and beliefs in sex cppropriate
roles is o detcrminant factor on how houschold tasks arc
assigned to children of difforent sex and between tho wife

and the husbonde

n concluding we arguc that the Dumes'! houschold is
charactoriscd by unsharod roles pattorn between the huge—
band and the wifee Tho children arc also brought up
ac'q‘o’rdirig to sox appropriate rolcese In this way there is
eVid.en’GO of cohtihuify of this kind of pattern from onc

getreration to another tL_?ou(,h socialization Procosss
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CONCLUS:IOﬁ
- A comb:.na.t:.on of factors from our casc studies

contrlbute to the shaping of the dJ.VlSlon of tasks a.nd.

‘x“ .

dec:.s:.on ma.lcx.nb within the casest W'ha:b secms to be cru—-

cial is the type of occupation, ;eve‘l of education athos

ined by the cogple and cul'bura.} baekground. Husbands
with activities like trading or business tend o dominate
in household issues such as ho&éehéld budget, income
cxpendltmo and housings On the o‘bher hand women pro;Ee~
sgionals sha:ce household d.ec:.s:.on ma.k:.ng on a rumber of
issues, such as housohold. findnces, and. welfa.re of "bhe
household; Wha,t is remamka.'ble t0 note however is that
:Lnsprbe these changes fram the mére "tradn.tlonal" pos:L-
tion, tasks such as ocooking, sweep:mg, Washmg d_'l.shcs, &

and pots are still done by women and female childron,

These divisions and differential positions in the
households are not always accepted by the Womcm The
women question them or conbend against them» These aare
however the exceptions, Most women in the case sbudies
tend to accepf their positions and the kind of sécializaw
tion of their children, the sexual division of tasks and

the differential positions in the housechold decision makinge
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TE‘C)OFIl NOTES

Mana.gorlal position includeds Finanoial Ma.nager.
hi‘""f Aocountanty Commoreial Monagor, Persammol
ory ax d S 'by Eng:meor.

Sala.ries ranged f:'om Shee 6,000/= to Shse Ty340/=

Mid.d.le pos:rb:l.on pests ineluded, Air craft Engincer,
Clerks, Storekedper, Salesman, Personicl Officers,
Train Drivérs and School Teacherse o8¢ received
sa,larios bobween Shee 2,500/ = and” Shs 5.000/- por
mozi‘ﬁhl _

.r

' iééceiving belc‘i‘? Shse 2,-500/.

Interview with Twelwike on February 25th 1987 This
type of cultural belief alse provails in other
African countriess - The Luhya of Kenya, sent the
illeg:.t:.ma.te child to be trought up by .a foster
nother ‘in érder %o purify the mother of the child,
The méther of the child was not allowed to know
$he foster mothor of Hop ohild¢ Scc Liyong, TeWe
(ed) 1972 Popdlay Culture of Bast Africa Oral Litow -
r*‘m‘re; ‘Nairobis Longman pg. 21-224

I‘n'bez'view with 'I‘welm_ke, February 25th 1987,
1hid

Influonce of religion and cultural practicos on
women behaviours in households was also provalent
among the Christian Medioval Rural Women who were
rega.rd.ed as instrument of Devile Thoy were placed
in subjection to men essentially throtgh maxriage.
institution, where obedience of wife to her husband
was insisteds Seec Stacey, Me and Marion, Pe (eds)
(1981) Women Power and Politics, Tavistocks New
York and London Pe 50.

Interview with Twelwike on 26th February, 1987

Discussion with Twelwike and Orega on 27th Febe
1987.

This pattern of leisure time spending resembles
Botits findings in her study in London families,
that families which had more ''segregated! role
pattern did not share their leisure time {togethors
While the husband went to the nearest pub the wife
visited her firiends, neighbours or relativese See
Botty Es (1964) Family and Social net works Roles
Norms and External Relationships in Ordinary Urban
Families, Tavistocks London pSe Tl1-T3e
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12 Interview with Orega on March 18th to 20th 1987
13¢ Interview with Dorica on 21lst March 1987
14e Interview with Dorica on 23rd March 1987

15¢ This typifies how women in different socicties
work for more than 12 hours a day in order to
contributec to the maintainance of the houscholda
In the 1930s the poasant women of Ircland werc
Tesponsible for housckoeping dutics and child
roarings Womon on top of that had various farm
works such as milking and fooding animalss In the
ovoning at slacker times of the year, the men resiod,
the women continued to work their normal duties of
housckeeping and child rcaring, knitting and baking
food for the familye The women werc the first to
kindlc the firc and werc the oncs who closed the
houscs at migh't. Saoe S'bacoy, I\I. and Mm‘im 3 P.
op cit pe 107

16 Intorview with Dorica on 23rd March 1987

17e This situation is also prcvalent among othor soci-
otiose¢ Foroxample during thc Industrial rovolution
in 1970's in Britain o cortain woman who becamec a
county councillor, had to turn to the holp of women
neighbours and her nicce in performing houschold
chorcs for here This was to onable hor copce with
hor political corcore Tho woman did not ask for +4ake
hor only sons holp nor did she ask her husband to
caro of himsolfeSec Mitcholl, He (1977) in Stacoy
Me and Marion P. Ibid Pe 83.

18s Informal talk with Ndimbo on 24th November 1987

19 Informal conversation with Ngulache on let April
1987

20, Thid

2le SCOPO diroctive Noe 44 of 1981

22+ Rwezaura, Behs (1981) Shoria yo Ndoa ya Tanzania
" Daxr os Salaame Taasisi ya Uchunguzi
wo Kiswahili pe 247

23a Ihid
24s Informal conversation with Ngulache on lst April

1987 NeBe The houscholds of the two concubincs were
not intorviowed becausc they wore not recadily availabloe
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264

27
6.
29
304
514
32,

33e
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35
36e
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38
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.This situation is also prevaleont among Buhongwa

women in Mwanza District wherc womon have no access
to lond and livestock and incomo obtained from thoir

~ labour is appropricted by the mend  See Nganluloy Te
ZsTs (1979) "Domostic Labéur and Property Owrcrship

in Poosant Houscholdy A4 Casc Study of Buhongie
Village in Mwonzaly Pdpor Nob 20, BI pe 10

Intervicw with Mrh Ngulacho on 2nd April 1987

j?b id

Tntorviow with Ghildren on 3rd April 1987
Intervicw with Gwambosa and Fan:;aja on 2hd May 1987
Informol discussion with Gwambasa on 33:6. May 1987
Tatorviow ’%ﬁ.th f‘araja on 4th May 1987

Mype of oct:lipationA can be p:f.‘dgilt'éééivo of non proge-
:njeslsiVO depetiding on the influcnce it has on the
division of laboiws

By traditional rcligion we moan a.rioestora.l woxrship
or praying to ancestorse NMre Dume prays to his
ancoestors at times of necd ond once overy ycar be
makes sacrifices of mainly local becr to his anoew
gtorse '
Interview with Dumc on 2nd June 1987

Ibid

Thid

Intorview with Jesca on 4th June 1987

Observations on 4th June 1987, Tth Junc and 9th
August 1987,

Discussion with both Dume and Jesca on 6th Junc
1987

Vet



Part two of chapher three deals with events wllich
are selected from among those which happened during the
time of research in intberviewed households; These events
in one way or another illustrate the dynamics within the
houscholdse They examplify how the sexual division of
labour with the help of other factors such as allture,
type of occupation, education, religion, and sccial bacl-
ground perpéfu_ate sexual inegualitye They also exemplify

actions taken by women in resisting the defiination by mene

REARING A WIFE'S DAUGHTER

3

On 23rd May 1987 we happened to visit the Gilimbi's

houscholde Gilimbi is o Ca.p'baﬁn with the Tanzanis Peoples
Defenoce forcee He is 40 yetrs old aﬁd he 1s a Ii‘omim Catho-
110 by reiigion. His marriage with Sarah was Roman Catho-
1:.c contracteds Sarah, Mrse Gilimbi 's wife is 29 yoars
'61'6., she worke as a wéi:‘fa:re officer at Temeke D;.sﬁ*ic%a.

She i8 also a Roman Cathblice Tﬁey haﬁ'e o children aged
fij?e and one year olde The Gilimbi's alre Hehe by "l;ribei
Sarah hos her own daughter who is aged ten years old named
Samivas Her father is a certain Nyakyuse men who was Mrs,

Gilimbi's former boyfriend before she met Gilimbi.

The Gilimbits live in a nice bungalow which is
surrounded by a well trimed hedges The bungalow is self

contained, has 3 bedrooms, a big living room and a dinning
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roome Tho bungalow is Mre Gilimbi's own propertye

When we wore 5 metres away from the house we heard
lMrse Gilinbi scroaming and her husband tolling her to pack
her belongings and goe Then we cntored the housc both lire
Gilimbi and Mrs Gilimbi ealmed downy ond Mrs Gilimbi stare

ted tho story why thoy werce fightinge

Thoe fight had occurcd beecausc on that particulor
doy, Mrs Gilimbi used all tiw monoy she had carned from
the ice croam salcs to purchdsc school uniforms for her
i1logitirate dai:.gﬁ‘bei‘ Samira who lives with Sarch's PO

rents in Mbe‘yail

Sonira was born in 1977, two ycars after hor mother
had completad one ycar duration compulsory National sore
vice coursce Samira's fothor rofusod to toke rosponsi-
bility of the mother and +the child and he also refusecd
Yo morry Samiras mothore Mrs Gilimbi's parcnts decided
to raise Samira so that './bhojalr‘mghter could smoothly work

in Dor eos Haloome

Two yecars lator afber Samira was borny the Gilimbis
met and marricde The issuc of Samira was resolved by
Sarah's father and Mre Gilimbi thot sho would be raised
by her motornal grand porentsy while the Gilimbis would
be assisting the parcnts by providing then with(ca.sh
from tine to timece Two yoars aftor marriage Mre CGilimhi
doclined to offor assistanco fo Sarah's paronts as Lo was
feooling guilty of morrying o woman who had a baby before

marria.gme
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('}’iiimbij’.é nmothor was not happy about Gilimbits
marriage with Sarche She argued that, Sarah was an old
woman boecause sho had alrcody had o boby with anothor none
Af‘bcr‘ their norrioge however Gilimbi's motheor insistod
that Gilimbi should not tako carc of his wife's illogiti-
mate doughtor othorwisc he will loose control of his
Wifoa
Horo wo can see how parcuntal authority linked +to
culturcl valucs has powor bo influencce choice of marriogoe
partiners and influonce division of roles in tho housc
holde Children conmot bchavo againet their parcnts wi-
shos hecouse of fear of cursesy as it is believed parents

4

are vested with God's power fto cursce or bless childrens

Mrs, Gilinmbi thorofore deecided to engoge herself
in small scalc business so that she con help hor poaronts
to roisc Somirne The initial copital for hor ico creons
trode was obtained fron hor salarye Mrse Gilinmbi was
thus ablec to sond at loost Shse 2,000/= after ovory six
nmonths to hor parcntse However she did it secrotlys
Whon Mre Gilimbi kmow thot his wifc wos sending some nmoney
to hor poaronts he becane furious and asked his wife to
keep accounts of all the noncy she carned and spente Such
accounts should cxplicitly show carnings from icre croan
salos and carnings fron her salarye She carned 400/ = to

500 shillings per doy fron the ic~ crean sclese



. | Tho refusal of Mrs Gilimbi to help in raising
Scnira hurt Mrse Giliobi vory muche She could decide to
divorce hor husband but sho was not propared to loavo her
two ch:n.ld::on ‘beh:.nd w:v:bhcu'b mothcrs Joare and hcr p«rcn‘bs

would not wolcamo hor baok homcu Thls 1° beoause '!;he

dowi'y of Shs. 40 OOO/ = I)«.J.d 1;0 Su,rait's pa.rcnt a,t tho:l.‘r

mmm@e Was a.lroady spcnt by *bhem in cxponding their

hotol bus:.nessés

On thc da.y of 'bho qunrrol S'vmira.*s mo‘bher had Tro-
coivod o 1et+,or from hono roquostln{; h@r to sond school
un:l.forms soonest as tho gi's:l was suspend_od from school
dus to lack of school u:m.form. Tho pa.ronts also a.dcccl e
ﬁhy Gil::.m'bi was not scnd.:.ng Sone nohoy as oarlier agroods
Miki Gilimbi decided to take $he nmohey sho had codmod
fron ic6 eroan salos and pxmfchasOd wiforns for her d.cw.-
ghtor from o noarby shops Whon it caio %o lire Gilambils
notico that Sarah had purchosed wniforms for Sandeah bo
beecame Turiouse Mrse Gilinbi argucd that tho moncy was
hors and thot she could use the noney the way she likods

This is how tho quarrol stortcds

Tho quarrel was resolved aftor Gilimbi patternal
wacle was colled upon to settle the guarrcle He aslkod
Sarah to bo obedicnt to her lusband who is the hoad of
the houscholde Sorah contimed howover to spond her
noney for upkecep of hor daughtore Ls a result his huse

band decided to reduce tho anount of moncy he was giving
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Sarch for housckeoping, from Shse ,a,ooo/; Dete to Shse
3,000/= petls This nade Sarah unoble to sond some moncy
to her parcents, because sho had 6 usc bor earn.i.n.:,s to
suppliment tho money she was glyon for housol?ooping.'

| 4t 4ho time of writting this thosis tho Gilinmbis
worc visitoed ognine At this timc it wos noted that the
Gilimbi's wobe now in good torﬁ;; Aéf’jbrd_ing to Sarah
this was so becausc Mre Gilinmbi had ica.rnt a lcssone It
happened thot Gilimbi was suspocted of nisusing pubilic
funds and was detaiziod for investigntionse Dm:':mg this
tino Sarsh faced a lot of 1méé£ipsi Whon Gilimbi's po~
rents héc‘:t‘d of their son"sA Pate %hey canc and tock all
impor‘ban‘b assots lﬁco o ﬁidgo'; one olectric cockory two
radios and furniture, in order to prevent Sarah from inhoe
riting the assetse They were also forcing Sarah and her
children to vacate the house so that Gilinmbi's uncle oco-

uld occupy the housce Sarah refuscd fto vacate the houses

When Gilimbi was rcleased he was told about the
notter he becams angrye He urged his parents to retwrn
back his nsdots and changed his will makinhg his wifo tho
inheritor of the ossets for the sdke of his dnldrem Ho

also docidod to assist Sarch to raise Sam:i.ra.6
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WHO DECIDIS ON YTFE'S OCCUPATION

A

At the time of mesearch Kasimbate was 38 years of 2gC
His wife Nans was 30 years olde Kesimbata was a prospei‘bus
police officer who worked in supplies departuent, His rank
was police inspoectors. Theoy were living :Ln Sima along She-
kilango road just ovposite the grove yaﬁrd; Mi‘f‘l. Kaslm‘oa.ta

is a Hehe and his wife iz a Ngoni,

Tt was during one of the Saturdays of Zpril in 1987.,
about La30 peily ?L:. Kasimbata was Justh arrivi;?g from Mtwara
where he hod decided to shifte PFivo minutes after hié arris
val in Sinza he oalled his wifc Nana who was i‘ov_e nonth
vregnant into theixr bedrooms Locked the bedroor: and h:.t
her severelys The children were very much frightened,
they ron aways The neighbours could dd nothing to help

poor Nansy boeousc Kosimbatd had lotked the othew doors toos

In the next day Nanag Kasimba%a, and thoir young
children left Tor Miwara loaving behind their clder childron
who were atbtending sohool under the guardianship of their
aunt who came to stay with thom, Remitthe illegitimate
child of Nana was sent baek to her paternal grand parcnts

at Mbeya;

Nena bore Kosimbata six childreny two .of them Nyenza
and Godi aged 11 and 9 respectively, we:f_o attending priméry
school oduca,tionl,- and tho other Four were still under agey
and had not yet startcd schoole Nana was employed in eivi

service as a porsomel officer in the Ministry of Lebour
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and Social E‘Telfare. she did not engege herself in any bu~
siness appart Inf’fc*oz-z her employﬁenté She was wvery rmuch cor
nittod to her work whish ena’oied her to take caxre of her

daughter Reni, as Kasimbata did not treat Remi as his owm

Ghild.o

Befopre resigning and shifting to M%wa:ca 1o lead o
life of o farmer, Kosimbata sold three of his houses, pur-—
chosed a tractor, o forn and built a house ot Miwaras He
was plonning to sell hig fourth house so that he can got

more money to develop his farm at Mtwara. ilowever the
fouxrth house would Lo sold after the two children Wyenza

and Godi have completed their primery school educatione

In the fivrst ins*bénce he went to Mtworo alone and
stayed for one ycor developing his farm. He wealized that
it woas more profitable to be a farmer., He therefore tried
to convince Nana %.o resign from her ompioymo'nt. Nana refused
because she knew that her child will be seourc if she is

crploycde

Ir, Koginbata insisted that Nena shouwld f£follow him
and thorcafter Nana fock a six months lcave without pay and
followed her husband in Mtwara. Nana thought that she was
Jjoining her husband temporarly and after the elapsc of her
lecave she would . go 'ba.ck to Dar es Salaam fo continue with
Lor jobe Kasimbato trcoted this mowe as & pernanente He
osongidered hinseli” as wable ‘*bo stoy far from his wifee

<

He is not good ot houseworke He therefore has To spend
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& lot of monmey for cating in hotels and for Teimdwys| Te
also fhoggh'b how p@opio would understond if they learn tﬁ;at

his ﬁ.ifé has let hin down by refusing to Follow hin back

3

1

o Wbarae"

ol

During Na}pg,:’s leave in M‘_Wm‘a; Romi faced o lot of
p:éoblems. Sh@ Was not attended by Kaéimbata like the other
child:ee'ma.: As such Nena thought thot she has to go back to
hor workln orde;t' ghe nay be able to ‘bdko care of her daun—
ghters She jl:herpgﬁ‘ore returncd back to Dar es Salaan with
her déiighfer Rcm.. She told her hmsband that she was just
goir q‘bac.k to sec her 'chii.d;r'en and that she will be back in
a mon’uhis tinec. Nana stayed in Dar es Selacr for three
nonths and all this time she was working, shé never wrote

a letter to her hushand informing him of hor wherecaboubse
This is why Mr. Kosinbata came to collect him by force after
hitting her hard. At this juncture Nana had no choice ex~

ocept to follow her hushand to Mtwaras. She therefore wrote

a 24 hours notice to her enployers while she wos in Mitwaras

The above illustrate how cultural values ond practices
shape the division of roles in the households In Tenzanie
all persons have legal right of cqual treatment on matters

9

regording enployment regordless of scxual difforcncess

This howevbr is cohtradictory to cultural practice
which is sgainst mozricd women to live cway from their
hushandss Vomen in such circunstonces are forced to chose
between loosing their ,jo‘of_s and follow their husbands or

loose their lusbands and ratain their Jjobse
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Some laws have wunfavourable result to women employeess
For example in 1986, the Standing Comnittec of Parastatal

. . a . 10 ..
Organizations sbolished leave without pay™ this has an
effect of limiting chances for women employees for making

arvangencnts of employment at times of théir husbands trans-

s

forse - T
In Qr(ier to malke sure that women emploveess do not
follow theiw 't-sxf-ansferred 11quan&s, employers use various
Amochémisms to meke swuro that enmployed Wémon do_no‘b have to~
terminat-t‘:éa the:_r work in order to follow their hhsiagnds; The
above. ha,ppenod to a cerban woman ca,;;Lleci Aisha who ’1’* appiied
for “the post of Chief Casghier in onc of the C:"L‘bf,r 'I'-@.edical
Centresi Yhen she was cglled for intervicw éh@ was asked

the following questions by the interviewing pancle

1, Are you marvied?
2e¢ What is your husband's obcupa‘tion?
3, Is your husband liable %o transfers?

Ao If yes would you follow him?

The answers to guestion 3 and 4 was yes and Aisha was rot

R . 11
considered for cmployvusnte

In coneluding wo argue that this cvent illustrated
how cultural values and practices which cocxist with the
present contradictory legal system shape the division of

roles and responsibilities in the houscholde
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DECISION ON HOUSE BUILDING

Ally o safoty engineer with one of the Cement Compo~
nies wes 45 years old, Iis wife Amina aged 36 wos emmloyed
in Tanplast as a Persomnel Manager. Ally is & Mends by
tribe and Amina is a Zigus by tribes They were living in
Sinza & house which was being ronted by Tanzianis Portland

Cements They are both ¥uslinm by religione

Two of their four children were attending secondary
education and the other two were in primary school. They
also live with four relatives, two males who are Llly's
younger brothers ,. and two females who Amina younges sisterse
They have a housegirl who shoys with thems She is rospo-
nsible for looking after the house because others hove to

leave for work or school.

When I met Amina sia.e was desparate and had lost all
hopes. Ally was alecoholic and rever thought of tho fubiwe
of the households /Amina bccame concerned very much with
Xo» husbond!s attitude and the fubure of the household.
She therefore made several attempts to invest in buildings
but unfortunately feilod. Amina had sswved some 80,000 Shse
in her personal account from her salary. She thought that
such an amount would be cnough to build o foundation for
the building. After which she would obtain a Tanmania
Housing Bank loan in order to complete her project. She

had obtained a plot in the Ligh density area of Sinza B,



Accard:.ng ﬁo Mermss:l. in trad:.t:.onally Isla.m:l.c

women were gi‘ a pass::ve sta.'bus of consumers whz.le

their cmmterparbs the men were vested with econom:.c po—

WeT'e 'l’h:l.s had ) effect of ma.k:.ng the women less aot:wo

in product:.on process, and ’bhis was possible 'bhroug1 +h
12

) conflnemen‘b o the women at home. Ally had a s:v.mﬂ.lam

attitudes He did no’c suppom-‘i; the idea o:f:‘ his w:Lfe ‘bw.»
'13.‘ ,

1lding a houses

Amina made ;plans of bun.ldlng her house secrew Fvre

However when Mohamed,Aily's patternal uncle noticed, he

informed Ally of b:i.'i w:.:f'e's plans. A meetmg was a:n*ra»

nged between Ally, i ha.med_ and Amina to discuss the issue.

During the meeting MQ&: r"",‘d told. Ally that, man'’s power

and authority is ¥ a.n his a.'b:.ll'by to own and control

assets over h:.s w:.fé; IHH'e_ should_ th_erefo::e never allow o

rity to bis wifei™ In this way the

issue of Amna.*s m‘hén:{;ioﬁ %o build a house became very
sbrlcus a.nd their mazér:.ag\e became ori the rocks, To save
the ma'rm.a.ge A.tm.na soid the plot for 50,000 Shse She
hmfever aidvot despair &hé star‘ted again seore'bly by sew
nding some 50,000/= Shse to his father asking nin to

build a house; at homes

The father was very much excited when he received
such a big amount of money. He sent a letter thanking
his son inlaw as he thought it was impossible for a

woman to own such a large amount of money.15 When
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Ally became aware that his wife had sent some Shse 50§000/=
to her father he became very cross and once again their
marriage was threatened, Unfortunately Amina's fathemy
had misused all the money for drinking and marrying ano-
ther wifees No single sent was given to Amina's mothery

16

who later died in July 1987. In this way Amina gave

up her intention of building a house for her childrens

The main factor which shaeped the decision powexr for
building and owning the house in the case of Ally and Amina
was based on cultural values, as traditionally according to
Mernissi,17 Muslims prestige and authority depended on his
wealthe A4lly being a Muslim was influenced by these
values, and according to him it is a duty of a cdpable
Muslin husband o Brlfill his obligation to his wife by

providing her with the #ocessities and not vice Vérsa.sls

In concludlng we can argue 'bha‘t potrer in dec:.slon
ma.k:Lng over the oontrol and dwnershn.p of assets is asso~
ciated with milmrai values and practices which are Low
contradictory to the prevailing social economic cenditionse
This has a result of bringing Hension among the males and
the females because the females a;re now increasingly be—

coning producers and like to become autonomouse

. RIGHT OF INHERTTANCE

Ande was 50 yeawrs old and her husband Luba was 55

years olde They have 6 childrens The first two are male
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they are married and both live in Zairee There are also
two daughters who are both marriede One of them live in
Ukonga with her family &and another live in Skimo la Udongoe
The last two are still young a girl and a boy, one of them
is 14 years and another is 10 years olde They are in form
one and in standard seven respectivelye Mr. Luba and his
witels paren'bs‘ are Manyema originating from Zaires They
however-stiii have some cpnnébtions with Zaire because
othef relatives suoh: as their uncies live in Zaires

Mpr, Iuba and his wife weré staying &t Sinza in & |
fout bedrooned house, +b rooms ox sach dide of a oentral
corridor. tn Kigoma hey also hatte a house which +heyr
have reirted ite Mr, Inmba #as plafining to g6 back to Kix
goma after his retiremente He was thinking of selling
the house of Sinza and use the money to purchace a farm

at Kigonae

In Lugust 1988 Mr, Luba died suddenlye, He had ser—
ved for 30 years as a train driver with the central lines
At the time of his death he was approaching his compul=-
sory retiring agee He was expecting a total of Shse
80,000/= as his retiring benefit packagee This was
clearly known to his relatives who were expecting to share

the money with hime

When lMre Luba died his elder children were in Zairee
Because there is no good commmication between Zaire and
Tanzania the news of the death took about 3 weeks to reach

the sonse As such they could not attend their father's
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funeral and other formalities associated with funeralse.

Luba's 'brothers, Kitenge and Dotto saw the death of
their brother as a chance for them to accumulate some of
his wealthe After the mourning period, Kitenge and Dotto
inherited all important assets such as a fridge. Sewing
machiney; a cooking stove and Luba's clothings, Luba,'s'
sisters, Mariam and Hawa were given the amount of Shse
104000/= which was contributed by the people during the

19

funeral and left over after the mourning period was overe

Kitenge the elder brother asked Ande to choose be-
tween either to leave late Iumba's house and go back to her
fa.'bher'é village or stay in the late Iuba's house and Ki-
tenge inherit her as a wifes If Ande was to ,choosé to be
inherited by Kitenge this would mean that all other assets
would be the property of Kitenges If Ande was to choose v
to go bac;k to her home village she would remain pooxr he- .'
cause she has no property at her father's. As such Ande_
kept quiet and prayed that at least one of her elder chil-

dren were theres

When the elder children came from Zaire they went
to visit a witch doctor in order to understand the cause
of Mre Imba's deathe The witch doctor told them that
late ILuba was bewitched by Kitenge and Dotto who were en—
virous of late Luba's propertys They wa.'n:?:ed to inherit
his property. The children drové their uncles away, a;ild

resolved that their mother should stay in her late husband's



bouses They however let their uncles leave with any pro—
perty they had inherited, because it is taboo to quarrel
over the deadman's property.go Late Luba's retiring bene-
Pits pa.ckage was given by the railways authority in person
to inde, end with the advice of tl:_te elder children it was
é.ecided that the package be used ’fo:c upkeeping the mother

and the younger children.

'I‘h‘e:marriage Lct of 1971 covers aspeots of property
rights between the husband and the wife and rights of in-
heritance at the time of death or divorcee The law is in-
"'herently progressive as it provides that, Legally married
_women are entitled <o enheritance when their husbands

a’iét.gl However the law is not..so effective because it

coexists witg_ custonayry laar.which is based on traditiopal

values and religions beliefs,22 which reproduce wonen

subordinate positiones

As for the case of the late ILuba and his wife Ande
it was so difficult to follow the law as it is in accom=
dance to Manyema traditions for the man's property to be
inherited by his brothers at the time of deathe’> This

-is usually implemented through inheriting the widow, as.
by inheriting the widow it becomes automatically possible - -
to inherit the widows propertye However this system can
bring tension and confiict in the household due to contra—:

dictory developments which oall for changee Among the new:
~sontradictions are the urban developments in which less
extended families are prefered and each household mainta~
ins :H:'s’éif and accumidate its wealth which members are not.
ready to share,
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CONCLUSION

. The abave four events have demonstrated some of the
precesses taking place in the houscholds. Particularly
they have illustrated acitions against and for the prevas~
lent order between the females and the malese These ac—
tions are not organized along gn&xp linese They are done
individually that is, an individual woman protosting aga—
inst some processes like lack of decision making in :E‘inar-
ncial matters or othor matters pertaining to the 'we].:tl?are
" of Av'thé "house]'iolc_l. While at the same time the man strugg—
1;s .to ma.iﬁté.in his aunthority owver Adecisio‘n makinge The
soéiety at lazge including other women do not support
these iné.iﬁd.ual women due to cultural and ethinic prac—
tices. Howeve;c contradiction still preveils, as more
womén are becoming dominent producers, and exposed to 7
@ious culfural developmenise This make them to demand W\u:'e_

autonony. \
\
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Tt is comfiori among some African societies for a
mother to initidté the marriage of his son by cho-
dsing hin & bridei Various reasons may be given
to diséourage the son to marry a certain girl if
the’ dofit s mother does not like her, A4s a case of
Maria, a Morocco girl who had her marriage post-
poned for seven years because her mother inlaw
told his son that she suspected his future bride
was suffering from Tuber closis - see Merrissi, Fe

(1985) Beyond the VeilE Male, Female Dynamics in -
Muslim Society, Great Britaing Cambridge pe 123 —.
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Discussion with Sarah on the day of evente

Friendly talk with Sarah 13th Septe 1988,
Discussion with Nana in October 1987

Ibid

SCOPO Directive Noe 44 of 1981

SCOPO Directive Noe 52 of 1986

Tha rose.a.rcher..}w:smember of interviewing papel
Fatima, Me opecit pe 148

A formal discussion with Amina on lst June 1987
Ibid

Ibid
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

In summary the research attempted to throw light on
the problem of sexusl division of labour in relation to se=-. .
xual inequalitye The main argument being that,; one source
of sexual inequality is division of labour which is shaped
by the following factorse Firstly there are mzl‘hmal values
and practices which include religious beliefs, and practices,
educationa.l level ethinic practices and socialization which
is a means by which ocultural values are transmitted from
society to societye The second factor is social qrd econo—
mic conditions such as a position an individual occupies in
the household as well as in the wider society socially and .
economicallys Also how people can adapt themselves within
the social and economic enviromments in which they are li-
vinge Lastly type of occupatione Methodologically case
study approach was considered the most appropriatc method
for conduoting indebth interviews in order to obtain rich
and qualitative datoe Interviews were informals Also

data were obtained through observations.

The researched arca was Sinza in Dar es Salaame
This accommodates people from various parts of Tanzania
who have different cgltwa,l and ethinic practices in re-—
lation to houschold division of labour and responsibili-
biesy but who have also adapted city way of livings One
of our expectations was that cultural values and practices

play an important role inshaping the pattern of division



of roles and respongibilities in the households. It was
expected that major areas in which culture is Imac‘biced
is through religion, ethinic practices and educatioﬁo' Sow
cialization was argued to bé an important mechanism of
trensmitting cultural value_s from. one generatinn ":oﬁ ano~

there

From the data we found out thet the people of Sinza
included Christianse, Major denominations were the Roman
Catholics, the Lutherans end Anglicanse The people also
included the Muslims and traditional religion belieoverse
However it was very difficult to determine how different
religions influenced division of roles and responsibili~
ties in the householdse This is because some of ethinic

overlaps
values / with some of religious valuess One of the
ethinic values which overlaped with religious values 1s
obediance of the wife(s) to the husbande How..... there
were also some religious values which were contradictory
to some ethinic practicess Forexample it is according
to christianity to practice monogamys However some chrise
tians did not observe +his because their ethinic practices

allowed polygamye

Bducational wise the data showed that the people
of Sinza varied from graduate and diploma holders, seco—
ndéry educationists and certificate holders, those who
had lower than secondary school education and thosé who
had no formal educotione Couples who were degrees and

~ diploma holders tended to share decision making roles
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in houschold financess This was also true for the pré)fe-
. ssional women who tended ;"to have _ﬁwe powers in decision -
naking roles in the:'.f househdlds than their cmmterpa.'r‘és
" uneducated and unpréfoésibnz;.i womene This is because the
educated wives have becn exposed to various cultural prace
tices and the professional wives contribute to the housew

‘”_hold incomee

In events whers professional women wereo:denied the
rights of decision making powers in household matiersy
(decision on house building, decision on wifes occupation,
and decision on rearing a wife's daughtor), women resisted
r.'a,nd.’ there wore evidence of struggles between the wives and
the husbands although these struggles were individually
basede This indicates that the level of education influe
ences decision meking power between the ocouples and con-
firm our expectation that, cducation level shaped the pa~

ttern of dfvision of labour and roles in the houscholds

Another expectation was that ethinic practices
shape the pattern of division of roles and responsibilities,
and that these ethinfc practices are maintained through
socialization prooess."l The data r.evealed. that, the people
of sinza had patterns §f division of roles and labour
which were being maintained through socialization, Tasks
performed by girls were of the same nature as those per—
formed by their motherss Also tasks performed by boys
were of the same nature as those performed by their fatherse

Taboos were important modhanisms of maintaining these valuese
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Those who broke the taboos on duty allocation according
to sex werc believed to meet some sort of misfortune or
somé sort of a curse. Children of either sexe Choose
their subjects and cwbitions basing on their sexes, beoar
use certain subjects were thought to preéa.‘ce children for

their future woles of being o wife or a husbands

On ohe event, o womon ok deried fights of inheri-
tance becatse it wes aboorditig to their ethinic practice
for the hrothers to inherit the wealth of their dead bro-
ther plus the wifes Beliefs in witch craft scared the
deceased sons and wife to demand back the deconsed wealthe
This shows how cultural values shape the patterns of di-
vision of roles and responsibilities and confirm our expe-—
ctations that cul”curaiﬂvalues which are maintained through
socialization contribute to the shaping of patterns of

division of roles and responsibilitics.

I+ was also expectod that economical conditions
such as a position in which an individual occupies in the
househiold shape the pattern of division of\roles and res—.
ponsibiliticse The data wevealed that in those households
which either a wife or the husband dominated in production
for the household, she or he was also dominant decision
naker in matters related to household finances and other
important decisions. The findings also revealed that in
households which one of the marriage partiner was wealthier
than the other at the time of marriage, the wealthier par-

tiner had more say and control of household incomes and
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assetss In this respect where the partiners at their
marriage were both wiwealthy and struggled to accumilate
their wealth together,; the tendency was to have equal say
in decision making rolese This confirmed our expectations
that ecconomic conditions shape the pattern of division of

roles and responsibiliticse

We also expected to find out that adaptation to
the urban environments, that is engaging with economic
activities inorder to cope with harsh economic conditions
hasg: an effect of shaping the pattern of division of roles

and responsibilities,

From the findings we gathered a number of house-—
holds in which wives had engaged themselves in various
.economic activities inorder to supplement meagre finances
given to-them by their husbandse Also there were some
hushands and wives engaged in other econcmic activities
together inorder to supplement the houschold incomess
This was a way of adapting themselves in harsh ecgonomic
conditions of the city life wvhich also have an effect of '
shaping their roless & muber of these women gained auto-—
nomy in matters relating to household finances and other
household matterss But other women did not gain this
autonomye This depended on many factors such as who
contributes more in the houschold income between the
bhusband and the wife. In households where the wife co-—

ntributed more she also had more autonomy and vice veorsae
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However the case was notb always truee Other factors such

as culturel values -and pra.o*bioes were equally importants

Another expec‘t‘afion was that 'byibé of occupation
contributes to the shaping of the pattern of division of
lebour and responsibilities in the households, The data
revealed that, certain types of occupation influence di-
vision of tasks and roles in the hoﬁseholdsi It was re-
vealed that, households which had nurse wives had some
degree of a shared household tasl_cs performance between
their bhusbands and themselvess Specifically the task.,
of child rearing was performed by the husbands cspociam—
11y at +times when the wives were in night shifts., This
was done personally or by supervising the house servant

who is responsible for the rearing of the childrens

The findings also indicated that where the husband
was engaged in a duty which required him to travel a lot
the wife was involved in most of the household tasks and
had some responsibilities in terms. of decision makinge
On the other hand travelling frequently influenced po—
lygomy and cenhanced the male powere Also the findings
indicated that army officers and policemen tended to
dominate in decision meking in all matters, due to the
nature of the Job which imvolves decision making by
commandings In this respect our expectation was con-
firmed as occupation was seen a contribubting factor
in shaping the pattern of division of roless and res-

ponsibilities in the houscholdse
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We also expedted to £ind some relations\lﬁp between
the pa'btez;n of spending leisure time activities and a pa-
ttern of performing houschold taskse The data also indi-
cated that, households which were characterised by unsha~
red role pattern were also- cheracterised by unshared lei-

sure activities and vise verpas This is mainly due %o

' couples interests.s Where the oguples spent most of their

time together performing the household tasks, they also
tended to develop similaxr interests in leisure a.ctivj.’bi_es.
This also confirms our expectation that leisure time aoti-
vities had relationship with the pattern of division of

labour and responsibilitiess

We also found out that women in the area organized
thenselves under "utani" relationships where some of the
household tasks were performed together, eéspecially during
important occassions such as marriage and funeral éeremo—
niess This we argued was one step foward towards socia—
lization of household tasks which has an advantage of reli-
eving off the women some of their }rorkloads. These "utani

relationships however are not organized for struggling for

womens autonomy in their householdse

With the above we confirm our earlier argument that,
household division of labour in this pa.rf of Dar es Salaam,
is shaped and naintained by various factors including social
economic 'fac‘bdfs, mzi‘ln_xcal values, types of occupations
and adaptation to city lifes Given limited Tesources and

time this study was carried to Zinza alones We strongly
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believe that knowing the division of labour in the urban
Tonzoanion households much deeper will bring a better wn-
derstanding of the problem of sexual inequalitys This
is because it is through uneqgual division of labour and

_ responsibilities that sexual inequaii-by is derived, This
would be beneficial theoretically as well as pra,ctioallya‘
Theoretically we feel that further researches can be made
in other areas of Dar es Salaam as well as ether urban
arcas espocially on how ocultural practices shape the did
‘vision of labour, The method appropriate to this study
is cose study approack since it enables most qualitative
data to be obtained, and it allows easier penetration to
the households private informations Cases ranging from
self employed, employed in the formal sector, educated,
uneducated and from various ethinic background, could.

reveal a more comparative pictures

As we gothered from the study that there had been
ﬂs-bruggles between women and men which were individually
based we think that these struggles are o manifesbtation
of a problen of power relations between men and women
in the households, Wec awe of the opinion therefore that
this could be an area which policy makers, women's orge~—

nizations and other govermment orgenizations can address

theirsclves toe
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APFENDIX I

SCHEDULE OF INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

- PERSONAL PARTICULARS

Lo
2e
3
4o

Nameqo.ooooocooaoooyoooooooaoqeooopooo

“
S~exﬁ.....00....0.0.’....‘Q.....O......O

Ageoooc.oooc-ooooooooooooooocooooooooo

Marital Statusoqoooooooonooooooooooooo

QUESTIONS OUTLINES

e
e
Te
Be
Fe
106

" 1le

Usual time for waking up

Usual time for going to bed

Exfcurriozzlar acbivities

Leisure time activities

Time for resting

Whether there is a house helper

- If yes the helpers sex

The helpers duties

Household tasks performed by members of the

householde

(2)
(b)
(o)
(a)
(e)
(£)

(g)

(n)

preparing treckfast

sweeping the yard

laying 'bhe‘ table

cooking food for children/rearing children
draﬁing water

procurement fuel (fire wood, charcoal,
kerosene, gass)

small scale trades eg - selling buns,
bread charcoaly nilk, fried fish

other economic activities eg, gardening
carpentry, tailoring masonry, timber
selling, transportation



12,

13

Yo

15

164

17,

18,

19%

(i)  shoping.

. (3) washing and ironing clothes

(k) cooking for members of households

(h) clearing the toble, washing dishes

Whose duty is to toke care of the sick members of
the household including childrens And whose duty
is to rear children

Income: (a) husbands income

(v) wife's income
Your income
Who keep the family income

Who nakes major household decisions between the wife
and the husband, (mention the decisions)

Who owns and controls houschold assetse (Mention
the assets and who controls which),
(Question 18 to 21 age for women only)
How do you find the household tasks
(i) +iresome

(ii) enjoyable
What kind of help in performing the house hold
tasks do you get from the followings:

(i) your husband

(ii) davghters

(iii) sons



204

21,

224

23e

24,

264
30,

31e

326

336

344

35

- How do the following reaot if any of the housechold

tasks eg cooking delays
(i) your hushand
(ii) your daughters

(iv) your sons
Are ycﬁ. employed
If yes what is yowr position
What is your educational level?
Courses undertaken
Are you engaged in any other economic aetivities?
If yes what a.re' they (mention them)

What kinds of problems you encounter in those
economic activities,:

How did you obtain your first capital

How meny shillings did you start with?

How mueh profit do you got

Is your capital grawing
If not why



38,

39

43

44e

45

464

47

48

49

159

(for women only)

Did you ever hed an opportunity to go to college
after narriage?

If not why?

Do you have ample time to attend
(2) adult education class
(b) correspondence courses

(c) attend overtime duties

What kinds of problems do you encoumter when carring
out the above dubicse

How many children do you have

Mention their sex

Do you live with dependants

ire they related to whom (lmsband or wife)

What kinds of household duties do you expect them
Yo help you?

Is there any taboos related to household tasks per—

formance for girls and boys?

(b) If the taboos are broken what happens?

Do you have children who go to school?

‘Mentiomn . their classes

50 & 51 What kinds of subjects do you think are appro—-

priate for girls and boys why?
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53e

54+

50
56

57a

584

(For Boys only and Girls only)

) 60

(1) What is your Name
(ii) Sox

(iii) Aee

What type of household tasks do you like mosd
and why?

What kind of household tasks do you late most and

why

That is your ambition

Whot kind of subjJects do you like

Do you ample time to do school assignments at home

If not why?

What do you do during your leisurc time?

NeBs

Question 25, 27, 28, 36, 37, 40, 41, 42
deleted after the pilot study was conducteds
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