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(ii) 

So much have been said a.bout the problem of sexual 

inequality, but little have been done to in the oontext 
' 1 ' . 

of household div:Ls:Loh of labour in urba.n Ta.nza.nian house-

holdso 

This stud.y sets out to investigate the division of 

labou-r in Urban Tanzania.n household, and how i t contributes 

to sexual ineg_uality, by exa.mining factors shaping and pei­

petuati:ng the division of labour in the urban Ta.nzanian 

householdo 

The target population of iïhis s-m.dy w·,9l~-- the house­

holds located a.long Sheki.lango road in Sinza area. The 

area is betwee~ Robert Mugabe Primary School and gra;ve yard.S, 

whioh is the heart of Sinza. The area. has approximately 500 

households f'rom which 29 researched households were pioked• 

Data collection was done tbrough indebth interviews 

and observation, and beoause the households had some diffew 

rent oha.raoteristios case study approach was used and g_~ 

lified data was obtained. 

The findings as n. whole revealed that there were 

some social prooesses which contributed to the shaping 

and perpetuating the division of labour __ in the urban 

Tanzanian households. Such processes included social 

economic conditions, occupation, cultural values, and 

religiono, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Introduction .nnd, Statemant of Problem 

The inequo.li ty between sexes, tha.t is; diff<m0%l00s 

1n power o.nd. eoonomio sto.tus betweon mon a.nd: women is a. ·:: 
. ;-, 

quostion whioh continues to be one of the i®ues in pr,esent 

da.y Ta.nzo.nia.n sooioty. !Ju3pitc of the polioy of sooi~ism 

and. solf :t'Olienoo as pronounoed by the 1967 Arusbo., Deo~ 

tion1 there OO.'"G a nunber of d.iffe:renoos ootween ~.~ and'. 

· ,romon. ïn terras of opportunities, obli&,-ations mld power. 

While inequali ty ma.y be referred to as the a.et of 

depriving Olll8 oa.tegory.of.peoplo logitimate.vaJ.uad positions 

or :t'8Wél.1'ds in a. sooiety and giving tho same to a.nothor, in­

equali ty b.etweon s~es as Rossi 1 conte:nds11takes f orms ra,.. 
. ~ : 

~ ~ OJq)licit l.Gga.l statutes to informa.l social 

pressure. In analysing how Yomen ma.y be sa.id to be un­

equal to men Bhe is of the opinion that, women a.ra more ai-. 

f:tocted. by this inf'ormal social pressure inequaJ.ity than 

the explioit lega.1 statuts inoquality. She gives an exa.m~le 

of a sooioty which a.pplies pressure on Girls to avoid cor--
. . 

ta.in oooupationa.l choices and oncouragos boys a.a having 

such form of :i.nequalit·y. 

In its worst fora èOX iheqooli ty iS a. questiort o:f 

vomdn ihsubord.irtation and oppression me~rling pia.oitig them 

in a. lower hiera.rohic ranlc and de].lt"iv:i.ng them the right.of 

deoision mak:ing in mntters perte.ining to their lives, re..,_ 

peotivel.y. 
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Wh:Ue there.may be an agr:eenent on the exist-enoe of 

sexual inequality, vi~ .differ as .. to the co~~ ~ç,ns w:moh JP.-V.-e 
.. . . .. . . ',; .... 

·. ;·,. 

mse-. to th;is- ph~enon; · .Furth.ermore discussiollS3 on sex: in-. 
. ' .. -. ~ .. 

~ue.liti8B3 usual'.cy foous.:on the _issues:, related _to, enployment; 
. :'Et ..... 

p;romotions, and gener&l.:cy in the public· domain su~~- '-r;p.th~ · ·, 
• • ... ··- .. ·= ';.:.· ,. ·. -·· . 

_ l'lWllb~; of,_.~en who. are _mini.stw.,t ~-t~~~?;f,~ qf. ~~~~ ~fJF · . 
~.• ~ i : .)},~\~·'.~j"-~ ! ·'.l;:'.':' ... ~ ·t; . . ·;.r_·-~·;-. "'-)· ·:~·.: ~:·,.,;-:;--·· • · ··;~~' .,-..:·· ,. ·_-,·~·'"'Y,.· "., :·, ' '· ~:· r• ·: ;;-~- ::-"""~--~ ~~:~-~:: ·• -~ . t·; ... ~ --~ .. ·-':: . 

or:.womep who nav·e. gone .for further. s:tudi·es.:" !!Jh:J.§ !~ yfp.m 13.fiffr. · 
-··-~- .r. _: .. ·• -~_:/ ·-~·· ~·1.:::1·:·.- . _1J.:: ·. 

~E!Ca~lity 1.83 talked :. ;Ln tsrms, of:~~ cont.œt. On ·the> otherr 
; . -: -~.- ·. --~~- ~ ... : .. •. . ·:).-~. . -· _ ...... ·:- ,. . 

J:la~:. when l:lEm: :lnequ.ality ia talked'. ~ r$t:lon to :t"U.al. co:rrtert 
:;_~.';r::., •. ·.:-·:..~. ,· .-., _ .... , "'· \''" - . : :· . . . 

t~è·· ciüeèt1oxr· tir:r:8lat·œ, to .. ~un:1 ~ 1.~11~~ 
. ,...,~: •t-: •:/;:,-:'s~:.:;'\, I';"-~. ::-~ • • :: •• ~:; '. -;·~ ! !' '~'·•.:: • {~ ·.' ... :-. , ..... · ! '1._ 

This-~ is.,arranged, 1ll ~~~-. :e~l~~ ~it -1!~r ~~,i·. 
. ·. . . . . ., ., · .... ) . - ·.•. • ·::; - .• ~ . ., . ·~t : ,.:·' . -· . .. . ~.' ,. 1 "" 

obapter.:· is a genaral int:t'oduotion to the ~hian · a,~< m'..ethodQlogy, 

the s eo'o~ chapt er. denls ;vdt~ a bistorical ~~ of ho::m,tr 
1 .! • • • 

divisidn o:!' le.boui!' by' ~sing the ~an si~tion ,~\lring 

the .. ~lor:dal pariod; cblo:nial period .ana. P9St ool.o.ni&l pœiod ·_ 
. . 

in oomp!U':i.son wi th capi tllist, socialist and other thi,ràJ womd 
' . 

oountries. Obaptw~tb:t-ee is•,concerned with res~h $Ctivity~ 

!Ihe- ~i:œ$,; part~ of the cbaptat'. is the presenta.tion of ~- and 

!Ilhim i.e dOne by E1ILPirical aJ11ZD1 nation of the case . . 

. 'h . 

studiesj · Th~ àim 1s to ax:enplify the d:i.vision of tasks :reatx)nsi-.. 
- ... ·- (· 

bilit1eài .. Î~ ~wer.·:·rœltio:œ,,in the houseboldm by :;Looking into 
. !,.''(',"::, .\ 

• ' • '( • I • ~ • :' ~.~ ,-. ' "• 

the.;-;intEJL"fla"1. ~osc1whiQhJ1.re responsible with the shap:i.ng, 

6f. th~. :di::);Ù}t~ri of'. labour. .... ~e second part of the Cbtl.pter dE&ls.; 

with epi~oâ.~::for the purpose of 'illustxating the struggles:: and 
•: ~; ,-'~~f -~fy,;·~~~it -.' ··' '. ' 

*êt:to~ tk~$ ~:~ the resul t of the division of labour. Obapta' 
'r., ,t .. ,. ; 

tô~0

:· f.s t&. summary and a conclusion to the atud;y • 
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3 

Significa.nce of Study 

Inspite a oonsidera.ble munber of studies on sexuaJ. 

inequa.J.ity in Tanzruli.a., ve-izy li ttle is known in Ta.nzania. 

about sexual inequality in relation to household division 

of labour especially in the urba.n Ta.nzania.. ir'bis study is 

both theoretically and. emph'ioally interesting as it laya 

grounds -:for f'urther resee:rch on the sooial eoonomio miel 

cultural d.yna.mioe of the urba.n Tanzanian hou.seholds• 

Researoh Problem 

This study sets out to investi.gate the divlsion of 

1 labour in the hôU$ehold.s in the urban eontezt1 ho:ping to 

f'ind. hem far household. di.vision~ labqur oontribui;es to 

sex inequality, and see the form in whioh sex inequality 

tak,es place in the urba.n oontext. Given the kind.s of 

could revea.l tous an understa.nd.ing of some of reasons of 

sex inequalities whioh ore prevalent in our sooiety. 

LITERATURE REV'lEW 

Dif'f'erent theories have been offered by di:f'ferent 

theorists in trying to explain the problem of se:x:ua.l ine­

quali tyo There a.re those who see "patriarcb;t' a.s a key 

source of soxual incqu.aJ.ity• Others see oapitalist pro­

duction as a source of se~l inoquality. Some oontend that 

l>iologioa.l reproduction is a source of' se:J1.,ia.l inoquality, 
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, .. 

while othe~s oonsidor idoology as a. source of sexua.l inèqu­

ality and those who see sexua.l division of labour as â source 
?·,: 

of sêx ineque.lity • 
. -· ,,, 

·· ;,In her BJ:'ticle HSexua.l Division of Labour, tho case 

2 . 
of NU1'sing1 Ga.rma.nikov dofinos patriaJ.10113" a.s "an a.utonomous 

sye:l;pm of social relations, botween mon and womon in whioh 
•'~~' 
' 

men ~ cèl.omna.nt" ~ She rolatos tho medioinos struoturo of 

q6çto~1 nurse a.nc1. patients in which the dqotor is supertort 
t) ~ ':_ 
'· 

111th ~ :t:lµni.liaJ. struoturo {)f huabe=.,wif'e and ob.ildron in 
\', t · is · 
which tho ll\2Sbmld/ suporior• 3 

. ·: -,.1-. 

, :-f:3ll,e .a.s.~orts tb.a.t nursing illustra-tes a stra.tif'iod 
~-,, ·~\ . .,, 

·afv1Jion of lflbo~ betwoon llUL'Sing and medicinos. Wherea.s 
. ' . : . ~. : 

m~dihi.hos ,~t<?.s in oontrollii:lg and directing the healing 
. ,··, :. 

-~r~~s~ ni.ire~ ?()CÙpios a subordina1;e position as a. nuttee 
:..• ' ·, : ~ . \ 

6nl.y ~tchos s;ynptoos of patients and reports them to the 

:~c-b~i~. N~;:s ikiike à.octors are not allowcd to initia.ta . ' . 
\. 

the Mi-:i.l.i~g J;tr'ooess of' th~ ~tionts. 

She f'tifther a.ssorts that, bo~h patx-ia.rohal ideology 
• '• \ • 1 

ànd nursins ideo1ogy à.re ba.sed on na.turalism in thoir ope"'." 

rations.4 

Millot5, agTees with Garma.nikov sho is of the opinion 

that, !)ati-iaroby is a key oatalyst for soxual inequa.lity. 

She argues tbat, oa:pitalist sooicties have signifioa.nt 

olass difforonces l)etwoon mon and not bctween women. This 

is beoauso wha.tever the class of their 1Jirth and education 

the females have ·fewor olass associations tb.a.n the males. 
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Feoalos axo econoraically dependont on no.les. This rao.kos 

fomalos a:ffiliation with any class 11a tfl.llGential and tempo­

re;ey mattor. n 

Millett1 s analysis is among the thoorctical attompts 

to fill gaps left by traditio.nal Ma.r;id.sts in the women qU-:­

estion9 thnt is the reduotion of se;g:ual inequality to eco~ 

mism. Rowevor hor foous on patria.rohy as a central issue 

in the women• s question romains pro1Jlooatio. This is boca.-
a 

use she sees patria.rcby as /universé:',l modo of' domination 

of fomaJ.es by males. Furthormore her a.nalysis lacks spooi~ 

fioity of the operations of patriarchy throug).2 timo. li.lso 

hor analysis fa.ils to show hovr patriaroby rola.tes to other 

forms of opp:rossion and domination. For example it is not 

nocessa:rily t;ru.e that all non have authority over women. 

Some women raa.y ho.vo authority over certain types of' men1 

chilcb:-en o.rld womon, as may be the case of a polygamous hou­

sehold whero the senior wifc has authoi--i ty aver junior wives~ 

Also as the case is in societios where ~ nothor inlaw has 

authority ovor hor son and hor da~1ghter inlaw.6 

This shows how Millott' s dom.nation of fonalos by 

raales is overgeneralised. It is our contention that fomales 

domination by males depends on many f'actors which shape the 

division of le.lJour like oul tural values9 social ocononic 

conditions and ty-~e of occupation. 

In attempting to ovoroome Millett 1 s theoretical 

problems, Mc Donough and Harrison7 together disouss patri­

a.rcby in relation to a given oode of production. They 
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argue that patriarchal relations tako their particular forms 

from the dominant modo of :production. Thoy give an e:x:a.m.ple 

of a capitaJ.ist mode of production whereby patriarcb.y ope~ 

~ates tbrov-&;h class relations in a way that the relations 

of h"UIJan re:p:L'oduction bocomo central to the subordination 

of woraen. Different contradiotions ma;y arise for women of 

di.fferent class positionso By this thoy ncan that patri~ 

chy is not necessa.rily the solo structura within whioh wooen 

are subordins,teda The oain elements through which patria.r­

chal 1'0lations O]:)erate have specificity and are historical. 

Tb.ese t"t,.ro authors 0XJ;llain fùrthcr that althQUGh woraen 

a;re placed in two linkcd structures of patria;roby and. elass 

the olass l)osition limits the conditions o.nd forms of patri­

a.rcby. ]';. w:i.fe may be in her husband.t s class but they may 

not have equivalont relations to the raeans of production. 

îfuicheve:i:' clasa the wif'e enters, the o.i.---ucial structure of 

b.o1"' suJ)OJ."à.in(l.tion depends on the access to the cicans of 

production for horsal:f a.nd hor husba.nd. This division of 

property l)otwoon sox ultirmtoly f'unctions in the intorest 

of eapital • 

.â1thoü0h McDonbugh 1s a.nd Ea.rrisonts anaJ.ysos exd 

'botter th.an th.at of M~llott in the -viow that thoy have t:t'iod 

to iink tho modo of human-roproduction with patrio.rcl1y thoy 

don't escape tho prol)lem o:f econonic detorminism. Kuhn8 

in an a.itempt to ovorcomo this oconomc dotorr:û.nism su­

ggosts that tb.o fanily is the principal sito of the 
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opcr[;.tion of 1)0.trio.rcho.l rolationso To hor tho fnnily J.1110 

1xco1xirty I.•olo.tions nnd psyob.ic rolatiomi which v.ro histoI'i­

call;r SIJocifj_c botwoon Bon end wonon. Sho furthcr a:ce,'l.1.os 

tho.t pe..:t:eia.rohy l.mitor:J l)oth sots of rolntionso ITowovor sho 

horsol:f O{;t·oos that this o.nalysis is l)e.sod on the diffioul ty 

in tr·ncinr:; patria.rclml fmïily rolntions in thoir historioo.l 

spocifïci ty in c, g:i. von modo of p:r•oduction., 

REIATIONS OF PRODUCTION AND SEJXUKL :mE~U.A.LIT'I 

Tho uain ad.voco.tos of rolo.tions of 11roduction v.s tho 

lx1.sis f'm: so:1.'1.K'-l inoqw:üi ty aro MüJ'."'..,c 2.ncl Engels and Orthodo:::r: 

l'IarY..ist foninists,,Engel.-n~ nain a"t'C,"'L'!ffiont is that, 

11 Tho si01'li:fica.nt charnctoristio of 1;1onogarnous 
narr:i_::.,c;o was i ts transfornation of tho nuclea:ï:' 
fo.rül;i into the l)asic 00011.ouio l.U1it of society9 
wi tlün which a wooan nnd chilcb:-en l)eoano do:po:­
ndont upon an inà.ividunl nano /:.:d.sinc in conju­
ction with orJ_)loitativo class rolo.tions this tra­
ns:fo:ri:mtio:n rosul tod in tho opp:ï.'Ossion that he.s 
pc1•sistod to tho pro sont dayo 11 

19 

J3y this Eri .. C!!ls ï.:Jonns thc~t tho oppross:i..vo i'nnilial role.tions 

wo mq:icrionco toda}~ energed vtl th ox.1,loi tativo rolo.tions of 

1:iroduction. 

On the sano quostion ]ïa.rx10 
a:x'[~Os that du-ring tho 

rrocoss of chanc~~ fron Banuf'actt..1rinc to industrializâtion, 

spocinJ.izE:,tion 1)0000013 Dore cviclonto Instoad. of a division 

of' lt>.1)ol.D~ 1Jnso(l. on tho corporation c.aonc; thoso workinc in 

o. pa:ctioulm:" uo:-ckshop or traclop o. nou :forn o:f division of 

labour intensifiod OZlJloi tation tb.rou,:).i fostorinr; coaro-

tition .. 
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requiroraonts of raodorn industry and rolations of production 

of capitalism. Lif0 long spociality of handling the samo 

tools now booaoc the lifo long speciaJ.ity of serving ono 

and the samo machino8 Marx furthor a.rguos, 

nrnsofa.:r as machincry dispenses with muscula.r 
power, it bocomos a t1oans of omploying la.bourors 
of sli@.1t musculfU" strength, end thoso whoso 
bodily dovolopmont is incomploto, but whose 
liobs arc all more sup:pleo Tho labour of womon 
and chilcœen wa.s thcr0fore the first thing sought 
for 1)y capi tali st s who uscd machinery o 11 ll 

!Iero Marx is in lino wi th nat1.1ralistic assumptions as ho 

implies that wor:1on• s pbysical strenf,rth is less than mon' s. 

Marx contcmds that when women and childrcn m-o omplo­

yed tho rosistance whioh male operativos had to the dcvelop­

ment of maohinery in manuf'acturing poriocl is b.roken down1 

and now fa.mily relations which arc more e~ual arc creatoa... 

Also the eriatonco of labour fosters competition. This is 

to the ad.vantagc of capital, as the vaiuo of labour po·wer 

is lowered sinco the oosts of reproduction of labour is 

s:proad all crver the members of the fara:i.lyc In this way 

the propotion of working day in which the labourer can work 

oan be lowerod and more surplus value thus c:reated. Howe­

ver Marx and Engels allude to va.rious form.s of :political 

and ideoloGical repression which ma.y be ultima.toly based 

on productxve relations and not nocessaJ:'ily reduciblo to 

production rolationsa 

FLu,thormore the concepts of the dictatorship of the 

proleta:dat and the wi therinG of the stato presupposes that 
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inequali ty 1rould. romain after the socialist revolution and. 

that other forms of inequalities are to be fought by the 

prolota.ï.'iat dut'ing the transition to conmru.nism.12 

REPRODUCTIOJL:_'i:ND SEXUIJ.i INEQUALI'l'Y 

Accordins to Ba.rrett13 some schola.rs sec sexual ino­

quality as routed in biologi.cal reproduction. Thesc theo­

rists use concepts like social production, biOlogical re~ 

production and reproduction of llobout'force without clea.rly 

'Bhowinc how they are interrelatedo A good exa.mrile given by 

:Barrett is Soccorabe1\ who see womon 1 s v.npaid. domestio 

labour a.s serving productive forces and relations of prer 
duction requil.~od by capital. Alsoi Firestone views women 

as traditiona..11.y trapped in the childbea.ring :f'unction and 

this meke them una.blo to pa.rticipato full in social life 

on equal teros to raen. Inorder to be equal to men they 

should be :freod from this trapo 

In l)rief bioloGical reproduction is seen as essential 

in roproducing the relations of production by produc:i.ng 

chilili:'on who a.1:'e the future labour force., Reproduction of 

labour force is in dual form. On one side labour force is 

rel)rocluced l)y biological reproduction, and on another ha.nd. 

i t is rcproducecl by provid.ing tho lal:Jou.r wi th natural ne­

cessi ties including food. The faoily is seen as an esse­

ntial unit in wh.ich the second aspect of labour reprodt10~ 

tian takes placeo (That is providin3 tho la1Jour wi th na.­

tu.ral necessities)o In this case wonen aJ:e seen having 
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great role -~o play in maintaining thc:i labour force which 

has a result of placing the women in interior position. 

This analysis iG'flores the fact that the house wife 

raay also 1Je a wage le.1)ourer who is eŒploi ted in the la1JoUJ.> 

market and also oppressed at the household lovel. As a 

resul t tJ:,..is analysis does not deal wi th contradictions be­

tween the domc:istic sphere and the production sphere of 

16 worko This a.nalysis does not answer the question wby 

there are different forms of male donination in different 

modes of' production as sexual inequaJ.ity is not unifarra in 

all the societies inspite of the sir.lila.rity in lJiological 

reproduction. Such èifferent forms of male domina.tice can 

be seen in different societies. Bri tain for ~xanple illus­

tra.tes a form of oale domination mostly found in the labour 

ma.rket.17 In USSR nale domination is mostly found in dire­

ctive ~reerial executive :f'unctions as well as in political 

life.18 While in African Societies male dominance is found 

in the household and extend to other sph.eres.19 

Mo.reover such analysis centres on woraen1 s roles in 

biological reproduction with the historically S]_)ecific que­

stion of thei.~ role in ensuring the rep~oduction of male 

labour power and maintaining their relations of dominance 

of capi talist procluction wi thout explaininQ" wby woman 

should l)c assic;ned spocial rolos in thoso sphoros of pro­

duction. Also this an.a.lysis is a naturalistic one in the 

senso that it is assumed sexual inequality like the rolo 
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of reproduction in wonen is natural. This means that notbing 

can be clone to oradicate such inequali ty 1Jecause i t is na:l;u;i,, 

ral. 

]J)EOLOOY J.îB A BASIS OF SEXUI-l.L INEQUALITY 

The concept of ideology as a central issue in so:x:ua.l 

inequality is brought fowa.rd by sone of the pluralists whose 

nain assunption is that tho traditionul sex role differe­

ntiation is (,Tounded in the 11pbysiolocical and social di~ 

fferencesn botwoen sexeso This a.rguoont is :presentea. by 

Rossi20 in ber article "sex inequality the beginning of 

ideology1 • Rossi asserts that a responsi1)ili ty of pm-ents 

thenselves a.né!. not of the community in child boa.ring and 

rea.ring is a result of sexual ideolog-y. The consequence 

of this 1)elief is to keep the woBen tied olosely to the 

hone. Accord.iris to Rossi the most important theorist of 

sexual :i.déo1ogy is Fli-~ons._w~·a argues that~ 

"A segres-ation of sëx roles has euerged to 
ehsuro tha.t thei:r rèspective inoumbents do21 not oooe into coopeti tion Wi th ench other11 

Parsons defines this sex role differentiation in 

terras of (i) instrunental role or goal attainmcnt and. ada,­

ption, the relationship of family.ancl vrider society. 

(ii) Expressive role or integration whioh is the internal 

structure of the family. For Parsons, vtlu.le men 

:f'ulfil the instrur:iontal rolos wooen fulfill the expressive 

roles because women are tied with the bearing ancl rearing 
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tasks an~ because the tension between kinship systems require 

a oleaJ:' segregation of sox roles. The man is ascribed the 

instrum.enta.1 rolo whilc tho woman is removcd from coml)Otition 

within the oooupational system by her con:fi:nement within the 
.. ;22 

family• . 

This imfl~es that the woman's role in the family is 

portra.yed onl.y in cultural terms. This rules out the econo­

mio roie of womcn•s domestio labour. Parsons has overlooked 

the economic implication of women1 s vl'at:,"'0 labour as according 

to him the number of women with young child:ren in the labour 

force is sntall and not increasing. Also jobs that womèn do 

tend. to be of lbwor ~tatus.23 

The oexua.l division of labour can be traced f'rom 

primitive oocietien. According to Engels 24 the division of 

labour in :purely :p:cimi tive societies was based between sexes 

only. The men f'o1;ight, hunted and did the f'ishing, procured 

the raw materials for food and tools neoessa.i.--y for doing so. 

The women looked after their houses and :prepa.red food and 

clothing. Ilowever bath men and women were masters in their 

fields and owners o:f instruments which they used and made. 

The hou.'3ekee:ping work was communally made among several and 

often many fo.milics. 1n1at was made and used in common was 

common property. 

Many wri ters have wri ten about household di vision of 

labour but ma:ny have not a.nalysed it in relation to se:x.ual 
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inequ.ality. Others have placed it in a secondary role in 

conuibuti!lG to se:ia.w..l inequnli ty., 

J3ott24 in hc:i:- study of farnily and social net work 

in -London agToes that in all of the rosea.rohed fa,-

milics~ althouch theyva.riod a great deal in their social 

m-ransements there was a basic division of labour in whioh 

the husband was p:-rimm.~ily responsible for support.inG the 

family financially and the wife was primarily responsible 

for husework and child ca.rea 

Bott's work a:i.ms at oonsidering the exa.minations of 

perso:na.lities of husba.nd and ·wifo and the relation between 

themo But sho never answers the question wby su.ch rela­

tionsb.ip exists. She is also unable to relate familial 

relatioûships with other social and econoraic factorsa 

Most stti.dies of household division of 1a1)otir arid. 

sexual inequality arc basod on the assurnption that, sexual 

division of labour is a natural phenomenon. It is our 

contention that sexual division of labour is nota natural 

phenomenon beoause sexual division of labol.U' is not uniform 

in all the sooietioso In some societies for example the 

task of constructine houses may be allocated to males 

and in some societies the task may be allocated to females. 

It is therof'ore 2•ealistic to axgue that se:imal division 

of labour in relation with some other forces countributes 

to sexual inequality. 
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In summary the above theorists have not been vèry 

suocessfuJ. in link:ing the issue of women with gendèr relai,.. 

tiens. Gend~r relations have riot been deeply d.iscussed 

wi tbin sooio-cul tural and econoril.i_o ~F'ame-work of :power re­

lations in the household. Theories which aJ:>e based on an 

assumption that patriaroby oontributes to sexual inequality 

are f'aced with the d.ifficulty in traoing pa.tria.roha.1 fa.mily 

relations in their historioaJ. s:peoificity in a given mode of 

production• The o::rthodox Marxists who argue tha.t relations 

of production contributc to sexual inequality are faced with 

the problem of reduotionisms in the sense that they reduoe 

each kind of inequality to production relations and thus 

taking for granted that sexual inequality will end with a 
based 

socialist revolution theorists who have/their analysis on 

the assumption that se:x:ual inequality is an effect of bio­

logical reproduction tend to be naturalist and they oall for 

palliative measures. Those who relate the pro1)lem of se:x:ual 

inequa.lity to ideology have tended to neglect economic and 

other factors whioh aJ:'e also important to the problem. 

STUDIES OF ummr QUESTION :rn TANZANIA 

Women studios in Tanzania have adoptod more or less 

the same f'ramework in analysing the women question. This 

ha.a resulted into the same proble:o faced by other feminists 

outside Tanzania. 

. 26 
Madsen studios soxual incqua.li ty in Tanzmua in 

relation to unequal access to means of production between 
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diffcrent sexes, Such means of production a.re land.t èapital 

and technology. 
' j i • • ' • . /. C 

Sho D.ï?gues that inspa.to tho pol:i.cy of Ujà.-

maa this incquali ty has not l)eerî' eraô.icat&d. 1Jooàu'.se the im-

plementation of Ujam~ reveals a gap .bo~êen the :i.déology; 
; 1: 

strategy and actual praxis.:?; The main reason for this 

gap is beca.use priva.te prôtcrty has boo:n rotainod with i ts 

traditio:bal ho"tisoheîld struoiuro pa.rallol to oolloctivo ec~ 

nomic spherco 

Sho givos a.n oxamplo that, traditiona.i soxuàl division 

of labour was :proeo:rved with mon functioninc a.lmost sop~ 

ratcly wi thin tho tvro structures. Thus womo]'.l fa.rmors wi­

th.in the housohold structure woro doniod accoss to forti­

lizors and extension sorvicos. Although thcso inputs 

woro allocated sololy to communal farms men woro still the 

. t· . t 2s· main pD.1? 101.pan s. 

Mad.sen is of the opinion that sc:xua.l inoquality in 

Tanzania will end wi th :propor socialist revolutiono In 

rcality this is not truc bocauso socialist economios also 

oxporionco so.:x:ual inequality. Her study is 1Ja.sod on Ujamaa 

Villagos thus cannot be generelizod to the 'LU'1Ja.n economy. 

Njwaba29 
Flora j studies women and their dual roles in 

Corporation Ltd. 
TANESCO / She oxaL1ines the effect of dual rolo perfoI'Lla'nce 

in a working nothor 1s work and home situations. Sho is of 

the opinion that working mother 1 s axe very much affeoted 

by thoir dual role espeoially at their work :places. Women•s 
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opportu.nitios for omplo;yment, training, :promotion and work 
. ~ .· 

overtime bocomos limitodo ahe also argues that tbis dual 

rolo affects husbands and wiv··:, in the oonso that wor::ien 

booome unable to ad.oqu.atel~ :fu].fill their oblieati0,ns at 

workplaces and homeso As a. rosult man.y confliots arisa at 

homo betweon husba.nd.s and wivoso 

N jwaba howover does not oxplain why there is this dual 

rolo cha.rncter. In a.d.d.ition this dual rolo cha.ractor oa.n­

not effoctively eÀ"1)lain the problem of sei'Ual :inoquality. 

Swantz30 in stttdying the question of womon in Tanzania 

oxaninos the potentiaJ.ities of women 

in the light of "myl;llologioal" and historical past and 

social processes of today. AccordinG to her the ttsymbolic 

di1:1ensions" of women' s 11:procreation roles" a.ro seen as the 

basis for sociv,lizo.tion p;àoticos inheront from .. the old 

society in cia.ny df Tanzanias rural societios. For Swantz 

~e:prodil.ctiori :re,tlier than ;p1'dduction f orms the foundation 

for the position o:f Tanzanian women toda~r• In ea.rly d.ays 

in Tanzania production doveloped historically in the co­

ntext of tho :,:op:-cr1uotion funotions of womons nature and. 

a.nc1. r;ave the wonen means of control aml influence as pro-

vider of the familYo Swantz argues that this role lias been 

undermined by the penctration of mro.-ket eoonor:iy. viom~n's 

workloacl h2,s inoreased while her control over hor mm 

produoc has decreasod. Aocordin(; to Swantz1 the na.nipu­

lation of tradition by those in power has more and more 
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replaced women's creativity .rl~ich oa.rlier formed a signifi~ 

cant part of social lifeo Swantz adds that, this bas led 

to women' s e scapo fron 11clrudgery" of every clayt s life to urban 

centres where even the life of the lowest paid labourer is 

a foro of eoancipation of womeno 

Swantz' s analysis ovorlooks the prol:üem of unem:ployment 

of' women in urban areas and. tho problem of' UJ.'leg_ual opportu­

ni ties botwoen men é'.nd woraeno Also Swantz cloes not answer 

the g_uestion why women shoulcl be assiened. speoial roles in 

the process. of pI.·ocluotion and reprocluotion tJ.mt is lJearins 

and rearing chilù:i:'eno 

Mascarenhas and 1Jfbilinyi31 examine womens oppression 

in Tanzania tlu-01..rj.,. patria.rcby relations ancl soxual division 

of' labour., Accordin,.r; to them patriarchy is lmsed on II['e­

capitalist social relations of production sit1..iated at a 

level of clan or extended family0 Accord.i:nc; to them pa­

tria.rchal relations of production in Tanzania are constitu­

ted at a level of the household in the peasant production 

system w:i. th the ninlc heficls bf ho-b.sehoids lxlinG patrim-chs. 

They f'urther ari3uc that females and juniors are exploitcd 

by male patriarchs,. Horeovar they see women•s sul)ordination 

and oppression as f'undamental to imperialist exploitation 

of Tanzaniao Here lJioloc;ical reproduction has n rolo of' 

raaintainine; the lal)o,.J.:rforco of poasants and workors as woll 

as tmintaininc; social relations by incroasinc; i t 
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Tho op:prossion of îrnroon in tho home a..nd ]_:Xt'oductive 

soctors 1Jocomos n0cessrozy for tho production of oapi ta.list 

rolationso Tho fumily bocomos privatizod and is soe~ super-
. , .. : 

fièially as irrelovs.nt to capital. 

Mascarenha.s and :Hbilinyi add that capita.list ~olations 

of :production allocato woraon and mon dif:fcront posiJi<;>~s 

1Joth in pro0.uction and reproduction. SeXL1_al inoquali ty is 

contributcd lJy tho r.iaintainanco of those posi tians by che~ 

poninc.; tho values of lnbou:t' powo:r tbrough the oraaniza.tion 

of c"\.omostic labo1.ir anrl by croa.tinr.s a pool of choe,p female 

labour whtch e,llows. tJ:,.o waeos to 1Jc loworocl foJ;- a.11 workors 

a.ne:. provido às ca.pi tal wi th labmœforco whiclc.. can 1Jo hi:rod 

or firod as it wishbso 

In concluclinc; the a1Jovo attompts to exaplain 

se:x:ual inequality in Tanzania have loft Gaps which :requirc 

to bo fillod. ~2.ù.son I s view tha.t inoquali ty in Tanzanie. will 

end with a proper sooialist rovolution. This is v.nrealistic 

booa.uso first of all, the socialist economios thomsolves 

e::i,_J?Crionco sexuo.l inoc1uali ty • To view üue.l 1•010 charactor 

as a so1.irce of soxnal ineq_uali ty in Tanzania is false be-

causa both womon ancl mon may 12.a.vo more than one role in 

a sociotyo This analysis can not answor the question why $0~ 

men have more than ot1::.er rolos a.nél. a.ro suporio:c to wonen 

and likewiso worilen who have less than tvro :rol0s ara inferior 

to mono Also most stuc-:..ics in Tanzania have oontred on tho 
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Wolilen question in tho rural aroas and a few wb.ich have 

cohcèntratod in tho 1.U'.'"ban areas clid. not c1oal wi th the urban 

housoholdsa 

URGUMENT 

This rosearoh sets out to invostie;·ate th0 clivisions 

of' labm.œ in the housohold the.t is th0 differencef:l in rolos 

c.ncl power relations in the houschold espocio.lly lJotween men 

ancl womena 

It is suc;c;estocl that one of the sources of sexua.l 

inoquality lies in tho division of la.boui'.' in the householde 

That clivision of lal)ov.r is shapocl by a numbor of factors 

which includo _s 

L, Social Economie Concli tians 

JJy this wo DOE!.11 a posi tian nn indiviclv..al ocoupies 

in a rlder Society soôiaiÎ.ly or cconomicni'.L;y- as woll as in 

the househoit.Ü Fo~~~ otlcar:ip'.tc the hus'band tln;y' l)o 00011.om:i.cnily 

well-off ancl ma.y also clominato in the houschoic.l :production~ 

Socia..l econonLi.c candi tions mocms the way cm indivi­

dual cnn a.d;;,,p't ltlmso~f to tho social nncl cconomio inviron­

mentso For 0xam:ple, how people cnn tl.d.a.pt thomsolvcs wi th 

the oi t;y- lifo nncl tho hardships of tho tmm. In this ro­

s:peot in ordor ·!;o ad.ap~ thomsolves wi th ci ty lifc people 

mn.y OilG"'V{;O thomsclvos in various cconomic cotivi tics which 

they wcire not usod too .Also intoraction wi th fricncls tmd 
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··~· , 

~oic;hi:iours_Ji ·;·~~; ~(aââpting to oity lifoo As it is 

~-r;costccl 't~~~ ~ ihi.6rii~tlon \ri ih micrhbours o:r frionds can 
• "-·. 1' ,•' ... ,, ,· 

t~Ïµc~c~ ~ ti1~; io.ii~~ri 6f clobision of to.sks ancl rcsponsibiw 

li tics!. ~~ \~ ~~oltb~ thai couples tiod to 01..1:!:sido ti01ait,r 

tionsl~P.~ ~~: ~l~~ Bd~{j~ ~tiggostod arc cmbtiohaiiy sntis­

fiod nt timos of noods! :bio~ oxn.mplo if C. 1-rt:t:>kli.11~; tiifd bei..l. ·. 
~. I' ' ' <' .. ' ; ~-,. 1 

_cornes siok o.nd if sho 6nti ëo-b o.ssisto.htSti lf:tibtn ho:;." fü:ii@i.bo~~ 
· ....... 

or ci~kc ;oi~i~{iios4 Sti6h a t-rifo wi11 clôpërid. lôssi ôn hor hus~ 

lxi.ncl for -d~i~ l:to~1:1~hc,id. cihôreso Thiè -ttiil in tv.rn i~tensii'y 

tho il~ciQTeû,"tLt~~î_ii33 ~idrbcrh ô1 divisibh of hous0ho1d bhore~. 

f 
·;: 1 :;_.' -; ê '! 

2~ Type df ·ocoi.ma~:i._d_n 

By o. typb of oocupD-tlcih lie moa.n the kthd of Eibtivity 

whicb. bring ii-velihood tb b.o hbusêhollfl.~ bcbu:-gatMhs ro.nc,u 

from soif employrnont, fo~niti.1 ciinployjhoi'lt; a coutbirlo.t:i.on of the 
) 

two 1 a."1.d other incomo generatine o.ctivitios which contribute 

greo..tly to the livolihood of the householdo 

3. Cul turo.l values which ;œ::edominato in the b.ouse]lol_s!: 

These cultv.ro.l vnluos includc reli(sions beliefs, ethi­

nic prnctioes, eùucntio:nnl level, and socinlization prooess 

which is concerned with t:1n1,nsrni tting values of o.. society 

from one 13enero.tion to another. There are two o.13"ents for 

this socinlizntion to take plo..co effectivoly. First there 

o.re the :parents who o.ro i.,ostly eoncerned wi tl~, transmi tting 

app.l'.'opriate cul turo.l values. accordil'l{; to the ohild:cen se:r.:, 

ancl nlso by mainta.i.l'Ün0 tri",.~os 1.\3ainst sex roles. 
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Another aconcy is the society which Drovide the educ~ 

tion to ch.ildxen. In this case the society nminta.ins. the 

curriculum which is sui table to the society itself. This is 

done by teachinc sepD.Tate subjects to separate sexes, o.nd 

lJy considering tk:,t f'enmle caxeer as equal to f11mily orie­

nted roles,f'ar examplc tca.chin._1, secretarin.l 1rork:1 and ca­

terinc• füule nia.le children are oncoura.3ecl to pu:rsue engi­

neerinc; courses or to lJe a.rrny officcrs. 
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lY.ŒTIIODOLOGY 

Resea.rch Site 

This study wa.s ca.rried out in Sinza, one o:f the newly 

buil t are as in Dar es Salaam. U].)to 1972 and 197634 the a.rea 

was vi:rtu.a.lly a bush. We can t:i:'ace the development o:f the 

ci ty back to 1965 when Seiyid l\'iajid an ~ab Sul. tan of Zan­

zibar deoided to build a.settlement a.round Dax es Sala.aLJ. 

a.rea.35 

The Germany and British colonialists developed Da~ 

es Salaam city to :fit the colonial eoonomy. Like a!Jjl- other 

colonial town, Dar es Salaam ,;ras planned on clear class 

lines. Commercial area was buil t a.round Kariakoo, ?iina.zi 

Mmoja., and Samora Machel Avenue. Low density residential 

area was provided for European up~er class, business men, 

farmers and colonial officers. Such a.reas included Oyster­

bay~ Cha:ng1 om1Je and Msasan.i.4 .ô.sia.ns were encouraged to 

build their residenoes in midq.le density area, mainly in 

Upanga. l:1..:fricans occupiod rnainly suburbs areas such as 

Btlguruni, tlala, Kinondon.i..; Manzese and Kariakooo Social 

3...: 
facilitiès aiso foliowed the abovè patterno · 

At the time of independence, Tanzania followed more 

or less the colonial town plannil'1..';' which was based on, cla.ss 

line, al i;houch social facili tier3 were extended to a.11. .1s 

a result o:f this unproperly planned city development, squ-:­

aters took chances and occupied public places and unsur­

veyed a.reaso These r.quii.ttoro o~tllt houses ranging f'rom 

simple and make shif't stru..ctu.J:"es to permanent ho~1Ses. 
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The owners of these '<·~~~r0•'~ ra:nged from the urban poor to 

the u:rban midd.le class.37 

To eliminate the problem of squatling the World J3a:nk 

in collaboration·with the TanzD.:nia goverrunent introdu.ced in 

1972 site and service scheme to oater for proper housing for 

the urban pooro By 1976 about 9,000 plots were :prepared 

mainly at Sinza area for low income earners. 'I'b.e plots were 

of high density.3â 

Although the site and service scheme was aimed at the 

poor, most of them did not l)ene:fi t because they had no 

access to loaris provided by the stato financial institutions, 

suoh as ithe Tanzania Ilousing Tio..rik. This is because the set . . 

out procedl.ti;ie for obtaining the plots and loans is so brea.­

ucratic and gives room to ·only those who are financially 

well leaving those who are not 1'1€11 off.39 For example in 

order to obtain the loan one should possess a plan of the 

building to be erected, a building permit, and a good evi­

dence of his or her source of income to ensu:re that he or 

she will bo able to repay the loan. Also building materials 

which are permited in these surveyed areas are cernent blocks, 

burnt brick and at least cor:r,,,1gated iron sheets for roofs. 

Rent is paid arh"'lUally for allocated plot. All this make 

i t diffi01ü ty for low inoome people to o btain the plots. 

Within the three zones of Sinza, thero is Sinza A, 

which is boa.rded by M:pa.ka.ni road. and stretch.es from Ba­

gamoyo road on the Eastern sido and joins with Moro~oro 
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road on the "irTestern Side., :3inms, C is boarded wi th Manzese 

on the Western side nnd Kijito:nyama on the Eastern side. 

Sinzn B is located along Shekila.n(;o road. which stretchos 

from ·I3agamoyo road. on the Eo.ste:r:-n side and joins Morogoro 

rond on the Western side., The D.7:'ea is the heaJ:>t o~ S;i.nza 

as it is eoonomico.lly.well established with severai shops, 

a market, beer store.s:i· ,>ars a dispensary and a. school. 

This is why I was much interested in Si:nza ~, and picked it 

as my o.rea of studyo 

When I was about to do research I went to Sinzn. D 

CCM branch where I met the branch's CCM secreta.ry. I 

briefed him that I was a stu.dent of the University of Dar­

es Salaam, and that I was inte:rested in studyi:ng the way 

people live in households. Two weeks la.ter ho introduced 

me toton different cell londer~ while they were holding 

their meeting. il:fter listins their na.mes I pickod the 

first four names, and hence four colls from which I obtained 

the initial 40 households e~cma.rkcd for interviews. 

Tho Cases 

Ench of the four coll loaders had ton cells or houses 

u.nder him. Eaoh of the housos wo.s occupiod by a single 

housohold o:;'.' muJ. tiplo households. Also the households 

were accommodated by ei tho:r lll[',j."Tied couples wi th cxr 

without thoir child.ren and relatives, spinsters or baohe~ 

lors~ one occu.:pying the whole houso or sharing with othors. 

Ilere the term housohold is defined aocording to Nakane40 
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de1~t~oh'.t4at, it is a primary unit of social organization 

f ormed by members wh9_ wc kin related and ma.y also ihclude 
. , 

nori relative~ members,twho 1:Î.ve in the householdo Sociol~ 

gically the hoµsehold is a distinct unit in society re:pre­

serited externaliy py,its head., and internally organized 

under its lead.~rship. Ii;l. this context the household is not 

synomymous with the fm1fi.y. This is because the family reB'll' 

tricts its membership to spouses and children. 

Household studies are difficult ones to cond.uct if 

one wants to obtain rich and ad.equate data which will 

enable him or her to e:x:pla.in certain social phenomena~ 

This is because of the difi'icu.lty involved in getting 

:private information a.boùt the members of the hauseholcl..si 

în view of the aboye, th~ case study ap:proabh 1-ro.s seen as 

the most appropriate methoa.; as it was easier this way to 

conduct indebth intervie~s for a few cases àild get as muoh 

qualitative data as possible, which would be ad.equate for 

analysing the internal ~mies of the households. 

Although this study does not olaim to be sta:tisti­

oally representativo of Dai' es Salaam households in rela­

tion to division of tasks and deoision making, we view that 

the data obtained during tho study :present a piotUJ.""0 of 

household division of labour in a part of Dar es Salaam 

Muoh more represonta.tion oould be obtained with the 

use of survoy techniques, it w~s however not possible for 

us to use survey technig_ue. This is because very little 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



·, -~· . 
~ . ' ~, '. 

26 

is written about domograpbic characteristics of people of 

Sinza, their social and economic enviro11ment. As such it 

was very difficul t for us to de·s;~ an adequate 0019'.:l.ytical 
,. 

scheme for our survey& Case stµdy approaoh was thus seen 
·î . 

the most appropriate alternative given also the timc and 

fina.ncial resoureos at our dis:P,.c,salo 

In this stud,y, OÙJ:' main interest was thq~e households 

who did not share a hâuse wit:j:l, other households, and those 

households whose members ihcluded a married couple living 
. ' 

with their children Ô.nd. relatives (relatives optional). 

Before we sta.rted the main study a pilot study wa.s 

conductede From the pilot study we could find out tha.t 

Sinza B was i:nhabited by people of diff&rent occt1pations 

including self employed formal seotor emp16yeei C5Jf the cO:: 

mbination of the two& 

Of th~ initial 40 housèholds ea.J:'markèd for stµdyj 

only 35 fi~te~ thé hbové merttionèd oriteria• df the above 

35, six head.s of the households declined to participate in 

the study ma.king the ultimate case studies 29e 

The Population 

During the pilot study it was und.erstood that the 

i:nhabitants of Sinza included a number of ethinic groups 

such as the Za.ramo, Sukur:m, Yao, Makond.e, Ngoni, Chagga, 

Ma.eyema, .Jal~o·, Kere~re, Bemba, Ha and Lingalae W e also 

cqme to und.erstnnd that al though a good number of them ha.va. 

stayed in Dar es Salaam for not less than 5 years, cultural 
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valuGs und éthi:rûo practices D.J~o still maintained according 

t~ . thè:lr eth:itiib ?ablt/feom1d L:nd religicur; 1xllief so For 

e1~rr:ipfa ::_~ho M1,iJ3i:l.ni i,rômên 1·TGfü' "' black head anâ. body'., ~overing, 
. . - . . . 

. ~ i'f .;.r·r ~ .- ,. L:· ··.. . · 
vrhen thëy gê/ dût 2,j'ld dtir:lrta spéoitü occasions. Muslim men 

··• · · ; : . . ·· : -., b.and. - · :, · · 
oh the ~th<:>~··/ 1itia±- 1.füite ~o1Jôs or 'karlzu' and sk:-..ùl hats ... · : . . :. : 

~~ 1 bm'af;ha~hid~ ' . Tlîo ttnd.cmoy of maintaining ct:û turai 

valu~~ c.nd ~~{[JJ p;abttl.eeè wa revealed :tri wed.dihg obre~ 
: :-

mordes o.hd :l11 furi~~6,is,j :o{;:ê{J'ic; such occasionâ J_J0d1ùé of 

tho S~010 eil1l~lc grbuiJ ~~~'t t@e;eiJhG]:' t~hd pei'f Ô:rni ri -bu.ais 

Peopi~ . sto,y in ~oii.se,ci wbl6h thoy have ei th~t- 1nif1 t 
thomsoivesi ;:J ,t~!6h m~t:i :t:leht'ed :rdk theîii 1:;iy' the:l.r einploye;s. 

The~e 8.l'ô also èases ~lië~e memU~rs o~ a household m~y stn,y 

dation end for the purpose of eurning àdditional inbomss 

by being a ')fatchman of the house. 

This study was stwted in 19860 Litc:cature reviow 

and writint; of tho ?esoarch Droposal wns done :from Nove­

mber 1986 to ii.pril 1987. Dl.t-:in:J the whole month of J:.:io.y 

1987 the ~ilot stu.dy was boinr; doneo A sched~üe of que-, 

stions was 1xce:oared fi'om Ji.me to .August 1987 o The questions 

were tested in September 1987. Interviews, observations 7 

visits to the households Qnd info~ma.l talks with the me­

mbers of the b.ouseholds we:-ce done f:eom Februnry to Dece­

mber 1988 .. 
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Th0 interviews were m2.dc ir,i'ormo.lly afte:r 8, set of 

guide qv.ostion:J was prepm""ed. Thio method was chosen he­

c2.use of v.. nv.i11ber of reo.sons. 1!,i:t·st this was the only 

method :from -which ·we 001.û.d. ohtain reliable dn,ta :for this 

kind of stua.:y, because respond0nts were free ta answer 

questions in a rel<U::ed nmmîe::-:>, wi thout o.ny fem"'o .Also we 

weJ?e al)le to ë~sk the interviewees one question in different 

ways in orde:r to conf'irm the :resu.1 tso Whenever 11 question 

was not understood the intervioweos were free to ask g_ue-

stions 8.nd elal)ora.t:lons were riw.de. 

Before I 001..ùd oondu.ct the interviews I hacl. :first 

to distin[s-,,tlsh 11etween 11 segi:'egated11 and II joint :patternsn 

roles. 

To use Dotts4l words~ in a 11 segxegated role 11 patte1"n9 

a husl:innd and a ,;rl.fe have clea.;:ly defined and sepa.ra.te ho­

usehold responsibili ties~ fo1.• oxa.m).)le man's work and woman' s 

worko In joint role p2,tte:,:,ns, tasks are done interchange­

ably or in collaboration b3, 2, husl:>s.nd und his wi:f'e. In most 

cases interviews wei·e ca.rx•ied dif:feJ:ently for husband.s o.nd 

wives 2.nd thei."t' childreno But uhenever they needed to 

disouss on some issues the;y were allowed. The interviews 

were done on the on-and-off bnsis~ and were centred on the 

following main key areo.ss 

(i).Soctal Ilisto:ry 

This inoluded reSj?Ond.ents a.go, occupation, 

ma.rr:i tal status, relatives, whether living wi th: .. if'€.\a.,-\i·ve..~ 
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looki:ng into the relationship of relàti-ves D.nd. 

the :i-espondents. · Ebtre-ver on this part i t was rei.... 
., 

vealed that most resiiondents livèd 1-ti th husbo.nd' s 
1 

rolo.tives :ro.ther thD.11 wives' relatives. Ifov.s~hoiêl 

choros vrere shG.red with thesc relatives o.ccording 

to sex. 

(ii) To uhat extent does the sexual division of la1)01.u:­

overloo.d. women with spccific roles comps.red to men. 

Fox- the pU!.""']_)ose of th:tn :;:·ese2,rch, sexua.l division of 

labour was regarded as a division of labotU~ which allocates 

tasks on the basis of different sexes, for exrunple women a..ro 

alloco. ted wi th the task of housekeer>ing and men ,n th the 

task of houso consti--uction. It is f'urther o.ssumed that 

sexual division of labour f'vnctions to distribute to men 

à:hd womcm different roles. ]Jy rolos we mean, "rights and 

obligations11 -':-
2 ascribed by the socioty to its mémbers. For 

e:x:ample men are assigned with the role of household UJ.)kee­

ping while womon are c.ssigned with the role of child rero:-ins. 

The rosce..rch questions t}1ereforc sought to investi[;'ate 

1. "Jha.t kind of. division o:f labour exists in the 

hou.sehold. 

2a What kind of wo:ek is iJtœformed by men, women, 

boys and girls in the household. 
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3.. ~,fha.t lsind bf sp~cial I~oles are played 'by men and 

women. :in ,;t,h~, hou.so]1old. 
i ~' • 

On this OJ:'ea husl:>émd I s nnd wive I s we:re intervic1'1e.d ., . :;,·· 

separa.tely~ Question five t,0 c1u0stion 17 ( see a:ppendix) 

dea.l i; wi th housel1old irl,t~rr1ml organizo.tiono Du:d.J.'lg tho 

interviews, the:ro was one i:tioident of poor resi,onse fi'om one 

husl)ando Ifowever this shm:--6,oomine was checked b;r resear.­

cher I s intensive o1:>serva.t10:ho in order to countercheck wi th 

the wif'o I s response.so In othe:r cases I had to ask the same 

question in di:fferent waysG L detailad analysis of house­

hold t2.sks done by husbanèts 1 alono, or wives' flone~ tasks 

done b;y- 'both spouses tasks dono 1)y male chilêb:'en and female 

children alone Wé!A3 doneo Also the1·0 wero v. f'ew cases of 

work done 1:>y all the ch.ild:;.xm :i:ectardloss of se:ir: and. tasks 

done by only the males or only tho femQlos in the housohold. 

Under this question a~oa apecific questions on child 

care responsibility were asked (soc questions 12 and 11 in 

append.ix). The se questions mainly oe:ntred 011 whose à.uty is 

to nurse a Siek ohÜd, ai1cl i.ook aftdx the ch:tldren. 

Unde:r intorml.l orgo.ni~ation; g_uestion 8~ 9, and 58 

( see D-ppendix) deal t on how SIJa:i."O tirae lrus sp,mt. This 

ma.inly req_u:u::-cd information on what actually is done du.ring 

sparotimo by the b:ue1JD..nd1 s, w:i.vo t s, male and female clri.ld;reno 

(iii) To wha.t extent do0s the se:x:ual division of 

labov.J? inf'luonco worn.en's subordination and 

oppression wi thin tl1.0 , houseb.oldo 
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In ou.r case subordination Tefers to low hierarchic ··::.-: 

:ranking., It is therefore asstUned that se:x:ual division of 

labo1..'II' places women at o. l01ro:r.a rai'l.k in the household compa­

red to mono Opl)rossion on the othe:c· hand is regm"'ded afJ a 

si ti.mtion o:é' uomcn having li ttle o:i: no sa.y in deoision mc.­

kil1G' in tho household c.nd othe:î:' sphcroso 

On this ~esea:rch qµestion I sought to investigato tho 

followings 

lo Who ma.kes importa.nt dacisions in the household •. 

Fm: example mm":C·it\:;e, decisions on income genera-

tion ~nd who cont:~ols the household income. 

In o:rde:ï'.' to get inf'o:cmat:lon on household finances, 

types of oom..1:pations for 1Jot}1 husbs.nd. and wifo were asked. 

T'uià aiso inciud.cd a:ny other tY.:)e of ec6nomic activity a.pai•t 

:f'rom husband' s or wife f s oco1.111atiorlo ( See question 131 14-, 

21, ~2, ~9 ancl 30 Îl1 apptmd:b::).; Thesé qu.estions ~r~ire ênw 

swerod 1J3r bath the husba.nd and wife., 

Al tllough most of thcm 1,1entionod. how much they ea.,-:-ned 

from th0j~: small scale busi11esses, it oould not be taken for 
that 

g-.ca.nted thc:1.tl'/wes their truo incomo bocause most of tho 
book-keopi:ng 

respondc:mts were not convo:;:-sant with / · proced1.u.·es. 

In most ce.ses not all th0 respondents could mention.all 

sources of thoir inoomesc To counter check the validity of 

answers on the households incornes 1 0ach spouse was asked 

sopa.rately ( see q_uesto 13 ('.nd 14 in appendix) what was his 
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or her incomo r.in.d..:-his or hm: Hpouse I s inoomoo .A.lso the 
,··~-·.~ .•,. :: 

question on ones .. i;o.oomo was ol.èeoked by th0 question on ones 
·•i)',~ ,,•, r 

occupation. 
~ . 

me~t~ T:10:i.•ofo:eé to k:.uow somoliody' s kind of jol) oa.n give a 

clu.o Ôf' wha_t his sp.lm-y is. It was however very difficuJ. t 

to determinc the e:x:açt inoomo of :respondents., 

:aëiati6ns of power and. O.'\.rthori ty in the household were 
· tl1e 

dèàlt with q_uostion 15 anét 17., J}otJ./1::i.usbandS ancl wive's 

were askéd these questions. .&J.so questions lfl, 19 and 20 

wore asked. (see append.ix). Tl1ese questions were only posed 

to vrivoso Question 15 (sce ap1;endi:x) was e,sked to obtain 

information on who mado important decisions in the house­

hold.6 Decision malting is th0 m::ün deterroinant of pawex­

relations in the housohold. Impo:ctant docisions in this 

research V.J:>e th.ose rcgm."~n(~ financtal issuoso Chiléb:.•on1 s 

matters liko educr.tion and oontrol and ownorship of assets. 

(iv) Ilow does the sociali~a-tion process perpctt1.at0 

thEi division of' lal,01,u:- in the household. Dy 

soèi1üiza.tion we moan tho 2.ot of ttaog_u.:Î.ring 

sensitivity to sooiul stimtt:1.i (os:peoialiy the 

j;>ress'tll'es and o1)li[;ë'.tions of group lifo) and 

leo..1:ning to got alonc wi th9 and ta lJehavo ljjce, 

othe::cs in his @:OU].) m~ cuJ. ture 7 the process o:f 

becoming sooüü l)eing." •., 43 !11. othcr wordo i t 

means the i:rrocess of' oncuJ.turation in which 

people are devoloved inorder they can live an 
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ex:pected ~?cial li:ëo. In this sense socialization 

is done dJ.f'ferentl;y- f'or girls and boys tb.ro1.1gh 

01.ùt'LU'al values v.nd practices and beliefse 

The research therefore soUGht to investigate the 

following: 

lo The soci~lization methods for 3irls and boys in 

the householdo 

2. Taboos relé1:ted ta doin6 task allocated to sex 

othm:- than o·wno 

·3o Kinds of subjects learnt at school and ambitions. 

Question 43 -· 58 (See al)pendix) were aimed at ei.--tra­

cting information on how socializ~tion process pe~petv.ate 

the division of labour in the household., Question 43 to 46 

were poseci io 1Joth wives and husband.s. Qiicst:i.cm 4 7 .::.: 51 

were posed ta wives only and Question 52 ~ 57 were specific 

for both mo,le 1:md fen1aie oh.Üèt:'en.. Question 47 sought to 

reveal whether parents expected their children to help with 

houschold chores and how these chores werc organised in the 

household for the child.ren. 

Question 48 was concernod with whether there wera 

customs and ta1Joos rega.rd.ing the assigned household chores 

performed by inappropriate sex. This in turn would measure 

:what role cultural values pluys in socialization of boys 

and girls., 

Question 49 - 50 aimed to mea.sure whethor parents 

were specifio to what kind of subjects should be learnt 
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by female u.nd male children diffe:-1."'ently. Question 55 wa.s 

centred on ohildren1 s ambitions. This aimed to find out 

whether the am.1Ji tions matched 1rith femule and male roles 

and resJ?Onsibili ties. 

ŒBSERVATIŒfS 

Observations were another major source of data in the 

study. Freq_uently obsei"Vations were done in orde:i." to coun­

tercheck with the a.nswer provided by the respondents. Being 

a resident of the axea of study I could visit the households 

in resee..rch as often as I CO'lüd while making my obse1--vations. 

Obse:i..--vations were speci:fice.lly made on housing which 

accoraodated the members of a household, its iayai.:t.t, respo­

ndents themselves, thëir ciothihgst their reiationships and 

on specd.fic GVehts which haJ?PGi:ied at the time of study• 

Such events ranged f'rom woddill:3' oeremony, on ownershi~ of 

assets and wifes occupationo 

Ifouses which accommodatad the res_pondents rangod :from 

finished bungalows~ semifinished bungalows/houses and swa­

hili h9uses with a back'Jard und. backyard buildings. 
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SEXUAL INEQUALITY - A RISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

SEXUAL INEQUALIT'I IN T.A.}TZANIA 

PRE-COLONIAL PERIOD 

Soxual inoquality liko housohold division of labour 

in Ta:rizania prodatos tho colonial poriodo Rowovor tho 

patterns of division of labour and power relations di­

fforod from socioty to socioty deponding on social ooo­

nomic conditions and cultural valuos. 

Up to 18oO Tanzanian societios woro largolj,- pro"'." 

capitalist, howcver thoy wcro socially organizod diffcro­

ntly f'.rom socioty to socioty acoording to tho lovol of 

dovolopmont of productive ·foroosa In somo sooiotios 

primitive commu.nalism provailod whilo othor sociotios cx:po"'." 

rionood stratificd relations of production and ownorship of 

privato :proportyo 

Tho Pastoralist Mn.o.sai of Northern To.nzania woro 

organizod undor age sot system, where one age sot was 

o:x:poctod to respect all tho ago sots senior toit, and 

the senior age sot actod as gua:rdians of the jui~ior ones.1 

.Among tho Agdoul turalist Nyazmrnzi, Ha, W n.b.n.ya, 

Wagogo Roho., Parc and Samba.a, iron smolting tochnology 

was dovolopod, and the use of iron tools, such as hoos, 

o.xos, spoo;rs and knivos was prevalcnt., Rudimentary stato 

formation was also oxporioncod in Nyamwozi, Wamya1 Gogo 

and Roho sociotios. 
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· In Chaggo., and Pm-n s0oio-'don Chiofd~~ wcro omorginge 

Th0so dovolopmon'bs wor0 oouplod with omorgonoo of J;)rivato 

proporty n.nd fa.mily strU'.}turo which was organizod. undor 

Jüho authori ty o:f p•::briarcby hoad.s who had. oontrol ovor 

2 land mid on.ttlo ... 

:~n thn southorn sooiot:Los pooplo woro poli tically 

. d ~ . ~ 3 organ..1.Zo on .LJ.llOD.g'O or o.r.ans ... 

lw for tho d:tv~.sio:n o::' labour, tho Mo.asa:i. nllocatod 

~ut oonstr-action work t9 womon bocauso thoy woro stationod 

at ono placo_ compo.rod 'iï0 mon who movod :from ono place to 

o.nothor looking for pasi;u.rose4 This wa.s also t--ruo of tho 

Fu.ln.ni Wo Dao. Bo n0mru:l::.i of Nigor who woro a.lso pastoralii:riïo 

Aoco~ding to Dupiro,5 tho Fu.ln.ni woraon also und.or took all 

tho ta.sks concornod w-1 th tho housoholdn Aftor the hoad. o:f 

tho Camp haèL d0cidoa. upon the pla.oo to stay womon built 

hu'bs f'rom thorn b:t-o.nchor.:i thoy had ga.thorod~ whilo thoir 

huobands took the honrdc to pnstû!ro~ 

Tho Mooso.i non woro the controllors 0f domostio an:i.-

raaln and mnde all :i..npœ. ... to.nt d,,oioions involving d.isposal of 

the cattlo, and ma-r,:,ingD of thoir childron,, Womon ha.cl no 

righi:; to disp0sn 0f th'"l co.ttl0. à.ncl mothora hnd no sazy- in 

Thn .ll.g.r.-icul t-w'.'o.1:i.rr'v .Aril.f1ha~ wou.lcl lot o. woon.n L"lhori +, 

land from hnr hu;::br.md only if' tho husba.no. diod~ Whonovor 

thr; womn.n d:i.oc't the: 7.aru:l. wn.::: inhorit0d by hor sono and not 
.., 

hn:r. do;ugb.tnrao i Thr, Rc.yr, w0mon did not inhorit thcir 
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b.usband. t s land 2.J:1.d we~L'0 ·~l:D:·own off the land l)y thc:tï:· so11.s 
() 

who h2.d i:'ib.eri ted 12.nd. u 

Tho Chagg-a allocat0d the women with the duty of 

cutting groass ~nd feedillc tho cattle becaus0 in CJ.ul.eGa 

society :ï.t was nm:-mel to &-~azo t:!J.e animals arOLU1d tho hom0-

steads so [,s to utiliz;o marn.œe l)roperly in bana.n2. f'~;:,ms~ 

This wa.s neoessa.r;y- becê,u.so pieces of land we:L'o privat0ly n 

owned. Ea.ch :piece of lc:.md wa.s ovmed by the eldest mcùe in 

the household who cont-Eollod the lo.nd f o:ï:" the bene fit o:f 

the whole household.. Land WC-13 inheri ted by the elde:L' son .. 

.All f'ertile land was ocoupiocl v.nd i t was vory rru:-0 to find 

idle land., 9 Elder maloB l:md thcir mm :pieces of land and 

sevm:al others which 1rex•o o.llocated to vrives :fm:.- tho pVJ:pose 

of cul tivating food crops fo:c the wholo household. Tho 

vTives l1ad also ta cultiva.te thei:ï: husl)and 1 s plot, in whi.ch 

they planted millet wlüol:i. vras controlled by the husk:mds 

! ' 

on1y~ The women he.d no se.;,- iri the :procihots fx-orn tl_;_cfa' 

10 
hus1mnd 1 s plot, al thou;_;h they cl.J.l tivated it themselves., 

In order to pre;9a.,--;,0 t)10 women to tako theiJ:: rolcs in 

tb.o houoohold, some sociot:i.of3 j_noludinc;- the Ngom, cnvo 

specio.1 instructions to ci:d:::J a·~ puberty~ In this res1)oot 

11T-.i:-adi tionall;v 1Iconi Gi:ds weJ~o ta.ken to bush 
f'oJ:.' one weck at p:tiir"".'ty wllerc thcy were ch·cu­
mcizr:;d and tau,:::,ti.t tho 1.•ole of adul t womon l::r · 
eldorly r0speoted ,ro;nen~ nll 
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The main aim of -'}heso,.,·tcmohings were im· prOpa.1?'1. th0 

womo11. to bcoomo responsibJ.0 m1y~hers and wives 1rihr:1: <,*Y.)J.d 

maintain their household~ ~œl rcspooi; ·l;heir h".l.Sbands.r.-

gcmy wn.s proferorl bo on.usa :'."'i;; onhflllcod pow0r 'Go ·füo mon and 

numbo:t• of ehildron ï·rho ,ro:C") r3gardcd 11s a scuroo of' fu-bu:7.-c 

lo.bour o.nd who continund tl1G 1-ï.ncio.go,, According to Mal-. 

,. :.2 th · c:o...,~ ... d . .,_ 1~ 1d d . t d CO.-.'-:'. 0 IDOll J.!! ~u.r,..Œnl1 .u:i,n COllv.L·O .LO an ap:p:i:.'O)_:)r1D, ·o 

tho suT.'plus which in somo co.scs was us0éL for mr..rryi11g 

n.nothcr w:i.foa 

As -WG hnvn nxguodà êl.ivision of tasks and powo:i:·· 

rGlations dif'forod from so~io-1;-.r to s0cio+,v-; Ê.mong th~· ·.JJ . u i' 

son.i.o:r wif•1 and othor wi""ron rcm,·:i.:tn1.:id mor:::, or loss s0J;w-1T"2.ntn 

In othor .i:li'rina..11. so0;btiofl f OI.'0:'{amplo the .Mbu:ff~ 

no div:i.sion of .J.a.bou:r 1:>y scx,, M<m anrl women hun-ton. 

Tho ro1os nf :fn.tho:e a.nrl mothrJ:r:' wor:) ;· '···., a..·t:ff'o-. ·, 

·" ·' :_';:' i.-.ea.ï>;1ng. ;:>;nrl ~h~~oc1 clooisiœ.t 0:v-er .how. ·i;o cl.-tsposo · c,f :·fü,!d.r. 

. . '.,.hi\f:;//,,;\~~irf i?l)~:i~{e. -~ la.h0'~1L~ 

\·.,.: 
., 

·\:,:. 
;...· 

...:.,: 
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Wivos who 0,cconpnniocl tl:.o:i.:r l1usbs.ncls oould not onco..,10 t:,.o-

r_1_solvos in J)lo.nt;:i.tions; o.s ::ru.ch thoy bcoD.no do1,onclont to 

thoü~ hus1mnclso But thiu toncloncy wa.s gTo.duo.lly cho..nr.;ocl c.'..S 

woncn sto.rtoc1. eor:io SfJC,11 sco.lo oconooio a.ctivi tios liko 

sollin(; l)U11s which wo.s o. stoIJ foW.'.:!rè!. towmxls ocononic inclo-

l)Gndonco for wor.1Gno 

Url)[:miso 11::::,o bcon og_1,1.i tod to cul tur2.l clmngc noa.ninc 

tb.c.t i::!Ï(;Ta.nts c.:ro oncuLU'c:esoc1. to shed tl1oir trc.cli tiono.l 

custons c.ncl odb.'.!;>t the 1.1rbo.n ï·r-:..y of lifoo l9 Howovor ncco~ 

dine to Gutkind, Africc,n soo5_otios illustrv..to difforont 

comlitions fro;:1 the a.l)ovo,, Uhotl:or tho tmm oicro.nts o.ro 

:rooont, or lonc tir:.10 1.u:bm1 rosic:.onts, thoir boho.v""i.om:- co.n 

bo viowocl cll01'l(s tho followiiy; linos, 

h:pol~rizntion bc.8<..X'.. on otJ::èi:1ic idonti t;y- c,ncl 
soci:::.1/psycholoeicc~l in v.rbr.m contoxt, rmcl 
polc:dzo.tion lx:,socl on étistinotivo urlx.',n 
s-/iylo ()f lifc no.r1ol;y- ooononic c.mrl poli tico.l 
-~·P·OC"' C"'" n 20 ..!.:"- •...,p,:.:>t, 

Tl"tls h11s c.n affect of.' f:Jno.1)J .. J.'1'.:; vo.rious procoosos in 

tho sooinl lives '.)J': tho v..:r1.:io.n cluollorso Pooplo t:lC\\:' rotain 

thcir ovi turc.l o.nd rclicious prc.cticos lJoco..uso tho;y· still 

ha.vo oonnoctions wi tl.:. tho:i..:.;? kins in the rur:11 c.roc.s. Also 

1.1:rbc.n living con(1.i tians cü1c". m:lJnn m.~turo of' onplo;y-nont rn:,y 

sht1J;o tho livos of tl~c urlx:.n chrollo:rso In tb.is rospoct 

RJil 
21 

o.rcuos th .. 1t 9 ,.u:-~x::n 1ifo cnn o..lso a.f:foct tl:o dis-

tribution of pni:-rnr in tl::.o houso~1olc1., It boco:1.00 coDuon to 

fincl tl:.at in ur1x:m sooJ_ot:i..u:3 powor 8..11Cl o.uthori ty nro vcstod 

in olc1:.o:rly DG.les wl:'.) cont:;:·ol c.;-icl or1j' ... 1..n1zo housoholè_ 
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rxrocluction anc1 consur..1l)tion .. Othe:.:' f'c.ctors whioh r:iv_y sl.10 .. po 

tllo 1.ir1:.o.n wo.y o:f li:fc m.:0 oclucation ê:'.nc.1 oconooic rosotU'cos" 

cl:wqll01~s ooononic inL1.o::·Jnd.8nco of wonon co.n 102.rl to donc.ml 

Tl::.is ~:.c.z ;:, :rosul t of :J.d;:_il'!(~ -tho no.lcis strivo to r.1D,i11:tc.in 

:;)u;.:i:'JG th:) 0.olonicü 1nr:: .. :xl :Ln Tc.J:izan.i.c, tl:.0 t:i:>nrli t:i.-

Infri..ct it 

wm: :1.ntonsf:i.ocl inorclo:;:· te su.i. t tLo cclonia.l noonon;y- ,, Ik'..uc0r-

tione:tl policy ,ms è.os:ï.01.oci.. tr. sorvci tho c0lonio.l ncù:.1i11.:l.st:-ra.-

wonon WT!'.'CJ ,1c.:tnly -'mv-i}:d; t1.onostic scj_onco subjoc·!:is 1xi:-0pa-

Tb.:i.s Le.cl o.n offoct 

of no.k:tnc t~1c po..ronts :'.1rvost loss in ,z.,.:i:J.s oduco.tinn:i e .. nr:l 

... 1 . 1 t 22 I or:10. o r.1.1.s'.::onunc s .. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



45 

laso tho conc'-i tian of 1'Tc-oni wo;:Jon c:Luri11c1 tho colonial 

poriocl wo.s of the in:forior sto.tuso ~r, , • . 25 1 d 1,10.c~ison, oDsorvo 

tho.t clurinc oc..rrinQ"o co:ron011.y, 0, I'T0oni fn.thor hnnê'clocl tho 

briclo wi.::o is b.is own doughtor to tllo bride' s fo.thor inlmr, 

spoa.kinc tl10 followinc wo1,cls. Now sho is your 01m
1126 noo.­

ninc tl:.c .. t shè j_s now u.11.clor t}:o o.uthori ty of llis fo..thor 

inlnw o.m1.. i:.ur:J1)o.nc1..o Tho 1;1•ido wns oovorccl wi th cow bide 

a.rn'. t:L k:nifo r)lo.ooc1.. on LOJ: nook to syo.bolizo hor sulJr:iission 

to tl,o now nalo c.utl:::.ori ty., 

Sinil::œ concli tions soo1:1od. to r;rovo.il in othor thircl 

worlè. cou.ntrios. .:":.ccordin3 to lCovalsky, clurinc tl:o colonial 

j_)Oriocl, Af:d.onn Wooon who consti tutod tho bo.sic of tJ:o work-

foroo wm.•o cnonc the first victir.1s of oxploi ta.tian end sulJor­

d.inction to tl:..c :9owor o:f j1rororty holdors in sociotyo Dope-

nclonco on thoir hus1;o.nc.1..B wns ::.,c.inl;y· cluo to tho introcluction 

of co.sh ocon01:iy who:t'C1)y non found i t nocossary to oontrol 

tJ.:.o i)O..sic noo..ns of p•oc1.ucil'1C,: co.sho This cloponcl.oncc on 

hu31x:mc,.s took va.rioty of forns, f'or cxnnplo the Maro..3oli 

wouon c1..id not llavo tI:i.o ri1}.:..t to dispose of thoir l~J"c-st 

without J:iornission o:f thoir b.1sbnndso 28 Tho I;;Iv.ranc,r s wivos 

on tb.o otho:c hcmd. usocl t!:0i:,:, b.m~vosts to food tl-:.o wb.olo 

houscholcl, nn:.l tho b.us1x1nd' s ho.rvost wo.s ownocl by hinsolfo 29 

Ho solcl it, obtc.inecl casJ:. :for ~:.is mm usoo 

Tho condition of Lfriorn:1 .-rnnon wc.s ;:üso po:r:ï_1otuatod 

a.nd münto.inocl by cul tw:o.l vc.luos of various sociotios. 

p ". t "' . . 30 .~ccorcLJ.l'lC\' o .l'lorn1ss1, In the Isle.nie socioty of lforrocco, 
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i t wo.s l)olievccl tlm t, i t i",o..s c. :rolic;ious duty of o. huslx::.ncl 

to coLmo.ncl his wifo. ...~s such o. no.n woulcl o:x:poct tho follo-

winc ricy: ts fron his wifo; ficloli ty, o boclicnco, nncl nnnc;.. 
turn 

ccoont of tho housoholcl.. Tho 1-rifc in· / · · OXJ.X)Cts to l)o 

supportocl fino..ncinlly 1)j- l:.or husbn:nd. 31 

In E:nclo.nd durinc,; tl:o inclustrio.l rovolution, tho 

,rorlr..inc non woro a.nxious about thoir c.,uthori ty cncl thcir 

onrloynonto .At tl:o sonotir-10 tl:o bourcooisio woro onxious 

to nc.into.in ordoro This ,-m.s cloa.rly soon a.s the workinG 

clo.ss uons' intorost:J wo:ro to i~ostrict the wonon' s ontr;y­

into tho lo.l)our nc.rkot or lini t thon to low 1xdcl jobs. 

Tho 1:,ourcooisio lmd sir.tllc.r intorosts o.s his ain was to 

uc.xini2,o :profi to In this wo.;l wonen woro no.do 1.1 rosorvo 

n.rr:iy. 1\:f; this junctm:o no.nt s wngo wc.s soon to lJo suf'ficient 

for Lis wl':.olo fo.nily, ul:ilo the wonon woro ur3ed to sto.y c..t 

hono. )Do..rly tro.clo unions callocl for tho richt to work for 

the non .;r.i. th 0, frn:1ily c.ncl JD."ohibi tocl 1rnnon rocruitn~!1t. 32 

1..s yoo.rs wont by thoro dovolopod o. toncloncy of o.. 

sl:.o.rocl housoholcl to.sks 1Jotwoon husb2.ncls miel l'rivos. Thoso 

r,o..ttorns of division of l:i:Jot.rr o.ncl power rolntions howovor 

difforod to sono oxtont :froD ono {;i:'oUp to 2.nothor [Tour of 

pooplo. .t\.ccordinc to Bott, 33 ano11,rs tho 20 Lonclon stuclio d 

fanilios thoso who wcro fron hichor clo.ss shnrocl housoLolcl 

to.sks jointly lJot.,roon the wifo miel tl::.o hus1xmcl, wb.ilo 

couplas froD workinc clo.ss, divided roles o.nd household 

to.sks lJetwoen then. 
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Indenonclonco Poriod 

Tho situo.tion of wonen in Ta.nzo.nic. o.ftor incloponclenoo 

wo.s not ouoh ch~!J[_;ocl, Tho ocononic structure is still 

controllod lJy intornc.tionc.l cnpi ta.lise, a.ncl urbr.m.izo.tion is 

continui:nc in o.lnost tho no.no linos o.s clurinG the oolonio.1 
o.rJ. 

T:orioc~ lxi.sod on cormorcio.l o.ctivi tics sto.to nclDinist:ro.tion. 
~ ~ 

Low tochnolocico.l clovolo::_x.10nt:, trncli tiomü vo..luos belmvioral 

j_)O.ttornfl o.ru:l rolicious in:êluoncos l';.two contributoc.1. to the 

.. ~ ,. t· f ' T . 34 su.o.orc..inc ion o wooon in r212,o.nio.. 

Duo to the of:fo:rt of no...1{:inc Tcn:3.J.nia an oeo.li to.rio.n 

sooioty in ,rb.ich o.11 so:rt of inoq_uo.li tios .'.1I'O oro.è.icatocl, 

l)ost colonio.l Tc.nzo..nio. o.c.lavtocl o. socio.list oconoD;y • This 

is olo2'J:'ly a.nov.ncocl in tho ;;:rusho. Deolo.ration of 1967 whore 

it is crcuocl tb.o.t~ in 0, truo sooio.list socioty a.li :pooplo 

o.ro workors 2.ncl nobocly C:l;..'IÜoi ts a.nothor. Evory o.lJlo bocliod 

1xirso11 works nncl rocoivos c. just roturno Inoono incQ.unli ty 

is OJ'.'Cdico.toclo 35 In tLis ros::.,oot socio.lisn w2.s 8..n attonpt 

to orru:Uco.to o.11 tYJ:)o of 13ocinl inoquali tios inchrlinc; 

so:x:u.o.l inoquo.li ty • 

Tho in:plicc:tion of t!.~.is is thr,t wonon' s OilIJrossion 

nncl inoq_unlity is o.:h nspoot of oo.pitalist raie.tians. Tho 

opl)rossion of wonon in tJ.10 hor..10 nnd in tbo rœocluctivo 

soctor is ossontia.l for tho roproc1..uction of en.pi tnlist 

rolc.tions. 
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In nn o.ttompt to build o. sooioty in whioh both mon 

o.nd womon o.ro oqua.1, Tnnzn.nio. ono.cted of lo.w of Mc>..r;dngo 

Act in 197le Among other items the Law rocognizos sol)OJ.'~ 

to ownorship of propcrty botwoen spouscs, o.nd roo.ffirms x 

tho :right of a wifo to. bo nminto.ined by the husbo.nd during 

the murringo. (Soc 58~ 60-:-63).36 Also tho lo.w 1"'0oognizcs 

right of wivos to soouro o. sho.ro of catrimoninl o.ssots 

obta.inod through1 joint efforts' (Soc 114 - 124)037 In 

this respect courts o.ro ompoworod to initio.ta tho so..lo of 

o.:ny a.ssots o.nd ordor the division of tho procoods of su.ch 

snlos to the couples .. 

Howcvor the torm t joing efforts' ho.s brought diffi­

cult-i«Hf in the pro.otico.bili ty of the lo.w. In cD..ses where 

o. wife did not contribute o.ciïuo.l co.sh, but contributed 

ln.botti:' in the form of running the household, husbo.nd bu-

v.J • 
siness, or gr"owing co.sh CX"ops, some ln.~rs ha.ve been con.'3:i.-

dering such services o.s wifely duties which ha.ve no mone­

ta.ry va.lue o.ccording to themo In this respect the raeo.ning 

of joint effort is relo.ted to o.ctivities outside the hou­

seholdci38 
/ 

In the employment sector women ho.ve been gTnnted 

equo.l rights o.nd opportunities like their counter:po.rts the 

men. Houses, nnd other f'ringe benefits o.re given to all 

employees rego.rdless tllei:"c difference in sexe 39 Also the 

pn.rasto.ta.l service regula.tions are very mu.oh e.xplioit 

interms of grn.nting the women-84 do.ys leave with pa.y in a 

three yec.rs oyoleo (Po.ro.sto.to.l services regulo.tions 1984 e_çl., 
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sub section Dol( o) ). Also Tanzania aclnvt0éL oclucational 

])olicies wLich werG n.inocl o.t increasin[;' n nur:füoi~ of fer.K!.los 

onrollin::~ in vo.:.dous ccluoo.tional lovolri. .All tlloso nov.sures 

havo bocn p2.lli2.tivo in the sonso tlmt, proc~ossivo wonon 

polioios hc.vo i)oc:m introducoù. whilo the social ooonoDio 

conditions, c,nrl cul ture,l vo..luos of the sooioty hava not yot 

boon rovolutionizoclo For instahcG i t h,:'.s lJoon vory cliÏfi~ 

cul t to l)ro.ctico tho proGTessivo Lrnr oÎ ïlo.rria:50 ..:let bocc.uso 
is 

i t /still co-c:dstinc; wi th contrnè.ictor3r cu.Gtono.ry lrn-J" wJ:.ich ; li:, 

, 1 1-1-..-- 1 1 ~ 1 . . , 1 · f 4o ,Je.soc. on eu i,w.·O. vc.. uos a.ne. ro_i31ous ûO 10 So 

To a.Ïfi:.:ï: tt.is assortntion, H~-ororo notocl thc.t 7 

t1Ton yoo.rs n.ftor the J.1."t.1shr.t Docl,:..r['.tion, 
Tm1Z.::mia is noi thor o. socL:üist nor self 
:eolir.mt0 

11 41 

By th:1-s ho u0v..nt tlmt nll tyj)G:3 o:f social inq_unlitios 

still oxist~ 

In orc1.o:r to clcmonstro.to this? strueglos of wornJn in 
for 

TEmza.nio., dor:10,ndin~; fhoir ric_;11ts he:;vo l)oon ox:;_,orioncocl haro 

o.nc'l. thoroo !!'or ozn1:1:r,lo in 1975 tho wonon of i'füo..30..lG co..shéw-

nut fc.cto:cy in Do,r es Sala.o.r.i wero strt.13Glinc; o.go.inst tho 

/12 
unjust firinc:: of ·wx.1en fron the fe.ctory ... r They t-rere firocl. 

fro;.-:1 tl-:o fGcto:c;y- in tho prooess of noch::-nization lJGco.uso 

tl-:oy he,cl ino.c.1.oq u::.'. to ocluco. ti ono In tl-:o ir struGclo tho;sr 

c:or:11:mc:.ccl t•.) J:-otc.in thoir jol)s or rocoivc Si)V--:co.noo ]_)ny 

c.ccordinG to ti:.o })Oriod thoy lu,.d. · s0i'"'Vocl,. 

Tl:o:co hc~vo nlso boon co.sos of wonon protestinc o.cninst 

tl'w :po.triC..."1'.'cl:cJ_ no.rriago l)y roquosting divorces or rofusin::s 
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to no.rry. In such co.so s wonon c:i VG ro o,s ons tho.. t i t ü1 vory 

oxponsivo to lîocono onos wifo boco.uso tL.is nco.ns ono is now 

n sul)-so:cvicmt of hor husbo.ncl o.nc1. hor inls:-,wso 43 

ïîi thin tho sema lino USSR still OXl.)OI'ionco soxuo..l 

inog_ucli ty o.l though socio.list rovolution ,;-ms o.chiovo('t in 

1917. 

~ 1 • t ml 44 · t · 1 f t · .t~cco:i:xLJ.nc; r> .Li. yn~ u sov10 wonœ1 .:.1as ono oo in 

inclustry e:.rnl ono foot at hoL,Oo In this way sho co.n not 

enco.co fully wi th hor :;)rofossion l)oco.uso o:f clonostic olJli-

c.::.itiono Fl;y-n nclcls tlmt wonon in USSii still ho.vo no r:ru.ch 

clocision r..lo.l:.i.113 powers in thoir housoholcls, and thoro 11.I'C 

soo.o o:f t]~_on wlw cnn not ovcn clociclo on how to uso tho nonoy 

thoy hc.vo oarnocl thoosolvos 0 45 

• In concluclin.:; wo co,n o.rguo tho.t o.lthow;h soxuo.l in-

og_uo.li ty w0,s provalont f:roo riro-colonüü f:.looictios nncl still 

:provn.ils toclo..;y-, i t difforocl fron sodot;y· to socict3r• li.s in 

soDe socio·Hos not ohly wonon ho.cl sono authority r:ncl 1,owor 

ovor so:.10 ,.10:'.l Cù'lcl uonon, but o.lso tho clivir::lion of tasks o..nd 

ros:ponsi1Jilitios woro not univorso..1 1 in that i t was arra.Dt:';Gd 

c.lifforontl;y- fron socicty to socioty in orc.lor to fit tho 

ornrixom-:iont of r.: r;ivon socioty. In tl:is caso we D.I'Ql8 tlc.o;I:; 

socic.l ocononic conditions plus othor feotors includinc 

cul tu.ral v-cùuos of o, socioty contributo o.ncl pe:rpotuato soxuo.l 

inog_unli ty e:.ncl division of lc.bouro 
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HOUSEE:OLD DIVISION OF IJù30tm. AND RO:ŒlS IN SlNZA 

PART I: 

THE HOUSEFIOLDS 

To disoern the social division of labour in the house­

holds, indebth studies of 29 households in Sinza area were 

ma.de. The da.ta. obta.ined is not ola.imed to be representa.tiV'e 

of the whole oity. Rowever what we have is a. pioture of ho­

useholds in a part of Dar es Salaam and some of the processes 

members in those households are in:volved.o 

The Sinza a.rea. a.coommodates people from various :parts 

of Tanza.nia w;i.th di:f:f'erent oultura.l and ethinic practioes, 

but who have a.lso ada.pted-themselves to city way of life in 

one way or a.nother. The resea;rched households include the 

above people, but with concentration on head.s who are emP':" 

loyed in the forma! sector and a few self' employed. The 
. . 

ma.in interest is to disoern the division of tasks and respo-

nsibilities, power relations, authority and decision ma.king 

roles in matters relating to household finances, assets1 

cbildrens• educa.tion and dependanta. _AJ;i attempt is made to 

d.isouss some of the :fa.otors which have sha.ped thooo relations. 

'What is desOl.'ibed below is an illustration of some of 

the social processes in the households in this a.rea.. As suoh 

this research is found. to be usefu.1 interms of laying grounds 

for further researohes in other parts of Da;r es Salaam a.nd 

other a;rea of Urban Ta.nzania, in order to contri bute towa.rds 

inOl.'easing our knowledge on the oha.nging social relations 

wi thin households in Urban Tanzania. Nàmes m;,e just· used 

for the put'pose of this dissertation. They are lJy no mea.n.a 
~ 

rea.l nœes of the chm-oters. ,.. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



56. 

'·. 
The households were interviewed and observed for a 

period of six months consecutively and later on for a period 

of twelve months on an on and off basise The 29 households 

whioh are summa.rised in table 2 are numbered from l to 29 

for easy referenoe. Out of them 5 Eœe disoussed _(part I of 
in 

ohapier III)/ detail in ord.er to illustra.te the households 

and 4 are used to e:x:plain events (part II or chapter III) 

whioh oocured ~:i.ng the resea.roh whioh illu.strate sooial 

reia~ions of the households. The households a.re quite "tra,... 

ditional11_ in their pattern with strong empha.sis on division 

·of labour .aooording to se:x: and a.gG fœ both parents and 

ohUd.ren. 

Rousehold sizes va;ry :f'rom 5 members (households) 6 to 

8 members (7 households), 8 ta 10 members (10 househôlds) 

and 10 to 13 members ( 7 household ) • Membership inoludee 

two parents, ohildren and in other cases relatives and 

servants wi th heads of households bei:ng males wi th roles of 

father and husband.. Below is a table showing households by 

size (in num'hEn'). 

Number of Below 
Members in a 5 6 - 8 8 - 10 Over 10 Total 
household 

Rouseholds 5 1 10 7 29 

Table Ia Rousehold sizes in number 
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All households a.:re big wi th members ra.nging fi'om 

6-13, irrespective of education status, occupation and 

ethinic background except 5 h6useholds. These are small 

with 5 members or below mainl.y beoause the couples are 

still new and ma.rried witb.in the period of 5 yea.rs. 

Among the 29 household.s there are 4 in which dooi­

sion ma.king in household utilities, ownership of assets 

and welfa.re of the members of househol-d. is shared between 

the husbands and the wives. · One household has its decisi­

ons on above matters made by the wife only, and other 24 

households have their decisions on household utilities, 

ownership of assets, and welf'a.re of the members of house­

holds made by the husband.s alone. As f'or the perf'orma.noo 

of household tasks, there are those households il~ which 

tasks are sha.red between the couples (6 household.s), those 

in which tasks are shared between wife and female children 

(19 households) and those in which tasks are perf'ormed by 

the wife, children and relatives rega.rdless of sex (6 

households) • 

Occupation wise the men include four businessmen. 
and 

.11.mong them two a.re promincnt timber deale ::-3 / another two 

are enga.i:,Cl'ed wi th road hau1age and transportation business. 

One of the four businessmen deals with bath timber and trar­

nsportation business. Othe:rs a.rez Sales man (1), Primm-y 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



58 ;;-~ ,§' .,- Q' /, 

0 ~ 

O CODICE ~ 

sfL ; '\_ 
school teacher (1), Collage Principal (1) 1 ~rial post f 

(6), Storekeepers (2), Aircra.f't tecbnician (~~~k-4;.~ 
~ 

Musician ( 1) , Tra.in d.ri ver ( 1) , Army- Officers ( 3) and Per-

sonnel Offioer (1)• 

~ Women.occupations include the following: Nursery school 

teacher (1), Personal SeoretaJ:>y/Ty:pist (4), Personnel Manager 

(1), Prima.ry school teacher (4), Personnel Officer (1), Wel­

fa.re Officer (1), Assistant Nursing Officer/Nurse (3), Office 

attendanta{2) Storekeeper (1) and recorder (1). Of the 29 

women 19 a.re engaged in the formal employment six are house­

wives enga.ged with petty eoonomic activities and four are 

fulltime house wives. 

Read.s of households who hold managerial posts and 

receive high pay are seven. 2 Two of them have their decisions 

on household finances sha.red between themselves and their 

wives, while five of them have their dacisions made by them­

selves. The eleven household.s in whioh heads hold. middle 

position posts and receive mid.dle pay-3, eight of them have 

their decisions on household finances, wifes occupation, 

household welfa.re9 household building, and in other cases aJ.l 

matters ma.de by the busbandso Two households have their 

decisions shared on the above matters between themselves and 

their wives, while one household has decisions on family 

incarne made by the wife only. Those who have low4 paid jobs 

are tbree and have their decisions on all matters made by, 

their husbands. 
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There are two households wi th heads being a leute~..nt 

and a ca.ptain. These have their decisions on whether to 

raise wife 1s daughter and all matters respectively made by 

the husbands. There is also one police officer who has deci­

sions crver wife 1s occupation made by himself. This is mainly 

~ to the nat1..U'e of their jobs which trains them to dominate 

i.n ëecision making by commanding., 

The four business men have deèisions made by the hus­

bands in financial matters (2 business men),- all matters (1 

businessman), household income and whether to stay ID.th de­

]Je,ndants (1 business man)o The musioia.n household has d.eoi­

sions on financial matters made by the husband himself. The 

above sugge.sts that level of decision ma.king on household 

finance·depend.s on who dominates in housèhold production~ 

If the wife produoes more thcn the husband and sustains the 

hô'tisehold inoàroe her deoisions on ho~ to spend the income 

bêcomes domina.nt and vise versa. 

Among the 29 households, only two (house hold 17 a.nd 

household J.9) .have joint acoounts. Twenty households keep 

th~ir accounts sep~ately and the remaining seven households 

have no bank acoounts. Those who have joint accou.nts m-e 

~h.araoterised by a sha.red deoision making between the husband 

and the wifeo The couples who sha.red bank aocounts one of 
,-. 

tbem have the husband whose position is a personnel officer 

and the wife is a nurseo In another couple the ho,~sband. is 

tl. collage principal and the wife is a :f'viltime house wi:fe~ 
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J3oth husbancis aJ:'e graduates, while in the f:lrst case the wif'e 

is a fo:rm four leaver and a oertif'icate holder~ and in the 

other case the wife is also a gradua.te. Types of occupation 

also sha.pe,the division of roles a.nd responsibilities in 

households. In households whioh wives are nurses, some of 

the tasks such as ohild rea.ring, aJ.:'e sha.red between the 

couples. This is because during night shifts the children 

are lef't with their fathers who have to take ca.re of them1 

or supervise any other persan who has been assigned with the 

jolJ• However two of the nurse households have decision ma.­

king powers in a.11 matters vested in the husbands, while 

only one bas decisions in a.11 matters sha.red between the 

husband a.nd the wif eo 

In their formal eduoation the me,le ra.nge from holders 

of degree s/ diplomas ( 7) 1 f orm s:L:: OJJ form four wi th certifi­

cate courses (15), and less tha.n form four with other courses 

(7)o On the other hand the female range f'rom degrees and 

diplomas holders (3), form six and four with certificate 

courses (9), less than form four with other courses (17). 

Out of seven households whose heads are diplomas and 

degrees holders~ tbree sha.re their deoisions on all matters 

with their wives, while four of them make decisions in aJ.l 

matters. Of the 15 form four and certif'icate holders one 

houaehold have its decisions on household finances made by 

the wif'eo In one household decisions on incarne e:x:penditure 

is made sepa.rately between the wife and the ~usband1 and in 

other 13 households decisions on financial matters, wifes 
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occupation, whether to talœ caro of depend.a.nts and house 

building is done by husbandse Those whose education is below 

form four (7 households) have thei:ï:' decisions on financial 

matters (1), wife's occupation (1), all matters (3) building 

a housa (1) and right of inheritance made by the husband.s. 

Women professio:nals and women gradua.tes sha.re their 

deoiaion ma.king in household finances and expendi tures wi th 

their husbands. This is mainly beoause they have been ex- . 

posed to va.rious cultural practioos and because they contri-

bute to the househol( income. There were howevcr tensions 

among those women who a.re professionals and have formal edu­

oation (household 201 21 and 23), but oould not sha.re deoi­

sion mald.ng on houso building, wif'o's occupation and ta.king 

ce.ra of wif'e's daughter respeotivel;y-. Such tensions resuJ.ted 

into qua.rrels and marria.ge instabilities as the women were 

demanding to own assots like buildings, decide on their occu­

pations and up keep of their depend.ants, whilo the men were 

against their demands. 

There is one traditional religion household in which 

decisions in all matters are done by the husband, 21 cbristia.n 

household, of which 10 are Roman Catholics, 8 Luthorans and 

3 .Atlglicans, Q·ne .Anglican household and 3 Roman Catholic 

households share their decisions in household finances, 

household welfares, and other matters, while one Lutheran 

household have its decisions on hov.sehold utilities ma.de 

by the wife. 
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All 7 :Muslim households have their decisions on fina,­

ncial household wolfa.re and acquisition of new assets made 

lJy the husba.nd.s. The above presuposses that al though religion 

may play a great role in shaping the pattern of d.ivisio~ of 

role, other factors especially occupation are equally im~ 

tant, (household 13). 

llouseholds which are cha.raotorisod by unshared rolo 

pattern (household 13, 8 and 11) aJ?e also cha.racterised by 

unshared leisure activities. In this respect, the husbands 

would go out for drink, watch foot ball matches, or visit 

their f'.riends, while wives would st~ at home or visit the:Ï.J:' 

friands at their own time. llouseholds which are cha.racterised 

lJy sha.red role pattern (household 17 end 19) are also oha.rac­

terised by sharod pattern of spending leisuretimeo Fore.xample 

couples would both go to visi t their relatives or go to other 

leisure activitios together. 

Among the 29 hou.seholds, (see table 2) there are the 

Ra, Bemba9 Rehe, Cho.gga., Ngoni, Zaramo, Raya, Linga.la, Sukuma, 

Kikuyu, Nyalcyusa, Kerewe, Zigua.1 Matengo, Makonde and Nyasa. 

In the above households, sexual division of labour and roles 

is prevalent irres:pective of ethinic background. However 

othinic background is very important interms of transmi ttitJg 

cultural values f'.rom ono generation to another through soci~ 

alization :process. For example the Sukuma (household 11) 

Kerewe (household 19) and Nya.lcyusa (household 29) knelt 

do.-m whenevor they greated elders es:pecially the men. 
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In this respect wo contcnd thut division of labour and 

roles in the households have been maintained and is l:i.kely 

to continue, given kind of socialization of the children of 

the interviewed householdse This ki.nd of socialization has 

inf'luenced the children to prefor subjccts and ambitions 

which are thought to be appropriato to a given sex as found 

during the interviewso 

Tasks performed by girls arc of the same nature as 

those done by their mothers. Such tasks are sweeping, wa­

shing, looking after the young ones i::1..nd shoping. At the same 

time boys per:f'orm tasks of the sa.me nature as thosc perf'ormed 

by their fatherso Boys help with female related tasks only 

whcn it happons in the households thora are no femnles a.round. 

In such cases boys pref'or to swoep the ground, lay the table 

and do the shopping. (household 4, household 8, 14 and hou­

sehold 24). 

There are dif'ferent taboos rolating to duty allocation 

according to sex. Forexample a Korewc woman of household 19 

a.re,uod that~ a Kerowe girl is obligcd to kneel down wheneve:r 

gTe&ting the men and other eldors, or.else she will never 

gct a fianceo This is nlso true of the Ngoni in household 5, 

and the Sukuma in household 11. In household 5 it was also 

revoaled that whenever women o.re per:forming household tasks 

liko pounding or sorting vegetables, it is forbidden to do 

such tasks infront of the main 1)Uilding. All such tasks are 

perfomed in the backya.rd-. 
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According to Nyak:yusa customs, as told in household 13, 

a man is not allowed to perform fem.&le relatcd tasks, other­

wise he will be despised by women. This is the sa.me with 

Jaluos in household 140 On the othe1., hand the Ngoni in ho­

usehold 17 and household 5 stress that it is the duty of a 

good woman to offer good services to his husband and hcr 

inlaws. Such services inolude oooking for them, serv:i.ng 

them "With good food and preparil\?,· l)athing water for themo 

They give an example that, whenever serving the husband with 

a chicken, one should make sure that he supposedly beat 

mea.t that is thighs and gizzard, is served to him. vTomen 

and female children eat other portions of chickenj whioh 

aro rega.rded to be in:ferioro 

The Suk:uma in household 11.stress that méll'Tied women 

are not allowed to go back to their fa.milies of orientation 

except when they have to attend important ceremonies such 

as f'unerals~ and wedd.ings. This is the same with the Chagga 

in household 4 and 9 who add that a ma.rried woman who has 

delivered a child should not go back to her family of orie­

ntation. Sho is to be looked G.fter l)y her mother irùawo 

Muslim women of household 2 and 1 always covcr themselves 

with black covoring (buibui) leaving only the face lirhenever 

they go outo 

Answers given to the question, what would happen if 

one breaks such taboos, were di:fferent but all the gj.vcn 

answers Teflected the following: 

10 Tb.ose who break talJoos are dospised 'by womeno 
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2o Those who break such. taboos would be rega.rded 

lazyo 

3o Those who break the taboos will never get ma.rriage 

pa.rtinerso 

4. Thoso who break taboos would loose control over 

thoir wiveso 

These taboos re~lect how they can be of much inf'lucnce in 

maintaining some patterns of division of labour in the hou­

sehold.Se- When apion wa.s sought about :pref~nce of subjects · 

for girls and boys, parents and da.ughters thought that, 

domestic science, secreta.rial, and nursing courses are good 

for female children, (Households 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 18, 
to 

22, 25 and 28) while the follow:Î.llg subjects are thought / l)e 

proper for male childrens technioal subjects, medicines and 

a.rmyo 

After giving a general pictu;re of the households, we .. 

now turn to the case studies which are analysed in detai1·1n 

part I of chapter III. 
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HUS BAND 
.. 

Houso Oocu-
holll AGE pation Raligion Eluce.tion 
Noo 

Eth:i,nio 
Back-
~und 

... -· . . .. ... 

19. 39 Perso- Chrisit Gtladua"lt& KereRe.. 

nnal.. 1an 
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oer· 

.. - . .. n 

20 45 se.te- I3lllm Fœm4 ~ 
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~- carti-
near fice.ta 

''' ' 

Ylilm OF.· 
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.. 

1984 

Oh:Udren +--...-~---------------' Depend.ants DIVISION ·oF· 
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•. , .. W IFE 

' ~\ :< .. 
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with 
Adv. 
Diplo­
xra 
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.._eu:-van ___ ts_· --1 rowm RmATIONS, 

M F 

1 o Hbus eboldi. 
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shared be-­
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and husba.ndio 

: 2e Peoision 
. {_ ~- wwer ' 
. . · .. ,in ··à'll.' matt ers 
·' : of; ,the bouse-
· .. -:.' ·.holfüiis sœred 
\. betw.éen hus­

ba.nd. and wif eo 

1 - Houa ebold 
tasks are 
pet'form.ed by 
fa:nales.; oru.y. 

2e D..ecision 
mald..ng_ on 
building,8. 
bouse is done 
by the.- hus­
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-- .. . . . . 

Rov.,ge H u s· B A N D 'W I F E 
hold AGE Occu:p- Religion Education Ethinic YEA.R OF._ .. AGE Occu:p- Religion Education Ethinic Children · DDTISION OF T.ASKS 

- No. ation Back- MAR.i.'lliAGE ation Back- Depe~ .PATTERNS OF POWER 
g:round grOUJ.i.d nts RELATIONS 

- Relatives 
. . . . Servants . . . . . . . . . .... . . 

M F 

23 40 Army Christ-:- ··· Form 4 · Hehe 1980 29 Wel- Chris- Form Hehe 5S 108 l.Household taeks 
Offi- ia.n fa.ré tian fov..r ls 16R ; . are 1)0rformed · 
cer Luthe- Offi- Luthe- with by the females. 
(Milli• 

.. 
. ra.n cer ran certi-

2.Decision ma.king l ta.ry) ficatè 
(Leute- on assisting . . 

nant) relatives fina.-
.. ncially is done 

-. 

C by the husb.and.. 

., 

24 , ]8 .. Offi~ · Chris- Stdo 8 Ra 1976 28 Eou.se Chris- S:td. 4 Ha 1sR l· l.Ilousehold cho-
ce · tian wif'e tian 16R 5S res are sha.reà. 
Atte- RoCe Petty ReCo between the wif'e '·· - , 

.. 

ls na.a.nt T:r&des and males·rela.-
tives 

2.Decision making 
power in all 
matters is the 
husband.s respo-
~ibility. 

, , 

' 

1' 
'( .. 
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..--------------------------------------------------~----"':~---~--.. -. ____ _.,... 
Rouse- R U S . B A lî D 
hold AGE Occup- Religion Education 
J:10. ation 

···- .· 

YEAR OF 
lv'f.tlilRIAGE 

W I F E ·--------· ----------------, AG"E Occup- Religion :ma.ucation Ethinic: Children 
ation · Eack... Dependa-

ground nts · 
Relctivcs 
Se::L'VG.nts 
M F 

.DDlISIOif OF T.ASKS 
PATT.Er:lNS OF POWER 
RELATIONS ' 
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'tian 
J.illgli-
ca.n 

Std. 8 Manyema 1948'. 

Form: Luguru 1984 
four· 
with: 
derti-
fiente 

50 
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386 368 
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heritance is 
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brothers in law 

l.Rousehold tasks 
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hi;is'bà.nd helps 
with some. 

2.Deoision ma.kjJ:lg 
power·in house­
hold finances 
is vested in the 
·hand.s of hus­
band 
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}T ': I IIouse Il u s ]3 A N D F E 
hold. AGE ,,Occup- Religion Education Ethinic l'EAR OF AÇIE Oècup- Religion Education Etp.inic Children DIVISION OF TASKS 
No. ation J3aok- MAful.L\GE' . a.tian Back- De:pend.ar:' PATTERNS OF POWER 

ground 
-

ground. nts RELATIONS 
' .. Ralatives 
« Servants 

M F ., 

.. ' 

29· ~8 Clerk Chris- Form 4 -:-- a.ky: riy - 1985 ;24 l.Reco- Chris- ·Std. 7 Nyak- 2S l.Household chores 
tian usa. .. rde:r: ti.an yu.sa. 14R are performed 
Luthe- . Luthe- by the wife wi th 

.. ran 2 .. other ran 1tl female rel~tives 
ec 

·. ... activi"'."I 2.Decision ma.king 
·' ties .. " power in family ',' .. 
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{) income utiliza-

tion is vested / 
r, 
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P.ART. : ;J: . · · 

T.ECID OREOAHOUSEROLD 

..4.mong the rese~ohèd household is what we have oalled · ... 

·the Orega household. The household oonsists of 10 memberso 
• < 

The husba.i;iq._ Mro- Oregf;l., the· _he.§4 _of' 1he holll3ehold is 55 y~aa-s 
·a.~ .. -.~-~·•'"/'">W>~~:~"·1tJ ,l~~j~ · .. \, .··:i: .·:>v~ . ..a,. •· ~. ~ •· .. • , · 

old. He i:;UEl.JÇ~.istian m1d l'Ü:ild.s a Bi.A.~ deg:ree in eoonqmi:os., . 
t;,\; . . ' ' . . -. . y 

Mr. Oregà.. '1;rf a formèr emJ>l~yJ~ Ôf the d.e:f'unct East Africa.n- :, 
~-'.:· -~\·n;i -·· ./ , . : , i 

Railwa:ys Cbr:t>!\'.P!~~~Oll~ T~ania. R~giô?i ~here he worked a.s·.a.n 
·,ç;( ,'1'{\.! .. 1 . •. 

Ope~a.tions Q~~io,q; f6~ tbree yed'rs,. In 1970 he quit his. -: 
:":t ' ~ . ,. 

employmen~j~ iyarted his Olf.n business. 
. . = . .-:· . :;.;·- .. (~ . 

IIe is e K;i.kuyu and 

his fi:I'st ~;f:Ei :~~o passed rore;y in 1983 wa.s also a Kikllyt;i,. 
. ,/>··-~·r, 

She usv..a.lJ.:ir àta.yed in 1îairobi. 

~Tel~G. the second wife of Th1r. Orega. is 30 yea.rs rOlQ.o· 

She i's ~ Lutho~~ and Nya.k;yusa by tribe._. She hnd comple·ted 

her n.ui'~ing cot&se in 1976 and workod at 1'1na.zi mmoja dis~ 

nseiJ?y in :bar es Salaam.. Sinoe he:r marri8t,O'C to Orega. shq_ 

has become a f'ull time hou.sewi:fee 

ding su.ch as selling ice orea.ms. 

She engages in petty tra.-

:,~ j 

The Orega' s wedding was trad.i tiona.lly oontracted in.;.· · . 

orà.er to logitimatize their ch:ild after the bride price _(?:f 

ten oows was pa.id to '11rehrilœ '~ parents. Legi t:i:matizing; -the 
~ . - . . , -

child \jas ,~il imr,ortti.nt _facto:r' à.t:côrdirig to Nyt1.lcy-u.s·ti. oustbrns, 

as i t is '.i;hought that. illegi timate childrcn would, bring sort. · . · .... 

. of misfO:t'?,il'i.GS to tho:ir pareni;s .5 .. Tb.rougb. _the Illm'riàg~, · 
_ ·. _ assigneél. · · •. . . · · · · · . · . · : 

~~_lw~e · hàd bcen / the now · rolo of a_ gqoq: 1-Tife ~ .. · 

môthe~~ o;t' èhildren, ·This :was· ex:plioi tily dramn~ized by 
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Twolwike t s pn.ternal aunts who had instructed Twelwil~c in 

âooordance to Nyalcyu.sa oustoms. Twelwike was also romindod 

that u role of a good olu"istian wife is ta bo obediont to 

hor husbaro., 6 This had af:feotod her behaviour in their ho-

usehold in :porforming housèhold tasks effcctivcly. Sh0 is 

thùs obedient to hor huaband., Also being a good ,dfo Twel­

wike, ~~0113 the decisions made by hor husband.. 7 Twelwike 

has maintainod Nynlcyusa 01.ù.tural boliefs althoug:h. she is in 

tho èi ty be cause sho still lias oo:hnoctions wi th hor people 

in ][boyi:1 who f'requcntly visi t her nnd she o.lso visi ts them. 

Also ·in tho city her fo.vourite friond is a f'ellow Uyrucyusa. 

Deing·a housewife she has no much intoractions.with other 

people as i t 'would ho.vo lJeen if sho wns omployod.. ü 

Mx., broga. and Twelwilœ have two "boys 1lt:,O"()d 9 and 7 and 

one· girl aged 4. Tho two boys are in standard t1rn o.nd sta­

ndard one rospectivolyo Tho Oregas live with rolntives, 

throe of thon are m~los agod 16, 16 and 14. The first two 

arc iiwins of Orega1 s youngost sister$1 and the 14 yon.rs boy 

is :-::i. son of Orega.1 s 1Jrother.. They all attend priva.te seco­

ndary sohools and Mr. Orogo, is rosponsiblo for thoir sohool 

focs and school uniforms~ The two girls are, Twel1rike you­

:nger sister who is aged 16 yours sho attends typing oourso 

at a nearby Commercial Schoolo Tho othor one is a Nyal:cyusa 

housoma.id who is 15 years old. · She is from r:"':-relwiko' s home 

areao Twelw.ikc prefers housomaids from her own homo aroo. 

bocauso sho boliovos th.at thoy arc polite nnd trustworthy. 

Tho housemàid is · still ne1r to the ci ty as she hns oQmplotod 

/nltivo niônth~ in Dm> os Sc.laomo 
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DDTISIOU OF TASKS AND RESPONS!l3Il,ITIÈS 

(i) Ooou,12?tion 

Tho Orogas have their occupations f'rom which they·de­

rivo their oarningso :Va•. Orego.' a ·Occupation is businosso 

IIe deals wi th timber and ro~ haulage business. The se bu.si-

nesses are owned and controlled by Orega. himselfc. He has 

engagod a boy whose duty is to sell and replonish the stock 

of timber under Orego. 1 a m1.porvisiono Mro Orega' s timbc=c 

sto::re is adjacent to the timber godown which is o.p:pro~ 

tely 5o•x 20 1 in width. Tho godown is full of all sort of 

· 'tiinbor' likc "mvulc", 11 mkm1[;11Zi11 , "mninga11 , plyw·ood, sof't 

wood and CYJ:lrU.So A:ftor day1 s sales the boy counts all the 

money and hands over the proceodings to ~Iro Orega. Whenever 

Mr. Orcga is not around the boy banks tho .monoyo Tho timber 

business was sta.rted in 1979 by Wœo Orega two yoars a~ter 

thoy woro married. Capital for the business wes obtainod 

:f'.rom Orogas roa.d. haulagu industryo Twelwiko has no shv..re 

in the business and sho doos not know what income is genera­

ted ±'rom the business. 

Mr. Oroga o.lso doals in goods haulago,. Ho mms two 

hea:vy duty trucks, tvro iï..l'ailers o.nd three pickup:::~ Theso m-e 

usod commorcially o Ho lms also one saloon car "i'rhioh is used 

for non commercial activities with tho trucks and pickups ho 

transports oommod.itios liko soo.p, cooking oil, 'kho.ngas', 

1vi tenge 1 , and other oonsumor items to r,Iwanza$ Dodoma and 

Shi:nya21c:.,'Y(L. On his way back to Dar es Salo.am he transports 

m.i.gar, Nile perch fish o.nd ootton socds cakese Ho also 
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transports maizo and boo..ns to Kenya and brings fl'om Ke1-zy-a 

i toms like toilet soaps, :perfumcs, 11 khangas' a.nd drosses to 

wholo salo.s traders·. ITis brothers who livo in Konyo. provido 

him wi th business contacts in Ke1va. What is earned f'rom 

his busincsscs is owned o.nd oontrolled by himsolf. This is 

mairuy beca.uso Mr., Orega is the main producer and thus he 

is. the controller of' what ho has producedo He is a docision 

ma.ker on how to :run tho lmsinoss, nnd what should be spent 

from the em-nings. 

Type of occupation has very much contributod to the 

shapi.ng of tho pattern of division of roles in this llQUso­

hold. 'l'welwike 1rho was once a nurse ho.d to d.ro:p hor p-.L"ofo­

ssion to enable hcr cope wi th household tasks, booausc· her · 

husband who is a business man travols a lot. Wi th nu:rsing 

profession it would be difficult to work night shifts at 

times when the husband is awnyo Tho decision of quiting hor 

profession was a.rrived o.f'ter the husband urgcd hor to do soo 

Twelwilœ oa.rns sha~ 400/ ... por dny out of her i(ie creaJ1].s 

sales. She is the orga.nizer of this trad.ce The initial ca­

pital of Shs. 1,000/= was obtainod from Oroga's income. He 

is the one who controls th.a income genoratod f'rom tho ice 

creo.m sales, as ho inspocts tho accounts and l:i.ko to know 

how the money is spont. In cases whon his business do not 

go woll, !,Ir. Oroga appropriutos the monoy genero,tof :L-rom 

ico croam sales f'or his own use.· Twelwikc has no docision 

on whethor to sta.rt n nm-r business or not., A good oxam.ple 

ha.pponod in march 1987, whon il.tu (Twelwil~e t s fi'iond) adviscd 
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Mro Oroga. was awayo Twolwike could not docidc on his o'Wl'l. 

Sho he.d to wa.i t for hm• hu.sband who adviscd her that the éll'ea 

wa.s not conduoivo for poul try koopingo IIowever ~b.,.. Oroga did 

not givo ariy reason why .. This is ma.inly attributod to the 

big difforenco in a.go betwocn Twelwik:0 and her husband.1 Tlml­

wikc is 25 years yo1.,mgGr tha.n he:-c- husband... Also at tho time 

of :mnrri~,,go Twelwike' s husband wa.s qui to ostablishod in terms 

of won.ltho 

(ii) Ilousohold Finanoos 
-~ -- :Il =- _,.... 

IIoüsehold incomo 1:>u.dgot is furnished by Or.oga himself • 

Tio providos Shse 8,000/= to Shso 10,000/= por month for hou­

sokooping purposeso ~,'ir., Orega has a l>ank account, h".'I is the 

ono who koops rocords of his finances~ and his w:Lfc doos not 

know whet is tho ballanoo in tho Oroga 1 s ba11k aocounta 

Twolwika howover hns to e,ooount for the monoy usod for hou­

sekoepi:ng at the end of oaoh montho 

TN°Glwiko I s eat'nings from ico croam sales m .. e usod to 

supplemont the amotint sho is givon for housekoG11ing., S'.ae 

uses the ico cream money to pu:rchaso 1oa.vc:.1s of bi"oacl fox 
fr.on 

br0a.kfc1.st, salt, matchlJoxos, onions and to matoos / the 

noa.:rost stall., 

( iii). Ownc~sh:ui and Co1rtt'ol of Assots 

Tho Oroga!s live in a single storoy houso which is 

self oon"\;ainod wi th throo Ï)odrooms(l Ma.stars bodroom is 

SGlf oontainoda Tho hoLIBO is su.:i.:Toundod by ~. fonce and it 
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has 0, gate., It is built on a. high density :plot which Mr~ 

O.rego. bought from l'-:fr~ Mwa:Uiojo his brothor inlaw~ 1vho was 

allooutod the plot but fo.iloël to oroct a houso booauso ho 

luolccd fu..'"ldS11 Tho houso is the proporty of M.1;.., 0:ro~a, as 

110 buil"l:; i t himsolf wi th incomo goncr~.tod from tim1XJ2' busi-

All nssots such as f\1..."t'ni ture, fan and cars o.rn ownod 

n.nd controll0d by Orogr, himsolf., fü) is tho ono 1trho io res­

ponsi blo with purchasing tho ass0ts and doos soma ropnirs 

whenevor thoy booome out of ordor., Mro Orega is rosponoiblo 

wi th pu.rchasing drosses fo:c all m0mbors of tho housoholds 

except during religious fostivals when Mr& Orcga givos 

Tw(;)lwiko somo moncy to puxchaso drosses and gif·bs foi~ the 

housoholdo Twelwike is not supposod to givo "-llY :i.tom to a 
tho 

relative of oither sj.do without/consont of h0:r husband~ 

(iv) Division of Taslq:J in tho Houschold 

In this housohold th0ro is a rigid division ~f tasks 

b0-fït.reon fomalo's and malo 1 s oouplod with unsharod loisv.ro 

timo o.o·'.ïivi tios betwocn tho couplas., ThG husband acts o.s 

the oontrollor of tho task~~ Ilo quostionn his wifo whonovor 

any thing goes wrong, whilo tho wifo doos all ho~2 bost to 

mnko su.vo that sho 1>100.SQS hor husbo.nd., Tho wifo is tho 

manngor of tho household tasks~ Sho supo~!.?V"isos all thoso 

who assist in porformi.ng tho ·i;asks:, Tho wifo is vo1~y obo­

diont ta ho:r husband5 sho bol:i.evos in cbristianity tot!.ohings 

that ovory husband is n hoad of tho hr)Usohold and 1tivos 

should obey thoir ~us1)m1ds,,9 .Aftor tho doa.th of Oroga' G 

/,J, 
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first wifo Twehr.i..ko 'WV..S f'roq_uently ask:ing his huslJand to f O:r'- . 

1?1aliso thoir mazaringo in n christian way~ .· Tho huslmnd was 

howovcr hesi tating beoaus0 of tho nature ôf' hïs 000t1.:patiotl'. 

He thinks ho should have anoth'3r·wifo 'iiho will bo bo.s0à. in 

}îairolJi, to tnke caJ:>o of his businesses in Nairobi& As such 

ho plans to marry anothor wifo in lifairobi to replace his 

10 first wif'c o · 

In the Oregci. 1 s housohold1 Twelw:ikci r s task is ossentially 

tô hundlo all housohold tasks and is rbs:ponsiblo :fœ'.' the caro 

of the housohold monibors. The main oom:ponents of Twelwike's 

work includo all types of hàusework, such as washing, mond.ing 

oiothes,. fotching water cleaning the houso and maizo milling. 

Tlrelwiko is rosponsiblo :for oooking for the mombors of the 

housohold and also to take care of the children and the siok 

membors of the household. Twelwike has twico becn hospitali­

zed wi th hor sons while hor lmsband was avmy n.n.cl twioo wh.ile 

her husband was at homo. Somotimes Twelwike ma.y get help 

for doing tho housohold tasks from her femalo relatives, 

espccially at the times whcn sho is sic!<: or when she de·liv.ers 

a baby. 

In order to copo with hor housohold tasks Twolwiko 

wclcos up at 5o30 a.m. é1Xld. goos to bod at 11.00 p.m. a.:ftor she 

has made arrangements for the next days job1 that is prcpari:ng 

and. packing tho ice croams. 1V"1r. Oroga on the otherho.nd. walços 

u:p at 6.30 aomo and goos to bod d.t 12ci.OO midnight. Ho is not 

involvod in any single housohold tasks, ho is only concerµ,ed 

with :producing onough for housohold oonsumption. 
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Tho fema.:i.e'· childmon- 'in the Oroga houschold m-o ·very 

helpful t6 Tweliifiko. Thesc ru;,o Mr. Orcga1 s youne,ur sister 

and tho houseronidf hs 1h's. Oroga' s daughter is still a ba.byo 

Tho girls help with tasks including fetching water, pro:paring 

childron food, maizo milling1 ga;rdening paoking c:.nd solling 

the io,o croams. Tho sons and tho other boy' s roSJ.)onsibili­

tiea inclùdè proouremont of f'uol for the household and othor 

utilities,.;k.ee;i;>ing the ym-d and tho surroundings oloan.. 

(v) Loisuro Timo 
... _,, 

Tho pattern of' sponding loisure timo ia tlio samo as 

that of porformi:ng lioti.eehold tasks,- in the Orogas.o11 During 

his :froo tinio~ ~il ôrêg~ ~tay~ in the ~ex-and.a with his oo-- -
.. , ..... 

businossroon ahd f'riehd.s;., he never o:l:œs with bis wife and 

her frionds~ Mrs Oroga sits in the baclç--:-:'<' ··,· ,. " -P;~~,_, .. 

friend.s and child.ren. This attitude is also secn during 

meal times whero J\,Ir. Oreg'B, and male childron tako their mc­

als on the dinning -table and Twell'rilœ and hcr daughtor with 

the femalo children sit on the mat at tho backya:i:-d~ 

During her leisurc times Tvrolwiko visits hor f'cmalo 

friands and relativese Sho f':requently ,risits her f'avourite 

friend Atu, a fellow Nya.lcyusa woman who stay in 0"""storbay. 

Twelwiko has a brother who sto.ys at Kijitonyama. Shc f're-
also 

quently pays visits to lùm / Mx,. Orega on the othor hand 

spends his lo;i,rure timos by going out.for his boer with his 

f!o!oionds and co-busincss mena 
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(vi) Childron Eduoatio~ 

:J:)eoisions regard.ing child.."l'cn oduoo.tion arc ma.do by 

Orcgae Rois the ono who dooides on what k:i.nd of school for 

tho childron ta attend.,, Ho is tho one 11ho docid0s on whethor 

9.r not to live ri th dopondants and whether to provido fa~, 

thcir oducation or nota In addition Mro Or0ga dooidcs WB-e-

the::l'.' his w~fc can attond. a relatives wodding or :f:'unoral and 
. . ·. ~ .· .' 

what contributions to be made in suoh occasionso12 

Tb,o Oroga. household potra.ys a. puroly tll1sb.a:r0d rolo 

pa ttorn in which tho hüsband has his own :rolcs and the wife 

hè;sb Aise tliô mai~ 6hildrd11 ho.ic thoir o'wn dofihed hous~ 

1toia iJ,~:;i., trh!ie iho :romalG ëh:.ldron have tho:ï.rsJ Thçi:ëe is 
somo rclationshi:ps bct11ocn the abovo pa:tttirn of division of 

_labour and factors such as occupationjl roligious boliofs, 

cultural practicos and indcpondonoo in production which sha.pa 

tho pattern of division of la.bow.~ in the Orage housohold.o 

'\ 
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.TEE NDIMBO ITQUSE!IOLD 

.. Wi th the Ndj,mbo household I spent the· longest time for 

interviews compared to other householdse I sta.rted the inte­
and. fini.shed in j "tY 23rd 1987 • 

rviews on 21st Maroh 1937/ This was mainly due to two rea-

.· · sonso Only Dorica. the wife and the cbildren were interei3ted 

··' · wi th the interviews. However Dorica. was to busy throughout 

she could aff'ord to spare 01il.y five to ten minutes during 

each visi to Also because the husband Mr. Ndimbo was not 

· -very much interested with the interviews he answered only a 

few questipns,. As such vre had to depend mainly :from Dorioa1 s 

interviews and observations to get rich da.tao 

The Ndimbo household consists of ten members. The 

husband Mr. Ndimbo is the deju:re head of the hou.sehold with 

formnl educntion. He also attended air craft technician 

course in Britain. Reis employed as an a.ircraft technician 

with one of the Airlines at Dar es Salaamo He is a Oh:ristian 

and Ngoni by trïbe• IÎe likes to dresl:i in jearis Md tae shirts 

and wea:cs long hair which is well cn.redo 

Dorica the wife is 38 yenrs old a Christian and nlso 

a Ngoni. _She completed standard eight education in 1965 at 

Peramiho girls schoolo She thon undorwent toa.chers cou.rse 

in 1966 to 1968 and was employed as a primary school teacher 

in 1968 the occupation sho has held to date., Thei:i:- mo.rriage 

was contracted in 1970 at ~eramiho Roman Catholic ChuJ.~cho 

.'11he Ndimbos have daugh.ters who are agod 17~ 15, 12 and 

8,yoa.rs respectively. The :first born completed standard 
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· seven in 1983~ she was not s~;\.ected tô join_ second.m'y school. 

Dorica sent her to Domostié Sciences School for two years at 

Peramihoe The second giri completed standard._seven in 1986, 

Do:rica has not ydt donidod 1rhat to do wi th her. Tho third 

girl is in staiid~d oneo The remnining three are boys aged 

six years, four yeo.rs and mm yearse They a;re not attonding 

school as they are still vnd.er age.. There is also a bouse 

maid who lives wi th them., Sho is aged 18, he:r plaoe of ori­

gin is Iringa, Dorioa got her through n friend who lives in 

Iringa.o 

nrvÎsroN -oF: TAStœ AND RÉsro1m:è:itcir.rIEs 

(i) Occupation 

Mro Ndimbo does not oTit,oai.'50 in other eoonomic aotivities 

apart from his formal employment. He was firstly employod 

as an Aircraft tecbnician trainee in 1962 wi th the dofun9t 

Ea~t African Airwayse Aft0r oompleting an Airoraft techni­

oian ooUJ:'SO in 1968 ho continued to work with the same oom­

pany until when it wtl.s dissolvod., IIe joined Air Tanzania with 

the sa.me post in 1917 who:ro he is working to da,te. i.ir. Ndimbo 

uses his money eo.rned :t'rom his occupation for boer d.rinkill€ 

and othcr leisuro acti'vities,i3 

Dorioa's' main occupation is teaohing prime.ry school . . . 

childrcho She also does pa.rt-time prive.te teaching (tuition) 

at. u foo of' Shs., 100/""' pe!'. month per ohild!II Sho h2,s an 

avera;go of 3q ohilèlrcn attend.ing her tuition classés on 

da.ily ba.si_s oxelud.ing sat1.1.rd.ays and sunciayso She e~ooas 
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horself in other iricom·e gei1érating activities whioh are me:;.. 

ntioned below in order to maintain the household effectively, 

as his husbo.nd does not qontributo to ·ilh,è up~ep of the hou-.. ' ' . 

seholck 14 Fram her tv_i. tion classes Dori~a eaJ:'ns an average 

of Shsa 3~000. per month, this is on top o:f her monthly salaa:-:, 

of Shs. ,2~500/=o Iler other. ecanomic aotivity is operating 

a beerstore whioh she startod in 19840 She o:perates the store 

:f'rom 7.00 p~mi to 12.00 midnight everyday. From 1984 to 1987, 

Dorioa.' s working day which is 18 hours oould be m.urunru:-ised as 

f'ollowsa..:. 

At 6.oo à.om.- she w.a.kes up, mclœs bcds, mrnops her 

.bedroom, pxepa:res brea.k:f'st, puts things in order, 

instructs the housomaid and elder childxcn what ta 

do for the da.y. 

At 7.00 she takos breakfast 

At 7.30 she is on ho::- 1,my to Mashujaa :prima.ry 

Sohoolo 

• At 8ÔOO to ~.oo p~m. she conducts her lessons at 

Mashujaa prima.r-<J school. 

At. 2.,30 p.m. she is oh hcr 1'fây back ta her homè 

At 3620 p.m. sho takes her bath 

At 4.00 to 6.oo p.m. she does pa.rt time tuition 

cl~sses, excludi:ng Satt.œdays and Sundays. 

At 6~30 pem• she is.back homo fran her tuition 
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At 7 oOO pom<? j;o -12000 mid nie;ht she opens her beer 

storeo15 

Other Dorica•s·ooonomic activity involves d.oing part 

time job at Kurasini ][ission<t The job starts at 2.,30 :p~m~ 

and ends at 6030 J;i~ino f>D :'.'J ),)é'.:1.d Shse 3:000/:-. per month 

iricludihg other fringo bèriofits such as socond hand. olothos, 

cooking oil~ powd0rod milkr bulga~ yollow corn and loans of . ' 

i 
ùp to Shso 20,dbd/= at timos of nobdo Tho .job involvos ro-

ooiving ~ostsj p~epa.ring and allobating rooms for the gu.ests 

and a.rrang.i.ng ±'or thoir -b-avollingc Dorioa startod tlu.s job 
1 • • 

in 1987 Docembor a~or she had. stopod hor boer business and 

hor :pa.rttimo tui tion c~assoso Sho prof ors this job ~:ocause 

sho oaJ:>ns a lot of monoy nnd gots fringo bonofits. Also 

beo~use she can attend hor hausohold botter~ 

This pattern of division of rolos is attributod to 

historical development of the couploo From the timo thoy 

woro marriod9 l'!Ir. Ndiml:io wo.s more attractod wi th leis1.1ro of 

the cityo. His .wife -!iho~cofor., had -~a ad-:-.pt horself to city 

methods of oa~ning su.ffioient incomo for housohold upkeeping 

and for further developncnts~ Tho situation bocamo worso 

whon w~.:. lfüimbo got brain injury in a car accident. 1'füen ho 

recovered ho bocame a more drunkard person~ This situation 

has made Dorica a dominant. producor in the houschold, and 

h:nco powerf'ul in docidi:ng on what she :producess DOJ:-ica is 

a strong beliovo~· of cl1J:>istia11i.ty faitho As such sho would 

not lilœ to divorce hffc h'uf.fband dosp:ï.te of all tho problems 
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she oncounters. Sho re:fers to oh:cistia.ni ty :f'eaehings tb.!l.t, 
.... - . . . . . 16 

ma.rriod poopio shoula--- nover part unless den.th parts them. ··. 

Anothor thing which ties Dorïoa to her mmiage is 11.el' chil­

dren. 1Ti th seven child.re:n she thinks i t would be improper 

; 

for her to live without a hus.bandt (living a prostitute life). 

(ii) Household Finances 

The husband. and the wife o.re each the -0on1iroUor$ tœ 

superviser and the decidor on her or his inc_ome without inter­

ference from the othe~ pro:-ty. Eaoh of them keeps his or her 

.mm account and no body knows wb.at is the balance of another' s 

a.ccount. However it is Dorica•s duty to furnish the hquse­

hold budget and she does this with income generating aotivi­

ties. She spends a.bout Sh.s .. 10,000/ = por mon.th for uplœep 

of the household only. 

Mr • N dimbo' s talcc home sala.ry per mon th is Shs a 5,900/ =<e 

·Ho uses the moncy for dri:nking beor, going to cinenm. and dance 

music. W.1r. Ndimbo d.oes ri.et con tri bute evcn o. shillinq,' for }.JUJ.'-

' 

chasing sal t. All the money which come in Jl.'fr. Nd.im1Jo f s Jn~ 
is used for d.rinking beor. This attitud.é wa.s deib.dJtrat~ 
when Dorica was going to Litowa to su:pervise.hoo:' house. She 

could not lenve the monoy for housohold utilities with her· 

husband. She had to leave all the monoy with hor elder da.­

ughter. In this way the attitude of Ndimbo's alcoholism h.a.s 

in:fluenced Doricas decision making in financial matters. 

·(iii) .Q..ontrol and Own~i-~11:ï-n of Assets 

Ind.e:pendence from husband 1s incomo lw.s made Dàrioa. 

become powerful in docisions portaining to.the welfa.ro of 
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· tho hov.sehold such as ooitd.ing ohildren for further etudies, 

o~mershi:p and oontrol of ~ssotse ·· She is tho ownor of as~ets 
,. 

inol'9-ding :f'urni turo' fxai~~' table fa.ri, ki tchen i..mtcmsils 
' ( 

a.nc1. tvro housese Ono of her houses is the one in wh.i.oh they 

are nOlt living in., It :i.s o. four bod roomed hou.se wi th two 

rooms on ei ther sid~ of~:J'- .-oontro.l corridor ruid a. ya.-ixl which 

is ~pund.ed by walls. :connooting thG main and. the baoqard. 
! 

str.uoturo of the buildings The ba.okyard' struoti.tt-os · inolude 
,,: 

a ki tohen room, storo i~oom; bath room1 ·ana: a pi t lat--.cine., 

The ma.in house h~s a hi~h :coof (mgorïg~· \ra: tembo) e.nd. the P 
. ï ·:.:··-

wa.ll.s a.ro painted _w:;Uh .g:t>OOl'l oolour 'oh. 1
éxterrtal aidés and .... ":·, _.· ·-. -·· .... - . . -

01,oarn. · :oolo~ on inte~nal sides & Doricà· 'cüil t · this ''hou.se 

wi'.lih Tanzanie. RoU$ifl8 Bank loan:.o:f' Shss 80,o.QQ/• ·itl 1977• 
•':,•: 

She is now being ded.uoted SJ:1so 700/"" per montli:' ~0D1 hor 
a 
slary to recover tho loan. 
1\ 

Dorico. has another holtse whieh she is building in Litowa.ô' 

With tho money she eE?Jm trom ho:i:- beex 'business sho will be 

able to complote the houso which she says will oost hor Shs~ 

250,ooo/ '"'o Dorica 1-ras able to purchn.se a new sofa s0t at a 

oost of Shs~ 50,000/= a.fter obtaining a loan of Shs. 20,oop/= 

from hGr part time em:i1loye:r, to wb:ich shc add.ed Shs. 30,000/~ 

fl'om hor savingso 

(iv) Division of Tasks in tho llousehold 
t ,. 

By the naturo of ho~ business Dorioa bas no ~~m~ te 
,.'. ' \ ~ . : 

'\, 

perform all har.household charesa She does the following , , . < ... : . ..... ~ .. /' .• 
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husl)and I s bod, sweepi.:ng their bodroom, washing her olothos 

and hor husba.nd.s and n'LU'sing o. sick mem1)er of the ho,rneholdo 

At times o! nursing the sick she h.as to stop all other busi­

nesses so that she can oa:ce for the aick properly. As a 

resul t she looses some of he:r.· incomes which she would have 

earned from other activitios. In order sho may not loose 

a lot o:f inoome at times when she has to ce..re for 

the sick, Dorica requests her elder sister of Mikocheni to 

came and stay with her. She depends muoh on her female kins 

assistance tha.n on her male kins on matters relatinc to ho­

usehold tasksc IIowever she does all the supervision her­

selfo l 7 

On the other hnnd Nd.imbo does not er1t,oage himself in 

any household task. Tfo wa.kes u:p at 7.30 attm•, takes bis 

bath and goes to work if he is not on day shif't. If he is 

in the a:fternoon shift ho sleeps up to 9.00 a.m. In his 

:free days he goes f'or his beer or for a walko Although :Hr,8 

Ndimbo does not contril)ute for the u:pk:eep of the hc1.,1.sehold, 

he expects to be respeoted as any head of a household. He 

likes his olothes to be 'Wt',shed and ironed for himq This 

work is usually done by the housemaid and sometimes by his 

wife if she is at home. M:r. Ndimbo does not get worried 

whenever his wife cames late homeo Ris wife can decide to 

go wherever and come back at any time. This is mainly be­

causo the husband knmrs tho.t his wife is out aarnine some 

money for the welfare of the household. 
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(v) Leisure Time ·--
Mre Ndimbo enjoys the leisul'.'e of the city veTy nm.cho 

Acoording to him he lastly went to his home village in 1983. 

IIe does not l:i.ke going to his home village beoause he thinks· 

life in the village is ve-r"j· 1Joring.
18 

Mr. Ndim1)o l:Lù;:es his 

beer very mucho IIe goes for his beer at the nearest pub 

whenever he gets time& ~'D-so once eve!!'J month he goes out to 

dance mu.sic. Ilis fo.voo.rite band. is Marquis-du-Zaïre. Ile 

likes to read. newspapers especially the sports colum.n, as 

such he is very much awe.:t"e o:f ourrent eventso 

Dorioa's pattern of leisure is quite opposite to that 

of Mr. Ndimbo. On her :freo tiraes Dorioa visits he~ friend 

and sister who stay at Oysterbay and Mikocheni resJ.)ootivelyo 

Dorica visits them only at times of problems or during fes­

tivalso In brief WJ:ro Ndimbo and Dorioa do not share the:i.r 

leisure time activities. Eaoh of them has her or lus lei­

sure time pattern sha;ped 1Jy the pattern of his or her econo­

mic activi ties. The husl:mnd is not engaged in economio ac-
' ' 

tivities other tha.n his formal employment. Ile therefore has 

the time to spend his leisure time for leisure act:i.vitieso 

· The wife on the otherh2.nd is very much occupied ri t~2 othe:i:­

economic activities. In this way she bas no sparetime for 

leisure. 

The division of labo'LU' in the Ndimbo 1 s household is 

very much influenced by oity enviro:nment., The oouples axe 

.adnptcd to oity life but in different aspects. vThilê the 

husband. is ad.G:pted to the leisures of the city the wife is 
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tQ.'rJ.(il~to ways of eco11omioa.l Sttt'Vival. of' the city. Also 

cultural values .a.nd regious beliefs have some sie,1:rl.f'ica.nt 

influence in the division of labour in the 1:rdimbos household. 

T.EŒ MGUU.CBE IIOUSEHOLD 

. In this household1 :rtr. Ngu].ache is the head and is 

aged 52 yea.rs. IIe completed his standard eight in 1956. He 

·1s a holder of NABE Sta.3'e IlI Certificate in Storelœeping 

whicb. he obtained tbrough part time studies in 1983., ri1r. 

NguJ.a.che is a Ma.tango by tribe and a cb:ristian by religion, 

His wife Delfina is aged 43, she only attended adu1t ed.uoa;­

·::iïion classeso. 

Mr. Ngula.ohe and Delf'ina marriage was cont:raoted in 

1967 at Chang' ombe Roman Catholic Church, a year a.fter Iiu.oy 

their f'irst bo:t'Il was bo:i."n. Lucy is now 20 ye~s old. Other 

ohild.:re11. inolude Ngula who is aged 17, .Josepha.t 14, Tianja 111 

and Penuel 9 yea.t:'s old. 

Ma.r--,1 and Anna a.:re 1:îgulaohe' s daugh:ters, born by Mwa.juma 

a woman Ngulache wa.nted to marry before he met Delfinao Mw~ 

juma lives in Ki:pawa while Mary (aged 22)and Anna (e..ged 21) 

st.ay with their father and step mother. Others are Kilian 

and Eunice~ who are a.ged 23 and 20 years respectively. They 

are NgpJ_ache 1 s you.nger brother and younger sister~ Ngula1 

. Josephc1t, ;F~nuel and Kilian are males while the :r>est aï:'e 

ferna.les. Lucy and Ngv1a oompleted standaxd seven in 1983 

and 1986 respectively. Josephat Ha.nja and Perruel weré in 

sta.nda.rd seven, five and three respeotively. Mary and Anna 
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completed stand.àrd seven :i.ll 1981 and 1982, while Kilian and 

Eunice completed stand.a.rd. seven in 198o and 1983. At the 

time of 1'eseà.1'.'eh, Kilian ai~d. Ngula were at the Da.-t> es Salaam 

Teclurlce.l Colle~, Kilian in his f ourth yee:i: and 1.IT[,-,.ùo. in 

his first yea:r. Eoth pt.U'St1ing electrioal engineer~ oour-

ses. 

Ngi.1lache has two conou.bines whom he acquired. in 1975 

and 198o. They stay àt Kurasini and Kinondoni respeotively. 

Ngulach.e a.oquired the two concubines to conf'orm to Mata:ngo 

customs of marrying mor~ than one wifeo 19 Acoording to Hgu­

lache it is normal foi' a Matengo :peasant to marry ~1, new wife 

aftar each coffe~ season, after the peasant has sold his co­

ffee and obtained cash. This is done for prestige pcl.X'posés 

and for obtaining labov:.c fo~ the next coffee season. In ~he 

cit-y this situation is diffe:rent as for Mr. Ngulacb.e, having 

jUS,-lc 20 
the tTrro conèubines is fo~ prestige pu.~poseso 

" 
In brief this is für. Ngulaohe I s household which is 

ch.are.cterised by a husbund who has low oduoation and is emp­

loyed in the formal secto:ï:'. The houaehold is also cha.raote­

rised "by a wif'e who has no educe.tion and is employed in the 

informal sector in order to ea.rn the household incomeo 

DrJISI01î OF T.ASKS Ai."'i!D REsPOHSillILITIEJS 

(i) ÜCCUJ>2stiO!l 

In order to ea.rn his living, Mr. l'J"gulache is employed 

wi th the Tânzania :Haa>bo'tU's Authori ty as a senior stores 
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offi.cer. IIe earns Shs. 4,000/= per month which is not·'eno­

ugh fo:r: the maintail:lance of his big housèl1.old. :l'b:?. Ngula.che 

the:refore gave Shs. 2,000/= to bis 1Tife Delfina in 1984 to 

start small soale income generating activi tieso .JA.s su.oh Del­

fina 1 s main aotivities include selling dougb.nuts at fe:rz,yb 

On returning backhome she pu:rohases fresh fish which she 

frios and sells at niGht on the roadside nea.rby their house. 

She alao sells soft dr:uiks & Delf'ina I s income genera.ting 

activi ties generates upto Shs. 4,000/ = per month. Sho is 

the one who is responsïble with planning 2.nd operating her 

small scale income gene:t>ating activi ties,. Wi th tl.1.e money 

eaJ~ned f'"~om these activities it is possible to maintail~ the 

household. However contJ:>ol of the above activi tios is in 

the ha.:nds of :Mx. Ngulache, Delfina. cannot engage in any · 

other business withou.t her busband1 s consente 

A good example hap:pened dv..ring the time of resea.roh. 

Delfina had ma.de somo .m'Ta11t,~ements wi th Muhimbili Medioal 

Centre officials so that she and her daughte~ Lucy ootùd be 

employed as waxd attendants at the centre. She was aJ:Tangi­

ng fo:L' the a:ppointments wi thout knowing that her hu.S1)a..."1.d wa.s 

plannin5 to go baclc to Mbil"J{Ja to work thare p:reparing himself 

before oompulsory retiring ag~o 

The arrangements for Delfina 1 s and Lu.cy1 s appointmen~ 

mate:dalizedo Eowevc:r lh>. rf;3'U.lache refused them to te.ke the 

appointments as he had. deoidcd that a,11 of them e:irnoIJt Kilian 

and liJg,..ùa sho1.1ld leave for Mbinga. K.i.lian and NguJ.a he.d to 
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remain in Dax es Salaam so that they can complete their 

technioal coursese 

.This si tuo.tion is a olear piotu.re of haw legn.l 

aspects nnd cultural v~lues of a society ma.y conflict 

each other. l.1..l though in To..."1Zanio.. all women have lego.J. 

. ht t k d t t d b 1 · 1 t' 21 
rie; s o wor an axe :pro ec e y ogis n. ions, 

in most cnsos laws protooting women do not conf'o.,_""'ffi to the 

va.lues o:f the socioty, honce ma.king thoir a:p:plic€].bility 

di:f-.ficul t. li. wcmo.n mic;lJ.t have the :right t9 be omplqyod1 

but o,ecording tb the va.lues of' society i t is not l)j:'opei~ 

f'or ;:; uoman to live fm­

strosseb oh this p6il1t 

f'rom hor ht.1.s bE:.nd.~ 
ho 

/ . ~guos; 

tl on tho otho:i~ l].ljj.11d. soma lmrs onn.otcd. to 
o.llevio.te the oond.i t:lons of womon baok:t':i.Z'o 
on thorn bcca.uso logo.l oho.ngos orumo-b chm1&,'0 
socictal values o.:nd. preju..dico"22• 

He .givos 0.1.1 c:x:runplo o:f tho 1971 Ma.rriage .Act section Ii~ 

wh.ich he argues th.nt it is :prog:rossivc o.s its o.im. is to 

nllovia.to inoquc.li ty 1)ot!roon men and womono Ifotrovc:r the 

.A.et is subjoct to be inc:ffoctivo ns long 0,s i t romc.ins 
' ' 

pn.rallol i;o customo.r;y- lo;-.r which is still dominant. 23 

(ii) Rousohold Finances 

Linkod to the houscJ,1.old occupél..tions is th.o wholc 

question of housohold f':i.nl:nwos. l~s the control of' tllo . ' . . . 

oontrol of housohold fin~ncos arc ulso in tµo hnnél.~ Qf 

lifgu].c.cho bimsolf o 
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It is thG duty of Dolfinn to f\u>nish the budget of the 

houscJibld. Sh.o doos this wi th the incomo sho orn:-ns f?om hor 

smcll sco.lo oconomic o.ctivitios. The husband contri1)utes up 

to Shs. 3,ooo/= ta the lJu.d.got doponding on the o.mo1..mt o:f in­

como oarnod by Dolfi11.2.. lî.O"v-rovor Mr. Ngulo.cho doos not liko 

. to l)O ko:pt vory far :f:i:>om tho oconomic o.ctivitics o:f his wifoo 

IIe dorncm.ds to 1)o kopt into o. cloo.r picturo on b.ow Dolfino.' s. 

oconomic o.ctivitio1::1 gonoro.tc incomoo 

J3oco.uso Nr. Ngulo.oho controls housohold finances ho 

a.lso docidos on housohold wolf'nro. For oxa.m:plo ho mm oond 

Delf'inG. to Mntongo to holp lüs po.rents a.nd Del:fino. onnnot 

resist. Aooording to J1Jr• Mgulo.cho, his wif0 o.nd the two 

concul)incs, oa.ch ho.s o. rosponsibility of looking aftor her­

solf and he:r: children although l.\l[r• Ngulr,che co.n give assis­

tance from time to time. This WCTJ of life· is irrf'luenoed by 

Mo.tango ho.1)i ts. In Mo;l;one;o, w:i.ves cultiva te se:rm.ro.tc :plots 

f o:r food for thcmsolvos, o.nd o, joint cash cro:p :plot for 

thoir husba.nd. The 1,roceedil-,gs from the cash croris o.re 

howove:-c controlled by tho busbando,24 

This illustrates ~ culturel vo.luos nnd pro.cticos 

ho.va contrilmted to tho shO.]'.;)ing of the po..tterns of a_ivision 

of roles in the Ngula.chos hov.sehold. Nfr. Hgu.lache hns low 

forn1al educo.tion o.nd b.is w:i.:fo ho.s non a.t 0.11. This hc.s ma.de 

! 
the couple loss exposod to cultural values other tho..n their 

mm. This factor is v.lso nttribv.ted to the frequenc3r in 

which Dolfinn visi ts hor hUBband.s homo village to hel1) wi th 

coffee produotiono 
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( iii) Control und OWnershi:g of Asspt.s 

In the N~o.ch,e*s household" the pattd1~ of ô'WnOrslrl.p 
; . 

a.na. control o.f ci.s~éts is vory mu.ch.: d.eterrtdhèà. by the pci.ttern . . . 

of hn.ndling thq hoùselibld finnncose Boi~ a. ooritrolior of 
._.·· . .• ' . 

fino.nces _ ho is also the mmor and controller 6f hrusohold 

o.ssots. 

Ngui~che owns o. houso which thoy woro sta.ying in o.t 

the time of ro'sco.rch. }r.üon ho obtm.nod the plot for bui­

lding tho hou.se .in _1976, he plnnncd to build a big houso 
.,_ 1 

with six rooms• Boènùso of mongt>o incomo ho mr:i.nagcd to 

build only,o. backyard structure which ha.s tbroo rooms onch 

measuring 101 x 15•~ Éaoh room has o. door on the :f'ront­

s:i.à.o nri.d o. windolr~ Ono of' the rooms is usod by the pare­

nt~, the second room is usod by fdmaie ohildron, a.n.d tho 

third rooo is usod by the male childron. Fivo motors mro;y 

from the building th.ore uro two makeshift structures whioh 

arc used o.s one o. lo.trino and r.mothor o. kitchon. Tho fore 

ground is o.s big a.s 70' x 50' • Tho ground wo.s mev..nt for 

building the ma.in structure which Mr. Ngulacho hns f'o.ilod 

Othor important o.ssots liko :furniturc, hoc, oxe, 

bush knif'o, fv..n and radio, o.re Mr. Ngulc10he 1s proporty. 

All thoso o.ssots wore purcho.sod by Ngulacho himsclf'. 

Dolf':i.nn's power of purchn.sc is limitcd to the 

. purc]lo.ac of f'ood o.nd Ôlothi:ng for h9r _:scil.f o.nd. ""hor chil-

~: cJotO~. ~. ** ~iJ'af,n'.·wh6 ;:,_.,, in the housohold). 

·.-- •• J 

:·'>.'' .;:_, 

' ' .· ~ .·: ·_·: 
,·,;· 

;·\~ . ~-',: ,~' 

'' ';,, ~ ~,: J' \ 
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Howcvor sho ha.s to inf'orm hor husbn.nd how much moncy shc 

hns spcnt for the pu:1.~oso. Interview with NguJ.n.cho :rc-:­
vco.lod that, ho would not o.llow his wi:fo to build n house 

or mm mzy importa:nt a.ssots c..s this is a rosponsibUity 

of mon. 25 

;mu.s attitude is mn.in1y sha.pod by th.Q Nguln.chots 

four thnt wifo's dor:d.nancc in control nnd. ownors.hip of 

a.ssots wouJ.d jeo;pail!d.ise his :male position n.s the hond of 

the housohold.26 

(iv) Division of Tnsks in the Houschold 

Division of labour in the Ngulacho's housohold 

is of the unsho.rod p~tt~rn in which nll houschold tasks 

a.ra rosponsibility of Dolfiri.a. holpod by tho fo~à16 ohil~ 

droh a.na. ro1n:t1:\ms1 rioif'ino. :ls rospbn.siblo foi' ~ 

sure tiia.t nii the t6.sks in thô hou.sohold nro in ord,.or. 

She howovor tokcs :po.rts in the tnsks foroxnmpio whab.ing 

clothos, mo.king bods, swooping the hou.se a:nd gn:rdoning. 

Dolf'inn. wokos up o.t 5.00 a..n. ovorydny to mnko 

dougbnuts which sho goos to soll nt forr-J a.t 7.40 a.ra. 

Sho wa.rrns water for hor husbn.nd to bath and. propEl.ros bre­

akfast for all mombors of the housohold. Tho breakfast 

is usuru.J.y roa.dy 1:.t 7.00 so thnt lfir. Uguln.c.b.o can tako 

it boforo going to work n.nd the childron boforo_going to 

.· ·school. lu'tor toking hor breo.k:f:'n.st Dolfino. loaves for 
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ferry. ..:\t 10.00 to 11.00 a.m., she is bo.ck :fron ferry 

with her frosh fish. Sho thon propcros lunch with tho 
i,, 

help of hor fennle chilch-en and girls. ii,ftor hn.ving thoi:r 

lunch Dolfino. propo.ros fish ruid frics thern roo.d;y- for se­

lling a.t'night. Boforo loa.-v:i.11g for selling fish sh~ mpkos 

sure thnt the suppor is propo..red, or sho instruots ~or 

girls to propo.ro the m.1ppor. Sho tak0s. hor ,suppor whon 

she is bo.ck fror:i solling fish. _In.oo.d.itio:p..it_is a. tti.sk 

of Dolfinn to nurse a sick mcmbor of housoholde 

On the other hDJld Ngulll.Oho.wnkes up,g.t 6.30 ~m. 

ta.kas his bo.th -~ ~:f'tor· to.kès .his broo.kfo.st o.nd 

then goos to work. Whon ho is .bo.ok :f':ro~ wprk ho tnkos . . . .. . . on 

~is bath a.na. goos for a. waJ.k. Ho OO!Il0/3 ).o.tor· / o.t night 
. . 

ea.t.s . his Emppor ~ go.os to bod• : As ~oh Mr. Ngulo.oJ:J,e 

is not :f.nvolvtJd·in_o.ny.µousehold..ohoro.' Hdwove:t" ho gots 
·, - ' :~. ' ,. . . - . . -· 

o.nnoyèd who~ · mzy- --o:f _'the ')iouschold tn.slc <is ·not ndoqw:. 

~zy dono.t?7 
. ' ~; ·-/: 

The f omo.le childrcn tU"O vory ho+i>M. to l)olfillç. a.s 

thoy a.ssist with nll the housohold tnsks. They do the 

mo.izo nilling, fotching wa.tor nnd monding olothos. Tho 

ma.la children on tho othor bnnd involvo thomsolvos with 

tho following housohold tnsks, shoppil'lfs, procurcnont of' 

f'ucl c.nd dra.'Wing water :for doracstio uso. vfüon the boys 

woro a.skod wby thoy woro intorostcd w:i. th dra.wing wn.tcJ:>, 
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they o.nsworod tho.t1 although the to.sk of dro.wing water is 

f'omo.le oriontod, for thon it is intorosting bconuse thoy 

28 uso o. whoolbnrrow. J'i.s such on.ch trip fotches four tins 

of twonty litres a.na. the work becomos lcss tirosonee 

(v) Leisuro Tioe 

A pattern of handJ.ing fina.ncinl mo.ttors und tb.at 

of division of household tasks dotcrminos tho pntte:rn of 

spending loisüre 'times~ If hcndling of household f~es 

is of u.nsha.rod po:ttcrn und if division of to.sks is of u.n-

sbn.red pattern, the pattern of spondihg leisi.tl'etinie bo-:­
twoen the husba.nd and the wi:to, n.nd b0twoon the fcmo.los 

o.nd BO.le cbildron will nlso be o,f l"'J.Jsha.rcd pattern liko 

oxporienced in tho Ngulo.choso 

In the Ngulc.cho I s housohold, :tvrr. Ngu].n.chc ho.s plenty 

of timo to spond lei sure o.ctivi tics. Whcnovor ho oomes 

book froo. work o.t 5.00 p.m. bo tokcs his bath, n.nd goos 

out to wn.tch footbn.11 EJ.O.tches, to visit his relatives o.t 

Uko:ngo. and Kinondoni n.nd somotimos ho goos to drînk ·10hi­

buk.u' • Dolfioo on the otho:dmnd ha.s no permission to 

visit nnybody oxcopt during f'uncra.ls. The no.le childron 

ore o.llowcd to go out to plu.y football, go to cinomn o.nd 

o.lso visit friands and rolntivose 

This pattern is o.lso rovoo.lod during monl tinos 

whero r:m.lo childron toke mon.ls wi th th0il:' fo.thor sit:i.ng 

on chairs a.round o. sno.11 tabla. Tho fcmalc childron o.nd 

thoir mother sit on a n~t in the kitchen. 
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In conclu.ding wc m-gue that the division of houso­

hold tasks in the Ngulo.cho I s is of uncqunl nnd of tmshn.rod 

pattern. Whoro a.sa. wife is rosponsiblo with a.11 tho ho­

usohold tnsks and inoorac geno~ating activitics for maintn­

ining the housohold, the husbo.nd is only ongo.god in formnl 

enploynent and. not in othcr housohold ta.ks. His incono is 

used o.s o. supplomontro;,y incone of the housohold. He is a 

decision no.k.er, the controller and owner of a.ssots Wh.ile 

his wifo ha.s no decision a.nd do not mm o.ssets. This si­

tuation is rauch sho.pod by ctùtura.l vo.luos a.nd doninnnce 

in production and fino.ncia.l no.tters. 

TEE ffiTMIIBi.'1.S.L" .. HOUSEHOLD 

The GwD.D.ba.sc. household ho.s the following Bembars, 

the hnnbo.nd. no.mod Gwonbo.sa. is the heo.d of the housohold 

is o.ged 36, and n gro.dunto o:f n.1 ... Education. Ho is o.. 

P.rincipo.l o:f one of the ton.chers colleges in the city., 

His wifo Fa.raja is o..lso o. gTndur.to, she is 26 yoa:cs old 

n.nd o. full tioo housewife othors uro Gwnnbo..so.1 s yo~,:;,or 

brothers who a:co age 24, 26, nnd 28. One is nn clectrical 

enginoor nt one of tho eloctricnl conpnnies, nnother is 

onployod with one of the ci ty• s o.irlmys corporation, a.nd 

the third one is onployod with one of the construction 

compnnies. 

Thcro is nlso n 20 yoa.rs old housoboy a.nd Gwonbaso.•s 

youngor sistor who is o..god 14 and is still undorgofne her 
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prioo.ry school oducation at Mlioani prino.ry school. Dho 

is in cO.n.ss savon. Both nenbers of' the housohold uro 

Nyalcyusq. o.nd Christian by religion. 

Tho G1ranba.so.' s wero nn.rricd in 1987 "'"'')bruo.ry just 

whcn field i;,ark wa.s stn.rtoa.. Wo booDno intorostod in this 

new housohold beoauso of' the opportunity wo hnd of' o.tto­

nding Fo.ra.jo.•s scnd off' coronony. This ona.blod us to ob­

serve sono social procossos which ha.pponod during the 

occasion nnd which D.I'C illustra.tivo of the division of' 

tasks a.na. responsibilitios in the housohold nt the Mc.cro-:­

levol. Al.so the no.rrio.go ocrono:ny wa.s a. sort of a l.JUilt 

foundo..tion for the new hou.sohold a.s it a.oted as a. gToooing 

nochcilis1;1 for tho bride propo.ring hor to tnko the noir rolos 

of' a wifo und n clothor. l'ùl obsorvntiohs 1rore mv..do on the 

brides side becauso it was the bride who wà.s given instruc­

tions on how bost to live rd th a husband. Tho sond off 

po.rty wa.s non.nt for this purposo. ld'tcr the narriage, 

:f'requont visits woro uo..d.o to thorn, ooking :furthor obser­

vo.tions and interviews. Tho intorv:i.ows woro con:pi\ctod in 

31st May 1987, howovor visits continu.cd throughout the 

rosenrch :poriode 

TEE SEND OFF CEREMO:NY D 

1 

Gwonba.so., nnd Faraja•s mo.rriago was Christian oon-

trnctod at Gt.Potors Ronw"'l Catholic Church, o.:ftor a. d.o·wry 

of 10 cows was pnid by Gwonbasa's parents to F::i.rnja~ ~n.ronts. 
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housohôld ceremonies a.rc mutuài:Ly shared by women within 

"Utarii rr àzj.d noighbourhood arrangement in urban areas 

is seon as a siep f o~ro.rd. tmrn.ro.s communalization of domc­

stic labour linked with indepondoncc of womon :f'rom clome­

stic tasks~ 

DIVISION OF T.ASKS AN.D RÈSPONS;œILITilJS IN TEE GW.t003ASAS, 

HOUSEJHOLD 

(i) Occupation Mr. Gwambasa 

In the Gwambasa•s/is a dominant produoer. He is 

the Principal of ono of the teachers collogcs in the city. 

Fa.raja his wifo is o. full timo houso wifo. Dominnnco 

in production has givon Uwambasa. power and authority to 

decide on somo of the wolfC1.To mattcrs of. the hdusehold. 

Ho can thoroforc irif'luonce somo of his wifo's docisions. 

Foroxa.tnplo Fa.raja had. to c1ocicic hot to be ompJ.oyed after 

her husbél!ld asked hor not to look for omployment in orcior 

she ma.y ta.ka carc of thcir rocpoctod child. Hmmver Fa.raja 

did not oasily a.gro0 to hcr husband.1s requost. Shc arguod 

that shc would like to work so tbnt shc can holp hor pa.ronts 

who aro nmr old in ord.or that sho ma.y ropn.y for thoir sa­

crifice thoy had made for h01' all the timo she was schoo­

ling. ]if:r. Gwambasn. strongly o.rguod tha.t, all sn.crif'ice 

have bcon ropaid by do-wr:r which Gwa.mbasa•s pnronts paid 

Fa.raja 1s puronts bcforo they got ma.rrio~9 He also 
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nrgùe( tb.Q,t the dow:ry ha.cl beon pm.d so tho.t Fa.raja. cnn 

join liim ta stm-t thoir mm homo. 

(ii) ltousohold Finances 

Level of oducntion and proporty ownorsb.ip hava 

contributod to the po.ttorn of docision making on firu:l.noial 

matters of the housohold. Thorc is soma extont of sha.rod 

docision making botween Gwainbasa and his wi:fe as they h.a.ve 

a joint àccount and they plan their budget togethe:r. No­

thing oan be purchased am no expenditurc co.n be made -wi­

thout the knowledge of tho other. Bath the wife and the 

husband docido togcther on supporting thcir relatives at 

home nnd hcrw to support them. This is mainly n.ttributed 

to a wealtby position of Fm-aj~ At tlie time of th~ir 

in2.I'rin.go Farajo. brougb.t witl1 hor_ a sûm of Shs. 500,odo/= 

which lior parents ho.d ~.veJ i~ !ie.r, a.nà. expensivo :f't.U"l'li turc, 

includi:ng two sofa sots, four bcds, one wm:-drobo nnd a 

sowing machine. 

The youngc:r brothcr living ·wi th them have pmrers 

and n.utho.;:i ty to control thoir incarne as they wish vri th.out 

intorfoo.rcnco from Gwamrx1.sa ar his wife. They o.lso can 

docide to oo.t or not at the hou.se. They undorstnnd that 

the house thoy o..ro living in it is their f'nthor•s which 

is more or less liko thoi:L"'s• .As a. rosultp Gwambaso. ruld 

his wifo ca.n not have control of the brothcrs. 
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(iii) O~ntrol and Ovn1ersh:i.g of Assets 

Bath the wife und the husband a.ra the controllers 

of and mmo:ï:' of assots 1?elongi.l'.lgl td thomselvos. Gwnmbd.Sn. 

owns o.ssots like tuo fridgos,. oho: ôook:or, and book sholves~ 
·: .... 

F2.J:>njo. owns a. sowing mt~ch~1 sôfo. sots, wo.rdrobc enél.. four 
bea.s30 J\Jr. Gwambasa hns o. plot 1-ih.tch ho wants to build n 

house. Tite plot was obto.jJ10d befct,to they werc mci.r:dod. 

He pla..."W to build n houso in tvro yda.rs time • Gwruuba.sa 

owns 1:-, second. hv..nd car wh:toh ho botight i t in 1$)86~ 

Th.a house in which ihey live is f°9'·bod :rooroodt 
::• 

self contained. Dnd. has n big eitting roo~l It is inter-

nc.ly paintcd wi th whit o colour cmd e.xtorru::.lly po.:intod tri th 

yell~ colour. The hou.se is build in o. plot mec1sur:i.ng 

50 1 .x 8o' and i t is Su:t'TOUl1.dod by a fine trimod hcdgc "l'r.i th 

o. gate on the f'rontside. Ornrnnental trocs o.nd. other plants 

o.rc pla.ntcd on th8 fore gTOU11d plus two bybreod or~Yl[s"0 trocs 

and two ooconut trees. 

( iv) Division of' Tn.sks in the Rousohold 

Division of labour :ln the Gwo.mbusn.'s housohold 

aepicts n sort of transitioncJ. division of labour from 

unshe.red to shared pattœn, 1)oco.uso of tho couples odu­

cational status which is high1 c.nd whioh hEWe made the 

couples mu.ch exposcd to ot..~er cul tur::.l vv..luos~ . Tho 

husbo.nd's rac.in to.sk is to IE"Ocurc food nnd otb.or essentin.ls 
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in tho hausohold. Ho wo.shos his clothes and irons thom. 

At timcs whon tc.:p water stops to flow he takes the jerr-.r-

co.ns m1d goos wi th his cm~ to d.raw wntor for housohold 

use. Herc ngain oxposuro to modern f'acilities linkod to 

oxposuro to modern cultural values such o.s oduco.tion hn.s 

inf'luoncod Gwnm.bnsa' s boh.rrlour of' d.rmnng wntor for do­

mostic uso. In tho mo:-L'ni:ngs Gwnmbo.sa. wn.kos up nt 7.00 

a..m., tn.kcs bis ba.th e,nd. eo.ts his breolct'o.st bof'at'o goi11g 

to coliogo. Ho goes to bod o.t 11.00 p.m. nftor propm-ing 

himsolf for the noxt dnys job. 

Fv..ra.jo. on tho othcrho.nd wa.kcs up a.t 5e30 O.eille to 

propo.ro broo.k:fo.st for her husbn.:nd o.nd. the rost of the 

members of the housohold. Ror othor dutios inciude ooo-
~ .... t ·~ . . • : 

ki11g meâls a.ràwing wato~ for domestic use, nnd g'~nillg •. 

Sho goes to bëd ai 10.ôd ~~m. a.ftor mo.ki:ng suro thnt OV(JJ:f'y~ 

thing is in ordor. 

Tho housoboy has o. to.sk of cleo.ning the houso nnd. the 

gTound, t::cimming the hodgos, looking n.ftor the orno.mantoJ. 

plnntsf ooconut trocs m1.d or::mgo trocs. 

Gwnmbn.sa.•s youngcr sistor hns o. duty of la.ying tho 

to.ble, vro.shing the dishos o,nd going to nco.rby stoJ.ls to 

purchase salt, onions and tomatoos. Sh0 occnsionn..lly holps 

wi th cooking. Sho washee hor olim clothos. 

Gwo.mbasa's you.ngor brothors do not holp with ruzy 
; 

householcl -Ohores. Evan thoir clothes m-o wnohod °b'<J tho 
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hous~];'>.oy in returh they give him prèsents of money or 

second.hand. shirts • 
. /~,;, ::~ .,·: ... 

~ boys â.re not expected to enter the kitchen whioh 
.',? :· .. ,:.. ~ 

is assume.d to be ,the f'emaÎé domain. In . the sameway they 
·,.-... !, • 

oa,m:tot t~e food f'rom the cooki.ng pqts without permission 

o~.~~~àj~ or 
0

Àf~o ~hey ~ve .to ~re for m~als tirne. 
: ', .. l. : .. , ·.~ ~ . . .·•· . ' ~-. . ' 

Othèrwise if iate for meals nothing is served for them. 

. . . "· irowéver rin-aja cdoks f'or them and serve them meals~ .. ~: . 
... ··' 

When~ver t~.ey are ~t hb!llee She has to be good to her hus-

~a.nd and tb 11.is reiaid.ves in order to con:f'orm with her 
. r 

trad.i t:Lolie 31 

N'tU'é:ing à siok mêtnbè:r of tii'e hôusehold is a. aha.red 

task betvteen the hüsban~ àna. the w:t.re, bmunba.sa ta1ces ~ 
sick pbrsôn to the htispitàlt a.±ià it is a à.Ûty of Fa.raja 
.. 

to :prep~e fo6d for the sick. If a sick member of the 

household becomes hospitalized Gwambasa takes the food 

which Fa.raja has prepa.red to the sick porson in the hos­

pital. 

(v) Le isure .Time 

During their leisuretimes, Gwambasa. and Fa.raja visit 

their relatives on both sides. Gwambasa has a sister li­

ving in Upa.nga and Fa.J.~aja has a brother living in K1nondQilj• 

They f'requently visit them. Once every month they go to 

drivein cinema. 

In this household it was revealed that there was a 

relationship between the pattern of division of' tasks 
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betwccn tho busba.nd. W1d the vrif'e, and how they sha;i:"o tlleir 

leisuro tinms. This .ras t.:.lso rcvo~-l0d dtu-ing the t:i.mos of 

tcldl1(; theiJ:' meals ns tl:l.oy a.J.1 si t around their d.iml:l.nr; 

table rog"m"dJ.css of se::r.:. 

In conclud.ing we O.."t'[,U.C tha.t in the Gw1:1mbnsé1' s house­

hold thcxe is o. notable pattern of a sh8.red tasks betwoen 

the husband and the ï-rif'e ubioh are sha.:ped by progressive 

fo.cto:l'.'s suo.."1. as oducction and modern :facili tics o.:nd. typo 

occupation.32 Therc is also a degroe of s.."1.ax-cd di.ciision 

in fi.112,ncia.l mattc:rs.. :S:cmmre:r in the Gwambaso.' s co.se this 

pattern héi.s li ttle signi.fiCUllCO on the imi)rovemcnt o:f F83.'o,.. 

jtt posi tio:n of being cfordnated a.s sœ is still domino.ted 

J.ll ôthe:t" issuesJ. Thifl is Ï)CCa.tiSÔ bf oohtredictory i'aotortl 
' 

which have :rernnined dominnnt. For axaraple both Gwambasa 

nnd I11m-a.jc are oxposed to modern cultural values. Hcm,vor 

thoy hr1vc not donc awD.y ,ri fu the ef'fects of dOWJlY ~1n0nts 

vrhich is thoir trndition. 

The fifth housohold is that of Dume who is tho 

hcad o:f household. Ho is agcd 3 7 yea.rs old, a SuJ.c:uma. by 

trï:)0, a believe:l· of t:t~aditional religion, 33 and a stano­

dord four. leavor. Jesco. his wi:fc is 30 yea:rs ol.d is r.J.so 

ë:.. Suh."Umë e.nd a bolieve:::.• of ~.di tiono,1 roliooion. But shc 

now plèlrls to bccome a Ch.-:-istian, t..l though hor lmsœ.nd has 

not yet n.greod,, Josca. did nover ha.d. o.n OlJ:po:t'tunity to 
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hwc formnl oduco.tion, hmrovor sho attend.ad cdult cduco­

tion clnssoo from 1970 to 1973. Sho co.n roo..d o.nd. Yrito 

flucntly. 

Thair ma.rrio.ga 1ro..o tr"c..Cl.i tionnlly contro.ctad in 1976 

o.ftor a. dow.ry of 30 cmm wo.s poid to Josco.' s pnrcnts. 34 

Mr. Durao is omployod o.s n cook nnd. doos othar ooonotdo 

o.oti ~ tien ,including mm'JJ30l'L."'Y, gn.rdoning n.nd. boing o. wn­

tchoa.i,.. Ris wifo is a. full timc houso ·wif'o ongo.god in 
trodos 

sno.11 sco.lo/such o.s sollirig :friod fish o.nd icc crcaos. 

They ho.va f'ivc childrcn including tbroo boys ngod 12 

( sta.. 6), 5 o.nd 2 yca.rs old, o.nd two girls o.god 10 ( std.3) 

and 4 yca.rs old. 

Tho Dunes do not sto.y uith o.ny rola.tivos o.lthough 

nost of' thoir rola.tivos back in Mo.mm. including parents, 

o.unts, o.nd o.nclos :fror:i oithor sida a:x:poct gifts :frot:1 thorn 

from timo to timc. They do not ho.va o.:ny houso ma.id oithor, 

for thon it is luxury to have one. 

DIVISIOlif OF T.ASKS .AND P.ESPONSI8ll,ITIES 

In ordor to susto.in thoir incono both the husbo.nd 

and the wif'c mokc of'f'o:r-t to om"Il. onougb. moncy. Mr. Dune 

ca.nc into the city in 1970 to look for omploynont, 1d1on 

ho wo.s cCTploycd by o. ccrto.in Doctor of' Muhinbili Hospito.1 

as o.. houso sorvnnt-. In 1978 ho stopod his sorvioos w:i.. th 

the Muhwbili Doctor Q.lld thon ,;ms oBployod by o. Russin.n 

Doctor o.lso ns o. houso servant 1-1horo ho has kopt his on:plo-

;ynont todnto .. Ho is po,id Shs.' 3.ooo/= por oonth. . , 
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Inordor to oo.rn o.ddi tionn.l incomo J,ïr. Duno is n. un.t­

chmo.n of tho houso in which thoy o.ro living. Tho hou.se 

serves two purposos for thon o.s it is o. source of inoomo 

o.nd o.ccomoodo.tion Mr. Dumo is pnid Shs. 1,6000/= por 

nonth for tho job. Tho houso is intondod te be rcntod to 

one of po.ro.stato.l orgo.nizations. 35 It is o. big bungo.J.ou 

whicb. is still undor going construction. Tho Duo.os only 

,"·"use, two rooE1s out of the f'iveo Two tmko shift struotu:i:-os 

nen.rby sorvo o..s o. ki tchen o..nd o.nothor as a pi t lo.:trino. 

Othor Duno's ocononio o.ctivitios includo onnsory 

work. Ho doos this work cluri:ng his off' s do.ys nnd ~on 

this work ho gots o.ppro.xir:lo.toly Shs. 1,500/= to Shs. 

2,000/= par 0011th. Ile o.lso cultiva.tes 11tichicho.11 in ono 

of the fertile vo.lloys noo..rby which is consuood by tho 

housohold. Excoss 11mchiclm11 is sold o.nd upto Shse 500/= 

is oo.rnod por nonth. 

Josco.'s occupo.tion inclu.do potty businossos 1n1ich 

do not po.y much. Sho sclls ico croo.ns for ono rJI:rs. Muri..­

ngomile o..nd she is po.id Shs. 11000/= per oonth. She o.lso 

solls fried :fish on the roc..dside neo..rby thoir hooo. In 

a.ddi tion sho solls cb.o..rconl n.nd. milk. On the o~ngo sho 

gots n nonthly incono of S11s. 2,500/~ to Shs. 31000/= fron 

hor petty businessos. Sho stDJ'.'tod with a co.pitnl of Sh.~o 

500/= whioh sho borrowcd f'ron hor husbo.nd. in 1984. Upto 

1987 hor on.pito.l hnd. g:r-own up to Shs. 1,000/= oru.yo Thoso 

potty tro.dos m-o orgo.nisod by Josco. with tho holp of hor 

:fooo.lo ohilde 
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Ilousehold Finnnoos 

Boing the main produoer, Mr. Dume controls a.11 the 
.. 

hou.sehold incomes by ma.king sure that the i.ncome eaJ:"ned 

by his wife is used accord.ingly to supplement the money 

ho e;ivos her for housohold utilitiese Jlifz'e Dumo ca.rnings 

amount to Shs. 77000/= p.m. Out of tho amount ho giv-es 

his wife Shs. 3,ooo/= for household utilitios which ino­

ludo food, soap, sugar, sait, kcrosono oil, sohool expo­

nsos for thoir children and hospital bills. The rcst of 

the money ho koeps himsolf.36 Ho nover purchasos ~ssos 

f'or his wifo and child.Ton. In ordor Josca ma.y be able to 

purohasc somo chonp second hnnd di-esses (raitumba) 1 shc 

has joinod a credit socioty (u~tu) with other six womon 

of the samo stroot. Eo.ch worann contributos Shs. 300/= 

to one wot1an in turn t.mtil o.11 woBon nro roundode At her 

turn a wonan gots Shse 1,500/= and it takos hor a peripd 

of 5 wooks boforc the ttu-n roo.chcs hcr aga.in. Who"n it is 

o. turn for Josca sho roquosts for hor husbo.nd's permission 

to purcho.so clothings or arzyiihing sho is :intorcstcd. 37 

control n.nd Ovmorship of Assot_s 

Boi:ng tho controllor of housohold incomo, Jl,îr. Dumo 

is also the mmor and oontrollor of hotischold assots in­

cluding, one ta.blo, two chairs, throe bods nnd raattross, 

bush latlf'0, roce, shovel1 hnmnor and ta.po ncasure. Nono 

of thoso equipo.onts o.ncl o.ssots ca.n. be givcn to anybody 
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wi thout Mr. Dunos consent. Ki tchen untonsils n.ro mmod and 

controllod by Josca. 

Leisuro Tines 

Mr. Dumo's loisu:ro times a.ro not sha.rod with his 

wifo. During his spnro tio.os Dumc goes to drink loco.1 

brows and occa.sionnlly goos to wa.tch footba.11 no.tchos 

wi th his :friands. Ho also visi ts his friand who li vos 

in Na.nzeoe. Josco.Ss loisuro tino is spcmt cha.tting with 

hor noighbours a.nd sonatines shc visits hor :friand who 

live o.t :Mpoko..ni roo.d.. 

Division of tasks in the hausohold 

Division of lo.botU., in the Dunc's housohold is of 

unsho.rod pattern in whicb. tho 'Wifo' s nain rcsponsibili ty 

is ta darü wi th o.11 tho work rola.tod wi th child. -..roa.ri11g, 

cooking end olomùinoss of tho housohold surroundings. 

Sho wo.shos ond i:rons clothes for the wholo housohold, 

to.lcos cn.ro of sick child or a.ny othor nombcr of the hau­

sohold. .Josco. wo.kos up Lst 5.30 in ordor to propa.rc broo.k:­

fast for hor husba.nd Ol1d cbildron. 3ho a.lso slo0ps nt 

12.00 nidnight ovo-rydny aftor sho has fini.shed with so­

lling fishe 

Mr. Dune on tho othor hnnd ,roJ.cos up at .6.-00 _a..r:i., 
to.k:os his bo.th~ oa.ts his bronkfa.st and gcts off to vro:rk. 

Ho comas bo.ck fron work é~t 3.00 p.n. and his only work 

nt hono is to purchn.so korosono ·a.nd light his hurrionno 

lnnp~ 
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Josco.*s da.ughtor Sikuciho.ni is of rauch holp in pcu­

fo:rning the housohold to.sks liko cook:ing1 cloo.n:i.ng the 

houso; wa.shing clothos, doing the shopping~ roo.r:i.ng 

tho yoti.ng onos whonovor sho is ba.ck froo school. Siku:­

dhmtl o.lso holps her nothor in solling tho fried fish 

11ilk and ico croo.os. No.wazo Josco.'s oldor son is not in-

volvod in o.:ny housohold ta.sks. Ho occa.siona.lly helps bis 

fo.thor with plnstoring work o.nd cultivo.ting 'nchicha.e 1 

In this housohold, scx of o. child is nn ioporto.nt crito­

rion in o.ssigning s:poc:Lfic housohold choros to childron. 

Tho parents not only c.ssunod tho.t thoir rolos o.ro ~ 

oonta.lly distinguishod 1)y scx, but thoy nro o..lso conccrnod 

with too.ching thoir childJ.~on sox o.ppropri~to housohold 

choros. 

This wa.s con:firnod by r:ry consto.nt o bsorvo.tions on 

how Josco. wns urging hor son r!lo.wo.zo not to sto.y in the 

kitchon lik:o womon. Ho also usw.lly told hit:J. to go o.nd 

wo.i t for his food nt tho vorcma.a., whilo Silrudho.ni wo.s ~ 

bussy in the k:i.tchon holping hcr uothor with cooking.38 

To a.ssorta.in whothor thora woro a.ny clmngos in di­

vision of to.sks froB one gonora.tion to o.nothor I o.skod 

Josoo. to tell no whothor thoir forn of division of la.beur 

wo.s tho snoo to tha.t of' Josoo.s :po.ronts whon sho wa.s yO'lll1g 

o.nd. living with thon. .Tcsoo.s roply to this question wo.s 

that, tho sa.no division of' lo.bour provn.ilod in hor fnrJ.ily 

of orionto.tion sho undc1 ... ste.nds tha.t i t is ta.boa for a. boy 
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to pcrforn wonon•s tnsks. Howcvor sho did not likc· to 

oqun.tc hor husbmrl's job of houso servant to porform.ing 

household to.sks. In this respect sho n.rguod, houso ser­

vant job is the snoo ns any other office work. Frou tho 

job 0110 dorivos his oa.rnings o.nd it is the sa.Do job which 

pr.ovidos incono for r.1v..into.:i.:ning the wholo hou.sohold. As 

such if the husbo.nd goos out to work othors should pcrf'orn 

the housohold·ta.sks o.t hono to on0,blc the husbo..nd work 

off'iciontly. ]/Jr• DuDo wc-.s of' the sane viows. 39 In this 

housohold~ cultural va.lues o.:nd boliofs in sox ~ppro:printo 

rolos is o. dctornim:mt fo.ctor on how household tnsks arc 

0,ssignocl to childron of cliff'eront sox m1d botwoon the wifo 

nnd the husbo..nd. 

In conclud.ing wo o.rguo that tho Dunes' housohold is 

cha.ra.ctcrisod by unsho.red rolos pattern botweon the hus­

bnnd and tho wifo. Tho ohildron o.rc also brought up 

ac·cordi11g to sox o.pproprio.to :rolcs. In this way thore is 

ovidori~o of' continuity of this kind of pnttorn fron one 

gortoration to a.nothor thJ.~ sooiniization procôss; 
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CONCLUS.ION 

i22 
•;:, 

A ë6mbination of factors from: our oa.sc studi$S 
' :: . .' ,~ ;, : 

oontribûto to the shaping of the q,iv1lsion of·tasks and 
. J- ' ". . ·-:~, ··/·-

dooision ma.ki.ng within the cases• Wb.at SQems to be cru'.~ 
' .. : .f· . :: ~A: 

cial is the typo of occupation, level of education att~'. 
'. - :t' ' 

inod by the couple and cul turai background.. Husbams jt; :;; 
··.; '·.,, 

with activities like- tra.d.ing or, _bu.sin~ss tem .. to domina.t~ 
,. . .; 

in household i1_:3sues suoh a.s househôld budget; income 

o:x:penditure and housinga On tt~ other hand women :p:rôf'e~ 

ssio~s s~; hç,usehold deci;:l.on m~g. on: a J~ber -~;. 
. ' .. ' -

issues, süch ,a.s housohold firukce~, ~-;El;l.fa.ro of the\:. 

househoidl 1-lb.at is rewkablè to note however is that 

inspite these changes frcm the mdro 11 -h-aditional" :poS~-:-
,.,, ' 

tion, taBks such as oook:i.ng, sweéping; ~ashil:Jg dish;es, :a; 

and pots are still done by womon· and fomale cbj]dron. 

These divisions and differontial positions in.the 

households are not always acoepted by tho women.. The 

women question thorn or cont·cna ag'ainst the~ Thèse _·à.ro 

ho1'l'ever the exceptions·. Most women in the case stud.ies 

tend to aoccpt thcir positions and the kind of s6ciaiiza.,,M 

tian of thcir children, the se:x:ua.l division of ta.sks a:nd 

the difforontial positions in the household decision making~ 
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F0011 NOTES 

~rial posi"!ïion includeds F~;?-1 Ma.rià,g~• \ 
ç:W;~f .,!,._ .:Qo,p~_-.· ta.ni.• Coi\µnqrcial Manager, Pers<iml01 ~r' a.ild sblèty·,jj(' '.. oor. 
{;,; J;>,·~; },! {;;:,,: :.,~:",. ~ ' . 
SaiQ.ri~s -~~9d tfroDl Shs~ 6tOOO/• to Shs. 7,34JJ/a 
ft~\\. ':·j~;r"î:if .;::;;;:l,f'.'- . 

,i4d1e.pos;tion ~osts irtoluded, Air craft Enginoer, 
Q,19~1<:s, ~~!)~ekeâpor, Salesman,. Porson;iQ1 Offioe,:r.-s• 
~~i~ .. Diaiy<1it,s and. School _ Teaohers. ~a~ roéeivod 
sàl~ios botweeh Shs• 2t500/• and~Slie' S,ooo/• ~ 
W?#-6~ . . . . . . .,. . . : 
Low ~~ jobs ê.r~ t~~: ~~oiving bel~ Shs. 21500/-• 
p.m. ·}·p !1';:•' 11, • ~ 

. h. 

Interview with Tlrolw.ilq:l on Februa.ry 25th 1987.· T1Î1~ 
type of cultm:-a.J.'belie:f' also preva.ils'în other 
Af'.rica.n oountries. -:The Luhyo. of Koeya• sent the 
:l.liL~git~ate ohild to pc brought up by a fos~e~ 
mothêf:Ji.n orclei' to purify _the mother of the ohi1de 
Thé mo:ther df . ~llè chilit. wa;s : not allowoâ. to lalow 
th0. fè>~,ter_-Dibthor of· lie~ :Q]4l~• Soc Liyong, T•W• 
( o~) · 1§7? ·Poz9:él3:9. CuJ:fï.uro ôfa ,East Afrioa Oral Li to-
rSs ~e.l 'Nii.irobi: L<?~~ pg. · 21-:-22. • 

~t~iew ri th Twelwiké, Februa.ry 25th l987 • 

:l:tJici 

Inf'luonoo of religion and cultural pra.oticos on 
women behaviours in housoholds was also l)l.'Ovalent 
amo:rig the Christian Medieval Rural W omon who were 
rÔga:rded as instrument of Dovil. They wcro pla.ced 
in subjeotion to men essentially tJ:uiough ma:t>ria.gè, 
institution, where obod.ienco of wi:f'e to her ~bain 
wa.s insistede See Sta.oey, M. and Marion, P. (eds) 
(_1981) v1omen Power a.na. .Politios, Tavistooks New 
Y ark a.nd. London P• 30. 

Interview wi.th Twel'wilœ on 26th February, 1987. 

Dis~ssion with Twelwike and Orega. on 27th Feb • 
1987. 

This pa.tte1·n of leisure time sponding resembles · 
Bott-• s findings in her study in London :f"a.milie s, 
tha.t familias whioh had. more rrsegTega,ted" role 
pattern did no:t share their leisuro time togetMre 
Whilo the husba.nd went to the nea.rest pub the wtfe 
visited her frio:nd.s, neighbours or relatives. See 
Bott, l!J, (1964) F.amil,y and Social œ.t worka Roles 
Norms and .E:rlernal Relationships in Orclina;ry Urban 
Familias, Tavistock; London pg. 71-73• 

.; ~; 
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12. Interview wi th Orega. on Maroh 18th to 20th 1987 • 

13. Interview wi th Dorien. on 21st Ma.rch 1987 

14. Interview with Dorien on 23rd Ma.rch 1987 

15. This typifios how ï:romon in dif'f'orent socioties 
work f'or more thmi 12 hours a day in ordcr to 
contributo to the muintn.ino.nco of the houschold• 
In the 1930s the poaso.nt womon of' Iroland. worc 
rosponsiblc for housokooping dutios o.nd child 
roOJ:'ing. Womon on top of tho..t ha.d. various fm-m 
works su.oh o.s milking and f'ooding ani.mo.lsa In the 
ovoning at slackcr timos of the yoa.r, the mon rostod, 
the women oontinuod to work thoir normal dutios of · 
housokooping and child roaring, knitting and ba.k:l.ng 
food for the f'amilye Tho womon woro tho first to 
kindlo the firo and ,rore the one s who clo_sod the 
houscs o.t might. Soc Staccy, Me and Marion I P. 
o:p oit P• 107 .. 

16. Interview with Dorica on 23rd Na.rch 1987 

17. This situn.tion is nlso provalcnt nmong othor soci­
etiose ForoxDJlll)le during the Industrial rovolution 
in 19701s in :Britain a certain womo.n who boon.mo a 
county oouncillor, hnd. to turn to the hol:p of womcm 
noighbours o.nd hor niooo in porforming housohold 
choros f'or hor. This i:ms to onablo hor capo wi th 
hor political cc.roor. Tho womo.n did not ask f'or toke 
hor orüy sons holp nor did sho nsk hor husbo.nd to/ 
œro ·of· hirasolf.Soe Mitchell, H. (1977) in Stn.ooy 
Me und Mn.rien P. Ibid P• 83. 

18. Inf'ormo.1 talk wi th Ndimbo on 24th Novombcr 1987 

19. Inf'orma.1 conversation with Ngulnchc on 1st April 
1987 

20~ Ibid 

21. SCOPO directive No. 44 of 1981 

22. ltwozaura, B.A. (1981) S_p.oria ya Ndoa ya Tanz~n:i_~ 
Dor os Salaam. Tansisi yn Uchur.iguzi 
wn Kiswo.hili P• 247 

23. Ibid 

24. Inf'ormal conversation wi th Ngulncho on 1st April 
1987 1r.B. The households of the two concubines woro 
not intorviowed booo.use thoy wore net roD.dily availo.bloe 
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25 •. This situation is o.lso prcvn.lont rnnong Buhongwa 
women in Nfwnnza District whcro womon have no o.ccoss 
to land and livostock and incomo obta:lnod from .thoir 
+o.bour,. is o.pproprictod 'b;'l the me~ · ... Seo Ngqlulo., Te 
K•F• (1979) 0 pomestic Laboµr and Property Othiers11ip 
in Poc.sant Hoùsèholdf A Case Gtudy of Buho:ngtm 
VÎllago in Mwo.nzci.11 , P::ipor No~ 20, .filI. p~ ro . 

26. Interview wi th :Mr~ life,ulv..cho ~n 2nd April i987 

27. raid 

28. Intorv:Lot1 wi th Chilëœcn on 3rd April 1987 . 

~• Intorvie'\<r wi th Gwn.mbaso. and Fnrti.jo. on 2hd Mn.y 1987 

3ôi Irtf'ormnl discussion 1d th Gwo.lribài:ln. on ~d Mo.y 1987 

jJ.t ±nto:t'View ~d th Fo.r::1jn on 4th Mn.y 1987 

32, fypù ~f occi.ipo.tion co.n be prdgcdssivo ot non prog­
ressive dopcria:lng on the i~uonco it ho.son the 
divisioh of io.bour. 

33. By tro.d.itional religion wo moo.n o.ncestorQJ. worship 
or pro.ying to o.ncostors. Mr. Dumo prays to his 
a.ncostors o.t timos of nood o.nd once ovory yon:r be 
mokcs sacrifices of mo.inly loco.l boer to his anoe­
stors. 

34. Interview with Dumo on 2nd June 1987 

35. Ibid 

36. Ibid 

37• Interview with Josoo. on 4th Juno 1987 

38. Observa.tions on 4th JUUG 19871 7th Juno and 9th 
August 1987. 

39• Discussion with bath Dumo o.ncl Josco. on 6th Juno 
1987 
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.. 
P.AB.T lI ~ ' 1, • ! ;~., ... ' 

Part m of chapt~r tbree deals wi th events which 

are eelected from runong those whioh happened du.ring the 

time of resea.rch in interviewed households. These events 

in one wa.y or another illustra.te tho dynamics 1Ti thin the 

households. They exa.mplify hmr the aexua.l di vision of 

labour ·w'i th the help of other factors such. as cul i.ure9 

t~ of oc~~~tion, education, religion, and social back-
·~· 

ground perpè~te sexual :i.nequa.li ty. They aJ.so e:x:emplif'y 

actions taken by womon in rosisting the domination by men. 

REAR:tNG. A WJF.El 'S DAUGHTER 

On 23rd May 1987 we happened to visi t the Gilimbi' s 

household. Gilimbi is a Capta:l.n witli the Tanzanin Peoples 

Defenoe force. He is 40 yeti.rs old and he ls o. Roma.n Catho­

fic by reiigion. His mm-riage iw'i th Sarah was Rç,mnn Ca.tho-

1ic cohtracted. Sm-ah, ].'frs. Gilimbi I s wife iS 29 ye~s 

·oid; she worlœ as a wéÎfarc officer at Temeke District• 

She i~ also a Roman Cath61ico They have two cbildren a.ged 
five arld one yea;r oid. 'l'lie Gilimbi' s a.t'e Relie by tribe~ 

Sm-ab. ha.a her own daughteJ:i who is o.ged ten yea.rs old named 

Sa.mira. Her father is a certain Nyalcyusa man who was Mrs. 

Gilimbi 1s fornx3r boyf'riend before she met Gilimbi. 

The Gilimbi's live in o. nice bungalow which is 

sur:rounded by a well trimed hedge. The bungalow is self 

oo:iJt;a:}.ned, has 3 bedrooms, a big living room and a cl:i.nning 
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roome Tho bungru.ow is rr.ir. Gilimbi' s mm proporty. 

Whon wo woro 5 mot:ros n.wozy- from the hou.se wo honrd 

1'Trs. Gilimbi scroo.ming and hcr husbn.nd tolling hor to pook 

hor bclongings and go. 1füon vre ontorod the hou.se both Mr. 

Gilimbi o.nd Mrs Gilirnbi oo.J.Liod davm, o.nd Mrs Gilimbi stm­

ted the story wby thoy wero fighting. 

Tho fight hn.d occurod bcoo.uso on tho.t pa.rticulo.r 

do.y, Mrs Gilimbi usod o.11 the monoy shc hnd oDJ:'lled :from 

the ioo oroom so.lcs to p"Ltroho.so sohool uniforms for hcr 

illogiticto.td duûgb.tor Gnnûrn wht> lives with Sm-o.h's po,­

rents in Mboyn.11 

Sa.mira. wo.s born in 1977, two yom-s o.ftor hor mothor 

hn.d complotod one yon:r duro.tion compulsory No.tiona.l ser­

vice course. Snmira's fathor ro:f'usod to to.ko rosponsi­

bility of the mothor n.nd tho child a.nd ho o.lso rofusod 

to mo.rry Sruniro.s mothor. Mrs Gilimbi I s pa.ronts docidod 
thoir 

to ro.iso Sc.miro. so thnt / daughtor could smoothly work 

Two yoors ln.ter m'tor Go.mira. wo.s born, the Gilimbis 

mot nnd :mn.rriod. Tho issue of Som.ira. wo.s rosolvod by 

Sa.ro.h.' s fo.thor and Mr. Gilimbi tho..t sho would bo ro.isod 

by hor mn.torna.l gro.nd po.rcnts, whilo the Gilimbis wouJ.d 

be a.ssisting the pa.rcnts by pt"oviding thon. with co.sh 

fitom tirao to timo. Two yoo.rs a.ftor :nimTin.go Mr. Giliobi 

doclincd to offor a.ssistnnco to Sa.ro.h 1s pa.ronts a.s ho wo.s 

feeling gu.il ty of mm-rying a wooa.n who ho.d. a. ba.by bof ore 

• 2 mm-ria.go. 
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G:Liimbifs mothor wo.s not hn:p:py a.bout Gilinbi 1s 

raa.rriD.pr.oc 'W'i th :::ln.ro.b.. Sho orgu.od thnt, Sn.ro.h wo.s an old 

womo.n bocnuso sho ho.d. a.J.rondy ho.d. a bo.by wi th o.nothor 0<.."1.14 

..:\.ftcr thcir nnrriago howovor Gilimbi I s mothor insistod 

tho.t Gilinbi should not tako cnro of his wifo 1s illog:iti~ 

mo.to da.ughtcr othorwisc ho 'Will looso control of his 

wi:f.'o·. 3 

Horo wo on.n sec hoiT pa.ronta.l o.uthority linkod to 

cultura.l vo.luos ho.s power to influence choico of no.rrio.go 

pn.rtinors o.nd inf'luonco division of rolos in the houoo­

hold. Childron cnnnot boho.vo o.gainst thoir pa.ronts w:i.­

shos boca.us0 of folll' of ourses, o.s it is boliovcd pD:i:'onts 

a.ro vostcd with God 1s power to curso or bloss children.4 

Mrs. Giliobi thorof oro dooidod to 0ngo.g"G hcrself 

in soo.11 sco.lo business so tho.t sho co.n holp hor J?D,.Tonts 

to ro.iso Sn.raira. Tho initio.l co.pito.1 for hor ico crco.r.1S 

tro.dc wo.s obto.incd fron hcr sa.la.ry. Mrs. Giliobi wo.s 

thus a.blo to scnd a.t lco.st Ghs. 2,000/= m'tor ovory six 

Llonths to hor po.ronts. ITowovor shc did i t sccrotly,. 

Whon M.r .. GiliL1bi lmcw tlmt his wifo wo.s sonding sono money 

to hor pa.ronts ho booru.10 furious a.nd nskod his wif'o to 

koop o.commts of a.11 the nonoy shc oo.rnod and sponte Su.oh 

o.ocounts should ox:plicitly show ca.rnings f'rom icro oroan 

aalos and oa.rnings fron hcr so.lo.ry. 3ho oo.rncd 400/• to 

500 shillings par do.y fron the ic~ oreo.n sa.les. 
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Tho re:f'u.so.l of Mr. Gilimbi to holp in rn.ising 

~anirn. hurt ~s. Gilinbi vorJ rauch. She could. docido to 

divorce_ hor husbo.nd but sho "t-ffiS not propro:od t O lCO.VO her 

two ohild:con bchind~without ·oothors oa.ro ·nnd hor.·po.rcmts 
~ ' " ' ' ', • • ,.. l . ' ~ ,• • l "·"--: • . • . .. .;_ ::· ' :: . 

·. ~ l! . :;,: • .;. .• ,) - . . :~ ... ~f . 

woùlÂ ndt wol&b.no her bn.ok 11006. Thrs is ~OCQ.ÜEiG tlio . :, 
·~-: ,' \. :.:-~·. ' ; . ~:~~--; ··(' ·. '; ' : .. i;. > ~} . :>; . .-:( 

do~ 'of $h~~ -~1690/ ... pcld to :f,bfo.Îi•~ pn.furi~ :Jt thoit-
·.:> .. ' ?~:' :::··: ,· i·:. :<t r._ ;. • ;··:f. ! .. )'. . :~:-. -~: ·~ t~ :~ .· >t'. 

onrriago wo.s o.+:rondy spcn'.1; JJy ~hem ii1 ôxpo.nding thcdr 

hotol ~sinos~l~ ' . 
1 ,,;i. 

dh tho d.~y· of_tho q~~l swdka.•s ~otlJ:c;_ hM. ra-
. . . ' 

coiv?4.b. lotte; from hooo rcquost~g her to sohd school 

uniforoi:l soonbst. 0.S the girl ~70,S ~spond~ci fro~ school 

dti.è to Ïo.êk of schooi i.m:i.fom. Tho po.rorits o.lso a,skcd .:; 

wby Gil:ûrrbi wo.s not sc:nd.iJ:'lG sono no:hoy o.s oo.rl:i.or D.GL"OC<l. 

Mrs~ Giiinbi decidcd to tako tho nohoy sho hna. eo.inica 

fron ico crcDD sa.los o.na. puroho.sod uniforns for hor dnu.~ 
! . 

ghtcr froo n ncàJ:'by shop~ Uhon it oo.i:::ic to îU-t Gilimbif s 

notioo thn.t SnraJJ. ho.d pu;rcha.sod uniforo.s for so.rrkaJ.1 ho 

bocn.mo f'uriou.s. ]iJrs. Giliubi ro:guod tha.t tho noncy wo.s 

hors a.na. tha.t shc ccr..üd uso the nonoy tho wny shc likoët. 

This is how tho quo.rrol sta.rtcde 

Tho qUD.rrGl wns rosolvod o.ftçr Giliobi po.ttor:nnl 

unclo wns co.llod upon to sottlo the qua.rrol. Ho o.skod 

Swa.h to bo obodiont to hor busbo.rrl who is tho hooo. of 

tho houschold. Sn.ra.h oontinuod howovor to spond hor 

nonoy for upkoop of hor da.ughtor. As a. rosw.t his hus­

bn:nd docid0d to roduco tllo a.o.ount of oonoy ho wn.s giving 
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So.ro..1. for housokcoJ?ing, f'ron Shs. ';,,,ooo/ = P•tl• to Sb.se 

3,ooo/ = P•I:le This n~ Swo.11 · unn.blo to sond sono monoy 

to hor J?Wonts, boonuso sho ho.d t6 usa hor eçœ1l:u1Gs te 
. ~ :, 

supplioont tho oonoy sho wns givon for housokoopinG. 
~ . . ' 

ii.t tho t.~o of writting .this t~c~is tho Giliobis 

woro visi tod o.gnin. At this ~.!in~ it whs no~d thn.t tho 

Gilinbi' s woi'o now_ in good taros. 
.i 

this wns so· boco.usc Mr. Gilmbi ha.d 1oo.:rnt a losson. It 

ho.pponod .tb.D.t Gilitibi iras suspocted b:f' nisusing public 

funds and ,ms dota.iriod for invostigo.tiènse During this 
; •\ ' 

tmo SnT"D4 fnccd o. lot of' lmrd.ships1 Wb.on Gilirabi' s pa,. 

ronts lioo.rd of thoir son*s fa.to thoy onno and. took nll 
. . 

iraporlo.nt o.ssots Ü.ko o. f'ri~.-rc; one olootrio cookor, two 

rn.dios o.nd furnituro, in ordor to prcvont Sarah f'ron inhe­

riting the a.ssets. They wore n.lso forcing So.ra.b. o.nd hor 

child:i:'en to vnon.to the house so tho.t Gilinbi I s unolo oo­

uld oooupy the housoe Sarah :L"of'u.sod to vo.cato the houso. 

vîhon Gilimbi wa.s roloa.scd ho ,ms told about the 

oo.ttor ho beoamo o.ngry. Ho urgod his parents to roturn 

ba.ck his o.ssots a.nd cho.ngcd bis will mn.ld.ng his wi.f o tho 

inhoritor of the a.ssots for the sdko of his ahildro~ Ho 
,, . . 6 

aiso dooidod to assist Sn.roll to rniso Sonira. 
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imo DECID:.r;s ON mJJE'S OCCUPATION 

At the timG of :;:-osearch Kasimbai;a was 38 yoars of age. 

His wife Nana was 30 ;y-ears olQ.. Kasimbata was a pros:perous 

police officor who wo:rk0d in supplies dO})OJ..-vhnont. His rank 

was police ins:pootor. They were living ii;i S:i.nzn a.long She.2 

kilmigo road just o:n)osi te the grave yD.l'd• M:a. Kasim.bé:ta 

is a Hoho and his 1rifo is G. J\Tgonio 

It was dw:'Ü'l.15 one o:f tho Saturclays of k.Qri1 in 1987, 

about 1.30 p.m., Tt.~. Ko.simbato. wo.s just o.rriving f'.t'.on Ntwara 

whero ho ho.à. docidod to shi:ft. Fivo rn.nutcs afte:t" his nrri;.;i.· 

val in Sinza ho oallod li..is wi:fc Na.ru:>. who was f ow n.onth 

pregnunt into thoi:i.· 1:iodroonl> Locked the bocl.Jioon o.nd hit 

h0r sevoroly • Tho childx'en wero very much f:dgj.1-t.Gned, 

they rnn away& Tho noighbours could dd nothing ta help 

};iOOJ;' Né1nà; bocaüso Ko.siI:iba;!;à. had lobkod. the othor doors too, 

In the next day Nana, Kasinbatn1 and thoir young 

child.J:011 left f02, r,Itwm"a loaving bohind thei:c oldor childron 

who were nttond.i:ng ,sohool under the guo.rdinnshi:p of the;i.r 

m.mt who oat10 to sta;y- w:i. th thoïa. Rer.tj. ttho illogi timate 

ohild of Nana wo.s sont bn.ck to hor paternal ~and p1:1ronts 

a t l.Jlboya.. 

Nana bore Kasimbata six chilcœon1 two of thon lîyenza 

o.nd Godi agod 11 2.11.d 9 :respectively, wero attending prianry 

school oducation1. and the othor f'our wore st.ill u..'1der nge,. 

and hoo not yet stm"tod school, Na.."1.a. 1-ras employed in civi 

service o.s o. porsom1.ol officor in tho 1Iinistry· of Lnbour 
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Sh0 did not ~11g,ag~ h0rself in~ bu-
't 

sinoss o.p:part f:ror:1 hor omploymont~ Sho was Vff.i.."'Y nuch con­

ni ttod to hor ~ToJ:'k whièh ena.biea. hcr to tEL.·tm ca:i.·o of her 

da.ugb:tor Rem.i1 - as K.a.simbata did not troat Remi as his own 

child. 

Beforo resie,1:ù.11(; ana. shiftL'Ylg to Mtwa:t:"a. to load. a 

lifc of o.. fo;rmor,. Kns:Lübnta sold tbree of his hou.ses, pur-­

clmsod a tract or, o. fVJ'.'n ana. buil t a hous0 at Htmtra.. He 

wns :;;,lo.nning to soll ltls f'ourth house so that h0 _ oan got 

more nonoy to devolop his fm-11 at Mtwa.ra. Emwv-o:r the 

fo'Ul.'th houso wouJ.cl 1Jo sold c.fter the two child.ron Nyonzn 

and Godi have conplotod their prir:12:ry school educationo 

In th0 first instance ho went to Mtwuro. alono and. 

stayod for one yoo.--l' doveloping bis farD. Ho J.'Oalizod that 

i t was Bore profi ta"blo to be a far8.er,, He t1:.m.:-ofore tried 

to comr:î.nce Na:nn to J'.'os!gn. frora hor onpioymo.nt. Na.no. refused 

becauso she kn<m" that· he1• child. will be soou:i.:·c if sho is 

cnployodo 

~tr. Ko..si.nbv.:t11 insistod tlmt }frmo. sholùd. f'ollow hir:1. 

and thoroa.ftor No.na took a six months loavo idthout pay o.nd 

followed her b:i..1.S1x111a.. in ililtwara.. Na.na thou,ght tha"G she was 

joini:ng her husbmid tor:iporat'ly and o.fter tho olapsc of her 

loav0 shc wo1-ùd . go back to D11r os Sn.la.am to continuo with 

l':or jobo Ko.sir:ibata. t:i:ov..ted this mtwe. as 2, pe:rno...."1.onto Re 

oomidored hiusol:f:' o..s unn.blo to stny f'ar :fron his wifeb 

}fo is not good o.t housowork. He thereforo hns to spend 
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à lo:f; ôf m.oney for GD.ting in ho tels and for là.ùnêJJ:'i~7 Ile 

nlso thought how ppoplo would u.nderstund i:f they lGarn tJ10.t 
c r ~ 

his w:~.fè has lot h:b. clown by refusing to :follow hira bac..'lc 
' i' 8 

,.:to Mtwa.ra~ 

problonse Sh<îi 't;tas not o.ttondod by lCaé1nbn.to. likc the other 

childrel}ô. As s~J;Oh Ne.Jin thoUCTht tho.t shc has to eo baok to 

hor work. ih orclc:c> shc nq,y bo able to to.ko o~c>o of hor dau-
;1/ •, 

ghter.· S~io thQJ:Pf Œ>?o retuxncd back to Dar es Snlaara wi,th 

hor daJ.ghtor Reni. Sho tolcl her husband. tho.t she wo.s jtist 

goi:ng; back to seo hor clrildren ruid that sho uill be back in 

a nonth t s tir.10. }fa.na sta.yed in Dar es Se.laur1 :for. tbrec 

nonths mrl all tl"is tiac sho was working1 she nover wrote 

a letter to her httsr)fu'1.c.l inforr;1ing hin of' ho1, whcroabouts. 

This is why W1r. K0,sinbo.ta cane to colloct him by force after 

hi tting her h,Xl'd. At this juncture Nana hnd no choice o:x­

oe]?t. to follow hor husband. to 1'1-twa.ra. She therofore wrote 

a 24 hours notico to hor ODJ2loyors whilo sho ,ms in Mtwara. 

The abovo illu.st:rato how cultur~l values end practices 

shape the divis:i.on o:f :roles in the hoùsehold. In T2.nzmrl.a 

all persans have lesal right of' oq_ual trGo.t1:10nt on mo.tters 

roc;a.:rdine onplo;y1:10nt regn.rcUess of soxual diffcroncos.9 

This howtntbr :ls cohtrnctlctory to oui tv;rc.l p:ractice 

·w·hich is D.go.inst rn:i..,.""'?iod woL,en to live 2,wo.y fioot:1 thoir 

husbnrlds. Wonen in such circunstuncos are f'o.1?cod to chose 

l)otween loosiJ:lG' thei:r jobs a.nd follow their husbands or 

loose thci:r hus1x',,nds o.nd rata.in thoir jobs. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



134 

Some ia.-rs 1.a.--v"o uxlfavourable resul t to women em:ployees, 

For exam:ple in 1986 1 the ,:3tancling Commi ttee of' PaTa.statal 

OrgarJ.zations s.bolished, leave withou.t pay
10 

this has an 

effect of lirniting chances fer women employees fo~ ma.king 

arrangements of om1)~oyr.1cmt at times of th.éir husbands trru1&-

fers .• / i.. 

In order to mclco sure tha. t women omployees do not 

follow the:b: n-ans:feTrod husbands1 em1,loyers us0 various 

rnocha.nisms to m;:;,ko s,n•o that oniployed womon do not have to · 

tel.'minate thefr work in order to foilo1-1 th0;ir h~sl:,ands. The 

n1Jovo. happcno4 to a co:rt~n woman calloà. Ais:ha who had ap_piied 

for ·the p6st of ChiGf Cashior in ono of the City },;odical 

Contres~ When sho wao callod for intorviow she was asked 

the following questions by the intervioring panel. 

i. Arc you ma.rrled? 

2. What is yom.· husbe,nd I s occupation? 

3o Is your husband linblo to tra.nsf'e:,rs? 

4o If yes wmùd you :follovi" him? 

The n.nswers to question "3 o.:nd 4 wc.s yos and .Aisl111 wn.s riot 

· 11 
oonsiderod f'or omployment. 

In concludiP-G îTO m'é:,'IU.G tl1.at this ovont illustrated 

how cuJ:tuxc.l v&h1.0è. ±i.nd. practices which coctlst wii;h the 

p.1'.'esent contradiotoi~y log.:.11 system she.pe the division of 

roles .o.nd responsibilitios in the housohold~ 
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DECISION ON HOUSE BUILDDm 
------~~-~~~~~~~~-

Ally a se.fo ty ongil100J.."' wi th one of the Cem0nt Gompa­

nies wes 45 yoa1:s old. Uis wifo Amim.1. aged 36 "l'ms ern~~loyed 

in Tanplc:,st as a Persox111ol 1-lanagero J,.lly is n l\lD,Udc. by 

tribe and Amina is a Zigué, by tribee They were living in 

Sirum a house which was bcing ronted by Ts..m;a.nia PortJ.[>.nd 

Ceraonto They n.re both J','.l-1.,i_rèllir:1 by religion.,. 

Two of their fo1-"!I' ohildxon were a.ttending second~J 

educntion and. th0 othcJ:' two wero in prima.ry school.. They 

a.lso live with four relatives., two males who are Llly's 

you.ngor brothers, and two :fomalos who .A.mina. younges sisters. 

They ho.vo a housegirl who sta,ys with them .. She is rospo­

nsible for looking afte:r the house bocause othors have to 

lenvo for work or school. 

When I met .Arnim, she was desparatG and had lost all 

hopo •- .Ally was alcoholic nm never thought- of tho future 

of the household~ il.min.a bocarae concorned very muoh witb. 

t.r..,r huslx.1nd t s atti tufü,) c.1'Jd. tho future of the householdb 

She therefore r,mde several o.ttempts to invest in buildings 

but un:fortunately faiiod. .l'ij'ainn had saved some 80,000 Sh~e 

in her persoru:ù aocotmt fi"om hor salary o Sho thot1.ght that 

such an amount would bo cnov.gh to build a fotmdation fo-r-

tho buildingo After which sb.e would obtain a To.nzani[1. 

Rousing :Bo.:nk loo.n in ora.ei~ to complote hol:' projecto She 

had obta.ined o. plot in the high densi ty tJ.rea of Sim1a B. 
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Aobording to M<;irnis'si· in traditio~lly Isla.mie 

',:/'..-~ ~)-::-;t-:.--v.~::>\ i; .. ~:, .. - __ j ::· :· · . ._, ~ 
women werè giV'(:).tf âi ~assi% sta.fus of consumêrs while. ··· .. 

. -~--~; ..!·:1"1r·!.·.:.;:,;.r:~:, ·(,~r/ ,:) ·,; "t . . • 

theil' cotintèrpa.riis tlie men wer.e vested with eco~m.1.o J?O-
. \.;:.:r·}:i\~.)- ... r, : · , 

wer. This had a.ri éffect of ma.king the women less active 
• ._f";;.:.·,.. . : ': 

.: ~;~~: ,; ··.·.' :f{; '. . 

in production p;-ocess, and this was possible througl,\, the 
, ,;. ;,:' )·:· . . · 12 .· .• . . .. 

cord'inement pf i;he women l'l.t horoc:.• · Ally p.a;d a simila.r 
; J·):·:{·'.·, 

attitude. Ile à.1:.â t~t suppor~ the idea ~t his ;ife bt.tl-
d.·· l 13 ' 1 ing a 1ouse. t > 

,-:,.:,;.>:.!,_-

. ''. :. ·~ ·-·;_ . 

Amina. made plâhs 6f_ building 4er h&lse seci:-ei./7., 

However when Mohamed~Aiiy·~ s pattè:tmal lilibie notit:eà.; he 
.•. ' . . 

inf ormed Ally of ~l3 · ~i~è • s· pl~~s~ A m$'è:hing was ~e,.. 

nged between il~; ;~dhahlêd and .Ami~a to . ~scuss the issueo 
• .. .: i_-. ' ··-

During the meeti1:B.' ~dÎia~d tol~ Ally that, man's power 

and authority is vtit~~ Îh his ~bility to own and oontrol 
;·-·' . 

assets over hi~ wi~ëi -H~ shou1cl therefore neve:r allow-to 
. ' 

transfer subli ~Üthd~it:y tJ h:î.s,. :wtfei 14 In this way the 
; ' : ~ -.~ ,· . . ' . . 

issue of Amina•é ffi%Jhtiori -ho build a house became very 

sêrious and ,tllèk -hi~!~ ~~.camé ori the rockso To save 

thë nia.rridge Aniin~ so:l.d the plot for 50,oOÔ Shs. She 

iiJ~~er diêhië>t déspak sh~ start~d a.gain seoretiy by se• 

nding some 50,000/= Shs. to his father ask:i.ng him io 

build a house1. a.t home. 

The father was very mu.oh excited.when ho reoeived 

such a. bia amount of money. He sent a letter thal1k:i.ng 

his son inlaw as he thought it was impossible for a 

woman to own su.ch a large a.mount of money.15 When 
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Ally became awa.re that his wife had sent s0me She:! . .50.000/= 

to her father he became very cross and once again thoir 

ma.rriage was tbreatened. Unfortunately Amina's fatheJr..• 

had misused a.11 the money for drinking and ma.rrying ano­

ther wife. No single sent was given to .Amina 1 s mother, 

who la ter died in July 1987 •16 
In this way Amina gave 

up her intention of building a house for her chilctren. 

The main factor which shaped the decision powèr for 

building and ow.ning the house in the case of Ally and li.mina 

was ba.sed on cultural values, as tradi tionally aooording t·o 

Mernissi,17 Muslims prestige and authority depend.ed on his 

wealth. J,.11y being a Muslira was influenced by theise 

va.lues, and according to him it is a duty of a capab1e 

Mu.slim husband. to ,f'tüfii:l ·his · obligation to his wife by 

providing her with the neoessities and not vice vërsa..18 
. ~ j . ' ' 

In concluding we oan a.rguë that po~er in d~cision 

ma.king over the cotltrol aiid. d'Wne;ship of assets is asso­

ciated wi. th ctÙ turc.ti vaiués and pra.trbices which are l:i.ow 

contradictory to the preva.iling social economic c.cnd.itions. 

This has a result of bring-.i.ng 1:ension among the males and 

the females because the females are now increasingly be­

coming producers and like to become autonomous. 

RIGRT OF INEERITllNCE 

1.i.nde was 50 yews old and her husband. Luba wa.s 55 

yea.rs olde They have 6 children. The first two a.re male 
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they are married and both live in Zaire. There aa-e also 

two daughters who are both ma.rried. One of them live in 

Ukonga with her family ari..d another live in Shimo la Udongo. 

The last two are still you:ng a girl and a boy, one of them 

is 14 yea;ros and another is 10 yea.rs old. They are -i...;. form 

one and in stand.a.rd seven respectivelyo ~rr. Luba and his 

wilels parents are Ma.nyema originating from Zaire. They 

howev~r-stil1 have kome conneotions with Za:i.re because 

othei' rèÎatcLVès stibh è.s :the:tr· uncies live· in Zaire. 

M:r. Luba and his wife wëré stàying at Sinza in à 

four 'bea;oomed' house~ hib roôms bri êach aide of a déntral 

cor~idor. ±n kigoma they aise ha'V'è a hou.se ~hibh théy 

liâ.ve 1'ehted ito Mr. tuba W'as pla.fuûng tè gô back to ki..;. 

goma after his retirement. He was thinking of selling 

the house of Sinza and use the money to purchaee a fa.rm 

a.t Kigoma. 

In August 19813 Mr. Luba died suddenly. He had ser­

ved for 30 years as a train driver with the central line. 

At the time of his death he was approaching his compul"'." 

sory retiring ageo He wa.s expecting a total of Shs. !iJ 

80,000/ = as his retiring benefi t package. This wa.s 

clea.rly known to his relatives who were expeoting to sha.re 

the money with him. 

lfüen Mr. Luba died his elder children wore in Zaïre. 

Because there is no good communication between Zaire ~ 

T~ania the news of the death took about 3 weeks to reaoh 

the sons. As such they oould not attend their father's 
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f'uneral and other formalities associated with funerals. 

Luba;s brothers, Kitello~ and Dotto &Lw the death of 

their brother as a chance for them te accumulate some of 

his wealth. Af'ter the movxning period9 Kitengo and Dotto 

inherited all important assets such as a :f'ridge. Se'Wing 

ma.chine, a cooking stovo and Luba's clothingst Luba's 

sisters, Maria.mu and Ha.wa. were given the amount of Shs;. 

10,000/= which wa.s contributed by the people dur:ing the 

f'unera.1 and. le:f't over a.fter the mourning period was over.19 

Kitenge the elder brother asked Anie to ohoose be­

tween either to leave late Luba's house and go back to her 

f'ather's village or stay in the late Luba.'s house and Ki­

tenge i.lili.erit her as a wif'e. If .Ande was to .choose to be 

inherited by Kitenge this would mea.n that all other assets 

would be the property of Kitengee If Ande was to choose 

to go back to her home village she would romain poo:r be­

cause she has no property at her f'ather 1so As su.oh li.nde 

kept quiet and prayed that at least one of her elder chil­

dren were there. 

W'hen the elder children came :f'rom Za.ire they went 

to visit n witch doctor in order to understa.nd the cause 

of Mr. Luba's deatho The witch doctor told them that 

late Luba was bewitched by Kitenge and Dotto who were en­

virous of late Luba's propertyo They wanted to inherit 

his propertyo The children drove their uncles away, a.nd 

resolved that their mother should stay in her late husband's 
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house. They however let their uncl,es leave 'With arry Jit!O-­

perty they had illherited, beoause i t is taboo to qua.rrel 

over the deadma.n's property.20 Late Luba's ret:4-'ing bene~ 

fits package was given by the railways authority in person 

to Ande, and m.th the ad.vice of the eldC;,r cbildren it was 

decided that the package be used for upkeeping the mother 

and the younger children. 

The ma.rriage Act of 1971 covers as::peots of property 

rights _between the husbancl and the wif'e and rights of in­

heritance at the time of death or divorce. The law is in­

herently progt'essive as it provides tha.t, LegaJ.ly ma.rried 

women are enti tled to eriheri tance when their husband.s 

dl~~-. 2r Hawever the law is no.t .. so effective because it 

eoexists wi t~ cu.stoma.:1.7 law whioh is ba.sed on 1;:radi.tionaJ;· 

values a.nd religions beliefs,22 which roproduce women 

subord.ina.te position. 

As for the .case·~ the la.te Luba and his wif'e .ll.nd.e 

it was so di:f'ficult ta follow the law as it is in ace~ 

dance to Manyema trad.i tiens for the man's property to be 

irib.eri·bed by his brothers at the time of death• 23 This 

. is usua.lly implemented through inheri ting .the widow, a~. 

by inheriting the widow it becomes a.utomatically possible :' 

to inheri t the widows :prol)erty. Rowever this system can 

bring tension and conf'lict in the household due to contra.- : 

dictory developments which ca.11 · for change. Amo:ng the- nevr-· 

,-iontradictions are the urba.n developments in which less 

e:rlended famj]ies are p:œfered and ea.ch household mainta.-

ins its:t,Ï:f' and accwm;üate its wealth which members are not.­

reaèly to sha.re. 
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CONCLUSION 

. The abave foUI'.' events hava demonstrated soma of the 

}ll.'Ocesse.s ta.king place in the households. Pmiti~~ 

they have illtùrtrated actions against and. for the preva,­

lent ord.er between the females and the males. These ac­

tions are not orga.niz,ed .a.long i&TOUP lines. They are done 

individually ~hat is, an individua.l woman P'l'Otesting a.ga­

inst some processes like lack of deoision maldng in f'~: 

noiaJ. matters or other 1aatters pertaining to the wel:eaa:-e 

of . the . househbl~. rfuile at the same .. time the man strugg­

les to maints.in his authority ov~r deoision ma.king. The 

sooiety at ia2ge including othe~ women do not support 

these indirldual women due to cultural and ethinic-~a.o-­

tices. However contradiction still prevails1 as more 

w,omên a-re beooming dominant ~rs, and exposed to 
i 

va.rious oûl.tural developments. 'Phis malœ them to demand ~~,e... 

a.utonomy. l 
\ 
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Disëhssion ..ti th Î::làrâh on thé day of event (23rd 
Ma.y 1987} -. · 

·niséussioh ~ith Gil:i.mbi on the same da.te. 
, ' ~ ..... 

!t iè.ôo~on a.mon&; ~ôm~ Africa.n sooieties for a 
motlier. t6 initiâtë the ma.rriage of his son by cho­
~sing him a. brîae~ VéU'ious reasons ma.y be given · 
to ni~ë~tirag~ the son to ma.rry a certain girl if 
the·, sont s mother does not lilœ her. As a case of 
iia.ria., a Morocco girl who had her ma.rriage post­
poned for seven yea.rs because her mother inlaw · 
told his son that she suspected his future bride 
was su:f'fering f'rom Tuber closis - see Merrissi, F. 
(1985) Beyond. the Veilt:Male 1 Fama.le D:fnêmics iri 
Muslim Sooiet;y, Great ita.in.c Cambridge P• 123 ~-
124. . 

Ibid P• 106 

Discussion with Sa.'.L'a.b. on the da.y of event. 

Friendly talk wi th Sarah 13th Sept. 1988. 

Discussion with Na.na. in October 1987 

Ibï'd 

SCOPO Directive No. 44 of 1981 

SCOPO Directive No. 52 of 1986 
was 

Tb.a :reBea.rche:r . ./ a member of interviewing panel 

Fatima., M. op.oit .P• 148 

A f'ormal discussion with Amina on 1st June 1987 

Ibid 

Ibid 

Ibid 

... 
•. •! 
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CHAPrER IV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

In summ.a.ry the resea.rch a.ttempted to tb:i:'ev;" light on 

the problem of se:x:u.a.1 division of labour in relation to se--···. 

:x:ua.l inequa.lity. The ma.in argument being that, one source 

of se:x:ual inequality is division of labour which is shaped 

by the following factors. Firstly there are cul. tura.1 values 

and practices which include religious beliefs, and praotices~ 

educational level ethinio praotioes and socialization which 

is a means by which ouJ.tural va.lues are transmitted f'rom 

sooiety to sooiety. The second factor is social q.rd eoono­

mio conditions_ such as a position an individ.ual ooou.pias in 

the hou_sehold as well as il1 the wider society aooia.lly and .. 

economically. Also how people oan a.dapt themselves 1ti.thin 

the social an:l eoonomic e:mrironments in whioh they are li­

ving. Lastly type of occupatione Methodologically case 

study approach was considered the most appropriato method 

for conduoting indebth interviews in order to obta.in rioh 

and qualitative dato.. Interviews were informal. Also 

data were obtained througb. observations. 

The reeea.rched a.rea was Sinza in Do.r es Salaam. 

This o.ccommod.ates people from various parts of Ta.nzania 

who have different cultural and ethinio pro.ctices in re­

lation to housohold division of labour and responsibili­

i,ies, but who have also adapted city way of livingo One 

of our cxpectations was that cul. tural values and :praotices · 

play on important r91~ inshaping the pattern of division 
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of' roles and responsibilities in the household.s.,, I"b wus 

expected that major tll'eas in which culture is pt'acticod 

is tbrougb. religion, eth.inic practices and educationo So­

oialization was tll'guod to be an important mechanism of 

transmitting cultural valuee fl."om one genera+.irm +,o a.no-· 

ther. 

From the data we found out that the people of Sinza 

inolud.ed Cbristians. Major denominations were the Roman 

Catholics9 the Lutherans and Anglicans. The people also 

included the Muslims and trad.itional religion beliovers~ 

However it was very d:i.fficult to determinc how diff'erent 

religions in:fluenced division of rolos and responsibili­

ties in the households. This is because some of' othinic 
overlaps 

values/ with some of religious valueso One of the 

ethinic values which overlaped with religious values is 

obedianco of the wife(s) to the husbanclt; :0:0,;- .. -. ab.are 

were also some religious values which wero contradictory 

to some ethinic practices. Forexample it is ecoording 

to christianit;y- to practice monogamy~ Rowever some chris­

tians did not observe +.nis beca.use their ethinic 1)I'actices 

allowed po~-gamy. 

Educational wise the da.ta showed that the people 

of Sinza variod f'rom gi:-a.d:uate and diploma holders, seoo­

ndaa:-y oduoationists o.nd oertificate holdersj those who 

had lowor than second.DJ:""J sohool eduoation and those who 

had. no formal edu~.n.tion. Couples who were degvees and. 

diploma. holders tend.ed to sho.re decision ma.king roles 
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in housohold finances. This was also truo for.the profe-

. ssional women who tended 'to ha.ve more powers in deoision 

pialdng roles in their households thn.n thoir oounterpo..i.:...ts 

uneduoatod and unprofossio:nal women. This is booauso the 

oduoatea· wivos have beon exposed to various cultural prao­

tices and the professional wives oontribute to the·house­

hold income. 

In ovents wherG professional women were:denied the 

rigb.ts of deoision ma.kirlg powers in household mat~ers1 

(deoision on house building, deoision on wifes oocu.:pn.tion, 

and deoision on reaJ:'ing a wife 1 s daugb.tor), women resisted 

and,there were evidence of struggles bctween the wives and 

' 
the husbands although these struggles were individually 

based. This ind.icates that the. level of education influ­

ences deoision ma.king power between the OOUJ?los and. oon­

firm our expectation that, education level shapae the pa,-
. . 

ttern of division of labour and roles in the household.. 

Another expeotation was that othinic pra.ctices 

shape the pattern of division of roles and responsibilitios, 

and that these ethi.nio :praçtioes are maintained thI'ough 

sooialization process. The data revealed that, the poople 

of sima héld. patterns of' division of roles a.nd labQ'l'tt" 

whioh were being maintained through socialization. Tasks 

perf'ormed by girls were of the same nn.ti:œe as those pei­

f'ormed by their mothers. Also tn.sks performod by boys 

wore of the sa.me nature as those performed by their fathers. 

Ta.boos were important mooho.nisms of maintaining these values. 
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Those who broke tho to.boos on duty o.lloca.tion according 

ta sex·wéro believcd ta raeet some sort of misfortune or 

semé sort.of a ourse. Chl.ldrcn of either sex. Chooso 

their s~ibjects and D.JnbitiQna basing on their sexes, beoa­

use. certain sübjeota 1rore thought to prepoi'e childrel'l for 

their· futuxe i'oles bf' oo:l.ng a wife or o. iiusbendè 

0:n. Onè eV'ent i, O. WOI:10,Il ,.j'o;i, d~tlied i-igh t S , ôf' i1tb.eri­

tance becahse it wcs nboorc:l.ing to their etliinio prnctice 

for the 1:œothers to inherit the weaith of their deo.d·bro­

ther plus the wifeo Boliefs in witch craf't scln'ed the 

deceased sons and wife to demand back the deoôp.aed wealtho 

This shows how cul tv.ral values shape the patterns of di­

vision of roles nnd responsibilities and conf'irm our 9Â'1)0-

ctations that cul tv.ral vo.lues which are maintnined th.rough 

socialization oontribute to the shaping of patterns of 

division of roles and r~sponsibilities. 

It was also expeotod that economical conditions 

su.ch as a position in 1~u.oh an ind.ividunl occupios in the 

household shape the :pattern of division of roles and res­

po11sibili tics. The dato. j:'evealed that in those households 

which either a wife or tho husband dominatod in production 

for the household, she œ:- he was also dominant decision 

raaker in matters related ta household finances nnd other 

important decisions. The findings also revealed that in 

households which one of the marriage partiner was wealthier 

tha.n the other at the time of marriri,ge, the woalthier par­

tiner had more say and control of household .incarnes and 
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assets. In this respect where the pm'tiners at their 

marriage were both unwealtby and struggled to accumulate 

their wealth together, the tendency was to havo equnl sa.y 

in decision ma.king roles. This confirmed otn' e:x::pectations 

that economic condi tiens slw.pe the pattern of division of 

roles and responsibilities. 

We also expected to find _out that adaptation to 

the urban environments, that is engaging with economio 

activities inorder to oope with harsh economic conditions 

hasi an effect of sha--2ing the pattern of division of roles 

and rosponsibilities. 

From the findings we gathored a number of house"'." 

holds in whioh wives had engaged themselves in various 

:economic act'ivities inorder to supplement mea.gJ:'e finances 

given to-,them by their husba.nds. Also there were some 

husbands and wives e~O"Od in other economic activities 

together inorder to supplement the household incomes. 

This was a way of adapting thcmselves in bn:L>sh eoonoraic 

conditions of the city life which also have an of'fect of 

shaping their roles. A numbcr of these women gained auto~ 

nomy in matters relating to household finances é1lld other 

hou.sehold matters. Eut other women did not gain this 

autonomy. This depend.od on many factors such as who 

contributes more in the houschold income betvreen the 

husband and the wif e • In hou.seholds where the wif e co­

ntri buted more she also had more autonomy and vice versa. 
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However the case was not vJ:ways "trueo Other factors such 

as cultural va.lues and ].Factices woro 0qually importa.nto 

Another e:x::pectation was that type of occupation 

contribu:tes to the shap:i.ng of the pattern of division of 

labour and responsibilities in the hoùseholdso The data 

revealed that, certain t;y:pes of occupation in:f'luenco di­

vision of tasks and roles in the households~ It was re­

vealed that, households which had nurse wives had some 

degree of a shared household tasks performa:noe between 

their husbands and themsolves. Spocifically the task:, 

of ohild rearing vra.s per:forraed by the husbands ;:;spooia­

lly at times when the wives were in night shi:ftso This 

was done personally or by su:pervising the house servant 

who is responsible for the rearing of the cbild.ren. 

The findings also ind.icated that where the husband 

was engaged in a duty which requirod him to travel a lot 

the wife was involved· in most of the household tasks and 

had some responsibilities in terms of deoision mâk:i.ng. 

On the other hm1d travelling f'J:'equently influenccd po~ 

lygarny and cnhanced the male powero Also the findings 

indicated that oo:-my officers and policemen tended to 

doui:nato in docision ma.king in all matters, due to the 

nature of' the job which involves decision ma.king by 

commanding. In this respect our expeotation was con~ 

firraed as occupation was seen a oontributing factor 

in shaping the pattern of division of iro.tes,; and res .... 

ponsibilities in the householdso 
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We also e:x:peèted to find. some relationshiS,p between 

the pattern of spending leisure time activities and a pa­

ttern of performing household tasks. The data also indi­

cated that, households which were characterised byunsJia.:­

red role pattern were aJ.so-charaeterised by unsb.ared lei"':'"' 

sure activities and vise ve~o.. This is mainly due '110 

.couples interests. 1füere the O@pl.es spent most o:f their 

t:i.me together performing the household tasks, they also 

tended ta develop similro:- interests in leisure aotivtties. 

This also oonfirms our ex_peotation that leisure time aoti­

vities had relationship with the pattern of division of 

labour o.ncl responsibilities. 

We also found. out that women in the a.rea·orgruùzed 

themselves und.er 11utanin relationships where some of the 

household tasks wcre performed together, especially during 

important ooca.ssions su.ch as ma.rriag,e and f\meraJ. oeremo­

nies. This we argued was one step foward towa.rds sociar­

lization of household tasks which has an advanta€,""e of, reli-:-
work 

eving off the women soma of their / loads. These 11utani" 

relationships however DJ:"O not organized for strug~ing far 

womens autonomy in their households. 

With the abovo wc con:firm our ea.rlier m-gument that, 

household division of lal)our in this part of Dm- es Salaam, 

is shaJ?0d and raaintained.by various factors inoluding social 

economic ·factors, cultural values, t~es of oct:nipations 

and o.daptation to city life. Given limitod resouroes and 

time this study was cm-ried ta 3:inza alone. We stro:ngly 
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believe that lal.owing the division of labour in the urba.:n 

TD.n.Zo.nian households much deeper will bring a better ,m.:. 

derstanding of the problera of sexual inequo.lity. This 

is because it is tb.xot't@l uneg_unl division of labotu- and 

responsibili ties that S(ll.1.W,l inequali ty is derived. This 

wo1..ùd be beneficial theoretioally as well as pra.otioa.lly.­

Theoretically we feel tho.t i'urthor resem'ches can l)e ma.de 

in other ~eus o-.f Dnr es Salanm as well as ether urbé:!.li 

a.reas especially on how ouJ.tural practices slmpe the d.i.i.. 

·vision of labour. The method appropria.te to this study 

is case study approach since it enables most qualitative 

data ta be obtained, and it allows easier ponetration to 

the households priva.te in.:f'o:rmation. Cases rffi\:,<Ying f:l:'om 

self employed, emplo;y-Gd in the formal seotor, eduoated, 

uned.ucated and fran Val'iaus ethinic bo.ckgTound, could-.· 

revea.l a more comparative picture. 

As we gathered f'rorn. the study that there had been 

struggles betwoen women and men which were inclividually 

basecl we think that these struggles a.re a manifestation 

of a problen of power relations between men and women 

in the households. Wo 82'e of the opinion tberefore thnt 

this could be an DJ:"ea wlù.oh policy makers,. women's orga-:­

nizations and other gover11t1ent organizations cnn a.ddress 

theirsolves to. 
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APPENDIX I 

SCEEDULE OF INTERVJIDT QUESTIONS 

le Namo 11 e • • • • • •••• • • ••.•• o ••••••• ••••• • ••• 

2. sex; ••••• oo••••························ 

4• Ma.rital Status••••e••••••••••••••••••• 

StmJSTIONS OUT~Ili!ES 

5• Usual time for wald.ng up 

6. Usual time for going to bed 

7o Ex""°urriculoo:- aotivities 

a. Leisure time activities 

9• Time for resti11g 

lOo rlliether there is a house helper 

If yes the helpers sex 

The helpers duties 

· · u. Household tasks performed by members of the 

household. 

(a.) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

prepa.ring breakfast 

sweeping the yt!Z"d 

laying the table 

cook:i.ng food fc,r cbildren/rea.ring children 

dra.w:i.ng water 

procurement fuel ( fire wooa., oharooDJ., 
kerosene, gass) 

small scale t+"o.des eg - selling buns, 
bread oha.rcoa.1, milk, fried fish 

othe:r economio activities eg, ga.?;'dening 
oo.rpentry, tailoring maso:nry, t:imber 
selling, transportation 
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( i) .· shoping .. 

(j) washing and ironing clothes 

(k) cooki:ng for members of households 

(h) cleo.ring the table, wâshing dishes 

12... Wb.ose duty is to to.lœ oare o:f the siok members of 
the household inoluding ohildi'en. And wb.ose duty 
is to rear children 

13. · Inoome: (a) b.usba:nds inoome 

(b) wifa 1s inoome 

14• Y out" income 

15. Who kee:p the fo.m:ily income 

16. Who makes major household deoisions between the wife 
a:nd the husband., (mention the decisions) 

17. Who owns and controls houschold assets. (Mention 
the assets and who controls whioh). 

(Question 18 to 21 age for wornen onJ.y) 

18... . Haw do you find the household tasks 

( i) tire some 

( ii) enjoyablo 

190 What 1dnd of holp in perf orming the hou.se hold 
tasks do you get from the followinga 

( i) your husband 

( ii) da.ughters 

(iii) sons 
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20. How do the follcnring rea.ot if a.ny of the household 
tasks eg oooking del~s 

(i) your husba.nd 

(ii) your daughters 

(iv) YO'U.1:' sons 

21w 1i::re you employed 

22. If yes what is your position 

23. Wha.t is yoùr educo.tiona.l level? 

26. ~e you e:ngaged in a.rzy- other eoonomio aetiviti·es? 

30. If yes wha.t a.re they (mention them) 

31. ifuat kinds of problems you encounter in those 
eool'lomio activi ties •. 

32. How did you obtain yaur fi:rst capital 

33. · How many shillings did you sta:rt wi th? 

34. Ilow mu.ch profit do you gct 

35• Is YO'LU' oapi tal grawing 

li not why 
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38·. (for women only) 

Did you ever had. o.n opportunity to go to oollege 
after oarringe? 

If not wby? 

39. Do you have ample time to a-fïtend 

(a) adult education class 

(b) correspondence courses 

(c) attend overtime duties 

What kinds of problems do you enommter when ca.rring 
out the above duties. 

43. How many ohild:L-en do you have 

44• Mention their sex 

45• Do you live with dependants 

46. .i.b.•e they related to whom (husband or wife) 

47. Wmt kinds of household duties do you expect them 
to help you? 

48. Is there a.ny taboos related to household tasks per-
formance for girls and boys? · 

(b) If' the ta.boas are broken what happons? 

49• Do you have children who go to school? 

'·Mention . their classes 

50 & 51 What kinds of subjects do you think are appro­
priate for girls and boys wby? 
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j2 • (For Boys only and Girls onl-y) 

(i) vT"...lat is your No.me 

(ii) Sox 

(iii) 1.g'8 

53. What type of hoitsehold tasks do you l;i.ke most 
and wby'? 

54. What kind. of hcmsehold tasks do you late most and 
wby 

55• 1füa.t is your ambition 

56. vTb.o,t kind of subjeots do you like 

57. Do you ample time to do school a.ssignments at home 

If not why? 

58. 1füat do you do dt.1.Ting yCJV:J: leisuro time? 

Question 25, 27, 28, 36, 37, 40, 41, 42 
deleted a.:f'ter the pilot st'l.ldy was oonducted. 
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